Chzift'a Chiiſtian's Life : 
Or, A Praftical 


DISCOURSE 


OF A 
Believers LIFE, 


Derived from Chriit, and Reſolved 
into Chriſt. 
BEING 


The Subſtance of ſeveralSermons Preachd 
- by the Author upon his Recovegy from 


a Fit of Sickneſs, and now extorted.}-| 


from him by the Importunity of Friends, 


By FOHN GAMION, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, and Paſtor of a CH 
gation in White-Chappel. 


0). 3. 4. When Chriſt who us our Life Jhall appear, 
then Jhatk ye alſo appear with him in glory. 
Gal. 2. 20. *I am crucified with Chriſt; nevertheleſs 1 
$259 not T, but Chriſt Yeh in ze; andthe life 
hich 1 now FI in the flejp '1 Xue by the faith 
of the Son of God, who our me, and gave hin gels 
for me. | 
Rom. 14. 8. For whether We © Ba we Nwve unto the 
Lord ; and whether we die we dis unto the Lord ;- 
whether we live therefore or die, We are the Lords. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. by 


To the little Flock. of Chriſt 
over whom the Holy Gho! 
hath made me Overſeer. 


The Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Grace, who hath called: you to his - 
Eternal Glory by Chriſt Jeſus, make. 
you perſe&, ſtabliſh; ſtrengrhen, ſer-' 
tle you, and make known' to: your: 
that Myſtery, which from the begin- 

| . ning of the World hath been hid _ 
© n God, who created all by ur AR. 
Chriſt. TEES 
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Beloved in the Lord, 


Have in. ſome med hobs ach jected 
with the longing Deſire of in moſt of 


you to have the F e. Sermons De 
whoſe Importunity T have been- Poole 


"FIN wit to Print them, againſt 1119 Sthite FA 

, W_. #ng5, and mich unvillngueſs tiny ar a. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


to-go forwards with the Work; for ſome 

of you well know how mmch I was ſet a- 

gainſt the Printing of them , and that 

for ſeveral Reaſons. | 

Firſt, Knowing that there are plenty 

_ of good Books, the Works of worthy Learn- 

ed Men, extant : That there was no need 

4 my unworthy Labours. Secondly , 

nowing how little the beſt of Books are 

valued by. 10ſt. Thirdly, Knowing the 

Score and Lontempt not only of profane 

and wicked Perſons, but many that pro- 

feſs a great. Zeal for God, do contemn 

thoſe principal Goſpel-Fruths, Tuſtifica- 

tion by Chriſt alone : But if perſons 

were truly wakened, they would be of the 

Mind of Bellarmine , That it will be 

beſt to reſt upon Chriſt alone for Salvation 

when they come to die : They will thew 

' ſee that they have had no cauſe to abuſe 

the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, that have 

- made it their buſineſs to exalt Chriſt 

and Free-Grace. Fourthly, Knowing my 

own Inſufficiency for ſo great a Work, as 

to appear to Publick View. Fifthly, Be. 

 6auſe of many things that might be left. 

 _. owt inthe Printing that was Preach'd, I 

F. +. #0t Preaching by Notes, cannot-remember 
x . zweny things which were delivered to you @ | 
: when * þ} 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.' & 
when the Sermons were preathds but 


here you will find | the principal Heads of | 
what 1 deliver'd, being taken from my. 
month-by a Servant of the Lord when © 
preached. I have done my endeavour-to 
ſupply what I could that was wanting, and 


to corre what 1 ſaw ont of order ;, but it 
cannot be expeted ſo well as it would. 
have been if I had writ the Sermons I had 


preach'd at length ;, yet finding the earneſt 


deſire of moſt of you to have them print- 
T x ru no ONE you _ 
bave them haſtned to be publiſhed; . nat- 
withſtanding the many Struglings I have 
had againſt the Work, yet the dear Love 
I bear to you, and the earneſt deſire I have 
to ſerve you inthe Lord, hath overcome. 
my unwillingneſs in this Work," having 
received an account from ſeveral of you 
the ſweet comforts many of you received 


when you heard theme preach'd, and: have 


alſo declared how much it would add to 


your comfort and edification if they: were 
printed 3 I hope through Grace that you 
will not be diſappointed of your expe&a- 
tion. Some of you have declared that the 
Preaching was as Marrow and rv dies 
your Souls ; I hope that you will. ſuck ont 


ſome Spiritual Sweetneſs in the reading of © 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
them. As God was gracionſly pleaſed to an 
{wer your Prayers, in raiſing me from. a 


| ſick Bed to preach theſe my ſick-bed  Me- - 


ditations amongſt you; ſo 1 hope, through 
mercy, your longing defire to read thent 
will be ſatisfied, in recejving that comfort 
you exped to reap to your Souls in reading 
of thent. What is ſaid of Mony, that it 
anſwers all things to the ſubſiſtence af the 
Body, may be munch more ſaid of Chriſt 
to them that live upon him, he anſwers 
all their ons, Jes all thei Needs © 
He that- hath 


to have. Chriſt enjoyed in the Soul takes 
bitter things ſweet, heavy things light 3 


where Chriſt's Preſence is, Darkyeſs is" 


made Light, and Sorrow turned into 
Ghladneſs. How precious are the enjoys 
ments of them that have ſuch a precious 
Pearl as "6 is | He is the chiefelt of 
4 d, he's a moſt excellent and 
lafting Good, Heb. 13. 18. All the hid 
Treaſure of Wiſdom and Knowledge 


_ is in him, Col. 2. 3. What an excellent 


krowledpe have ye attained unto, that truly 


| know Chriſt | How doth this tranſcen- 
dent worth affe# your Hearts, changing 


them into his own Image and Likeneſs ! 
Poet os | hen 


riſk wants not, he that 
hath wot Chriſt inherits not what he ſeems 
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| / The Epiſtle Dedicatory. : 
| When, a Soul comes to a ſaving knowledy 
of Ghnift, he is changed then from Vir 
Terrenus an Earthly- Mar, to Vir Ce- 
leſtis- ar Heavenly, Man. Ignorance of 
Teſus Chriſt cauſeth Men to yp in Sha- 

ows and Forms, in poor and low things, 
compared with Chriſt and his Excellency, 
are all but Droſsand Dung, - ſo the Apoſtle 
eſteems ther, Phil. 3. 8. 1t is only ereal 


ſavieg knowledge of Chriſt, can draw © 


the Heart of a vain and periſhing Warld 
#0 ſeek things that are above. It is 19h a 
Speculation, but an Application of. Chriſt, 
that brings home to the Immortal Soul 
what it ſtands in need of, Life, Light, 


Pardon, Peace, Purity, Righteouſneſs, 


Counſel, Comfort, Healing, Deliverance, 
Grace, Glory, all' flows to the believing 
Soul from Chriſt, in whom all fulzeſs 
dwells. 'The Soul that lives Chriſt hath 4 


good Livelihood, John 6.51. He ſhall live 


well for ever. It is not an outfede ſhewof 
Pate will be to the Soul what phys 4 
in need of, 'as Redemption, Forgiveneſs, © - 
Reconcsliation,SanGiftcation, Conſolation, 

Selvation. Chrift is the Believers ſafe - 


.  SandGnary in all their Troubles and I ew- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


as one well 


; ſaith 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


be ith, Better to loſe the Smiles of '\Micns' 
k +| than' to loſe the Souls of Men 5\ and; F 
f | am ſure withont Chriſt be our Life, we are 
U of poor undone dead Srtmers.' T know T have 
z MK many Entmies, who'have throngh their 

Tr Envy and Malice raiſed many falſe Re-. 
"ns ports of me : But 1 defire to be an Enemy 

_— to none, but thoſe that are implacable E- 


— nemies of Chriſt in Dotxin and Prafties 
Sf. || but tho they are my Enemies, get I freely 


a—- pray for them. Bug I cannot exped to fair 

wr better than thoft that have abundantly ex- 

rt celled in Grace and Knowledge, that were 
A both burning and Shining Lis ghts, ok 

4 Works praiſe them in the Gate; aud | 


= ſweet  Savonr in Chyriſt | made kwown ' 

4 Saints and Sinners, many hundreds x] be- 

- 3 lieve, have cauſe to bleſs God that either 
, heard them preac#d, or have vead thein 
0 Works: And yet how are theſe Men raile4 

1 againſt as not worthy to live , and their 

{ | Works to be burnt by the common Hang 


E-2 142, as one with more Zeal than > 26 
# | -* ledge declared: Becauſe Men have not re- 
— "ceived that me _ of Knowledge and 
F .þ Experience as thoſe Men had, they rail 
OT againſt them as ignorant unkarnd Mer, NN 
[ their Books not ſafe for any to read,” Do. _* 
L223 wot theſe Men go 'quarrelling alorg 3 in the 
—:; _"__ bee anſe their Brethren: Hove recelu= + % 
ed 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ed more Light than they ® Perſons are 
grown to ſuch a fond conceit of them- 
ſelves and their own Opinion,they will wot 
_bearken to Goſpel- Experiences 5 they will 
ot ſo mmch as try thoſe Truths they . re- 
wile. by the Scripture, but proceed with 
Lies and. Slanders- againſt thoſe good 
Men, though they. never knew their per- 
 fons, nor yead_ their Books, 1 am Per- 
ſwaded if. theſe. perſons had knowledge 
of thoſe perſons, and Truths they ſpeak 
againſt, if the Lord were pleaſed to re- 
veal himſelf to them,bad they « taſte and 
febt of the Lord Jeſus, who reveals bio- 
felf haw and to whom he pleaſeeh, infted 
ef biting and devouring of them, and 
ſpending their time to "raiſe evil Reports 
af themthey would \enquire after the knom- 
ledge of Chriſt, as the: Daughters of Jer 
aid of the Spouſe , Whether is thy. be- 
_ loved gone,that we may ſeek him with 
E 71 /{ Ahee, Cart.6.1, 1f Chriſtians would ſpend 
—M f «that tine in engquiring. after Chriſt, and 
8 eecejving aud imparting their Experiences 
eo each other, as they ſpend in Contentians, 
and tthins up and. carrying about goil 
Reports of them that excel themſelves i 
Codlinefs, they would: find. more Peace 
aud Comfort to their own Souls,aud bring 
: PO C'S more 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
more Glory to God, bring more Souls to 
Chriſt , and would be 'a means. for the 
Beauty. of Holineſs, and Power of God- 
lineſs to ſhine with a greater Luſtre to the 
This is my comfort, whatever Mens 
Thoughts or Words, Cenſures on Contempt 
are of theſe my poorLabours,] can trulyſag, 
I ey my ſelf, but the exalting of Tee 
is Chriſt and bis Truthodudd Kingelou, in © 
the World. Ir fengleneſs of Heart T have 
imparted. Truth to you, as F learned thews 
in Teſus : 1 had rathet have the Seorn of 
. Mex: for the oe of truth, than you 
fhauld. have plain Truths hid from you. 
Tf I am the Obje# of Worldlings Scorn, 
ſo Chriſt. be the Objet of your Faith, there- 
in I ſhall rejoyce. Woke, 
Beloved, as 1 have granted your Re- 
queſt in Printing . my unworthy Labours, 
which were done chiefly at your Requeſt, 
and for your ſake,.T pray grant me ſome 
fon Requeſts: which f bee bf pow iy 
Con JOE x CS 4 WED 
Firſt, That you ſeriouſly and carefull; 
per Oh ſe Plain TN At I EOOnY 
dicated to you. Secondly, That you go 
to the Throne of Grace, and there earn- 
eftly beg a Bleſſing on what you read. 
EY | Thir aly, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - | 


Thirdly, If your Souls receive benefit in 
the reading of it, ye aſeribe all to Go 
alone 5, it is he alone that teacheth to pro- 
fit by all we read or hear. Fourthly,That you 
would ſludy aud love Chriſt more, let his 
Glory be the end of your AFions 5 you 
never ſeek, your own intereſt better, ther 
when you ſeek Chriſt's above all : Tour 
Excellency moſt appears when Chriſt and 
his Excellency is known to you : When 


 gour Eye is ſingly ſet on Chriſt, then is 


Chriſt admiring your Beauty, Cant. 4.7. 
The ſingle Eye took, away Chriſt's Heart, 
then the Chain of Obedience raviſhed- hint 


alſo. Without a. pure Intention, . aiming 


at the Glory of God, to exalt Jeſus Chriſt, 


there is no Ation, be it never ſo excel- 
lent in its ef 7s accepted of God, Hof. 
10.1. [{rael 1s an empty Vine, he bring- 
eth forth Fruit to himſelf : He weighs 


out his Fruit to himſelf, he proportions his 


Religion to himſelf; all being for himſelf, 
God accepts him not. Such Fruit and 
meer Emptineſs is much as one before 
God : It is not enough that a thing done 
be materially good, but becauſe God com- 
mands it, and that it is to the glorifying 
the Lord Jeſus: He that is Alpha muſt 
be Omega 3 He that is the Supreme Good 

| > rſt 
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The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 
rſt. be the ultimate end of all things. 
Let all your good Works fall in Chriſt”s 
Boſom',. and centre in his Glory. 1 hey 
that. do.10t with a ſingle Eye look to Chriſt 
in all, they make as if there were ſome- 
thing more excellent than Chriſt to look. 
unto. Since Chriſt is a Believers Life, 
from whom he receives all the good he'en- 
joys, his Life, and Strength, and Comfort. 
depend upon him for the Influence of his 
Grace and Spirit, to have daily Supplies 
and Waterings from him, that you may 
continually live to him, Pial.119. 32. He 
prays for Heart-enlargement to run the 
way of God's Commandments. Plak 119. 
173. Let thy hand help me, for I have 
choſen thy Precepts : We have need of 
continual Supplies of Grace - 1 'f you be ne- 

.ver ſo well furniſhed with Divine Grace, 
it will not be in exerciſe without freſh an- 
oynting, and freſh Gales of the Spirit, 
Cant.4.16. Awake, O North-wind,and 


come thou South, blow upon my Gar- 


den, that the Spices thereof may flow 
out 5 let my Beloved come into his 
Garden, . and eat Þis pleaſant Fruits. 
Ordinances are but Mediums and Chanels 
of Grace; we had need to-logk to Ehriſt io 

fill them with Divine aud Spiritual Bleſ= 
Pee NEED” foes 


from the Head, that with St: Paul you 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


fings. It is not a SanFuary of Ordinances | 
wall da our Souls good, it is the Power, 

and Glory, and Goings of God in it is 

the Life of the Soul : It is the Drops. of: | 
the pure Rivers of Liſe above dropping up- | 
on the Soul refreſhing it in Ordinances. ' 
Ordinances are dry and empty things, 
if the Lord Feſus by his Spirit doth not 
breath upon the Heart. O then lie down ©: 
at the Feet of Ghriſt, and look up to him | 
iz2 all, above all, for all, caſting our ſelves 
and Burthens upon him, that we may be 
ſupported under all our cares, and fears, 
and temptations, and be relieved in all 
wants aud exigencies. Do all through the 
influence of that Spirit that comes down 


14y live, yet not you, but Chriſt. Panl 
owned his Liſe was bound up in Chriſt, 
Gal.2.20. I live, yet not I, but Chriſt 


 liveth 1n me. 


Sixthly, The Sixth Requeſt is, That 
your Converſations be only as becomes the 
Goſpel, let not the DoFrin of Free- 
Grace be abuſed by your unholy Converſa- 
tion ; ſee that ye be not of the number of 
thoſe Atheiſts, that ſay; Let us Sin, that 
Grace #14J abound : Let the Enemies of 
the DoFrin of Free-Grace reproach the 

DoJrin 


T3. 
> I» 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory- 


Do@Grin,and the Chriſtians that own it a 

their pleaſurez1 am ſure there are none that 
are acquainted with the Free-Grace of 
God can live a looſe Life; neither was any 


| known that taught that Do@rimn feelingly, 


or learn'd it truly, that were ever known 
to be wicked perſons. The Grace of God 
teadþeth us to deny ungodlineſs and world- 
ly Larfts. Taudeed the Notions of Free- 
Grace may leave perſons with unſan@Tified 
Hearts and Lives, but the true Knowleds 
FA it leaves ſo ſweet a Savonr upon the 

eart, that the Soul cannot willingly 
embrace Dunghil Luſts. When the Soul 
knows the whole of his Saluation is of 


| Free Grace, that Soul is drawn forth to 


love, admire, glorifie and praiſe God,who 
hath done ſuch great things ſor him. 
Let me beſeech you, let not the glorions 


* Gojpel ſuffer Reproach by your uneven 


Converſ, ation. lou khnow » Jon that pro- 


 feſs the Truth, Truths of Chriſt have 1ma- 
uy Enemies. Tou had need pray earneſt- 


Th to be led in a plain Path, becauſe of all 


your Enemies : Tou have given up your 


ſelves to the Lord in your external De- 
dication, ſee that it appear in your Con - 
verſation. The Life of an Holy Man is 
x47 Ow, according to God, 1 Pet.4.6. 
| That 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
That God,you have given your ſelves 
bp to, 13 an holy God, the Lord Jeſus 
that redeemed you,is the Holy one of 
God : The Spirit that leads the Children 
of God is an holy Spirit; the Covenant that 
Jon are in is an holy Covenant 5 without 
Holineſs none of you ſhall ſee the Lord. 
Then let me prevail in my Requeſt, Pray 
live holy Lives, let your Converſation bs 
as becomes the Goſpel only, then no mat- 
ter what Men ſay of you, you will have 
great peace in your own Souls, Plal.I19. 
165.Great peace have they which love 
thy Law, and nothing fhall offend 
them. 1 3s better to be holy, than to be 
thought holy 5 no maiter if you are out- 


wardly black, ſo you are inwardly beau- 


tiful. 


Lord feſus, whoſe love overcaxme all our 
infirmities s love brought him out of his 
Fathers Boſom love canſedhime to be born 
in a low condition, to bear our ſorrows and 
grief, ke taught love, he praiſed love, he 
died for love, he leſt pledges of his love to 
comfort his Spouſe in his abſence, and 
will ſhortly come and fetch all his Redeem- 
ed kome to Glory to have their fill of love. 
be ye therefore folowers of God, as 


Seventhly, Walk, in love, imitate the 


dear 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
dear Children, and walk in love, as 
Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and given 
himſelf for us an Offering and a Sacri- 
fice toGod for a ſweet-{melling ſavaur, 
Eph.5.1,2. Theſe will demonſtrate that 
you are Chriſts Diſciples, - Johx 13. 35: 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſpake theſe words a 
little before his Death, that they might be 
of the more ' force , and. make the more 

mpreſſion upon the Souls of his Diſciples, 
as if be, ſhauld ſay, Remember my dying 
Love, and let-it live in your Boſoms as @ 
precept." and :example to love one another. 
And this is a certain CharaFer of Love to 


Jeſus Chriſt, when we love Chriſt's Diſct- 


ples for Ghrifts ſake, not becauſe we. are 


\ i 


of the ſame mind in our Judgment, bus 


becauſe we are Chriſt's Diſciples, and bear 
his Image; and then you may aſſure your 
ſelves, if you love upon ſuch grounds, your 
Love will not be reſtrained. only to each 


other that walk. in Church-fellowſhip, but 


to all Saints as Saints, of what denomi- 


mation (oever they go under, which is 


much wanted in.:this day we live in. It 


is much to be lamented that perſons Saint 
themſelves more by their - own Opinion, 
than by their Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt.Saints 
ſhowld love as they are Ghildren t one 

+ a ather, 
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The Epiltte Dedicatory. 

Father, and int their way to Heauer, and 
4 that are in that way have Union with 
Chriſt, and are Members of one glorious 
Head, therefore we ought to love one ano- 

* ther; why ſhould Brethren fall out by the 
way? Nothing doth more' manifeſt that 
Bs the power of Godlineſs is. in a People, 
mW: #hax when they love for Saintſhip rather 
i ' than for Judgment. If youread the 13th 
Chapter of the Corinthians , the Apoſtle 
grves the true GharaFers of \Love. The 
fiſt deſcription-af it is, That it ſuffereth 
lore. that is, Not haſty to take' Revenge 
or them that offend them, nor raſh int 
, Expreſſions to threaten Revenge. Second- 
ty, It is kind, ready to do any good Office, 
Thirdly, Envieth not, is not troubled at 
the. Proſperity of others , however it go 
mihh himſelf. * Fourthly, Vaunteth not" it 
ſelf, deth not ambitiouſly.glory:in him Jer 
doth labour to exalt himfelf. Fafthly,Not 


himſelf. Sixthly, \ Doth not behave hin- 
Jy Aion, nor behave himſelf in:an unbe- 


his own, .hath ot an Eye to his own pro- 
fit, 4s to make it his end, but eyes (ods 


than 


pufſed up, not . ſwelling mith*Conceits . of 
elf unſee mly, would not' do any nnſcem- 


'ſeeming manner. Seventhly, Secketh not - 


% «Glory chieflp, and the good of Zion, more 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
than carnal Intereſ?. Eightly, Is not ea: 
fily provoked 5, thongh there may be Paſſy- 
ons, yet is not governed by them, it is 
an Evil much to be lamented. : Paſſion. ſo 

governs ſome, as if their Tongues were 
ſet on fire from Hell, Nimthly, Thinketh 
20 Evil; he would do Evil, to none," nor 
readily take: up Evil of another, to have 
uncharitable Thoughts of him 5 he will 
not be ready to charge his Brother raſhly 
upon every Report. Tenthly , Rejoyceth 
ot in Iniquity ; he doth net »ejoyce it 
the Faults of others. Elevently, He ts 


joyceth in the Truth 5 he rejoyceth that 


Truth proſpereth,and that ai innocent pore © 
ſons Righteouſneſs is cleared up. The Apo» 
ftle in winding up the marks of it, fhews. 
it is every way excellent; it beareth all 
things , believeth all things , hopeth | all 
things 5 he beareth all things, all Evils 
he meets withal ;, he believeth all things 
good of his Brother , ſo far as Charity 
may not injure Truth, 

There be many that account themſelves 
to have paſſed from Death to Life, which” 
fall ſhort of thoſe CharaFers of Love : We-- 
may all lament we find it ſo cold in our 
ſelves to them that bear Chriſts Name and 
Image. TI beſeech you,, dearly Beloved - 

a 2 . 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


the Lord, be much in Love, and you will 
be nmuch in God, for God is Lowe: To 
be a. loving Saint. is a ſign of a lively 
Saint; many Waters cannot en te 
fire of Love. 

Eiehtly, Let me beſeech you in the 
Name of the Lord, that you would. ſet up 
Godlineſs in your Families : 5 We can ne- 
ver expel? Holy Aſſemblies while Godli- 
neſs 3s oighetfed in Families. Childrew 
and. Servants. * not being infirned at. 
bome, 3s a great:cauſe of their being un- 
6 under the Word preach?d. God- 

eſtruFion is too much neeleFed both 
: o Haren and Servants by Profeſſors in 
our Age ;. 1 am afraid there are ſome that 


ſtarce «a  ſarweny Word drops from their 


Lips all the Week to their Family. How 
o4n 'it be thought that unſavoury Spirits 
ever got good to their own Souls! They that 
keep all to themſelves it is to be —_ 
F 2. got little for themſelves 3 the good 
Man brings forth good 1reaſure, new and 
old. Let me intreat you, dear Chriſtians, 


whatſoever ſtation you are is, whether Pa- 


rents or Maſters , whether Children or 
Servants, that you do not neglef private 
' Prayer twice in the day at leaſt ; if you 
have opportunity to pro finer, do mot 


ſrip 
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The Epiſtle” Ded icatory. 
flip ſuch fair ſeaſons. If +. 


| "The Mother we 
you negle@ private pray- © rhe Sage 


er, do not expe? t0 Child not well if it 


thrive in Godlineſs ; ſhould forſate the 


; ; Breaſt a whole day ; 
(God Hoes his Alms at ſo mayeſt tiiou think 


Wiſfdoms Gate : And thy Soul isno: right, 


| that can paſs a day 
let me beſeech Jou that withont cravin wy 


are Parents or Gover- Spiritual Repaſt in 


| : -., Prayer. Mr.Gurnal's 
_ keep WP? ublick Sr Chriſtians 


'N ayer 7 aA your Far F ki C&S, Armour, 
lookto it that you are not 


mmbred among the curſed Families that. 


call not upon the Name of the Lord, -: The 


private Houſe is the Chriſtzans Chapel of. -- 
eaſe to Worſhip God in daily with his © 
Family : The Church begun in a Fa- 


nily, and is upheld ſtill by the Pizty of 


private Families. If- the Nurſery be not 
preſerved, the Orchard muſt needs in time. 


decay. We cannot expet that Family. to. 
thrive in Godlinejs,where publique Prager. 


is negleFed. What praying perſons might. 
ſome Children or Servants have been, had 


% *%. 
5 a* \ G24 


they been called to that Duty by Parents. 
or Maſters when they were under their. 
Government | Methinks. if perſons love 
tneir own Souls, it ſhould cauſe: then ta. 


love and pity the Souls about. theme.It would. 
be great Cruelty in Farents. to Jpend all. 


Sp * they 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


they get upon themſelves, and let their 
Children ſtarve. Employ ſome of that 
Talent that you have got for the furthe- 
rance of their Salvation : Should not you 
be willing that they ſhould find the way to 
Heaven as well as your ſelves ? they have 
as precious Souls as you, and if you have 
taſted ſweetneſs in drawing nigh to God, 
will you deal ſo unkindly to hinder your 
Family of partaking of the Bleſſmg with 
you 2 If you complain of your weakneſs in 
parts, or Baſhfulneſs makes gou backward 


to this Duty, I anſwer, It is not your + 


weakneſs in parts will be any hindrance 
of your Prayer's Acceptance with God, nor 
will it prevent' a Bleſſing from your Fa- 


mily God looks at the uprightneſs of 


your Hearts, not at the excellency of your 
Expreſſwns 5 but if you would ſtudy your 


own and Families Souls wants, you would © 


as well know how to go about this Duty, 
as you know intheir neceſſities in theWorld, 
how to go about your worldly buſineſs to 
maintain them, and ſupply their outward 
wants. And as for Baſpfilneſ, zf your 
Children were periffring for Bread, you 
would put on Gonrage to beg with them, 


rather than let them periſhs how much 


more. ſhould you put on Conrage 'fo -_ 


 fede, think Truth not worth their ownip 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


with yonr priſbing Childrens and Servants 
Sowls to the Throne of Grace to beg Grace 
or them , as ever you would have your 
Family thrive nnder the Publick Miniſtry, 
as ever you wonld have then in their Dx 
toward God and your ſelves, as you would 
have obedient Children and faithfal Ser- 
wants, as ever you wonld have your Chil- 
dren and Servants ſeparated from a vain, 


wicked World, as ever yon wonld bleſs 


God that: you were their Maſters or Pa- 
reuts in a dying honr, keep np conftant 
and publick, Prayer with them in your Fa- 
my. 
Ninth ly, Let me intreat you to love the 

Truth for Truths ſake 5 think not the 
worſe of it becauſe moſt undervalte it 5 
let not their low eſtcent of the Truths of 
Chriſt damp your Aﬀetions to it ; enquire 
zz0t who is on your fide, before you take it 
uþ,as the Phariſees did, Have any of the 
Rulers believed on hum ? Sox, if they 
have not the moſt and higheſt on theit 


It is the miſery of many, they never aac 
their Faith nor Religiaz their own. whdt 


7s accounted beſt among men” is always 


beſt to them, it, is .what Men teach that 


are accounted beſt . by the moſt of people 
| l — 6 iey 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


they moſs adhere to, more than they will 
to. the Truths of Chriſt, though the beſ# 
Men teach them. They that are moſt* for 
Sinners Good, are not counted good with 
Sinners 5 they that preach Chriſt freely to 
the worſt of Sinners, are acconnted the 
worſt of Men : Though Truth is come to 


a bad Market, and ſold at a low rate, and 


few Buyers, T beſeech you have never the 


lower Eſteem of it, buy it as your choiceſt 


Crowns; if you hold faſt the Crown of 


Truth, when Chriſt comes he will give you 
a'Crown of Glory. Many,l am perſwaded, 
that are convinced of the Truth, do not 
own it, becauſe it goes in a mean dreſs : 
Many will hold with every thing the Church 
that they are of holds, though they know 
nothing aright they hold : Such \ are for 
Performance or Omiſſion, they will do as 
others do, but nothing from a right Prin- 


. ciple: Beg of the Lord that you may ſee 


the Beanty and Glory that is in the Truths 


of Chriſt, that you may highly prize 


TIrmh, when you ſuffer the greateſt Re- 


proaches and Ewvils for owning the ſame. 


Love Truth for its own ſake, honour 
it for Chriſt's ſake, commend it- for other's 
ſake, follow it for your own ſake. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Laſtly, Let me earneſily intreat 
you to pray for me, that I may both 
in Kife and Dod#rin be a burning and 
ſhining Light, that I may find the power 


and reliſh of things upon my Heart that 


I give out to you and others, that I may 
be an Inſtrument in the Hand of. Chrift 
to bring many Souls to him, and build up 


thoſe that are brought in in their moſt holy 


Faith, and that utterance may be given 


me with a Bleſſing from Heaven upon ”y 
e 


' unworthy Labours, that they may not 


in vain, but that I may daily ſee the 
Travel of my Soul 5 it is God alone can 
open Hearts ,. and unlock, the Treaſury of 
Grace in the Goſpel, and make known 
the Myſtery of the Goſpel. It is not the 
hand that ſows the Seed, but God's Bleſ- 
ſing that gives the Increaſe. And if you 
would have me bear you upon my Heart 
before the Lord at the Throne of Grace; 
pray give me a meeting oftner there, if 
you expec® me to water you, pray that 1 
may be watered. People little conjider 


what good they keep back from their own 


Souls in not praying for their Miniſters : 
Many are readier to reproach them than 
fo pray for them, and to rejoyce inthtr 
Falls, than to pray that they may be pp 


beld. 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
held, How many that have excellent 
Gifts and Parts do little Work for God, 
bring. little Comfort to Souls © If ſhining, 
they are not burning Lights, they leave 
eold earthly proud Hearts : TI think one 
Cauſe may be, they have not been carneſs 
at the Throne of Grace that a Bleſſang 
*2ay attend their Labours. People may 
be much is admiring ſuch Miniſters 
Gifts, when the Word they Preach takes 
Eitle effe# upon their Souls. Miniſters 
Bave a great Charge committed to them, 
« great Work to go through, many Trials 
and Temptations in their Work, they had 
weed be daily the Subje# of your Pray- 
ers and Pity. Tour ſtrangeneſs to the 
Work may cauſe their Work to be much 
&Strarger to your Souls. Fo be a Mini- 
fer, ſaith Lather, is nothing elſe but to 
derive the Worlds Wrath and Fury npon 
himſelf. The Dirt of Reproach , ſaith 
exe, lies no where ſo thick, as on Mzni- 
Pers Coats, How many wonld count 
#hemſeloves happy in their ruin, that bring 
#he Tidings of Peace and Salvation to 
thezr Souls! A miſerable Happineſs that 
rejozceth in the DeſtruTFion of them that 
' bring Salvation to them: As the Peopſe 
would have their Miriſters good Nurſes 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to their Souls, and good Examples to 
their Flock, as they would not have them 
pervert them by their Error in Do@rin, 
or be Temptations io them by their Falls, 
they ſhould pray hard for them, that they 
may neither miſtarry in Life nor Do- 
Frin, that God's Urim and Thummim 

may be with them. I hope, Beloved in 
the Lord , you will not fhnt me hy 
your Prayers, as you would have the Nams 
of Chriſt honoured by me , your Souls 
well fed with wholſom Spiritual Food 3 
as you would not have my Enemies have 


the _—_ of their Hearis that wait for 
a 


my Halting. Alas! I am a poor frail 
Creature that am encompaſſed about, it 
may be with as many Temptations, ph 
ot more, than many others are, and 1 
fear have leſs Strength to go through them. 
Pray for me, that while Ipreach to others 
] may not be a Caſt-a-way my ſelf. I is 
dreadful to drop into Hell from under the 
Pulpit, but more dreadful to drop ont of 
it into the Bottomleſs Pit. It 5s ſad for 
Miniſters to be without the Grace of God 
and true knowleds of Jeſus Chriſt, they 
preſs others upon pain of Damnation not 
to negleF : Like one that ſhould ſpend 
time and ferength to drawWater for others, 
L + and 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ed periſh with Thirſt himſelf : Or as 
one that direFs many the right way, and 
get doth loſe his own way. As you would 
have me a faithful Labourer in the Har- 
veſt, to bring full Sheaves to your Souls, 
pray the Lord of the Harveſt to give me 
Skill and'Strength to bear the Burden and 
Heat of the Day. As you would have 
the Word which I preach drop upon 

Souls as the Rain, and diſtil as the 
Dew and ſmall Rain upon the Herb, and 
as the Showers upon, the Graſs, beg of God 
fo pour out a double portion of his Spirit 
on me. As you would have my Preaching 
powerful, my Life teaching, my Sermons 
Heaven-born, my Lamp burning, my 


_ Heart engaged, my Talent zmproved,, my 
felf to ſpend and be ſpent. for your Souls 


good, pray forget me-not at the Throne of 
Grace. T7 | 

'- T ſhall now take my Leave of you, and 
ſubſcribe with my Hand the Reality of 


any Heart, your Loving Paſtor and faith- 
fl Servant for the Lords I ake, 


Ll 


JOHN GAMMON. 
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3 TO THE 
"READER 


Chriſtian Reader, 


$f HE ſubſequent Tract being fent 
a) down to me in the Country, 
-! TI did, as my other occafions would 
”} admit, (for I have not had time 
'; for a ſtri& Peruſal) curforily look 
| it over, and finding to my great fatis- 
faction ſuch a ſweet breathing in every 
part of it, I do joyfully recommend « 
to. thy ſerious View, as a Jewel not 
common, or eafie: (among the mul- 
'} titude of Books: this Age abounds 
uh with.) to. be found : And that thon 
mayeſt know the Cask that hath' ſent 

5 forth ſuch precious Wine, I will give 
; theea brief Account of the Anthor'z 
tho indeed, ex-pede Herculem, his own. 
Work portrays him,and delineates'the 
frame of his Spirit far beyond what 
my feeble Pen can. do. But being well 
known to me (perhaps better -than to 
any:beſides) I think it my Duty to 
walt upon him to the Preſs in — 

| r 


To the Readex. 
firſt Eſſay , with this juſt and impartial 
Character of him ----He 1s an holy, ſe- 
rious, good Man, abounding with the 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, and 
every way fitted for that Great Work 
he 1s called to; Prayer, Meditation, 
and the fanftified uſe of Afflition, (Ly- 
ther's three Ingredients to make a Go- 
ſpel-Miniſter ) few has a greater ſhare 
of: He is one of an excellent Spirit, 
of great Faithfulneſs and Courage, a 
perfect Hero in his Miniſterial Work ; 
none of thoſe Rattle-Snakes that hiſs 
and ſputter in warm Sun-ſhiny Wea. 
ther, but durſt not peep out of their 
Holes in a Winter Seaſon. This wor- 
thy Champion, ( for which his Praiſe 
is, and will be in the Gates of Sor) 
bore a glorious Teſtimony in the late 
horrid Perſecution 3 he ſtood man- 
filly to his Arms when the Balls of Ba- 
fan encompaſied him about, he never 
quitted the Field , nor flinch*d from 
his Poſts,notwithſtanding the imminent 
Danger himfelf and Family were daily 
expoſed to, but as one unconcerned in 
any Terrene Events, he went on in his 
way, in his Work, and verily the Lord 
was with him. he crowned his Labours 

with 
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To the Reader. 


with extraordinary Succeſs, and (as 
aToken of his ſpecial Favour) gave 
into his Boſom a moſt ſweet People 
to be a Nurſing-Father to, whoſe Una- 
nimity among themſelves,and Fervency 
of Love to their endeared Paſtor, 
whatever others may, I am fureIcan- 
not match in the Sphere of my Ac- 
quaintance. But to paſs fromthe Work- 
man to the Work---- His Book will ex- 
ally ſhew him, fuch an one as I have 
hinted. Read it but ſeriouſly over, and 
thou wilt be under no Temptation to 
think me a Flatterer, but count. me as 
much too low, as the Queen of Shebx 
did the Relators of Solomon's Court. 
Thon wilt mect with . no uncouth 


Phraſes, no Logical Whimltes, no _.-} 
Flaſhes of wanton Rhetorick. But _44-7 


here, Oh! here thou wilt find the. re- 


fined Language of Caxaer, the Dialeft 
of the New Jersſalew, and fuch a me- 


lodious Conſort of Divine Mulick, as” - 
(if the Lord ſet in with it) will war 


- thy Heart, refreſh thy Spirit, and ra» 


viſh:thy Soul, 'as the Spouſe was ra- 
viſhed with the Rays of Chriſts Glory, 


I am | | 
Thy Seub's well-wifhing. Friend, _ 
C.N, 
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Chriſtian Reader. 


T*'HE Author of theſe enſuing 
Sheets deſired my Peruſal there- 

of, that afterwards I would give my 
Judgment of the ſame to the World, 
the former of which I eaſily granted, 
and have Sheet by Sheet, as they were 
done, peruſed the ſame, and ſuppoſe 
that thou haſt them entire without Ty- 


pographical Errors (ſo far as we 


obſerv'd: they are very carefully cor- 


reged.) However, if fome have eſca- 


ped the Preſs, they muſt he (as is or- 
dinary) imputed to the Printer, and 
not to the Author, or any, of us. who 
have read the Original Copy thereof, 
(as I may fay for my ſelf) with plea- 
ſure and profit. 


Touching the latter, ſcil. commend- - # 
10g it to thee, I moſt declined, partly 


becauſe 1 eſteemed it needleſs, in re- 
gard that the matter thereof ſufficient- 


ly commends it ſelf ; and partly be- 


cauſe 


ov 
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I _ To the Reatle#, 
* cauſe I didnot think my ſelf f& fit 
: (as ſome fitter might be ) of doing 
- ſuch a kind of Work: - However, I 
thin my ſelf. bound 1n Jaſtice to ſay 
ſomething hereof, _ f ſhall reduce 
| to two: Heads. Concerning 'the 
| Author: 2: The Book i it ſelf. 1; The 
; Author, | of whom I muſt-be fparing, 
! becauſehe isalive, (though otherwiſe 
F I ſhould not) : remembring alſo: the 
F 


Z words of the:Wiſe Man, Ar-the Fintg' 

} Pot for Sihver,and the Furnace for Gold's 
4 3 ſo is a Man to bis praiſe... 

F F As the. Furnace will diſcover what 
- | Drofsisimthe Metal whenit is melted, 
= 7 ſomayPraife and Commendation draw. - 
7 out theſPridethatisin the Heart of him 
L { that receives them 3 nay,which is more 
” ## ſtrange, this Corruption may be felt in 
1 4 the Heart, even when the laſt Breath: 
pd 2 is ready to expire, according to the 

f, Saying of one of the German Divines 

” #& inhis laſt Sickneſs, when thoſe about 

him recounted(for his greatEncourage- 
1 _ cnt) the many Serviceshe had done: 
1 for God, | Auferte ignens (faith he) ad-. 
I buc enim paleas habeo, Take away the fire, ; 
Fa there is Still the chaff of —_ i we; 
y Hat III I _—__ may give | 


3 


his 


| To the Reader. 
this Account of him without any Tem- 
ptation, that I eſteem him a good Chri- 
ſtian, and a Goſpel-Miniſter, one who 
hath endeavoured to keep a good 
Conſcience, walks cloſe with God in 
his Perſonal and Relative Duties in the 
, worſt of Times, of a Catholick Spirit, 
loving all that have aliquid Chrift: in 
them, making Saintſhip the Ground of 
Church-Commumion, and avoiding all 
fafious Singularity, which beſide his 
Miniſterial Abilities, were the Grounds 
of my intimateſt Correſpondence with 
him. 2. As for the Book it felf, thou 
wilt (Reader) if thon ſavoureſt the 
things that be of God,and not of Man, 
perceive an Evangelical Strain of Spi- 
rit throughout the whole. - Ever ſince 
Iknew him he was highly Evangelick, 
but I never thought him ſo much: as 
' this enſaing Tra& ſhews him to be, 
the matter whereof was preached by 
him in ſundry Sermons after a great Fit 
of Sicknefs, when we have reaſon to 


think his Spirit was very warm. In # 


ſam, the moſt excellent Snbje&t to 


Drſcourle Or Write of, 13 Jeſas Chriſt, J 
(faith a Modern Author of our own.) . 


Auſtin having read Cicero's Works, 


 cvmmended them for their Eloquenee, 
Ts fe | bur 
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To the Reader. 


but he paſſed this Sentence ue, 
upon thetn, They * are not A __—_ 
ſweet, becauſe the Name of men Jeſu nen 
Jeſus is not in them, Pa- it 
rallel with which is that of. Bernard, 


If thou *quriteſk it doth not _, u- 
reliſh with me, unlefGI read ,,; _— 
Jeſus there 3. if thou diſpu- 1 ſapir mi- 
reft or conferreſt, it doth rhe ro 
not reliſh well with me, Un- 2 Cor.2.2. - 
leſs Jeſus -ſoutid there. This 
I can aſſure. thee, Reader, to the beſt of 
my Remembrance, there is not a Page 
in this::Book without. the Name of 
Chriſt, either once or more, and nat 
impertinently. or. unneceffarily menti- 
oned,.at which I much wondred. Nat 
that I am. of the Opinion of ſome, as 
f Chriſt could not be preached, if. he 
was not mentioned in totrdems verhts s but to 
be ſure when he is ſo much mentioned,not in. 

a way of vain Tautologies,but every way ac- 
Goel! co the Revelation of him in his own 
Golf; (pe, as I do count he is in this Book, ſure- 
ly then we may ſayHere.is a Book that creats 
of Chriſt. I ſhall nor therefore any fonger 
detain thee from the Book it ſelf, but com- 
mend [t and Thee .to the Blefſing of Gad, 
who 1s ambitious of nothing elſe, bur to be 


All in Chriſt, and nothing in Self, 


Undertaking, the Author himſelf decla- 


Chriſtian Reader. 


He foregoing Epiſtle of my Reſpe#- 
ed Friend bath given an.account of | 
the Author and his Performances of this -| 


ring the Cauſes and Occaſions of the Pub- 
lication thereof 5, that which remaineth to 
ze is to commend the Diligent Atten+ 
dance on the Duty here, exhorted unto, of * 
Living upon Chrift by Faithz aud be- 
cauſe a fixed view of Chriſt , as he is * 
Revealed in the Scriptures, 3s an inſtitu- 
ted means whereby in and through him 
there is conveighed unto us Strength and 
Ability to live unto him as we ought, 1 
ſhall therefore only ſhew the Reaſonable- 
zeſs and neceſſity of living to him 5, as it Y 
7s an Argument that may induce us to live | 
upor him, who is the Fountain in and 
through who: all Ability is conveyed unto |} 
us by the Gruce of God, whereby we may |} 
comfortably walk, with God, and live. 

| anlo 


0a* 


#0 the Will and Diſpoſal of Chriſt, by liv-. 
SM. KS. ; 
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unto his Praiſe, and our own Peace. Al 
1 have to ſay on this Account therefore 
may be reduted to theſe three Heads. 
1. The'Reaſonableneſs. And 2. The 
Necejjity of Chriſtians living to Jeſus 
Chriſt. And 3. The grievous neglet 
hereof in the times wherein we live, en- 
dangering our Ruin unleſs we repent and 
reform. 
Firſt, As to the firſt Obſervation, That 
it is moſt reaſonable to live unto Chriſt, 
this doth hereby appear, in that whatſoe- 
ver it is that is meant by living to Chriſt, 
whatſoever is included and compriſed in 
#t, or can be underſtood by it, the Lord 
Jeſus is every way worthy of it 5 it 3s all 
his due, and no more than onr reaſona- 
Þle Service 5 and this will further appear 
by an InduFion of theſe three particular 
Properties, and moſt eminent Inſtances of 
this living to Chriſt. Firſt, As it is an 
AT of Divine Honour and Homage thitt 
is paid unto Ghriſt by living to him 3 this 
he is worthy of as he is God. Secondly. 
As it is an Expreſſion of the greateſt Lows 
to live to him ;, this- he is worthy of, who 
died for us while we were Sinmers. Thirdly, 
As it conſiſts in a Reſignation of our ſelves 


my 


To the Reader. 
re to him 5, this is moſt reaſonable alſs. 
becanſe he hath redeemed ns to himſelf ve 
are his, and not our own. © 


Firſt then, as it is an AF of Divine 


Honour and Homage that is paid wnto 


wy by living to him to devote onr ſelves 
0 the Lird, he is worthy of the ſame, in 
whom the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelleth 
bodily, Col. 2. 9. To make any thing the 
ObjeF of Divine Honour but God aloze, 
#5 Idolatry 3 the higheſt Love, Fear, Re- 
werence, Truſt 'and Obedience that onr 
Natures are capable of performing, tis the 
Homage that is peruliatly due unto God, 


as he is the Author of onr being ;, the dif- 


ference between the Reſpe@ we owe to God, 
and what we are allowed to ſhew unto 
Creatures, is ſlated in this Law, that re- 
quireth ns to Love the Lord our God 
with all our Heart, our Might and 
Strength, Dent. 6. 5. And our Neigh- 
bour as our ſelves, Mark 12.30,31. But 


the Glory and Homage which is peculiarly 


\ due unto God, he will not give unto ano- 

ther, Iſa.4 2.8; & 48.11. For what elſe -do 

we by performing Divine Hononr to any 2 
but ow# and acknowledge ſuch to be Got, 

unto whom we thereby aſcribe Divine Ex- 
cellencies, with reſpe# whereuntogve wr 
Lok | that 


[o 
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D © 
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 Tothe Reader. 


that oc Reverence which. is due to 
God. alone as ſuch. 
And ſeeing he dwelleth in the Light 


4 which 20xe cax approach unto, 1Tim.6.16. 


is infinite, inviſible and incomprehenſible 
in his. Being, it hath pleaſed God to con- 


| 4 deſcend to give forth ſuch a Repreſemtati- 
'7 on of himſelf, an wn fc evident difcove- 
1 ries of his Divine 


4 be 4 = Object of Divine Honour, and 


cellencies, as might. 


worthy to receive the Homage due from 
Greatures unts their Creator. This was 
the Shekinalsy, or Divine Preſence of 
old, evidencing it ſelf by Divine Opera- 
tions. Hence Jacob ſaith of it, Gen. 28. 

16,17. Surely the Lord isin this place 
and I knew it not, and he was afraid ; 
and he ſaid, How dreadful | is thisplace ! 
this is none other but the Houſe of 
God, and this is the Gate of: Heaven. 


{ - The Egyptians ſaid of the Plague of Lice. 


Exod.8.19. that it was the Hemp of God 
This Divine Preſence in the burning Buſh 
obliged Moſes to pull off his Shoes, Exod. 
3.5. and Joſhna to the like a of Reve- 
rexce; Jolh. 5. 14, 15. unto the Lord as 
Prince of the Lords Hoſt ; unto this Glo- 
ry of God, as diſcovering it Cad Bat at the 
door of th RS Pee C 
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33- 10. The people bowed their Heads 
and worſhiped. This Divine Preſence of 
God dwelling between the Cherubims, and 
fling the Temple, King,8. 10,1t1,12,13, 
27,28, 29, 3o.. obliged Iſrael to Worſhip 
fowards that Holy Place, there being dif. 


covered the Tekmeria, or evideut Marks 


of the Divine Glory.5, and to pay the ſame 
Reſped to any other place, or to that place 
now God is not there, is Idolatry, Deut. 
16. 5,6. & 12:13,14. 1 King..12: 28,29, 
30. Now proportionably unto that degree 
and meaſure of the. Diſcovery which God 
is pleaſed to make of kimelf to bis Church. 
As to the Obſcurity or Clearneſs of it, ſuch 
is the Glory er Defed of theſe Diſpenſa- 
tions, 2 Cor.3. 9,10,11,14,18: Heb.1.1. 
In this reſpedF therefore it is that the Diſ- 
penſation of the Goſpel is ſo far excelling 
the Glory of all former times,: in that by 
' the Incarnation and Exhibition of Jeſus 
Chriſt God is manifeſt in the Fleſh,1 Tim. 
3.16. 7s moſt clearly, fully and glorionſly 
revealed in the perſon of Chriſt.No Man 
bath ſeen God at. any time, but the only 
begotten Ser: that dwelleth in the Boſom of 
the Father, he hath declared him, John 
x.18. He was declared to be the Sor . of 
God with Power, by the ReſurreFion _ 

| the 
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To the Reader. 
the Dead,Rom.1.4. God who at ſundry 


times and in divers manners ſpake unto 
our Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe 
laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whon: 
he hath appointed Heir of all things, by 
whom alſo he made theWorlds, who being 
the Brightneſs of his Glory, and the Cha-' 
raFer or expreſs Image of his Perſon, and 
upholding all things by the Word of his 
Power 5 when he had by —_—— | 
our ſins, ſat down on the Right Hand of 
the Majeſty on high, Heb. 1. 1,23. Who 
thought it not- robbery to be - equal 
with God. Phil. 2.6. Seeing it pleaſed. 
the Father that in him ſhould- all 'ful- 
neſs dwell, Col. 1.19. All the Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge being- hid- 
in-him, Co/.2.3. And the infinite, eter- 
nal, unchangeable Excellencies of God 
in his Counſel of Peace,his Love, Grace 
and Mercy to loſt Sinners, being xe-: 
vealed by him, and repreſented-in- 
him, 1 Johr: 3.16. 1 Fohr 4.8,9,10. By 
him is Glory brought, to-God inthe 
higheſt, - on Earth Peace and good: will 
towards Men, Luke 2.14. Hence it is that. 
all Idolatry is now more inexcuſable than 
ever, Men being -not'now left to: grope in. 
the dark, ſince Chriſt is come a Light _ 


”- = Father. 
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#he World, John 3.19.. John 15. 22,24, 
Ads 17. 3O, 3L. oe, 

So that we may conclude, as this living 
to him is an AF of Divine Honour , That 
he is worthy of it, and we may ſay, Rev. 
1.5. Unto him that loved us, and waſh- 
ed us from our fins in-his own Blood, 
and hath made us Kings and Prieſts un-: 
to God and his Father,to bim be Glory. 
and Dominion for ever and ever. Amer. 
Axd Rev. 5. 12. Worthy is the Lamb 
that was ſlain, to receive Power, and 
Wiſdom, and Riches, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 
John 5.23. That all Men ſhould ho- 
nour the Son even as they honour the 


.. Secondly, Another Reſpe#, on the 
Acconnt whereof this Living to Chrift 
here preſſed appeareth reaſonable, is. 
as it is an expreſſion of the greateſt Love. 
ard higheſt Eſteem of him to whow we 
live, and this he is moſt worthy of, being 
incomparably lovely in himſelf, and ha- 
ing loved ws with an infinite aud ever- 
| laſting Love 5 who hath died for us while 

e were Emearies and Sinners, and waſhed 
us from our ſins in his Blood. And 

Thirdly, As this living to Chriff is 4 
| Repgnation of our ſelves unto the diſpoſal 
of 
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7 that he might redeem us from all Ini- 
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of another + He is moſt worthy of it, who 
hath redeemed us with the price of his pre- 


| cions Blood 5 therefore ought we to honouy 


him with our Lives, ſeeing we are not our 
own, but his purchaſed People. So that 
to live #o Chriſt in the conſtant perfor- 
mance of Divine Honour to him it the 
higheſt Expreſſions of the greateſt Love 
unto him, and in the fulleſt reſrenation of 
our ſelves unto this Jeſus our dear Re- 
deemer is entirely his due, aud no more 
than our reaſonable Service. | 

Secondly, As it is in reaſon due to Chriſt, 
ſo it is moſt neceſſary for us. This being 
the Fruit God expe#s at onr hands for 
this great Coſt he hath been put unto for 
our Redemption from Wrath to come. 
2 Tit. 14. Chriſt- gave himſelf for us, 


quity, and purifie unto himſelf a 

culiar people, zealous of Good Works. 
Rom. 14.8, 9. To. this end Chriſt both 
died, and aroſe , and revived, that 
he might be Lord both of the dead 


" and living. Therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, 


None of us liveth to himſelf, but whe- 
ther we live we live to the' Lord, and 
whether we die we die unto the Lord 
whether we live therefore or die, we 
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are the Lords. The like we have 3s the 
Text whereon the following Diſcourſe is 


- raiſed, Phil. 1. 20. & 21. His earneſt ex- 


pectation and hope was, that Chriſt 
{ſhould be magnified in his Body, - whe- 
ther it be by Lite or by Death; for, 
ſaith he, to me to live 1s Chriſt, and 
to die is gain 3 that 7s, ſaith Piſcator i 
Loc. Vita mea eſt occupara in promo- 
venda Gloria Chriſti, zy Life is employ- 
ed in promoting the Glory of Chriſt. In- 
deed the Syriack Eraſmus, Beza, and 
others render this 21ſt Verſe otherwiſe ; 
et all allow this matter to be thus ſta- 
ted in the Verſe before it 5 nay, the whole 
current of Scripture manifeSteth this to be 
the great Teſtimony of Gratitude for our 
Redemption that God expeFeth at our 
hands. 1 Pet.2.9. But ye area choſen 
Generation, a Royal Prieſthood,an ho- 
ly Nation, a peculiar People, that ye 
ſhould ſhew forth the Praifes' of - him 
who hath called you out of Darkneſs 
into his marvellous Light, Lake 1. 
74, 75. That being delivered out of. 
the hands of our Enemies, we might 
ſerve him withoutf ear in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs before him all the days 
of our Life. This therefore being the great 
: thing 
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thing. that 1s required, it is that for which we 
ſhall be called to a tri account before the Tre- 
bunal and Judgement-Seat of Ghriſt at laft, and 
therefore 1s moſt neceſſary to be faithfully perfor- 
med now, that we may g1ve ap our Accounts. 
with joy at that day. « EL T 
Thiraly, But notwithſtanding this Iroing 
to Ghrift 1s fo manifeftly his due, and ſo 1ndiſ- 
penſably neceſſary a Duty 1ncumbert on us, yet 
is it moſt gexerally negleted by the woſs of 
thoſe very people who are called Chriſti- 
ans, as the open Profaneneſs that hath over- 
ſpread the Nation, -and the Govetouſneſs , 
Unfruifulneſs, Formality and Decay' of firſt 
Eowe'to Chrift in the generality of theſe of the 
frifeſt Profeſſions of Religion in the Land, 
doth tho apparently manifeſt : And to that de- 
gree hath all: Hleſh' corrupted its way amongſt 
us, that without a- ſpeedy and general Repers- 
tance and Reformation we muſt expe a ſpeedy 
and-peneral Deſolation to befall the Nation ; 
for God 1s the ſame holy, fin-awvenging God 
that ever he was; when he deſtroyed the World 
with a. Flood, Sodom and Gomorrah with 
Kkire from Heaven, ' and 15 0 Reſpeer of per- 
ſons, but will cauſe Judament to begin at his 
own Houſe,1 Pet. 4.17. Am. 3. 2. Ezek: 9. 6; 


*and therefore deſtroyed Shilo, Jeruſalem, ana 


the Churches of Aﬀia, &c. for their unfrutts. + 


fulneſs, Tſa.5.5. Heb:6.8. Luke 13.6. Thety. - 


Covetouſnefs;Ifa. 57.17. Thetr loſs of firſt Love; 
Rey-2.4;5. Azd all theſe things are found a- 
mong Frofeſſors, and im the Land the wn of 

x Soccm 
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Sodom. What therefore can we expe but 
what our Lord told the Jews, Luke 13. 3. 
Thar unleſs we repent we {bajl all likewiſe 
, periſh 5; for 2072 can deliver us out of Gad's 
| Hand, which is ſtretched forth againſt us for 
our ſins 5 zor is it like to be turned back, but 
excredſed, until we are reformed or deſtroyed; 
Ia. 9.1011, 72, 13, 14. The Lird tells Iſrael 
for their Stubbornneſs under bis afft1Ftng hand, 
That he would goon and ſet the Syrians again, 
hin before, and the Philiftins beh12d b1m,and 
that they (kould devour Urael with open month : 
Far all this, faith hz, his Anger is not turn- 
ed away, but his hand is ſtretched our ſill; 
for the people turneth nat unto him that 
ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the Lord 
of Hoſts. Ver.14. Therefore the Lord will 
cut off from Ie! head and tail,branch and 
ruſh in one day, Lew-26.18. And if ye will 
not yet for all this hearken unto me ( w4z, 
when affiied) then will 1 puniſh you ſeven 
times more for your ſins. The like is ſhewed by 
the Parable of the Pot, whoſe Scum goeth wot out 
of it,Ezek.24. He that being often reproved 
hardneth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy- 
ed, and that without remedy, Prov. 29. I. 
Thus was it with Eli's Sons, 1 San.2.25. aud 
with Iſrael, 2 Chron. 36. 16. and thus 1s it 
Like to be with us unleſs we repent, — 
J ' Now this fatal Neele® of living to Ghrift 
bk hath teen occaſioned very much by thoſe Di- 
verſrons that have turned our minds from that 
fixed View of Ghrift which is neceſſary to ena- 


" able 
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ble us comfortably and ftedfaftly tolive to hint 
and walk before him,by being taken up in vain 
Fangling about the Ieffr matters of Religion, or 
filed with the Gares or Pleaſures of this preſent 
evil World, Our bt:ft way therefore to live to 
Chriſt, ts, to get owr Minds fledaily fixed on 
Chrift; ths will change our Hearts into the ſame 
Image, and enable us to Irve unto his Praiſe, 
7 oy BE , When it plac Gc 
ſaith the Hpoftle;Gal.1-15, 16,17.) to.revea 

his Son in me, 1 conferred not with Fleſh 
and Blood. 2 Cor.3- 18. But we all witho- 
pen face beholding as 'ina glaſs the Glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the ſame Image 
from Glory ro to Glory, even as by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord. 1 Yohz 3.2, Beloved,now 
are we the Sons of God, and it .doth not 
yet appear what we ſhall be ; but we know 
that when he ſhall appear we ſhall be like 
him: ( And how doth he know we ſhall 
be like him ?) Why, ſaith he, we ſhall 
ſee him'as he is : Azd if a clear view of 
Chrift ia.Glory as he 1s, ſhall tranſlate us tnto 
Glory like unto him, then may an yu View 
of him, tho but as in aGlaſs by Faith, change 
as 1 a leſſer meaſure into the ſame Image 1x 
degrees of Grace here, which ſhall be perfefted by 
the Beatifical Viſron of him into full Glory here- 
after. Now it 15 the great and principal Work 
and Duty of all the Minifters of the Goſpel to 


preach Ghrift Feſus, to publiſh and teach the 


MOT £OMS Excellency and Riches of the Lowe 
and Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, to the Gon- 
verſion of Sinners, and Eaification of the peo- 
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ple of God'3.. and thisought to be the great con. || 
Cern. of all that hear the Word, to hear Chrift k 
preached by ſuch Workmen as need not be aſha- 
med, that have Wiſaom, Skill and Know- 
wleage rightly to arvide the Ward of God 5 
( for who 15 —_— for theſe things?) To con- 
clude, that the enſurng Diſcourſe, or the: ſan- 
cere Endeavours of any that Iove the Lord Fe- 
fus Ghriſt may be ſucceſsful to induce others to 
hve to him, and that by 4 conflant fixed wiew 
of Chrift, as he is revealed to.us in the Goſpel, 


we may be made more like unto him, and anore © 


conformed to his Will in all things, 5 the deſire 
Thy Servant in the Service of eur Lord | 


-- Jeſus, - 
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E Phil, I. 21. For me to live is Chriſt,” 


A 


Chriſtians Life. "or 


or 


SI HE Lord that killeth "ng 


down to the 


- maketh alive," Tt .bringe! 


rave , and, 
- bringeth up n .thron h. his ; 


: ovoodnels hath raiſed me np from A fick,. 


Bed, and, hath brought me ofice moge 


2 among you. to ſpeak in his Name: 1 q, 


have thought meet to offer. to your” 
Canſiderations what were. my Medita- | F 
tions from this Portion of Scripture chat: i 
I have named unto you. - 

Firſt, What vain and empty things. 
the bighelk, of our enjoyments in, at. 
World, are, without Chriſt been} Hol 
in A Fg and Haltcd by us abbvet 

| Secont ay, 


w# 4 


27 Chiift a Chiiſtians-Lefe. 
-Secondly;- Conſider, all that-we have 


done, or-can do in our whole Life, we 
are undone without Chriſt : When we 
come to lye yporia dying Bed, there is. 
no enumeration of Works or. Duties 
will give Comfort or SatisfaQtion, if we 
do not favingly know Chriſt. 

Thirdly, To confider what a poor 
thing Head: nepory, Gitts,/P4r 5, Know- 
eds, and/aI>the Learning im the World 
1s, without Chriſt. If a perſon dye 
wh. bis head filled with the beſt of; 


K 24 3 X# 


Notions, and be empty of the ger 


| riſt, what a poor miſerable Wrath 
will he appear to be in a dying haur ! 
A tas, how poor and low a thing is 
he; cn ſtrength; riches, parts'and gifts, 
E are Ignorant of Chriſt > '' 

. Fourhlf? Conſider what a bleſſed 
Lf they Ive, that live in Chriſt, and 
npon, Chriſt : What a bleſſed. Life ir is 
tg live to. Chriſt ! | There is.no Life Ike 
it: and that is a Behievers. Life. ,- © 

'Fifthly, Conſider, and this h hath. been ; 
much. my Meditation , How terrible. 
would the thoughts of our life p PRE be 4} 
when we come, to. dye, finge our” 
achons have been mixt. We n ih, ncÞÞ 


mn # 
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it not for this glorious Name the Lord 
hath revealed to finners, the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs ? All the names of God 
would be aſtoniſhing . to' poor ſinners, 
were it not for this, to-know' the Lord. 

a righteous God: That would be a:ter- 


rible name 3 Enter not znto' Judgrirent. 


with thy Servant O Lord + but the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs ! poor ſinners Righ- 
teouſneſs ! this Righteouſneſs is made 
mine : This makes the thonght: and 
name of Chriſt ſweet to a poor finner. 
Sixthly, Conſider there is no' dying 


comfortably, if we have not lived on! . + 1 
Chriſt, If we have not lived to glori- © 4 


fie Chriſt, all things we have enjoyed 
will leave us wretched, poor and miſe- 
rable. 

Seventhly, Conſider, all our Redd 
ing, Praying, Ordinances, will be bas 
like withered Leaves,. if they” are noo 
_y__ green and: flouriſhing! in Chriſt onr 
Life. 


that are: good, are all in; and from, 


afid through'Chriſt that glorious: Vine,” 


that bears: the Branches; and canſerh! 


ther to be fruitful, as COTS oy Oe COS 


X 2 z 


* 
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Fightly, All the a&ions of our' Life 


= 
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In the Verſe before the Text, you. 
find the Apoſtle refigning himſelt up 
wholly to Jeſus Chriſt : According to my 
earneſt expeation, and my hope, that in 
nothing I ſhall be aſhamed , but that with 
all boldneſs, as always, ſo now alſo, Chriſt 
ſhall be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life or by death. Saith he, I have re- 
figned up my ſelf, I am not afraid of 
death, neither am I careful for this life. 
Whatever God will do with me, ſo I 
may but glorifie him. I am not care- 
ful about this body , whether TI live 
longer here, or whether lay'it down 
in the duſt. Payl as it were ſtands a 
Tip-toe, ( faith Mr. Trap) to fee which 
way he mzy glorifie Chriſt. I am rea- 
dy to dye; it will be for my profet; it 
will be beſt for me'to go to 'Glory. I 
am ſure it 1s beſt for me to go home 
tomy dear Lord, there to fit with him 
on the Throne, and recerve the Crown 
of Immortal Lite and . Glory : but for 
. you it is beſt to contingg here. 

Let his name be- exalted, and his 
Glory made more knownto his Church, 
however he deal with me: [ am not 
careful in any thing, neither am I aſhamed, 
but that with all boldneſs, as always, ſo 


now 
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now alſo 5 Chriſt ſhall be magnified in 
my body, whether it be by life or by death; 
that is it live for, -that 1s it I dye for. 
I would live, that T might glorifie him z 
I would dye that may enjoy his Glory: 
But which way his Glory may be moſt 
exalted, that way have reſigned up 
my ſelf to the Lord Jeſus to diſpoſe 
of me which way he pleaſeth, ſo his 
Name may be magnifted in Life or 
Death : I deſire nothing more than the 
exalting of Chriſt 1n all. 


The matter contained-in the words 
of my Text, is of as high Concernment; 
and of as great a Conſequence as the 
Soul of man can be taken up with 3 
and indeed ſo great, that all things in. 
the World are but Trifies in compati- 
ſon to it : What was the ſam of the 
Apoſtles defire and bufinelſs of his Life, 
to ſerve and enjoy the Lord Chrift, 
ought to be the buſineſs of every one 
that will be everlaſtingly happy : "This 
Life only can bring true Peace? Trea- * 
ſares, Pleaſures, Wiſdom, Grace, Glo- 
ry to the Immortal Soul of Man, Whe-. 
ther we read the words actively or pat- 
fively of his receiving Life from Chriſt, 
L924 - B 3 or 
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or ad&ing for Chriſt in bis Lite it plain- 
ly appears in either ſenſe, 'That Chriſt 
7s the Surs and Subſtance of a Chriſtians 
Life. If the Apoſtles meaning was, 
That Chriſt was Life to him, or that 
he would live to Chriſt ; in cither ſenſe 
Chriſt is a Believers Life. Some do ex- 
pound it efficiently, others objectively 5 
I -think the meaning of the words may 
nat be miſ- Flaced, if both be under- 
ſtood 3 for Chriſt is that inexhauſtible 
Fountain and 'Treaſury of Grace that 
a Believer receives his Grace and Holi- 
neſs from to a& for Chriſt: We gan- 
nat move toward Chriſt but as we are 
moved by Chriſt z we muſt have our 
Life from Chriſt, before we can live to 
Chriſt; be is the Fountain from whence 
the _ Believer hath his Life z the Sun 
fram whence he-. hath his Ligh+ and 
Glory 5 the-full Freaſare of Grace 
from whence a Believer receives a holy 
heart and life, | 
- He. that is the Image of the Inviſi ble 
Gag, renews them by his Grace i in that 
Image 3 he purgeth Conſcience with 
his Blood to. ſerve the living God the 
ord Jeſus 3 being. formed upon the 
heart, the Aichres a delights. of the 
heart 
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heart are. changed, the bent-and ons 
| boy the heart is carried after Chriſt :- 

is Chriſt, myſt kindle the-holy. Fire _ 
on the Altar of the heart, before the 
Believer can act from a true Zeal for 
God. 

So whether the nad be wha! di 
juntively from the Verſe. before, That 
he would magnifre Chriſt becasfe. he: had 
received his Life and Salvation fravz 
Chriſt : He would magnifie the cffititnt 
cauſe of his Life, whom he was united 
to. Or whether conjuh&vely ; He 
would live to glorife-Chrift;. as he: had 
reſolved in the Verſe before ; in either 
ſenſe this is plain, The' Apoſtles beart 
was wrapt up in (ae "OTE: Mau af " 
thing in this World. rig 1 


_, 


There are many precious: Truths. to 
be. ſuckt out of this bleſſed crfloniae 
Scripture : But I ſhall only through 
Gods: aſſiſtance, draw from. the: words 

this point of Dodtrin: .'.. :-4t 50 
. That 4a:true' Believer defres not Lf 
or the things of Life, : wbateder theyizve, 
0 further than” he: may glarifie and. enjoy 
TRY an \ -of3 10't lingual 
:: a:3603 2001197 a8 

4 - Or 
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Or thus, The Aims and End of a Be- 
liever in Life or Death is to glorifie the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt Or, hogs of 4 Cheats 


ans FS 


x By way af Explication, wherein 
Chriſt 1s a Believers Life: 3 or how a 
Believer is thus: wrapt up in Chriſt.” 
II. Shew'the Reaſons why they are 
ſo. 
H)l. Apply the whole. 


.:'There are four things wherein a per- 
fon Is chiefly concerned as to Life. 


-Firſt, His. MSdndency upon his Life: 
Ack a Man'to:do any thing, yes faith 
he, 1f I am alive or in health. | 
Secondly, In our natural Actions: 

_ If a Man eat, drink, put .on Cloths, 
take Phyſick, Food, or _y thing, it is 

that he may live. 

»'Thirdly, Take Life for the 'Comforts 

| of Life : A Man's -Life is a-burthen to - 
him, 'when his 'Comforts-are-gone-; a 
Believers Lite is a burden to him when 

he.does nat 1njoy | Chriſt”... - 
Fourthly, For the Aim: and: End:of 

Le - Perſons .that are tractable and 

Ax in- 
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indiſtrious defjre to live here, to be 
-uſelful in their. places they ſerve their 
'Generation 3- ſo. a Believer defires to 
live for this end, to ſerve the Lord 


Jeſas and to glorifie his Holy Name. 


Firſt, To takethe dependance upon 
Life : ' Faxes -cortetts the: manners of 
them, that ſaid," 1 will go into the City, 
and buy 'and: ſell; they ſhould have 
ſaid, 5f the Lord will, we ſhall live and do 
this or that : 'So a Believer living de- 
pending on Chriſt, faith he, in my ſelf 
I am a poor dead Sinner; I am dead to 
my ſelf and in my ſelf; but I depend on 
Chriſt for Life, I depend on Chriſt for 
Wiſdom, for Righteouſneſs, for San&- 
fication, for renewed Strength., I live 
upon him for: all: For I am dead, 
T am dead to the Law, I have no 
Action to meet the Law with, nor the 
Law hath'no Aion againſt me; I am 
. dead*to'Sin asito the Life of it, -and to 
Its condemning Power,and to its Malig- 
nityand*.Guilt.3- and I am dead to the 
World,-I depend: on Chriſt faith. the 
Apoſtle, that Chriſt: might be all inal. 
'Alaſs:l:-whatcan 1 do, all my: Suits are 
ended in Law:. it is. Life we [depend 
bord} | On 
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10 _CThiiſta Chriſtians Life, 
ON for the-enjoyment of our Friends 3 
Oh it is Chriſt for all, ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, ye are dead, what then ?, your life 
#5 hid with Chrif in God, Colo. 3:3. 
Ye are dead, ye are crucified with 
Chriſt 3 dead to your own Righteouſ- 
neſs. An Unbeliever, what ever.good 
he doth , exalts himſelf and his own 
Righteouſneſs 3 but what: good a, Be- | 
liever doth, is to have Chriſt and- his 
Rightcouſneſ exalted-z he faith no 
more [ brit Chriſt 5, but ene ignorant of 
Chriſt ſets the crown: of all he 'dath 
upon his own Head I faſt, I pray, 1 


give Tithes , faith the Phariſee 3 but 
when a Soul knows Chriſt, No'mofe 


T, faith hez you are dead, but your life is 


hid with Chriſt in God, what then? wher 
Chriſt our Life ſhall appear, we ſhall alſo 
appear with him in Glory: The Behever 


1s wrapt up 1n Chriſt living, wrapt up 
in Chriſt dying ; if it were poſlltble, a 

Believer could be ſeparated from Chriſt, ; 
he would be loſt and undone for ever 3 


what a-poor ſinful naked | Creature! is 


he2'''No, faith the: Apoſtle, you: ate 


dead, and: where is my Life ?- ſafe e- 


nough in Chriſt; my Life :i$ Hill with 
God in Chriſt: —_ ſhall my Life ap- 


pear ? 
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pear? Why, when Chriſt who is our 
Life ſpall appear, we ſhall alſo appear with 
him in Glory. The Saint lives upon 
Chriſt 5 when he dies, he dies in Chriſt, 
when raiſed up, 1s raiſed up by Chriſt, 
clothed with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
when Chriſt who is onr Life fpall appear, 
&-c. A Saint cannot be ſeparated from 
Chriſt, but ſhall appear with and in 
Chriſt 3 all the Formaliſts, Legaliſts 


and Moraliſts in the World ſhall ap- 


pear at the Great Day, but it is with- 


| out Chriſt 3 you know a Man'cannot 


ſpeak, a&t, nor do any thing when 


| his Life is gone : So faith the Apoſtle, 


As you are dead to the Law, dead to 
972 and dead to the World, ſo you are 
dead to your own Righteouſneſs, when 
Chriſt who is our Life ſhall appear,,we 
ſhall appear with him in Glory 3 you ſhall 
not go one ſtep further than Chriſt _ 
goes, you are Members of his Body: 
My Friends, there 1s a great difference 
between a Man hearing and praying, 
and knowing Chriſt only by reading 
anda Saint living upon Chriſt -in eve- 
ry Duty, in every Afﬀiction, living up- 
on- him 1n_ Life, living upon him in 
Death, faith-our Bleſſed Lord, Jehbr 
1330 Te 6. 9, 
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6..9. Tour Fathers eat Manna in the 
Wilderneſs, and are dead; they depend- 
*ed on the Manna for life but he that 
cats this Bread ſhall live for ever, {as if 
he had faid) you that depend on any 
thing below me ſhall die : When per- 
ſons live on any thing below Chriſt, 
they have dead Souls living, and dam- 
ned Souls dying: If any depend on me 
as the living and immortal Food of their 
Souls; they ſhall live for ever 5; your Fa- 
thers eat Manna and are dead; Ordi- 
nances periſh with us, Daties periſh 
with us, and all below Chriſt will pe- 
riſh ; the Believers All is to have Chriſt 
in them, Jeſus Chriſt the Bread of Life 
that came down from Heaven : I am 
the living Bread, that came down from 
Heaven, if any eat of this Bread be ſhall 
live for ever | and this Bread the Spirit 
of the Lord in the Word reveals to 
the Soul.,and the believing Soul hves by 
it for ever 5 it 15the Spirit of Chriſt that 
reveals and apphes to the believing Soul 
the Righteouſneſs, Grace and Bloud of 
Chriſt,to Juſtifie and cleanſe them: from 
all Unrighteouſheſs, and makes known 
to them, that their Name. 3s written' in 
the Book of Liſe;the knowledge of which 
doth 


| Chriſt that ſtrengthens me. The Believer 
| tural Man praying, - a natural: Man hear- 
| ing or performing a. duty ; but this Man 
| ty,and it may be the natural Man hath 


| the Believer; but the Belhever hves on 


Chiiſt a Chaiſtians Life, 13 
doth draw fortlza Behever's Heart to 
depend upon Chriſt'for daily Strength 

to exerciſe Grace in every condition. * 
Saith the Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 12. 1 can do all * 
things 3 Faul, you are a brave man m- | 
deed, what .can: you do? 1 can, do all C 
things, 1 know how to want, and how to a- 
bound 5 you hear me {peak, what I can 
do pray don't nuſtake me, I depend on 
Chriſt for it 5 41 can do all things through 


lives:through Chrft : You may fee a na- 


depends onhis own {trength.and-on du- 
ty 5 and you may fee a Believer in Do- 


greater parts and finer expreſſions than 


Chrift for all, and the other on him- 
ſelf: Saith the Believer, I car do all 
things through Chriſt that ſtrengthens me 5 
he- would have Chriſt in all, he would 4 
have Chriſt foremoſt in all 3 fo that.a 9 
Behever 1s. girt with the Strength of, 
Chriſt : Perſons may preach ,” others 
may hear, pray, diſcourſe; we may. . : 
have fine Matter , . curious Divinity. 
wrept up 5 but 1. Jeſus Chrift..is 89t 
tA preached 
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preached to poor Souls and depended 
upon, it is all norhing ; what can this 
poor Creature do when he comes to 
die, and look Death in the Face, that 
{rrong Champion,that King of Terrors? 
he cannot ſee him but in great hor- 
ror and fear. A formal Chriſtian, 


that ſtrives to ſpeak fine words, have 


fine expreſſions, learn' ſomething by 
rote 3 they can diſpute of Religion, 
therefore think they are brave Chriſti- 
ans; but comes a Temptation or a 
Tryal on them, they know not how to 
g0 through the Battle : Bur take a real 
Chriſtian that is meaner mn expreſſions, 
that lives on Chriſt, and'1is girt about 
with the ſtrength of Chriſt, how does 
he go through the Battel? 1 Sam. 17. 
What Armor was there pat on to go 
out againſt that mighty Champion ? 
That which girt him with Strength was 


the glorious Name of the Lord-3: the: 


Men of- [/-ael, though Men of War, 


were afraid ; but comes David with- 


out Armour, and -he would encounter 


him 3 Verſf. 45. Then ſaid David to the' 


Philiſtine, Thou comeſt to me with a Sword; 
aud with a Spear, and with a Shield; 


but I come to thee in the Name of the 
Lord 


P/ 


Chriſt a Chiiſtfans Life, x5 
Lord of Hoſts - David had made the 
Lord his Strength, be was girt about 
with 'the Strength of the Almighty 
Lord; the Name of Jehovah was the 
Breaſt-plate he put on 5 but the Men 
of Iſrael that were great Warriors, 
were afraid© to meet this Champion: 
So* perſons that have been great Diſ- 
puters, great Diſcourſers, perſons that 
have been great in Knowledge in the 
Letter, ſhall be afraid to meer Death 
that great Champion 3 when a weak 
Believer that hatt} made Chriſt his 
Life, ſhall go through the Battel with 
Courage : ; ſo'F-fay, a Believer depends 
on Chriſt for Life, for the Life of 
Grace, for the Life of Righteouſneſs, 
being .eirt abqut with. the Strength 
of the Lord: 

Secondly, Tike Life for the Actions 
of Life : While, a Man lives, he ads; 
when'a Man 1s dead, he cannot a; 
faith the Apoftle, firſt negatively, and 
then affirmatively , Noze lzves to him- 
ſelf, none dies to himfel & 3 and then af- 
firmatively,- /zving or dying we are the 


| Lords, Rom. 14. 8. So-if we ack a 


natgral Man, why. do you' eat, drink, 
pur'6n dloaths and} work*? el Imay 
Saedepds live: 


16s Chaiſta Chiiſtfans Lite. 


live: And if we asþ a Chriſtian,why:do 
you pray, hear, wait on God in Ordi- 
nances ? O that I may live on Chriſt,. 
injoy Chriſt : To ſee me (faith Paul ), 
live,as you think, but you are miſtaken, 
1 do not live of my ſelf, it 3s Chriſt that 
lives in me , and the Life I live 3s* by 
the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 
2. 20. 1 am crucified with Chriſt, never-. 
theleſs .1 live; 1am dead, yetlI live; I. 
am dead to the World, yet I live in. 
Chriſt ; Iam a dead condemned Sinner 
by the Sentence of the Law,yet Ilivein 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 3 I am dead 
to my own Righteouſneſs, to my own 
Works; but I am alive in Chriſt 3 I am 
crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs I live 3 
Jet not 1, but Chriſt liveth in me; though - 
I am dead to Sin, I am alive to, Chriſt ; 
though-1 am a dead Sinner, Il am a 
living Saint; I am pardoned in Chriſt, 
beloved in Chriſt, made alive through. 
Grace in Chriſt, clothed with, the: 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 3 3. therefore I. 
| live though dead; as 1f a Man ſhould 
ſay Iam a Man ſentenced, yet I am a 
Man abſolved; Lam a Man dead in the, 
Eye of the World, yetlama Man ac-. 
qd, here is my. Pardon 3 fo faith a 
Behever, 


—_ 


—_ 
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| Believer, the Law qpndemns me, the 


Law judges me,but I am alive in Chriſt, 
pardoned in Chriſt Now Law thou 
haſt nothing to ſay to me. 

Well but. Pax, do you live? You 
have got yolir Pardon, will you live 
now. to your ſelf? Nay, faith he, do 
not miſtake me, though you hear me 
fay, 1 live, yet zot I live, but Chriſt 


. liveth in me 5 I do not ſay, I am 


pardoned and abſolved to - live to 
my ſelf; No my Life is none of mine; 
though you ſee me a hving Saint, yet 
I have my root in Chriſt 3 3t 7s not I, 
but Chriſt lives in me: When I was a 
Phariſee it was I, then I prayed, I re- 


| pented, I humbled my ſelf, I. did this 
| or that, I lived zealouſly to the Law 
| but now it 1s:no more I, though I do 


the action of a Man, as before, I ſpake 
as the Phariſee, I did ſo and fo in my 


ſelf; but now it is changed, now it is - 


12 Chriſt all; before it was my own 
Righteouſneſs, now Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs 3 before it was my Duty, but now 
it is Chriſt ; [Chriſt liveth in me, Chriſt 
zeigns in me, Chriſt is all in all 3 there-- 

fore not I, but Chriſt ; therefore look 
not on mez do you hear me pray,preacli, 


? 


wide. .- - -— 
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do any aQion, it 7s #0*more T bit Chriſt 
in . me, ani. the! Life I by live '3s by 
Faith 5» the''Son'of God. If a natural 
Man eats, drinks, puts 6n: cloths, it is 
- thar he may live : but all'that I do, is 
that I may enjoy Chriſt: Some poor 
Creatures'think 'when they have done 
fome duties; they! have done-enough to 
juftifie theny's' \ but" if they have not 
Chriſt their Fife they will appear in as 
. bad a ſtate as the profanieſt Wretches 
on 'Farth :'But'T -put on: Chrift to be 
my Wiſdoty, Righteouſneſs , _Sandifi- 
cation, 1h all * my Dutizs'F'atn putting 
on 'Chriſt.-"It'is a hard matter to-trrn 
perſons from Profaneſs ; but when they 
are turned from Profanefs , and reſt 
npon their Reformation, it is an harder 
matter ro'tarn them to Chriſt : Now 
all the A&tons of a Believer are ſtill 
that Chrit'may be his Life, acting in 
Chriſt and for Chriſt. 

Thirdly; 'Tike Life for 'the Com- 
forts of Life: What is a Man's Life to 
him, if his Comforts have taken their 
leave of him 2'So it is with a Believer, 
faith he, if I'cannot enjoy Chriſt, I have 
no Comfort "in: praying or hearing, 1 
have no Comfort, but as [I meet with 

| Chriſt; 
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f Chriſt : -What are Sabbaths or Or- 
y dinances.: > though I uſe them, I capnot 
v! rejoyce in.them, till I meet with Chriſt; 
is he is my-Comfort,z when he ſhines £5.90 
is my Soul, then all. .gocs.well with me : 
T He 3s the health of. Ay countenance, faith 
e David, Pfal. 43- 5: . How do: Saints 
0 return :mourning and forrowing, and 
It what.a ſorrowtful ſtory will they tell 
: Us, if they-have .not met with Chri 
RD in. an Ordinance? A. formal Profellox, 
e | -heis content, if he hath-been at an QOr- 
fi- :dinance, whether he meets with Chyj 
Ne .or no; But. come, t9,a Oe Fi 

rn him, -how-doth it go.with you #13 

: he,I.have waited on Hof ( and I. Wo 


ſt | 'God-that-he hath brq t to WaJt 
e | on him)-but I HAVEA Es Dogs 
w i -and (he. ſortows and.imourns. with © th 
it -Spouſe, 'I. called but he: *BAVE\ 7116-440, 4h 
in .wer, 1 cole] not hear one comfortable a... 
| . from bam. Cant. 3 i went to the hy atch- 


n- -aer;but. 1 could = find him. . Oh \what »4 


to ſorrawful ſtories will, Believers. tell, if - 
ir | they denot meet with Chriſt ! If I could 
T, meet with him then: ſhould I: reJoyce;3 


ve |, [though you may, ſee. me. perform, Du- | 
I | -ties; whatis this, . if I:do:not meet, with 0 
Ke6; and hayohi ſhioing SYPOL 2D i 
- . " QU 2 - 
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Soul > Thus take Life for the Comforts 
of Life; and the Believer hath no Com- 
fort when Chriſt withdraws 3 when 
they come from an Ordinance where 
they have met with Chriſt, they will 
come leaping like an Hart ; Oh I met 
with him whom my Soul deſired! and 
that is to make Chriſt our Life, to de- 
pend on. Chriſt, and in the ACtions of all 
our Duties draw life from Chrift, and 

then our Souls have no comfort in Or- 
dinances without Chriſt : So therefore 
the Spoule invites Chriſt very friendly ; 
for {he knew, that if ſhe had not in- 
joyment of him ſhe ſhould have no 

comfort; ſhe invites him in Cazet. 7. 
IT, 12. Come my Beloved, let us go forth 

into the Field, let us lodge in the Villages 
Tet ws get up early to the Vineyard ; let 
as ſee if the Vine flouriſh, whether the 

' Fender Grape appear, and the Pomgranates 

bud forth; there will 1 give thee my loves. 

Oh come, faith ſhe, my Beloved, let ws 

go forth; if I go without thee, I ſhall 
have no comfort in my walk: Lord 

Jeſus, ſaith a Believer, come- in this 
Ordinance, come in this Duty, reveal 

thy Grace and Righteouſneſs; 'without 

that I bave no comfort : Come, my Be- 
loved 
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loved, let ws get up early to the Vineyards, 
let ws ſee if the Vine flouriſh -* Lam ſure 

© if I have not thy preſence, I ſhall have 


b. 2 dead and dark time, a diſmal walk 
a of it : Come Lord Jeſus in the Reve- 
| lation of thy Grace in my Heart, then 
, will- my Soul thrive in Grace 3 then 
| ſhall I receive comfort. Fog 
: If I have but the Buddings of Grace, 
if I have thy preſence, I ſhall make a 
good conſtruction of it 3 if I have but 


a little Grace and Chriſts preſence ? I 
can rejoyce in a little Grace : A little 


Grace when Chriſt appears, is more to 
a Believer, than a ſtrong Faith when 
: Chriſt withdraws : The Spouſe would 


not bring diſcomfort to her ſelf; Come 
let us ſee if the Vine flouriſh, whether 
the tender grapes appear; if there be but 
the leaſt Grace in my Soul, what will 
you do? there will I give thee any loves, 
there will I give thee my delights, there 
. will Fembrace thee with open Heart, 
' FF Frith warm Aﬀettions 3 there will I 
give thee my praiſes; there will I 
| exalt thy name : Come let us ſee whether 
| the tender grape appear and the Pomegra- 
nates bud forth 5 ſee how my Soul 
thrives 3 let me take. comfort though 

| Ca mm 


'$- -A andone for Ever.” That'is an excellent 
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there be but the leaſt budding forth 
of ' Grace; thongh I have but a dram 
of Grace; let me have thy preſence 3 
there will F give thee my loves : Firſt, 
My Soul ſhall have heart-joy, and be 
Fug delight. ' Secondly, Then will 

I give thee the glory of thy Grace. 
Thirdly, There will my Son be en- 
deared to thee: When thoy art pre- 
ſent the very buddings of Grace will 
be tweet : The ſtrongeft Believer can- 
n9t take comfort in his Graces till Chriſt 
appear in the tnanifeſtation of his Love 
to the Soul.” 

Fourthly, Take Life for the end of 
Life. The ehd I live for, pray for, hear 
for, is, that I may enjoy Chriſt. My 
Friends, Pray look to the end of your 
aQtions, and ſee that your aim and de- 
fire in all, is to glorifie and enjoy the 
Lorg Jeſfis 3 for it is but a' few days, 
and you will come to your laſt day 3 
a little ritne, and you will have time 
no'more 3:4 few Minutes before you 
will draw your laſt Breath ; a few Sab- 
baths, and. you will have no'more 3 
3nd whatever you have done, if you 
have not made Chriſt your life, yon'are 


qQUE- 


of Chriſt, there was abundance of Peo- 


he 


' earthen Veſttt ; the beſt of Miniſters : 
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queſtion. the 'Lord Chriſt pars to! the. 
ds Mat. 11. 7. faith onr bleſſed: 
Lord concerning Fohr, What went ye 
out into the Wilderneſs to ſee, a Reed ſha-' 
hen with: the Wind ? John that had- 
Preacht of the coming and. appearing: 


ple flockt about him to hear him, as if 
they would all have been his Converts: 
but alaſs, they:did rot know him, nor' 
wherefore they went after him. Many 
poor finners ſcem to be taken with the 
Miniſters, and' ways of God for a time, 
but they do not know why nor where-' 
fore; as if the Lord Jeſus ſhould fay, 
if you are only taken with his Preach-' 
ing as a Man,'and only the words'of 
bis mouth, you will but ſee a Reed ſha-' 
ken with the Wind : If a perſon goes to 
hear the 'beſt man upon earth yreach, 
a man of the greateſt Fame and Name; 
and go. barely tor his Learning or Elo- 
quence,. or to. hear ſome''new. thing, 
alafs, you ſee ' but a Reed ſhaken with 
the wind,” a -poor mortal man, a poor 


and Chriſtians when under temp tations, 

are-but Reeds ſhaken with'the ied & Uk 

if __s come out to:hear'Qhrift' Prezele 
| "et" to 
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to enjoy Chriſt, to meet with Chriſt, 
and can fay I come to hear Chriſt Cru- 
cified and Preached, Chriſts Righte- 
ouſneſs revealed, then indeed this is 
the aim and end of a Believer : But 
faith Chriſt, What came you out for 2 we 
may ſay to many Profeſſors, What come 
you out for? notwithſtanding the 
means you have had, the mercies you 
have enjoyed, you are in the old way 
that you were in; how blind and ig- 
norant are moſt of the Dodrins of 
Faith in Chriſt, of that Do&rin that 


alone will ſave them, of that Righte- 


ouſneſs that will cover them in the day 
of Battle? Some are taken with one 
thing, ſame with another z; ſome to 
get Notions in the Head to maintain 
Diſputes: But few come to enjoy. Chriſt, 
and meet with him ; but what. went 
you out for, O belieyer,to enjoy Chriſt ? 
and if Chriſt is not your aim and end 


1n every Duty and Sermon, what a ſad 


diſappointment will you meet with at 
laſt ! Will you not do that in a ſpiritu- 
al ation, as in a civil ation ? You eat, 
you drink, that you may live, ſaith Chriſt, 
Mat. 6. 25. Take no thought for your'life, 
what you ſhall eat, or what you ſhall drink, 

nor 
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zor yet for your body what you ſhall put on : 
is not life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment 2 So 1 fay, 1s not Chriſt 
more than life ? Is not Jeſus Chriſt more 
than all the things that appertaintolife? 
So faith a Believer, I do all that I may 
get Chriſt. So much for thoſe four things 
in the Explication concerning Life. 

The next is, the reaſons way a Be- 
lever enjoys Chriſt. 

Firſt, Becauſe of that Union there is 
between Chriſt and every Believer. As 
there is an Union between. a man and 
himſelf, ſo is there an Union between 
Chriſt and a Believer : You are dead, 
and your Life is hid with Chriſt in God; 
not I live, but Chriſt lives in me : Iam 
not on my own bottom 3; I am not a 
man living of my ſelf 3 they that are 
joyned to the Lord are one Spirit : 
Chriſt is made my own : he is made to 
me Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sandifica- 
tion and Redemption : Chriſt and I 
am one; I am a Member of his myſti- 
cal Body, ſo that wherever The, Ihive 


in Chriſt, and Chriſt in meg and I live B 


Chriſts Love: Saith a 'Believer, - I {ce 
Chriſts Conqueſts' is my Conqueſt, his 
Life my Lite , his Righteouſneſs. my 
Righteouſneſs, his Victory my Vidtory. 
I ſee him dead for me, riſen for me, at 
Gods Right Hand for me, appearing in 
Glory for me, .raifing me up at the: laſt 
day, John 6. 44. No. man can come to 
ane, except the Father which hath ſent him 
draw him 5 and I will raiſe him up at the 
laſt day. There is ſuch an Union be- 
tween the duſt of a Believer in. the 
Grave, and Chriſt, that he will raife 
him up in a cloſe and near Union, his 
Body like Chriſts glorious Body: Saith 
Chriſt, thongh a Believer dies, there 
ſhall none of his Glory be loſt ; the 
Grave is a perfumed Bed, to take a 
ſweet Nap, till Chriſt calls in the glort- 
.ous morning of the Reſurrection, then 
he will raiſe up every crum of his;duſt, 
there ſhall none of him be loſt; for 
there is ſich an Union between Chiu 
and a Believer, that a Believer: may 
meet death. and not fear : Death is but 
a meſlengee. of Peace to yoy, though 
he is the, King of .Terrors to moſt of 
the World + he comes with an Angels 
"Face to; the' Believer, tells you-ſweet 
5 The 3 > | NEWS 5 
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$3 tells you, you mult go to your 
Beds of Duſt, where you ſhall reſt in 
Peace for a time, and then be raiſed up 
to Glory; as we do our Children,wrap 
them up in their (wadling Cloathes for 
the Night, and dreſs them fine in the 
Morning : Death might ſay, come you 
are only to go to your bed of Duſt, 
and in the Morning when you awake, 
the Bridegroom will come and attire 
you; here you are defiring and long- 
ing after Chriſtz you would have more 
of God, more enjoyment of Chriſt, 
more comfort in your Spirit : well, you 
ſhall have it in the other World. It is 
true, Chriſt will raiſe up the wicked to 
zjadge and condemn them. Union with 


Chriſt cauſes the Sonl to cry out, Ofor - . 


me to live is Chriſt : Olet me livets 
thy Glory Lord ; O let not a moment 
of my Life be without the enjoyment 
of thee ! What is the Preaching of the 
Word, why are the Embaſſadors ſent 

forth, what are a multitude of mercies, 
 1f,| do not enjoy Chriſt? O that I may 
magnihe Chriſt, glorifie Chrult, faith a 

Believer, that 1s it I-preſs after more 
than any thing I here enjoy. - 2088; 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, A Believers deſire is, that 
he may live to enjoy Chriſt, becauſe of 
the bleſſed Supplies he hath from Chriſt ; 
faith the Prodigal, 1» my Father s houſe 
there is Bread enough; O faith the Soul, 
my Grace and Peace, and Comfort, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Joy, is all from 
Chriſt : Saith the Pſalmiſt, He led we 
in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, and cauſ- 
ed me to lye down in green Paſtures : O 
faith the Believer, It is from Chriſt alone 
that I have ſupplies of Grace, of Peace, 
of Strength : Saith Auſ#iz, I wiſh I had 
ſeen three things, That I had ſeen Rome 
in its Glory ; That I had ſeen Chriſt 
converfing with Men 5 and that I had 
ſeen Paul, and heard him Preach ! But 
faith another Father, [ deſire to ſee the 
King in his Beauty, the Lord Jeſws Chriſt 
in bis Kingdom of Glory, Many have 
ſpoke of him, yet never received. Grace 
from him ; but to have Supplies from 
Chriſt, to be watered from him, . that 
a Believer deſires. 

Thirdly, A Believers deſire is to live 
to Chriſt, becauſe all means and mer- 
cies are all too low for a Believer with- 
out' Chriſt : Ah, ſaith the poor Soul, 
What 1s this Ordinance but a dry _ 
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if Thave not Chriſt ! what is my Life, 
my Friends, my Comforts, withour 
le Chriſt ! It was asked one, where lay 
] his Jewels,my Jewels are in my Husband 
: and his Conqueſts. Another,; where 
lie your Ornaments? my Ornaments, 
in my two Sons. But ask a Believer, 
Where are your Jewels? my Jewels are 
in Jeſus Chriſt the Pearl of Price: ask an- 
other Believer, where are your. Orna- 
ments ? O it is in Chriſt, I put on Chriſt, 
I wear Chriſt, I enjoy Chriſt, Chriſt is 
my Ornament: ask another, where 1s 
your Treaſure? in the unſearchabla 
Riches of Chriſt, Epheſc 3. 8. Onto me 
who am leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, 
3s. this Grace given, that I ſhould Preach 
among the Gentiles the unſearchable Riches 
of Chriſt ; there 1s a Believers Riches : 
Now the World is too low a Region 
for a Believer to live in, were It not 
that he enjoys Chriſt 1n1t 3 Meat and 
 Dsink, and Honours, are too low for a 
Believer to live on; but toenjoy Chriſt 
in all, is that which he aims at. | 
I hope that I may ſay that it is your 
earneſt defire to enjoy Chriſt ; and 
that any thing below this would have 
been too low an «nd for you 3 in your 
earneſt 
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earneſt deſires for me tobe reſtortfl to 
you, and to have me amaeng you 
once more; to ſee me in the Fleth 
only, was too low an end; but your 
end T hope was, that you might enjoy 
Chriſt : ThatTI might beſpared toPreach 
-Salvation in Chriſt to-you, what your 
Sonls had formerly taſted of : The Lord 
wip'd -away your Tears, and took a- 
way your ſorrowtful Spirits, O that you 


... -may meet with Jeſus Chriſt wham your 


Souls long for, and long to hear from |! 
O that he that 1s the'Life of Saints, may 
-come with quickening Lite to your Souls, 
that you -may know.your aim and-end 
was, that you might enjoy Chriſt: The 
Lord hath heard your. Cries, and the 
Lord grant your Weeping and Sorrow 
- may be turned into Joy while you live, 
'and that we may meet together :before 
the Throne, where you ſhall have your 
Tears wiped away. 

Fourthly, The fourth:Reaſon 1s, The 
cndeatellt Loveof Jeſus Chriſt conſtrains 
a Believer to defire nothing in «this 
Lite, but what they may enjoy Chriſt 
in : Ofaith a Believer,Lord let medye 
in thy Embraces, rather than. to live 
with the hiding - of thy Face; I had 


Ta- 
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rather dye in thy Arms, than to live 
with thy Arms clafped againſt me : The 
love of Chriſt conſtrains me; as 2 Cor. 
5.114. Friends; have you taſted of the 
Love of Chriſt, 'and can you'defire any 
thing that your do not enjoy Chriſt in? 
What a poor heap of nothing is'all 'n 
the World withbnt Chriſt ? ASaintwill 
tell Foun if you ask him, -that he never 
tived-a good'day white he lved'with- 
out'Chrift 3 why the Love of Chriſt is 
ſhed abroad in his heart, for the Love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth 'ms, becanſe we 
thus' Judge, that '1f one” died 'for all, 
than were alt dead : Saithrthe Apoſtle, 
The love of Chviſt conſtrains mes, why if 
one died. for 2ll, then were all dead in fins; 
hat *'fhall "we" dv then, that they which 
tive, ſhould not* henceforth live unto them- 
ſelves, but unto” him which died for then 


ard roſe again? When a Sout by Faith 


ſeesa dying Chriſt, methinks he thould 
fay, The 'love* of Chriſt conſtrains me's 
He lived ' Love, and 'tanght Love, he 


dred in Love, 'and fits at Gods Right 
Hand in the infiniteneſs of his Love, to 
mntercede for his redeemed ones : Saith 
the Apoſtle, The love of Chriſt conſtrains 
ze. If we ask ſome, Why 'do'yon ſo 

—_ 
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long after the enjoyments of Chrilt ? 
O ſays the Sou], the Love of Chriſt ! 
The Love of a bleeding dying Chriſt, 
conſtrains me ! How lovely are his 
embraces! He hath called me, loved 
me, waſhed me a dead inner, a 
wretched ſinner: O the love of Chriſt 
conſtrains me! Tam in a ſtrait! [would 
not ask for Life, if I might not enjoy 
Chriſt. Not Chriſt only as he was 
| King of the Jews, as he converſed here 
an Earth, but a crucified bleedin 
Chriſt. Paz! goes through the Worl 
as a Man minding nothing: I 4or't know 
any man after the Flefh, nor I do not re- 
gard what man ſaith : No, nor 1 do not 
know Chriſt as he came of the Stock of the 
Jews 5, but I know Chriſt as my Redeemer, 
and that he died for me. He goes through 
' the World as a man thathath loſt a rich 
Pearl, he goes looking for that Pear], 
{o that he minds nothing elſe. But if I 
ould find this Pearl, It is the /ove of 
Griſt conſtrains me to live to him: I go 
«through the World taking notice of no- 
thing elſe, Gal. 2. 20. 1 am crucified 
with Chriſt, nevertheleſs T live, yet not [, 
but Chriſt Izveth in me; andthe lifewhich 
I now live in the fleſh, I live by the Faith 
| of 
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of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
= himfelf for. me 3 'who loved: me a 
wretched Sinner, who-loved me anun- 
done Sinner, 'who loved mea condem- ' 
ned 'Sinner, who loved> me''a- dead 
Sinner. O 'the love. of / Chriſt eon- 
ſtrains me, that if I hive; let me livein 
him, let: me live :to! him | ©: how- can 
I live without him 0: tay! me with Flag- 
gons, comfort 'me with' Apples. for I ant 
fick, of - love, Cant. 2. 5. The love' of 
Chriſt conſtrains a Believers it 1s not the 
Law 3-it' is not becanſe elfeT ſhall'be' 
damned without him 3 no, no, if I do 
Daties, enjoy Sabbacts,s It 1s all nothing 
to me without Chriſt.  - 
ÞAFitthly , A Believer fears nothing 
more than-the withdrawings of: Chriftz: 
of all the tidings and news that can-be 


brought 'to-him; nothing'does heftdr 


{o'much as Chriſts withdrawing-from- 
him; he'fears leſt the San fhould with-' 
draw, that he ſhould fee a dark Days - 
though Chriſt will never: be gone to-- 


tally, yet he fears the hiding of his Face. 


Sixthly, A Believer hath a new prin- 
ciple, a principle of Grace, the King-- 
dom of Heaven within him ;: that Hei 
cannot. bye without Chriſt; the new: 

D _ Crea* 
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Creature , the new principle,-is Chriſt 
poſieſiing the Heart, and when Chriſt 
poſleſſes the Heart, it puts all things at 
Arms length; fo Chriſt may beenjoyed, 
Gal. 1.16. 1 conferred ot with fleſh and 
blood, when God revealed his Son, then 
I was off of imy 61d. principle; I did 

_ not confer with fleſh andiblood, with 
fleſhly principles : I was not only off | 
from my own righteouſneſs ,, my own 
works, my own Prayers and Duties, 

but I come to hve upon-Chriſt. I come 

to havea new hfe within, anew. glory 
revealed to my Soul ;. I come to hve 

__ Chriſt, to drive a.new Trade for 

eaven. When once the Lord reveal- 
ed Chriſt to me, I conferred not with 

Heſh and blood: Now conferring with 

'fleſh and blood is the ruin of many 
Souls. Firſt, take conferring with fleſh 
and blood for the World , and all the 
enjoyments of it ; how many turn their 
back on Chriſt, and ruin their Souls for 
the love of the World? 2dly, Take fleth 
and blood for all the performances 
and duties: that Perſons can do, when 
Perſons take this for their Righteoul- 

neſs, how dp they fplit their Souls an 

it? When Pax} was « Phariſee, he 
C] thought 
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thought his own  doties” would fave 
him, but when Chrift was revealed to 
him, then faith he, I court all but dung 
and droſs that 1 may win Chriſt; one 
that was righteous, a praying Pal, 
one that had enough to carry him to 
Heaven as he thought ;- alaſs faith he, 
all this was bur fleſh and blood when 


I IT came to know Chriſt. 


3dly, Take Believers with what 


they have to. oppoſe them , take Be- 
lievers umder their doubting, then they 
will confider what they have of their 
own to help them to Heaven; butfaith 
Paul, I carferred not with fleſh and blood. 
The 7th Reaſon the Believer b' 
Faith hath formd Chriſt the Pearl of 
price, he hath found enough to live 
upon : "The * Merchant goes ſeekin 
goodly Pearls, but when he hath foun 
the Pearl of great price”, he fells all to 
buy that Pearl. Mar. 13. 46. Who wher 


he had found one Pearl of great Price, he 


went and fold all that he had and bought 
it. He was ſecking goodly Pearls - 


There are many: good things that Per-- -. 
ſons ſeek, but not the good 5 I confels--.*+. 
they are goodly Pearls. Praying is'a *** 7 6. 


good duty, Hearing is a good daty , 
D 2 /”. WE 
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the Lord's, Supper and Baptiſm are 
oo0d duties, and: they are the Belie- 
vers priviledge and are not to be omit- 
ted. But «Chriſt is the PreciousPear!l, 
the Pearl of great price - There 1s 
not one of theſe Pearls will open the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or give you ac- 
ceſs to the: Throne of. Grace, or Crown 
you with everlaſting. Glory: The'fool- | 
iſh Virgins. had theſe goodly Pearls, * 
but not the, Pearl of great Price; they 
went along with the Wiſe Virgins, they 
were called Virgins, they were with- 
out ſpot , but when the Bridegroom 
came, they wanted the Pearl of price; 
when Chriſt came, they cried, Give 
 -# of your Oyl ;, if they had had but one 

dram of Grace, they. had entred in 
| with the Bridegroom, -but we fee they 
were {hut out. Many go through the 
Field of the Goſpel, and take up ma- 
ny goodly Pearls; Praying , Hearing 
- - and Faſting are goodly Pearls, but 
when the: Soul comes to find Chriſt, 
to know him, he ſells all for that Pearl 
of price: -Sell them, how ? does he, 
part with his duties? no, no 3 does he 
neglect Praying ,. Hearing and - other 
duties and ordinances ? no, but be ſells 
them, 
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them, asif a Man ſhonld bind up all 
his goodly Pearls together , and give 
them all for one Peartiof great price; 
So a Man ſells all his duties and: perfor- 
mances, as that which-doth nothing in 
point of Jaſtification , but -all. for to 
glorify that Jeſus Chriſt, that pre- 
cious Pearl of price. He ſells his 


Y fins and his righteouſneſs too 3 many 


think if they part with their fins, they 
have found the'Pearl of price ; it isa. 
good thing to turn from fin, but truly 
there muſt be another turn ; you muſt: 
turn from your own r ighteouſneſ tO, 
as to reſting on it, and- truſting to it. 
Many are troubled for theſe goodly 
Pearls, and ſay, O'if I could but pray. 
as ſome can}, T ſhould. have a great: 
deal of comfort ; if I could mourn as 
I ſee ſome do, I ſhould be encouraged 
to come to God, in hope he would: 
pardon me 3 theſe are goodly Pearls,. 
but here 1s a Pearl muſt” brighten all 
theſe ; the. Blood of Chriſt muſt. waſh 
awzy the filth of theſe Tears, and the; 
ouilt of your Daties;/-and. make you: 
clean, or you are undone-for ever 3 for: 
theſe Pearls/though-! they: 'go through: 
the World, ihby wil: -not go in Em-: 
08210) D3c mangel's 
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#anel's Land, not one drop of your 
own righteouſneſs in Heaven, Phzl. 3. 
8. 9, Tea donubthkſs, and I count all 
things but loſs , for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſ Jeſus my Lord ; for 
whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
and do count them but dung that I may 
win Chriſt , and be found in him, not ha- 
wing mine own righteouſneſs which is of 
the Law » -_ _ = is throngh the 
azth o #(t, the righteouſneſs which is 
Get by = And be found in him, 
at} that 1s done by a Believer on earth, 
ts to bring forth fruit to God as a meet 
Inheritor of: the Kingdom of Heaven 5 
as one made holy and blameleſs, and 
- anQified to bring forth fruit to this 
glorious Chriſt. But 1s this Fruit once 
to: be mentioned. in the Kingdom of 
Glory, as the cauſe of our being glo- 
rified 2 1t. is not there, Lord: I have 
Prayed, or E have been' at: the Houſe 
of - Gad, or I have Faſted ; no, if that 
had been, might not the Fooliſh Vir- 
vins have entred into Heaven. as well 
as the Wiſe 2: But 1t. 15 to: have this 


name on us, the Lord our 'Righteouſ.. 


neſs; it is what:Chriſt hath done, you 
being found in; hin, what he hath per- 
. l : formed, 
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formed, what he is, that Believers ſhall 
be, as being Members joyned to their 
Head. Well, have you fonnd this 
Pearl of great price, though there be 
not ſuch great inlargements, fich great 
gifts? And do your Souls wrap up 
your ſelves in this righteouſneſs of . 
Chriſt ?- And do you lay hold on 
him to be Wiſdom and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Sanfification and Redemp- 
tion to you ? Hath God brought you 
off from your own battom ? Do you 
no longer ſtand on your own Legs? 
Do you truſt to nothing that you can 
do ? What if you could pray as an 
Angel , the Heavens are unclean in his 
ſoght, and the Angels he charges with fol- 
Ly. Though Praying , Praiſing, Hear- 
ing, Reading, are duties, yet when the 
Souls find not Chriſt in them , they are 
Broken Ciſternsz but when thy. Soul 
hath Chrift , there is Faith and Love 
and; Delight in the Soul rejoycing, int 
God, admiring the wonders of his 
Love. Alas, to think that outward 
Puaties- make up a Chriſtians happt- 
nefs:, then'how often would a Belie- 
vers comforts-fail him? for how often 
are We at a loſs here, and nonpluſt 
pſa $376 D 4 here? 
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here? but here 1s the joy of the Soul, 
I have. found the Pearl of price: As 
for my own duties and performances, 
theſe good Pearls though I have them 
and rejoyce in them in Chriſt, yet I 
will not Plead to be Jaſtified by 
them; I will not ſo much as ſay when 
I have been performing the beſt duty, 
Lord remember. me for my Prayers 
fake : But -I deſire' to be found in 
Chriſt, for the Lord Jeſus hath bought 
all, purchaſed all. And ſo now the 
Lord is ty righteouſneſs, 'my care is 
| to be found in him : Now I have a 
rich Pearl, though I have paor du- 
ties .and Prayers; indeed they are 
good and uſeful and glorious in their. 
places, but I have found one Pearl 
worth all, one Chriſt worth all; and 
this Pearl I live on for all, and live 
on 1n all: Now faith the: Believer, I 
have enough, L have got a Chriſt, and 
I will ive upon-him, I will live to him, 
and I will rejoyce in him 5 now.1 defire 
to enjoy nothing here below. if I done 
enjoy him.; for firſt , Chriſt; is a. rare. 
Pearl, Whom with thee can compare? 
who in the Heavens or among:the Sons 
of the Mighty can compare with Chriſt. 
: XY Among 
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Among all the Angels in Heaven, who 
can be compared to Chriſt > Take 
all their Praiſes and Triumphs and all 
the. Services of thoſe glorions Spirits, 
are ' they to be compared to Chriſt ? 
Then how low and mean are our beſt 
Services? I am ſure, if the Service of 
the Angels cannot compare with Chriſt, 
much - leſs can ours : Will you come at 
laſt and meaſire with God? Will you 
meaſure God's Juſtice and your poor 
Duties? There 1s not, the moſt Righ- 
teous Man living on Earth, but it wall 
be faid, Thou art weighed in the ballance, 
and art found wanting 5 but to the 


Man that knows Chriſt, Chriſt is weigh- 


ed for him, and Chriſt 1s full and per- 
fect Weight : Juſtice hath good Satis- 
faction 3 therefore 'well did Paxl to 
caſt off all : Saith he, I deſire to be found 
iz him 3 he 1s a rare Pear]; well ma 

2 Believer caſt off all and deſire-to be 


fognd in Chriſt, P/al. 89.6. Who in the 


Heavens can be compared unto the Lord 2 
Who among the Sons of the mighty can be 
likened unto the Lord ? O what ſtriving 
is-here- for Kingdoms and Crowns? but 
put--all- the Kingdoms/in the World, 
and'if there were-ten thouſand Worlds 
2 DNL MOre 
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more, one Chriſt is more worth than 
ten rhouſand times ten'thoufand Worlds. 
But Soul, if thou art but poor in the 
World, 'baſt bur little here, yet if 
thou haſt a Chriſt, thou art rich e- 
noughz then well may a Believer ſay, 
_ O let it to me to live, be Chriſt ;, let 

me enjoy no good Means or Mercies 
but in Chriſt, becauſe he is a rare 
Pearl: To ſee a Soul in Chriſt-,” what 
a rare Portion, a rare Mercy is be- 
ſtowed on that Soul? We may ſee 
a Multitude hearing, praying, ſeeking 
goodly Pearls; but it is rare to fee a 
Soul that hath found this Pearl of 
great price, ſelling all for Chriſt, caſt- | 
ing away all as Dung and Drofs. for 
Chriſt ; ſelling all, that is, not as if 
| a Man that knew Chriſt were to run 
out of houſe and home, but ſo to. ive 
upon Chriſt , as to trample on the 
World; ſo to uſe his Bleſſing wn the 
World, as that he may have his Heart 
ready to leave them. when ever he is 
called to. it 3 and ta ſell his Rightequf 
neſs, that is, not to. truft to. it, Do 
not miſtake me. to- think the Knaw- 
 Tedg of Chriſt makes you leſs in Nuty z 

ir makes you. more, 1 Love, more in 
| _—_— 
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Delight, and more in Praiſes and 
Prayer : For, faith the Soul, though I 
have prayed, or heard, or been at the 
blefied Supper which of all theſe may 
be compared with Chriſt > Therefore 
I will fell all for this gogdly. Pearl, 
that I may have this Pearl of Price. 
When you come to dye and leave this 
World, if you have this Pearl of great 
Price, you go boldly to the Throne 
of the Father : O whatever other 
goodly Pearls you have, you are 
loſt for ever, if you have.not this; 
Pearl of Price. A Believer performs 
Daties as-they are commanded of God, 


| . and as the way wherein God meets 


his People; but: to his acceptance he 
hath his Eye upan - Chriſt alone 3 for 
the. beſt of Duttes are but Dung and. 
Drofs to compare with this . precious 
Pearl. When Satan comes. with his 
Temptations and tells the Believer, 


What a poor nnworthy Creature he is 3: 


the Believer that hath his Eye upon. 
Chrift for: acceptance, he may boldly: 
anſwer Satan, though .I am poor and 
unworthy , he throngh whom I am ac+- ” 
cepted, 1s precious and' dearly beloved: _ 
of God the Father,who is well pleaf 5y 
with him and in him. See. © ih 
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Secondly, Chirſt is a rich Pearl ; there- 
fore you may well live upon him, you 
-may well ſay, for me to live 3s Chriſt 3 
if you know Chriſt aright, your Hearts, 
Words and Lives cry out, for me to live 
3s Chriſt 5 Perſons for want of know- 
ing Chriſt, remain poor and blind and 
miſerable, and naked ; Col. 1, 19. For 
zt pleaſed the Father the ir him ſhould 
all Fulneſs dwell : All Fulneſs' of the 
Godhead, all Fulneſs of Grace, Peace, 
Glory dwells in Chriſt z when you 
have Chriſt you have enough to. live 
on, for you have a rich Pearl. The 
Rich Man 1s covetous for more Riches; 
the Believer is covetons for more of 
Chriſt; he would enjoy nothing but he. 
would enjoy Chriſt in it, Chriſt above 
it. O Soul, here is enough to enrich: 
you! It 1s for want of knowing Chriſt, 
that poor Sinners ſtand off from Chriſt : 
Fe For firſt, though Sinners are 
+ —_— ' very poor, they are: very. 
SEE RC —_ Secondly, . Though 
they are very-poor,” they are: very ig- 
norant. Firſt, though Sinners are very 
L£:2%. poor, they arevery proud ;z they would 
- EJ fain be .doing ſomething rather' than. - 
$4: 28 oa ne to [Chriſt ; —_ would fain ' be- 
| - : | "4 trading 
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trading for goodly Pearls: As if a 
Man that was adry, ſhould be. going 
through a Field, where there was much 
Water, that was pure and clean 3 and 
the Man ſhould ſay, I ſhall dirty my 
Cloths to come at it, and in the clear 
Water my Face will be ſeen, and there- 
fore I will rather drink of ſome mud- 
dy, dirty Water, that I may not fee 
my Face: . So it 1s with poor Sinners, 
they would fain drink the Kennel-Wa- 
ter of their- own Duties 3 for they are 
afraid to come to Chriſt. for fear of. 
ſeeing their own Faces, . for fear'of ſee- 
ing themſelves nndone and miſerable; 
and therefore the Soul cries out, Will 
God look on me? Will fo righteous a 
God entertain me? If I were better, 
if I could but get my Heart to break, 
and-could have my Heart inlarged, I 
would come to Chriſt; but ſhall I a 
filthy Sinner think to have Grace and 

Righteouſneſs * Thus poor Sinners 
_ would be trading with their own Coin 
and with their own Duties ; they are. 
very unwilling, that all their own Dn- 
ties ſhould be. caſt down ; bur faith 
Paul, That I counted to be gain, I found: 
loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledg 


af 
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of Chriſt. Olet me be found in Chriſt 
now let me put off my own Rags; 
'now let me live on nothing of my own, 
but on Chriſt ; Row. .10. 3. For they 
being ignorant of God's Righteouſh eſs, 
and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
Righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted them- 
ſelves unto the Righteouſneſs of God. And 
in Rom. 9. They were prone to their 
own Righteouſneſsand would not come 
to Chriſt for Righteouſneſs ; in Verſ.31, 
32. But Iſrael which followed after the 
Law of Righ _ neſs, hath. not attained 
to the Law of Righteouſneſs. Wherefore? 
becauſe they ſought it not by Faith, but as 
it were by the Works of the Law; for 
they ſtumbled at that ſtumbling-ſlone. 
They ſtumble, they conld not lay down 
_ all their own Works, all their own 
Righteouſneſs. In point of Juſtificati- 
on, they ſtumbled at the Righteouſneſs 
of Faith 3 they would be juſtified by 
. the Deeds of the Law, which juſtifie 
no Man, but condemn every Man. 
All Sinners are proud and poor; they 
would not be beholding to Chriſt for 
all. They would apprehend ſome wor- 
thyneſs in themſelves to be accepted of 


God. Secondly, Sininers are very- our | 
an 
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and very ignorant; they think to get 
out' of debt ſome other way. than by 
Chriſt,or by the help of Chriſt ; they are 
like a poor man'that 1s in debt, he 
trades and thinks to get out of debts; 
but the buſineſs is ſo carried, that he 
runs further in debt 3 fo one-comes to 
him, and tells him; you do not get at 
all. out' of debt by your trading; pray 
conſider how poor:you are, and reſt 
no- Torger on your own trading to 
bring you out of debt 3 but if yon 
will come along with -me, I 'will bring 
you to one,” will pay all your debts 
for you. The glorious Goſpel that re- 


veals the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, calls Sinners 


to accept of im, as poor, miſerable, 
undone Sinners, who are deeply in- 
debted to God, acquaints them that 
Jeſus Chriſt hath paid a full price for 
them: to ſet them free. Fohr. 8. 36. 
The Son ſhall niake you free, then ſhall 


z you be free indeed, | Yet poor Sinners, - 


they think they have ſomething to 
trade with ; they think if they could 
but pray more, or remember Sermons 
more, they ſhould 'get out of God's 
Debt ; but they take a wrong courſe, 
for all that they can do, they do but 

-- 
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run further into debt; .by all that you 
can do, you will never get out of debt, 
if you have not, a. Righteouſneſs mn 
Chriſt, you will never be. accepted of. 
God; you muſt lay down all your own, 
and as a poor Sinner lay hold on. 
Chriſt 3 .as the Merchant-man ſells all 
the goodly Pearls to buy this Pearl of 
Price, Well might Paul ſay, 1 Hive, yet 
not I, but Chriſt liveth in me ;, 1 Rive 
upon him, to him, I live in him; I 
was fo poor I conld never get-out of 
debt by all that,J could do; there- 
fore I defireto be found. in Chriſt alone, 
Many are complaining,. they cannot do 
this or that, as if they: would- get out 
of debt by their own Works ; but now 
Chriſt is rich enough to make up .all 
your loſſes: When.a Man hath one:to 
repair and make up all his Lofles, he 
may well depend on. him. Rom. 5. 
from 15th Verſeto the end. But ot as 
the offence, ſo alſo 3s the free gift. For 
if through the offence of one, many be 
dead much more by the grace of God, 
and the gift by grace, which is by one, Mar, 
Jeſus Chriſt hath abounded unto many. 
And not as it was by one that ſinned; ſo 
7s the gift 3 for the Judgment was by one 
to 
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to condemnation ; but the free gift is of 
many offences unto juſtification. Foy if 
by one mans offence, death reigned by 
ond; much more they which receive abun- 


dance of Grace, and of the Gift of Righ- 


teouſneſs, ſhall reign in life by one, Jeſus 
Chriſt. Therefore as by the offence of 


one, Tndgment came upon all men to con- 


demnation; even ſo by the Righteouſneſs 
of one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto Juſtification of Life, Foy as by one 
mans diſobedience many were made ſin- 
ers, ſo by the obedience of one, ſhall 
many be made Righteous, Moreover, 
the Law entred, that the offence might 
abound 3» but where Sin aboinded, Grace 
did much more abound : That as Sin 
hath reigned unto Death, even ſo might 
Grace reign through Righteouſneſs unto 
Eternal Life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Here you ſee, whatever the Offence. of 
Unrighteouſneſs and Sin and Condem- 
nation 1s 3 there is Life and Righteoul- 


neſs by Jeſus Chriſt ro make up the 


breach : All that lay hold on Chriſt 
ſhall have Righteouſneſs and Lite by 


him : For as Sin and Death reigned in-*. --. 


Adam, fo Lite and Righteouſneſs reigns 


| in Chriſt, and is imputed to. the Sin- 


E ner 
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ner. by himz ſo -that Chriſt is rich 
enough to make _up all Loſſes. Alas! 
It is not m our {elves to do this. In 
the firſt Ldam there is Death and Cbn- 
demnation, and 'Unrighteouſneſs, and 
Guilt and Wrath 3 here now muſt be 
one to 1ſatisfhe, here muſt be one to 
bring in Righteouſneſs, and Life, and 
Grace,and that morethan fin z byt where 
1s that Man that hath Righteouſneſsand 
Grace abounds more than Sin 2 Man 
canmot do this himſelf, he muſt thave 
one that hath an All-ſufficient Righte- 
ontneſs and infinite Grace that may 
prefent him to the Father to be accept- 
ed, that the Grace of God, the Gift 
of Lite and Righteouſneſs may over- 
come and wrap up the poor Sinner 
wholly in it, that he may be without 
ſpot or wrinkle. If it be fo, that in 
Chriſt you ſhall have all your Loſes 
made up and repaired, ſhould you not 
live on Chriſt for all you want? are 
you finful > Chriſt 1s Righteous; are 
you dead in Sin 2 Chriſt hath bronght 
Life ' and Immortality to light 5 have 
you finned to a great height > Chriſt's 
Merit 1s above all your Sin 5 where $in 
bath abounded,, Grace doth mach 
more 
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more abound 3 where Sin hath abound- 


ed, there tis,a ſuperabounding Grace, 
(0 perabounding Righteouſneſs, and ſa- 
perabounding Life. Adam received the 
Promiſe of the Woman's Seed before 


he had done any Work or Sacrifice, to 
the end that God”s Truth might ſtand 


_ faſt, namely that we are juſtified be- 


fore God altogether without Works, 
and do obtain Forgiveneſs of Sins 
meerly by Grace 3 who 1o were able 
to believe this well and ſtedfaftly the 
ſame were a Door above all the 
Doors in the World, faid Luther. A- 
gain, All Hereticks have failed in this 
point, that they do not rightily under- 
ſtand nor Fes the Article of Jn ificati- 
on 5 how we are juſtified before God : for 
if that were loſt, \ then manifold errors of 
neceſſity would eaſue. O then , how 
rich is Chriſt! How rich in Merit.to 
pay God all that 1s dune to him' from 
the Sinner ! O ſaith one, I am a great 
Sinner 5 ſaith another, I have great Im- 
perfetions in my Duties 3 I am fo 
carnal, fo' dead, ſo wandering, fo in- 
differ 13 lam afraid to come to God, 
I anffo ſinful :' Why, poor Soul, here 
is' a Chriſt for you to live Upon : : 
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here.is: Righteouſnes for Sin, Life for 
Death , Pardon. for Condemnarion : 
Then go to Chriſt, lay hold of himby 
Faith as given of God to you, and then 
you will ay with Paul, For wwe to live 
# Chriſt. 

Secondly, As Chriſt is rich enough 
to repair all your Lofles 5 So you are 
inrichr with all the Treaſure of Chriſt, 
x .Cor. 3: alt, For all is yours, and 
Je. are Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods. As 
it he ſhould ſay, have you a Chriſt with 
God ? Is your Chriſt God's Son, and 
is he Heir of all things? Then all is 
yours : Paul and Apollos and Cephas are 
all yours; all the Miniſters of Chriſt 
are ſent for the good of the Redeemed 
ones, all that are Chriſts : Then the 
Saint may ſay, Is all mine ? Is Life 
mine? Yes, Life 1s yours.z for while 
you hve, you ſhall live a fancied Life: 
Well, but is Death mine? many are 
afraid to diez Yes, Death is yours; 
Death is made your Friend 3 Death is 
conquered in Chriſt; and when Death 
comes, you need not be afraid to en- 
tertain your Lord's Meſſenger, that 
| he ſends to fetch yon home to his 
Glory: Deathis ſent to fetch you out of 

MN your 
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your Houſes of Clay to meet your Re- 
deemer, and fit on the Throne with 
him, and to enjoy your Lord in Glory. 
Saith the Believer. But how comes all 
this to be mine ? Why, your are Chriſt's 
and Chriſt is Gods : All thingsare yours, 

\ the Crowns above, the Thrones above, 
the Saints above, the Angels above, 
Fulneſs of Joy above, Rivers of Plea- 
ſure above; . and how comes all this to 
be yours in Chriſt? Becauſe Chriſt - 1s 
Gods, and God hath poſleſſed him. 
with all things, and .made him Heir 
of -all things 3 therefore he enriches his 
Members with all things: Then well 
may a Saint deſire neither Lite, nor.a- 
ny thing in Life any futher than he en- 
Joys Chriſt. 

Thirdly, As Chriſt - repairs all your 
Loſſes, and as you are-enriched with 
the Treaſures of Chriſt, ſo he enriches 
your Souls alſo: As you have Riches 
abaye and Riches below, ſo he en- 
riches you within. Whep-a Soul knows: 
Chriſt, what a glorious Knowledge 'of 

h the things above comes into the Soul? 
« He enriches your poor, dark, begger-. 
t ly Underſtandings; for while a Man. al 
bs is ignorant .of Chriſt, what poor, low; : 
\f Es | E 3 Ts things 
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things does he ſtudy and ſeek after ? 
but when a Soul comes to have Chriſt 
revealed to him,then the Soul comes fo 
aſpire and inquire after God and 
Chriſt, and the things above; he en- 
lightens the Underſtanding, that be- 
fore did lead on the Atfectrons to 
graſp after a little vain Pleafures and 
Honors, and Profits in this World, and 
now cauſes the Sotit to purſue after 
higher things; then he enriches the 
Will, I will make them a willing people © 
in the day of my. Power, Pal. 110. 3. 
It 1s a glorious thing, to have the Will 
ſabdued, the Will renewed ; to have a 
perverſe, ſtnbborn' Will, now to ſerve 
in the Beauties of Holineſs. 

Secondiy, he enriches the- Aﬀections 
with Joy, and - Peace, and Delight : 
O what a Glory 1s it, to have the Af- 
{eons raiſed up / the Heart ſet on 
things above, on Jeſus Chriſt ! the 
- Soul is ſeeking after Glory, the Heart 
is ſeeking after Heavenly things. When 
Jeſis Chriſt comes,heenriches all the Af- 
tetions of the Souls The Kings Danghter 
zs all glorious within; Chriſt is fo rich a 
Pearl, ſuch Riches in him, that he ſets 
open Doors to all that come 3'Whoever' 
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come ſhall find welcome ; there js e- 
nough in him, for the Sinner to live upon, 
while he lives here and to all Eternity. 

Thirdly, Chriſt is an Heart-chearins 
Pearl: O faith the Son), conld F bur 
have Chriſt for mine, enjoy Chriſt, 
how would my Heart rejoyce 2 Now 
when Chriſt ſhines with a glimps of his 
Righteonſneſs into the Soul; O faith 
the Sou}, that I could enjoy more of 
this Chriſt, more of his Gracc, of his 
Love ! Saith the Spouſe, He brought ze 
into the Banqueting- Houſe, and his Ban- 
er over me was Love, Cant. 2.4.Banners 
of Love, O what a chearfnl Feaft I 
have now ! I think all the Aﬀidctions 
and Temptations I have in the World 
can never caſt me down. the Heart 
1s cheared : What, 1s- Chriſt mine ? 
What, 1s God mine? Is Grace mine ? 
and Righteouſneſs mine? and Glory 
mine ? This1s an Heart-chearing Peart; 


Oit is ſach a Pearl, drink it in all your 


Potions, and bring Chrift in every Þu- 
ty! Then a Soul may take comfort 
and reafon thus with himſelf 3 though 
I am dead in Duty, Chriſt lives; 
though I am ſinfa}, Chrift is righteous z- 
though my Corrnptions abound,Chrift's 

SED | E 4 Grace 
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Grace doth much more abound : Take 
Chriſt in every Portion, and in; all Du- 
ties, let Chriſt be there ſtill :.. 1 haze 
ſet the Lord always beſore me (faith Da- 
vid) ſo ſhould you ſet Chriſt always 
before you, and when Satan or Con- 
ſcience accuſes, ſet Chriſt before you 
as your perfet Righteouſneſs. Saith 
the Plalmiſt, P/al. 16. 8. I have ſet the 
Lord always before me ;, becauſe. he 3s at 
my right hand, I ſhall not . be moved. 
Verſe 9. Therefore my Heart is glad 
and my Glory rejoyceth, my Fleſh alſo 
ſhall reſt in hope. Verſe 10. . For thou 
wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, neither 
wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee Cor- 
ruption., It Chriſt-ſhall be raiſed: up to 
Glory, then I will ive in hope of be- 
ing raiſed up to Glory with him: The 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks Prophetically of Chriſt ; 
Neither wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One 
to ſee Corruption, Now faith the Believer, 
if Chriſt conquers Death, and Hell, and 
did not fee Corruption, I may well 
rejoyce, for I ſet the Lord always be- 
fore me, and whatever he enjoys I ſhall 
have a glorious ſhare in. 

Fourthly, He 1s an Everlaſting Pearl; 
Many have rich Pearls, live on them, 

; and 
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and ſpend them 3 but live on Chriſt 
as long as you will, you will never 
waſte Chriſt's Stock : All the Sinners, 
that ever came to the Gate of Mercy, 
and have been ſupplied with Mercy, 
ever ſince the Draw-bridge of Mercy 
hath been let down.never diminiſhed or 
leſſened Chriſt's Mercy : : No, he is an 
Everlaſting Fear]; for he that believes 
in Chriſt, ſhall have Everlaſting Life: 


God ſo loved the World, that he gave his 


only begotten Son to die, that whoſoever 
believed in him ſhould not periſh but have 
everlaſting Lije, John 3. 16. There you 
ſee 15 a Pearl that will laſt you for e- 
vers when Friends fail you, and the 
World fails you, he will not fail- you. 
For he that believes ſhall never periſþ, 
but have everlaſting Life. 

Fifthly, He 1s a molt glorious Pearl : 
If ever you would live a glorious Life, 
live on Chriſt, who 1s the Brightneſs of 
his Fathers Glory : 3 We ſee his Glory 
as the Glory of the only begotten Son of 
God, full of Grace and Truth. He1s 
a glorious Pearl, therefore ſee to 'it 5 
in all you enjoy, let Chriſt be he 
prime principal thing, to be the. all in 
all, and more. than all in every. thing 


you —_— The 
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The- 8th reaſon. : A Believer defires 
not Life, nor nothing in Lite, no further 
than he enjoys Chriſt; for he knows 
that Chriſt is better than Life, P/a/. 63. 
O God thou art my God ;, early will I ſeek 
thee, my Soul thirſteth for thee, my Fleſh 
longeth for thee, in a dry and thirſty Land 
where no water is ; to ſee thy power and 
thy Glory, as I have ſeen thee in the San- 
Fuary, Becanſe thy loving kindneſs is 
better than life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee: 
Thus will I bleſs thee while I live, I will 
lift up my hands in thy Name. Thou 
ſhalt be the Object of my Worſhip, 
thee alone will I truſt in, thee alone 
will I reſt on,becauſe thy loving-kindneſs 
z better than life ; thy Grace, and Mer- 
cy, and Love in Chriſt 1s better than 
Life : God is very gracious to give us 
our Livesz he did not owe us one mo- 
ment of time. When we came into the 
World he might immediately have ſent 
us to our Graves. Firſt, God's love in 
giving of Chriſt is better than Life: 
How gracious is God to preſerve 
us hitherto ? But what an Act of Grace 
to give Chriſt; when poor' Sinners 


lay weltering in their Blood for the _ 


love of God, to pity them, and look 
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on them, and beſtow Chriſt - upon 
them! 

Secondly, Chriſt 1s better than Life, 
becauſe of the Wonder of God's Love ; 
the Love of God 'in giving Chriſt is 
more wonderful and admirable than 
Life it ſelf. This 1s a wonder of Mercy 5 
but the wonder of God's love in giving 
Chriit, that is a greater wonder. O 
the Heighth! O the Depth! O the. 
_ and Breadth of the Love of 


| Go , In giving Jeſus Chriſt! O the 


riches of his Grace ! His love 3s paſt 


finding out : In giving Jeſus Chriſt there 


is height of Love,depth of Love, length 
of Love, bredth of Love ; it is higher 
than Heaven : Though our ſins have 


| reached to Heaven, yet Chriſt's Love 1s 


higher than our fins; it is deeper than 
Hell ; Hell ſhall never prevail 5 all the 
Plots of Hell ſhall never prevatl againſt 
a Believer : Then as to the breadth of itz 
Spread our Thoughts as far as we can, 
we ean never reach the Love of- Chriſt 
to poor Sinners, it paſſeth knowledg. 


| Then as to the length of it ; It is longer 


than Time, for it is everlaſting. ©  +- 
Thirdly, It is better than Lite, tf we 


| conſider the Bounties of it ; How 


bountiful 
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bountiful is God to give us means: and 
mercies in our lite ? But Jeſus Chriſt is 
better than all, better than Silver or 
_ Gold, or all things that can be deſired; 
who with him can compare ? 

Fourthly, He 1s better than Lite, in 
regard of the Delights of Life; though 
we may enjoy all Comforts and Mer- 
cies of this Life, if we have not ghacny 
with God, what good will they do us? 
A. wounded $ pirit who can bear 2 Who 
cen ſtand againſt a ſin-revenging God ? 
Then is not Chriſt better than Life ? 

Next, Chriſt is better than Life, if 
we conl der, that the Believer will ne- 
ver be ſeparated from Chriſt : But as 
for our Life, though we live a while, 
ere long we muſt lay down our Lives, 
we muſt all e're long away to the Houſe 
appointed far all living. But now as Þ 
for Jeſus Chriſt, where there is Union 
with him, and the Soul lives to him 
and upon him, there is neither Life 
nor Death, things preſent nor things to 
come, ſhall ſeparate a Believer from Chriſt. 
Rom.8.39. Neither height nor depth, nor 
any thing ſhall be able to ſeparate him ſrom 
Chriſt. 


- Ninbly 
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Ninthly, A Believer 1s well acquaint- * 
ed what it 15s to be without Chriſt, and 


d3 know what it is to have Chriſt : For 
me to live is Chriſt : (as if he ſhonld ſay) 
_ I knew what it was once to live with- 
gh out him, to truſt to my own Works, to 
-I- | live on any thing without hims I knew 
”— once what it was to be without Faith, 
oy and without God, and without true 
ho Hope, and without true Joy, and with- 
{? | out true Conſolation 3 now I know 
what a wonderful Change there 1s 1n 
it me, and what a wonderful difference 
_ there is between my living in Chriſt, - 
IF and my living without Chriſt ; before, 
le, it -I had any hope, it was falſe ; if I 
©5, | had any Comfort, it was periſbing : 
ae But now my hopes are built on ano- 
a3 | ther Foundation, and all my Comforts 
on | ſpring from another Fountain. Oh 1 
by would not live one day without Chriſt, 


| IE would not have one Mercy or Duty 
70 | without him! While I lived without 
ſt. Chriſt, 1t was all loſt time, T lived on 
Vanity and Folly ; now I have many a 
on j weeping Eye, and fighing Heart, for 
thoſe things 1 orice took delight in, O 
my Vanities! 'my loſt days!*O that tk 
knew Chriſt noſooner ! O- that I got 

HOP not 


62 Chiſta Chiſtians Life. 


not acquaintance with him before! 

Firſt, The Believer will tell yon, all 
the days of his Life before he knew 
Chriſt, were ſpent in Folly and Vanity, 
O the time that 1s run out 1n Vanity ! O 
let me not live in any Comfort or En- 
Joyment where I do not enjoy Chriſt! 
O. faith the Soul, the difference that is 
between the Joy I have in Chriſt, and 
the fooliſh mad Pleaſures 1 enjoyed, 
when [ lived out of Chriſt ! Now Lord, 
let me not live but to glorifie thee ; 
Lord,I would be with thee, and glori- 
fie thee in all; let Chriſt be all in al! 
to me: What weeping Eyes and wound- 
ed Hearts will Sinners have that live 
without Chriſt , when once they come 
to know Chriſt, that they lived ſo long 
without him ? O how ready are poor 
Sinners to think we do them mich 
Wrong in wooing them to coine to 
Chriſt, and accept of him ! But poor 
Sinner, when thou comeſt to knoGw 
Chriſt, thou wilt then with a weepmg 
Eye and Heart cry out, O let me wot 
live, but to Chriſt. A Believer will fay, 
It is high time for me to awake, andto - 
be ſerious and earneſt in 'feeking Jeſus 
Chriſt : Many are turned from vam 

| Sinners 
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Sinners to fooliſh Profeſlors 3 but take 
2 true honeſt-hearted Believer, and ask 
him, what would you have? O that 1 


, may enjoy Chriſt, faith he. What would 


you haveinevery Duty 2 What would 
ou have in Ordinances ? Q let me 
have Chriſt, or elſe they will be poor 
empty Wells without Water, Clouds 
without Rain to my Soul ! 
Secondly, He will tell you 1t was 
not only vain and fooliſh, but altoge- 
ther unprofitable. Saith the Apoſtle, 
What 1 counted gain 1 found loſs : What 
will it profit a man to gain the whole World 
and loſe his own Soul? Mat.16. 26. Saith 
the Apoſtle, What I connted gain 1 found 
loſs. Alas ! What Profit ſhall I have 
of my Education and Learning? I 
thought once was as happy as another, 
and a little Duty wonld make me hap- 
py for ever3 but I ſee without Chriſt 
I am undone for ever : I thought if I 
gave God ſomething of his due, if I 
did ſome Duries, and was ſomething 
beyond the 'vain World, I ſhonld be 
happy 3 but-I ſee nothing will do, or 
can profit me without Chriſt 3 for with- 
out '1 hve in Chriſt F cannot enjoy 
Cheſt, I cannot enjoy Grace in — 
Righ- 
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_ —-" pg in Chriſt , Faith in 
Chriſt. 

” Thirdly, I fee all my Duties are 

poor worthleſs things out of Chriſt ; I 

thought to have prayed my way to 

Heaven, but I fee all my Duties are 
Droſs and Dung, let me not meet one 
of them withour Chriſt : I had loſt my 
Prayers and my Soul, had not I been 
ſ{bipt in Chriſt, had I not had Chriſt to 
be my all, and in all; I fee all would 
have becn unprofitable it I had not had 
Chriſt, Prayers, Sabbaths, Hearing : 

What 1s all my Hearing, it I have not 
Chriſt 2 So alſo the Supper of the 
Lord, and other Dutics, what would 
they be to me without Chriſt ? they 
would be as whited Sepulchers, which 
within arc full of dead Mens Bones and 
all Cacleanneſs, Mat. 23.27. O how 
miſerable was I before I knew Chriſt, 

and lived to Chriſt! Nay, faith a Be- 
hever, I cannot rell you how wretched 
I was; but1 can tel] you three things, 
Firſt, I had been unprofitable, I had 
never brought forth fruit to God. Se- 


Death, and unto all Eternity. Third- 
ble. 


condly, Uncomfortable in-Lite, and * 


ly, [ had been wretched and miſera-- 
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ble. O then, Come to me, Þ will tell you 
what God hath done for ay, Soul, Pla, 
66. 16. 

Tenthly, A Believer deli Ires neither 
Means, nor Mercies, nor Conmtorts, but 
what he may enjoy Chriſt in; becauſe 
a Believer hath experienced how ſweet 


| the Life of a Believer is. O taſte and 


ſee that the Lord 3s good, Plal. 34. 8, g- 


O taſte and ſee how precious Chriſt is ! 


how rich in Mercy ! how wonderful in 
Love! O taſte and ſee that the Lord is 


| good ; bleſſed 3s the man that truſteth in 


hin. O fear the Lord, ye his Saints 3 
or there is no want to them that fear 


| him, I will tell you what Chriſt hath 


done for me 3 I cryed unto the Lord and 


| he heard me, Thave experienced it 3 
| taſte and ſee that the Lord is good, bleſ- 
| ſed is the man that truſteth in him, that 


iiveth upon him. So in 1 Pet. 2. 2,3 
As new born babes deſire the ſincere mk 


lo f the Word that you may grow thereby. 


ſo be that ye have taſted that the Lord 


| 75 gracious. O faith the Soul, I delire 


I may live upon Chriſt, upon the Pro- 
miſes of Chriſt, upon the Love of 
Chriſt: What, if you have taſted that 
the Lord 1 1s gracious 2 Then let _ 
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be one at my Table, one in my Pray- 
ers, one in every Ordinance , one 
where ever I am : What have l taſted? 
That the Lord is gracious,that is the beſt 
Sawce to my Meat, the beſt Comfort 
to my Sonl;z OI have taſted ! What 
have you taſted? That the Lord is 
gracious , I experience 5 I know what 
he is, he is the chief of ten thou- 
ſand, I cannot live without him, I 
. cannot enjoy any Mercy or any Com- 
fort without him. Saith the Soul, 
What 1s this Friend > This ts not 
Chriſt; and what 1s this Ordinance ? 
This.is not Chriſt: What can I take 
_ Comtort in, if I have not Chriſt > The 
Saints can experience, how precious 
. Chriſt 153 to them that believe, he | 
is precious. Mary came to the Sepul- 
chre, there was the place where her 
Lord lay, there were the Grave- Cloths, 
the Sepulcher, but her Lord was gone ; 
where have you laid my Lord 2 There 
Mary ſtands weeping, I cannot live 
withon Chriſt: So a Soul comes to an 
Ordinance, Here 1s the Tomb ! Here 
1s the Grave Cloths! ;but where have | 
they laid my Lord > What comfort 1s 
this or that? What is a Sabbath? 

| What 


Chiiſf a Chaiſtians Life, #67 


What is a Sermon > What is a Sacra- 
ment 2 What are Means and Mercies 
without Chriſt 2 Where have you laid 
my Lord? Why, do you know him ? 
Yes, faith the Soul, he is the Chief of 
ten thouſand, I heard him ſpeak to'me, 
my Siſter, my Spouſe ; and I have felt 
the ſounding of my Bowels toward 
him, he hath moved-my Heart and [ 
cannot be ſatisfied without him; T1 
am fick unto Death, if I do not enjoy 
' Chriſt : Thus the Soul experiences what 
Chriſt is, he is the Chief of ten thou- 
land: Why, he hath done more than 
ten thouſand Worlds could have done * 
What 1s he? TI have taſted that he 15 
gracious ; I have experienced the Bow- 
els of his Mercies, the: Wonders of his 
Grace ; therefore ſaith the Pfalmilſt, 
P/al. 146. I belived, therefore Exve # 
ſpoken, Verl. 5. Graciows is the Lord, 
and righteous ; yea, our God 3s merciful. 
6. The Lord preſerveth the ſemple 5 1.was 
brought low and he helped me. Satth the 
poor Soul, I was as low as tne Gates of 
Hell, I was as one without hepe till 
Chriſt raiſed me ups Chriſt was my 
helper; God laid help on one that was 
mighty, what then ?+ Now will 1 hve 
F 2 uporr 
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upon this God 3 Return unto thy reſt, O 
my Soul ; for the Lord hath dealt bounti- 
fully with thee. For thou haſt delivered 
my Soul from death, mine Eyes from 
Tears, and my Feet from falling, Thou 
haſt delivered my Soul from Eternal 
Death, mine Eyes from Tears of Sor- 
row, Which I had, while they ſaid, 
Where is my God? My Feet from falling 
into Sin. 1 will walk before the Lord in 
the Land of the Living; I will liveupon 
the Lord, to the Lord in the Land of 
the Living. I believed therefore have 1 
ſpoken 5 what I ſet forth of the Won- 
ders of the Lord, that have I experi- 
enced. And faith the Apoſtle, 1 Johz 
1.3. Theſe things write we unto you,that ye 
alſo may have fellowſhip with us, and truly 
our fellowſhip 3s with the Father and with 
the Son Jeſus Chriſt; and we would . 
have you live as we'do, live on Chriſt 
as we do. O faith the Beljever, -that 
all perſons did-but know Chriſt and 
live opon Chriſt : We write unto you that 
ye alſo may have fellowſhip with ws 5, for 
truly our ends and aims are that you 
may live as noble lives as we do; and 
truly our fellowſhip is with the Father and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt : It is God in 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt that we live upon and have 
Communion with : O the Soul that ex- 
periences what it 1s to live on Chriſt, 
defires in all things to enjoy Chriſt. 
The Spouſe would not ſtep a foot with- 
out him, Come my Beloved, let 1s go 


forth into Field ; let .us lodge in the Vil- 


lages3 let us get up early to the Vinegards, 
let ws ſee if the Vine flouriſh. Ah you 
that have experience of Chriſt ! me- 
thinks it ſhould be your voice always 
on your Beds,and in your walking,Come - 
let #s go, come my Beloved, and wake 
with with me, come and watch over mes 
Gome my Beloved, let us go forth into the. 

Field let us lodge in the Villages ; the 
Spouſe knows the Sweetneſs of his 
Company, the Excellency of his Pre- 
ſence, the Glory of his Holineſs. With- 
out Chriſt, what would a Sermon or a . 
Sabbath be 2 What though I could lay 
up Silver like Duſt ; if I could heap up 
Gold like Pibble Stones; if I could 


gain all the Riches of the World, what 


1s it all without Chriſt? But the Believer 
knows what it is to enjoy- Chriſt, and 
live in Chriſt, and therefore cries, O 
let him-be with me in all I do, in all 
my Underiakings. Lord, my Soul 

ohs F 3 waiteth 
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waiteth and Watches for thee. P/al. 
130.6. My Sont watches for thee more 
thar they that watch for the morning. As a 
Man that is in ſorrow all Night, he 
longs for the break of the day.Saith the 
Pſalmiſt, My Soul doth wait for the Lord. 
I am not an out-ſide Profeſſor, my Soul 
is engaged in the Work. I wait for the 
Lord more. than they that watch for 
the Morning. What ſtirs up the good 
Man to this earneſt longing for God ? 
Oh, he had the experience of the ſweet 
Comforts he had found in Communion 
with the Lord ! That Soul maſt needs 
be dead and careleſs in ſeeking the 
Lord, that experiences not what it is 
to enjoy the Lord in Duties and Ordi- 
nances. 'O that it might pleaſe God 
to convince all you that hear me this 
day, that have been formal, careleſs 
Profteflors! Had you ever had a taſte 
of Chriſt, you could not be content 
to go on ſo cold and careleſs as moſt of 
you do in your Profeſſion. 

The 11th Reaſon or Ground is this, 
A Believer knows it to be a glorious 
Life: We are changed from Glory to 
Glory into the ſame lmage. Now the 
| Believer knows it to be a glorious Life, 
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becauſe he hath received, and doth ex- 
pect great things from Chrift. Saith 
the Soul, I will ive gpon Chriſt, for-I 
have received great things from Chriſt. 

Firſt, I have received the Pardon of 
my Sins from himz I was under the 
Wrath of God, but now I have Re- 
demption through bis Blood, the forgive- 
neſs of ſous, according 10 the riches of 
his Grace, Eph. 1.7. I ama pardoned 
Soulz Iam ſaved from Wrath by him, 
even that Jeſus that ſaves from wrath to 
cozme, 1 Thell. 1. 10. 

Secondly, I have received Juſtifica- 
tion by him a Righteouſneſs to ſtand 
before God, being juſtified freely by his 
Crrace, Rom. 3. 2 

Thirdly , I received Sandification 
from him, 4Fs26.28. Who were ſan@i- 


fied through faith in Chriſt Jeſws. 


Fourthly, I have received Conſola- 
tion from Chriſt ; and then I expe 


great things to come, I expe&. when 


this poor earthly Tabernacle 1s .laid 
down, for Chriſt to raiſe me; not on- 
ly to raiſe my. Body out of the Grave, 
but to change my vile body, and faſhion. 
it like unto his glorious body, Phil. 3. 21: 
I do __ to {ce my Lord coming 
ee with 
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with : his 'glorious Train, when the laſt 
Trump ſhall blow, awaking me out of 
my ſleep, and raifing up my duſt at the 
laſt day, John 6. 44. I expect at Chriſts 
appearing a great Glory, \ {7t.2.13,14. 
Looking for that bleſſed hope and glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for as, 
that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar people 
zealous of good works. Sarth the Beltev- 
er, I live apon Chriſt, becauſe I ex- 
ped great- things from Chriſt when 
Chriſt comes ; I have a bleſſed hope, I 
deſire he may be my Lite, all in my 
Lite; I look for great - things when 
Chriſt comes 3 it is a bleſled Hope that 
I have: When will you .have your 
Hopes accompliſhed at the glorious 
appearance- of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt? Why do you ex- 
ped ſuch great things ? I will tell you, 
Becauſe he gave himſelt tor me, and 
redeemed me. You that have low 
Thoughts of Chriſt, can you expect 
oreat things from Chriſt 2 Can you ſay 
even Amen, ſo come Lord Feſus; you 
that ſcldom invite him into your Clo- 
ſets now , Can you expect his coming 
| | will 
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will be joyful to you ? Will you 
not rather ſay, Let not thy Chariot 
Wheels make ſuch ſpeed, for 1 am not 


ready. 


What, 1s hea coming ? Have you a - 


bleſſed hope in him? If one of you 


ſhould go to many and ſay, Do you 
hope for Chriſts coming ? They would 
fay, Yes; but have a care, for many 
have a curſed hope, a vain hope, and 
a bad hope, a Deviliſh hope I fear. 
When Chriſt comes many will be dread- 
fally miſtaken. What can you expect 


- at Chriſts coming, when you do not de- 


fire Chriſt here? A little thing takes 
their Aearts off from Chriſt ; their 


Hearts are more ſet on other things - 


than Chriſt ; they have-not invited 
Chriſt, nor have a bleſſed hope in 


Chriſt : But all you Saints that 'have 
made Chriſt your Life, will have a - 


k 


bleſſed hope in Chriſt at Death. You 


that can ſpeak with comfort, you de- 
fire not Life, nor any means nor mer- 
cies but what you enjoy Chriſt in 
them. You will have a bleſſed Hope 
when the glorious Trump 1s founded 
before him 5 you will ſay, What, is that 
the Voice of my Lord ? Is this ge” 

or 
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for me 2 muſt I awake, be raiſed up, 
be glorified with my Lord; 3 go in with 
the glorious Church -Triumphant, and 
ſet upon the Throne with them? Bux 
for the poor, careleſs, lifeleſs, legal, 
formal Profeflor,the dead-hearted and 
trifling Proteſſor, Chriſt's coming will 
be a dreadful appearing to you : What 
is Chriſt's appearing, when I have not 
made him my Life, I have not lived 
upon him, [ have not lived to him 2 
I am at a diſtance from him, I am 
a Stranger to him. O ſee how furious 
are his Chariot Wheels | Is that him in 
Flames of Fire? that makes the Moun- 
tains tremble 2 O my Heart, how canſt 
thon but ſhake at the fight of him !'But 
the Saint he rejoyces,and he hopes and 
waits for the glorious appearing of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. O Saint, have you bur little 
here? but ſhort hints here ? but lit- 
tle comfort here 2 The great comfort 
is, That you make Chriſt your Life, 
that you live onChriſtzand though you 
do enjoy but little now, I tell you 
there 1s great things for you when 
Chriſt appears : looking tor that glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, and 


our Saviour, who gave himſelf for me. 
| O, 
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©. ſaith a Believer, I long 'to ſee that 
Face that was fpit upon for me : I long 
to ſee that Glorions Body that was 
pierced for me; that glorious Head 
that was Crowned withThorns for me; 
thoſe Hands and Feet that were nailed 
to the Croſs for me. It will be a bleſ- 
ſed, a.glorious hope, the Lord Jeſus's 
appearing, Oh 1 long to ſee him: I 
expect glorious things 3 I exped a glo- 
rious Crown,Glorious Robes, a glorious 
Throne 3 I expe& everlaſting Joy, and 
[ expect Rivers of Pleaſure. Is not 
this an Inducement to a Believer to 
make Chriſt his Life? When we expe& 
great things, how does it cauſe us to 
be intent about them £ Where a Soul 
expects high things, and great things 
from Chriſt, they will live upon Chriſt, 
and to Chriſt, make Chriſt their All: 
In all Merctes, and Comforts, and En- 
joyments, what 1s the reaſon many are 


poor, carnal, dead Profeſſors, and have 


low Thoughts of thoſe things that are 
Preached in the Goſpel, but becauſe 
they never reliſhed Chriſt? And it 1as 
much as ever they can do to .creep a- 
long in the ways of God ; and may be 
ſomething of Conſcience cauſes them 

| | to 
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to perform Duty. But where the Soul 
hath glorious and high ExpeRations,' it 
15 otherwiſe ; great things he hath done 
for them and oreat things he is doing 3 he 
1s advocating and interceding with'the 
Father, anſwering all Accufations, and 
pleading for poor Sinners. Þ[ go to'pre- 
pare a place for you, ſaith Chriſt,azd wil 
come again and fetch yon, that where I an 
you may be alſo. T amigoing to prepare 
for you Manſions of Glory, Robes of 
Glory, Crowns of Glory, immortal 
Glory : Is not this, Lord, to be lived 
upon ? and to be defired more than all 
things that can be defired ? Therefore 
had you ever experienced what it 1s to 
enjoy Chriſt, and live on Chriſt, you 
could not but have high and glorious 
Thoughts of this bleſſed Jeſus; you 
could not but have your Hearts raiſed 
vp with high expectation what he will 
60 for you. But /poor trifling formal 
Profeſlor, whatever thou profeſleſt, I 
tear thou knoweltnot Jeſns Chriſt. Ask 
your Heart, Have I glorious hopes of 
Chriſt's appearing ? Have I glorious 
hopes of reigning with him in Heaven? 
Doth he reign 1n my Heart now ?- Do 

| P: 1ze him, and "ne him my All, 
deſire 
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defire him in all, and glorife him a- 
bove all? TI believe, ſhould you put 
this Queſtion to your Souls, you would 
many of you know that you are great 
Strangers to Chriſt. But a Believer 
that can experience the Love of Chrilf, 
is lifted up in admiration of the Won- 
ders of his Grace, crying ont, Oh 
what Wonders of Grace ! What glo- 
rious Love! What a precious Redeemer 
is this Nid he die for me? Did he 
cry out, my God, my God, and was [ 
on his Heart, when he drank of the 
Brook by the way,and litt up his Head, 

and was it for me? He went out of 
the World by a curied ſhameful Death 
up to his Fathers Glory, and faid, thar 
he would come again to fetch me; he 
will make Death to be a ſweet Embal- 
ſador for me, the Angels will come 
and convey my Soul to Glory. O what 
will be your Thoughts when you hall 
ſee your Lord coming 1n the Clouds, 

when you ſhall hear him fav, Come you 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you before the Fournda- 
tion of the World; and fit down with 
Palms tm your Hands and with Crowns 


on your Heads ſurely b<lieving thar 
| he 
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he 1s your Lord, and that his Glory 1s 
your Glory, and that he will come a- 
gain and fetch you, then you ſhall be 
for ever with the Lord, 1 Theſ. from- 
13.to 18. But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, Brethren, concerning them 
which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even 
as others which have no hope. For if we 
| believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him, For this we 
Jay unto you by the Word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive, and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent 
them which are aſleep. For the Lord 
' himſelf ſhall deſcend: from Heaven with 
a ſhout, with the Voice of the Archangel, 
and with the Trump of God 5 and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt: Then we 
which are alive,and remain, ſhall be caught | 
up together with them in the Clouds, to 
areet the Lord in the Air 3 and ſo we | 
ſhall ever be with the Lord, So much 
for the eleventh Reaſon, This is a glo- 
rious Lifts the Believer hath experien- 
ced, and thar becauſe he hath great ex- 
pectation of what Chriſt - will do for 
him, as well as what he hath done 
for him; therefore deſires to make this 
blefied Chriſt his Lite. "mT 
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The Twelfth Reaſon is, becauſe a 
. Believer can ſee no object ſo glorious as 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is : And faith the 
Soul, all I can feeI count it all empty, 
in compariſon of Chriſt ; for to ſee the 
Father in the Son chooſing me in eleqi- 
on before the World was, to fee this 
glorious Love out of the Boſom of the 
Father, to be given for me, to be'my 
Ranſom and Salvation 5 O how glor- 
ous an Objet 1s he to behold ! O how 
glorious ,js the Sun in the Firmament 
that lightens the whole World ! But 
then, O how glorious is he that came 
out of the Boſom of the Father, the 
Brightneſs of his Glory! O my Soul, 
let me behold him, and live upon 
him ! I can ſee no way but he is glo- 
rious; O love for Delight! 

The Thirteenth Reaſon, A Believer 
deſires to live on Chriſt, becauſe the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt hath paid all and 
done all for him, he hath bought all 
for him 3 and faith the Believer, all I 
have 1s from Chriſt 5 have I Peace, 
Hope, Joy ? Ir is all bought by Chrift: 
I might have had a deiparing Soul, or a 
curſed Hope 3T might have been under 

the Curſe and Wrath of God; 1 might 
have 
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have been among the damned Souls, 
that are roaring in Hell: But have I 
Peace of Conſcience, Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt ? Chriſt hath bought and brought 
me to the hope of an incorruptible 
Kingdom of Glory 3 and as he hath 
bought all and paid tor all,I live upon 
_ for all: As the Ap oſtle ſaith, 1 Pex. 

. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Father we 
our Lord Teſus Chriſt, which according 
to his abundant mercy hath begotten ws a- 
gain unto a lively hope. All the Joy I' 
have, and hope I have of Heaven is 
bought by Chriſt ; all the Enjoyment 
of God I have, all the Glory my Soul 
1s crowned with, all the Joy my Heart 
is filled with, is bought by Chriſt ; 
therefore ſaith the Apoſtle, Bleſſed be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt who hath begotten to us a lively hope 
by the ReſurreFion of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead. It 1s Jeſus Chriſt hath ranſomed 
me from Death, from Hell, from Guilt 
of Sin ; he hath bought an Inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled , therefore 
I defire to live upon him. 

The Fourteenth Reaſon, The Believer 
defires to live upon Jeſus Chriſt , be- 


cauſe he works all his Works in bim:: 
| There 
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There is not a good Motion in him, 
but Chriſt is the Worker of it; not a 
good Thonght or good Action bur all 
is from Chriſt. 1/2, 26: 12. Lord, thou 
wilt ordain Peace for us 3 for tho haſt 
wrought all our Works in 5. The Lord 
hath wrought for me Redemption, $al- 
vation, Sandification, Confolation and' 
Hope of Glory 3 therefore I will live 
upon him 'for all. + *: 

So much for the Dorinal Part, and 
Reaſons of the Propoſition, why a Be- 
liever deſires to live 'upon Chriſt and' 
to Chriſt in all: The Application fol- 
lows. 


The firſt Inference from the Point 
is this, If it 1s fo, that the deſires'of a 
Believer run out in all after Chriſt, 
to enjoy him more than all. If Chriſt 
is a Believers Life, then a-Believer muſt 


needs live a very fruitfil Life : A Be- 


hever's Life 1s no barren nor unfruitful 
Life,he cannot be a barren Tree ; there 
are no unfruitful Branches in Chriſt.thar- 
fruitful Vine : He that chooſes Chriſt 
with his whole deſire, to" make Chriſt bis 
all, be muſt needs -be' a fruitful Liver 
increaſing in. the Grace and Knowledge 
G 
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of Jeſus Chriſt. Indeed a Behever may 
have ſome. .dark Days that look 

loomy, he may. have ſome Summer 

roughts may make him took wi- 
thered ; notwithſtanding he is ſound 
at Root, he hath rooting in Chriſt 3 for 
zze to to live is Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle 5 
while I liveI will have my Life bound 
up i him and expe all from him: A 
Soul that does thus, -cannot have an 
unfruuful Lite. 5 there may be ſome 
Summer Droughts : But is Chriſt your 
| Life? and, do..you expe&t him. to be 
your All; and wrap up your felves in 
Chriſt, it is impoſſible for you to be 
barren;z forl tell you, you that look 
up, expecting to have your Life of 
Grace and Comfort from Chriſt, he 
will not let. your Expectation fail. I 
do not ſpeak, what. you are ſometimes 
in your ſenſe. and. feehng, but what 
you are by: Faith, in Chilt. As: that 
good, Mr.. Peacock, he. had a Summers 
Drought. Saith he, [ feel an Hell in 
y.' Conſcience, crying, out of the woful 
burden of his Sins, ſaying, how woeful 
and miſerable. is.- my, ftate , ' that: thus 
anuſt. converſe with HL Homnd, | ' the 
Standers by asked- him tg- pray, 1 car- 
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»ot, ſaid he; fiiffer us to pray for yowh *.__ 
he replyed, Take not Gorls Name int 
wain for a Reprobate as 1 am : Yet af- 
ter theſe grievous Pangs this bleffed 
Saint found mach comfort as did. ap- 
pear by his Exprefſions: TI have beer: 
far led and deeply troubled with Temp- 
tation and. Stig of Conſcience; I think 
God, they are ceaſed in good meaſure'; ' I 
deſire I may-not be branded for a Caſt- 
away or  Reprobate. He declared, that 
he renounced his inconfiderate Speech 
m his Trouble and Fempration, 'haty- 
bly and heartily asking Mercy of God 
for them ; and after receiving a little 
more Light, that through Mercy” did 
ariſe in his Heart, he brake forch--it 
fich Speeches as theſe : 1 4p feel; God 
be praiſed, ſach comfort, that if I bad 
an hundred Worlds I cold not make fa- 
tisfatFion for futh ar Iſſue 5 the Sel 
3s not fillſer of Water, nor the Sun of 
' Light, than God is of Mercy 5 his Mey- 
cies are ten thouſand times tore + What 
canſe have 1 to magnifie the great Goods 
eſs of God, that hath humbled, nay ra* 
ther exalted ſuch a wretched Mifcreant, 
one of ſo' baſe a condition #0 a ſtate jo 
Slortors and ſtately 5 the Lord hath. 
- TE: G 2 hononged 
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honoured me with his Goodneſs, 1 am 
fare be hath prepared a glorious Kingdom 
for me 5 the Joy I feel in my Heart is in- 
credible. 

Mr. Glover in his trouble and caſting 
down, thus complains : What he felt 
inwardly in his Spirit, no Speech was 
able to expreſs; he lay languſhing 
in trouble for the ſpace of five years, 
he took no comfort in Meat nor Drink. 
nor any pleaſure in his Life; being 
under the ſenſe of ſome Back-ſliding, 
was perplexed, as if he had been in 
the deepeſt pit of Hell; he did not 
eat his Food from any Appetite, but 
for this end, to defer his Damnation, 
thinking with himſelf that he muſt 
needs' be thrown into Hell ſo ſoon as 
his Breath was out of his Body ; yet 
after this: Summer Drovught, this Ser- 
vant of the Lord had ſweet ſhowers 
of Mercy from-Chriſt his Life ; | after 
his many years Buffetings' and ſtrong 
Temptations he received great Com- 
fort, and afterward lived altogether 
an Heavenly Life. No Art of Man, no 
Arm of Fleſh, no Earthly Comfort, no 
Earthly Power..can poſltbly-.heal or 
help in this conditions; neither Men 

% nor 
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nor Angels, Friends nor Phiſick, Gold 
nor Silver, Pleaſures nor Profits, Pre- 
ferments or Favours; infinite | 
skill muſt take this 'jn hand {BG 
or elſe never any 'Cure and 7 
Recovery can be had: 2" LB 
A poor Believer may be brought 
ſo low .through Temptation - and: De- 
ſertions; that they that behold them 
may think. they ate caſt: off by God 3 
but the Believers Life! is hid in Chriſt, 
and doth yet. hope for"a time of Re- 
freſhing 3: as one that ſtands by the 


Trees and Plants perceiving them to. 


look withered, tells the Gardiner-that 
he had as good cut theny:down.aglet 
them incumber the Ground, for heibe- 
lieves they are dead z bnt- faith the 
Gardiner you are miſtaken, the Root: 
1s alive in the ground, hope for a good 
ſhower from Heaven to: revive: then! 


a Believer by Faith beholds: his Life in' 


Chriſt expecting for the dropping of'his 
Spiritto revive his drooping Spirit.Saith 


the Saint you think, becauſe I am un- 


der temptation and burdened with Sin, 

my hope is gone 3 no, in_ Chriſt: :;my- 

Root 1s green, and I. wait. to have his 

Grace and Comforts poured out; and'T- 
| G 3 ſhall 
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ſhall be raifed up. again. Saith Da- 
vid, 1 look to the everlaſting Hills from 
_ whence my help comes, Plal, 123. 1, 2. 
Unto thee lift I up mine Eyes, O thou 
| that dwelleſs in the Heavens. Behold, 
as the Eyes of the Seruauts look unto the 
hand of their Maſters, aud as the Eyes 
of a Maiden unto the hand of her Mz. 
ſereſs5 ſo our Eyes: wait upou the Lord our 
ed, ( how long?) wrtil that he have 
mercy uhor a," Plal. 121. 1. I look, 
ſajth Dazid; to the Hills, that is, to 
930g Alill, where:God- meets his People, 
through Faith..-4m; God by Chriſt : 
Datzd did not Jovk to the Tabernacle 
barely, but :to- God in Chriſt figura- 
tivdlys! :P/ak-18::24. Our help is in the 
Azmei of the-Lord, wha made Heaven 
ar Þarth 3 and do you behold that 
God; that made the Heavens, that 
_ Tpade 'all things > Do you ſee the 

Glouds?2' Do'-youi / fee the glorious 
Md 2: To: that God will I looſs, till he 
bieak.: the -Clouds' and ſend down. 
Streams that; glad .the City of God. 
I life tp my Eyes to God in Chriſt, 1 
lift up. my Eyes ta the everlaſting Hills, 
to: the Eternal Love of God in Chriſt 
and- Everlaſting Righteouſneſs of God 

way il 
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in Chriſt; till he look down on me, - - 


and look -, into my Soul; therefore 
though. you ſee me look like a barren 
Tree in Summer Drought, it does but 
make me long the more: tor a ſhower 
for watering, that is it, I look up for. 
O Saint! What do you expect to ſee? 
O faith he, though Satan tempt me, 
and Conſcience may trouble me, and 
my Soul be caſt down,that Iam a ſinner, 
a condemned finner 3 but I will look 
ap, till God reveals Chriſt's Righteouſ: - 
neſs to be my Ri ghteouſneſs, Row.1.17. 
For therein is the yr rn - neſs of God 
revedled from Faith to Faith, as it is 
written, The Juſt ſhall live by Faith. 

. A Believer muſt needs Jive a 
thriving Life, that lives on Chriſt: The 
truth of which among the reſt that 
might be brought to prove this, I ſhall 
only lay down three things to demon+ 
ſtrate, That every true Believers Soul is 
in 4 thriving and proſperous ſtate, that 
can neither fall from the State of Grace 
#0r Joſe any. ane Grace. 

Firſt, Chriſt is the Fountain of Life 
| Whom they are united to. 

Secondly, Rain from Heaven to wa- 
ter them in time of Drought. 
< G 4 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, The Sun of Righteouſheſs 
to revive them ih Winter Seaſons. 
Firſt, Jeſits Chriſt is the Fonntain of 
Life, the vital Fountain from' whence 
a Believer hath a continual: ſupply of 
Grace to maintain his Spiritual Lite, 
Jobn 14. 19. Becauſe T live you ſhall Irve 
. alſo. We may ask them that talk of 
falling from Grace, what the Child 
told the Mother. I have heard of a 
godly Woman, being left'a Widow 
1 great Diſtreſs, the Children crying 
for Bread and ſhe having none to give 
them, ſaith' the Mother-, Children be 
comforted for God lives 5\the Child ſome- 
time after ſaw the Mother cry,. Mo- 
ther, ſaith the Child, 7s God dead 2 We 
may put this Queſtion to'the Arminiar, 
when he pleads for falling from Grace, 
Is Chriſt dead, that a Believer can fall 
from Grace? Who hath: ſaid, Becauſe 
1 live, you fhall live alſo; | while Chriſt 
hath it a Believer (hall never want, 
Phil. 4. 19... But wy God ſhall ſupply all 
your need according to his Riches in 
Glory by Chriſt Jeſus. A Believer ſhall 
not want Grace to maintain his Spiri- 
tual Warfare if he live fighting he ſhall 
dye conquering 3 John 1. 16. Of his 
fubuſs 
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| fulneſs have we all received, Grace for 


Grace. The Believer hath all in a way 
of receiving 3 Adam had his Stock in 
his own Hands, he loſt it 3 but a Be- 
lievers Stock is in the Hands of Chrift 
and ſhall never be loſt; He 7s the An> 
thor and Finiſher of their Faith, - He- 
brews 12. 2. | 
As the firſt Adam, that we by Na- 
ture are all in, 1s the O- | 
riginal of our Death -. Gale's Summe- 


| p : ry of- Mr. Strong's 
and Miter F'3 ſo is the Book on the Two Co- 


'-Lord Jeſus Chriſt. the «ena. 


ſecond Adam in Be- 

levers and they in him, who 1s the 
original cauſe of their Reſtauration 
and Life, who gives daily fapplics 'to 
them our of his infinite Fulnels.'- What 
good is there in Man, but what is firft 


in Chriſt, asthe original Head of- the *. ; 


Covenant and publick Receiver 2 
Wouldſt thou fee Gods Love and Grace 
ſtreaming towards thy Soul, muſt thou 
not ſee it firſt lodged in Chriſt as the 


" Fountain of all > Doſt thon defire ts 


ſee all thy fins' wiped off 2 Muſt thou 
not firſt ſee them wiped off from *Chriſt 
thy Repreſentative > Wouldſt thow, 
by a Previſion of Faith ſee thy {elf in a 


gloriled 
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glonified State? O then by Faith look 
on Chriſt the Head of the Covenant 
glorified for thee : Alas! If thou look 
on thy {elf jn thy ſelf, growing out of 
thine own natural Root, what art thou 
but as a Branch cut off from the OQ- 
live Root ? But how comfortable and 
ſweet it is to ſee thy ſelf crucified, ac- 
quitted and glorified in Chriſt the Head 
of the Covenant! 

The- Soul that lives on Chriſt ſhall 
neither loſe nor lack Grace, but ſhall 
have daily applies from Chriſt, who is 
an Everflowing Fountain of Grace and 
Comfort. So long as there runs Oyl 
from the Olive Branches, there ſhall 
never want Light in the Lamps: This 
Oyl from the Olive Branches that runs 
through thegolden Pipes is the Emblem 
of Supernatural Grace filled from the 
Cos '- true Olive Tree, ever em- 
Mr. Fools 42: | ptying themſelves and are 
Won ever full; fo are Goſpel 
Ordinanges filled by Chriſt, 'always fal- 
lng his Members true Chriſtians, and 
ever full for all Believers: It pleaſed 
the Father. that in him ſhould all Ful- 
neſs dwell;. and that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt js both aRive and wylling to 

COnt- 
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communicate 1t to Believers according 
as their want requires. He alſo may be 
pointed at in his two Ot- | 
fices by the two golden cnlon's 
Pipes conveighing the Oyl _- ga. 
from the Trees to the 
Candleſticks, it being through his Me- 
rit as Prieſt, and his Efficacy as King, 
that the Falneſs 1m him becomes ours; 
it is the enjoyment of Chriſt in Ordi- 
nances that doth refreſh the Believers 
Soul with the Joys of Gods Salvation 
and cauſes him #o flouriſh like a Palm- 
Tree in the Courts of their God, Plal.'92. 


| 13: If the death of Chriſt hath broughe 


anto us Righteouſneſs. and Life , what 
ſhall his Life do?. If our Saviour: dy- 


ing paid the Price, what ſhall he/ do - 


now being alive and intercedinyy for 
us 2 For. Chriſt liveth and dwelleth 5n 
the Heart : If the Remembrance of his 
moſt holy Merit live and flouriſh in (it; 
draw me Lord Jeſus that I may be 
pofleſied in the Truth of the thing the 
which here 'I expe&t by. the firmneſs 


_ of Hope. Let thy Servant Þ[ pray thee be 


with thee and behold thy Glory, John-17. 


| 23. nd. let him inhubit the Manſions 


which thou haſt prepared in thy Fathers 
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Houſe, John 14. 2. Bleſſed 
peak —__ are they that dwell in thy 
Houſe, O Lord, they ſhall 
praiſe thee for ever and ever, Plal. 84. 4. 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his Diſ- 
courſe with Martha about Lazarus, de- 
clares himſelf to be the Fountam of 
Life, Grace and Glory. FJohr 11. 21. 
faith Martha to Jeſus, Lord,if thou hadſt 
been here my Brother had not died. Here 
1s 1.Her ſenſibleneſs of their ownWeak- 
neſs and Frailty. 2.Of Chriſts Power,{f 
thou 'hadſt been here my Brother. had not 
died. Jeſus faith unto her, Thy Brother 
fhall riſe again. Chriſt ſpeaks in gene- 
ral, to bring her Faith to her particu- 
lar Caſe, Martha ſaid, 1 know it, he 
ſhall riſe again in the ReſurreFion... It 1s 
an eaſter matter to believe fature things 
many. times than preſent, becauſe fu- 
ture things are put off by ſuppoſition. 
Many fay, they believe the Reſurrecti- 
. en:of the Body 3 but if they did re- 


. © ally believe that their Bodies. ſhould 


be raiſed up andſtand before God's 
Tribunal, would they live quietly. in a 
_ Chriſtleſs ſtate, or miſtraſt God .in 
preſent {treights ? If we did but ſtand 
ON 
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on the Graves Mouth, and confider, 
Shall all this Duſt be raiſed up ?- Shall 
all | every perſon be raiſed up in order? 
4. Cannot this God deliver out of all 

ſtreights ? Said Martha, -Lord, if thoa 
{- hadſt been here my Brother had not died 5 
e- (but that was more than Martha 
of | knew) ſhe depended too much upon 
T. his bodily Preſence. It may be that 
ſt ſhe thought Chriſt would have prayed 
E for her Brother, and ſo he would not 
have died; butChriſt comes to take her 
f | offof ſomedepending on ſenſible thingy, 
t and to live by Faith. Jeſus faith tinto 
r her, Thy Brother ſhall riſe again. Saith 
is ſhe, 1 know at the ReſurreFion he ſhall 
riſe. Jeſus ſaith unto her, I am the 


e ReſurreFion and the Life,he that believeth 
S on me though he were dead, yet fhall he 
live. Martha had a general Faith of 
- the Reſurrection, but how to believe 
at the preſent that her Brother ſhould 

be raiſed up again,ſhe knew not. When 

Jeſas told her that her Brother ſhonJd 

live; faith ſhe,Lord,he hath beer dead four 

days 3 1t ſeemed an impoſhibilitythat he 
ſhould riſe again ; yet before ſhe be- 
lieved the Reſurreftion of the Dead. 

Was It a greater impoſlibility to raiſe 

L-: him 
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him up when no part of him was dimi- 
niſhed, than to raiſe him up at the laſt 
day ? Saith Chrift, 1 a: the Life, I will 
raiſe him up at the laſt day; and am 
| Not L able to raiſe up thy Brother that 
hath been dead but four days? $S& 
ſhould a Believer ſay within himſelf 
under his Doubts and Fears : Did the 
Lord convert me ? bring me out of a 
ſtate of Sin and Miſery ? quicken me 
when I was dead? and will he not 
give me Life 2 Can he raiſe up Lazarws 
when dead four days, and cannot he 
raiſe up my dead Heart ? Saith Chrift, 
T am the Life,l am the Original of Life ; 
L am the firſt that gives Life ; all are 
dead Sinners till I come to quicken 
. them, till I come to bring. Life to your 
Souls. -. Whoſoever liveth and believeth 
in me ſhall never die, for F am the Prin- 
ciple of their -Life 5 as I gave them 
Life at firſt, ſ9:doI alſo continue their 
Life, they (hall never die. 

When Death comes the Immortal 
Soul is alive ; it is bat the Body that 19 
gone. to the Duſt that will be raiſed up 
again 3 that will be a glorious Body for 
the Soul to live with in' Erernal Glory. 

What an exceeding Joy is it thet 
for 
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for a Believer, that Chrift is the Vital 
Fountain of his Life | Though Deach 
be at the very door it ſhall never come 
into the Soul : Thouglr there may br'a 
Separation for a time, the' Soul 1swith 
Chriſt, and the Body united to: Chrift, 
that the Believer may be rather 'faid 
to: ſleep, than die. The root of his 
Comforts are alive. There may be a 
Death: on a Believers outward Mer- 
cies and Comforts, yet it ſhall never 
come imto his Soul, As we fee the 
Trees in' the Winter ſeem to be dead, 
fo the Beheverz they may fear the 
Death of their Comforts or Graces 3 
though they may have the Withdraw- 
ings of God's Preſence, yet-as the Trees 
in Spring,they revive and fprout forcty; 
ſo ſhall they revive, and Death. ſhall 
not enter into their Souls. Sarh ris 


Who fbalt deliver me pry the Body 


this Beate ? I thank God for the 78d 
through Chriſt, There. is Set in my 
ſelf, but Chriſt gives me Victory 3 he 
removes tt, he carries-it away'z though 
it be at the Door, it ſhall never come 
ut at the Door; if there be deadneſs 
upon the Heart, Chriſt is Life to mp 
Soul'3 [if there be Corruprions ſtrong 
| and 
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and great, Chriſt is the Fountain of 
| Life, to innoble me to outgrow all: 
As we may fay of young Children that 
are weak and infirm, they will out- 
grow their Weakneſſes. So a Child 
in Chriſt will outgrow his Infirmities 
they will outgrow their Corruptions 
and inward Weakneſs, they ſhall have 
Victory over them, they ſhall be Con- 
querors at the laſt. Chriſt being the 
vital Fountain: of Life, a Believer 
muſt needs live a growing flouriſhing . 
Life, the Lord Chriſt doth water them 
atthe Root, P/al. 1. The godly man is 
like a Tree planted by a River of Water, 
which withereth not, but bringeth 
forth Fruit in due ſeaſon, becauſe there 
is a vital Fonntain, there is Life at the. 
Root. Iſaiah 41.18. The Prophet 
ſpeaking of Chriſt's being Life to his 
Church, he is ſaid to be Rivers of :wa- 
ter in high places. Were not . Chriſt 
Rivers of Water, the Saints would ' be 
dry at root 3 but he is Rivers of Wa-. 
ters in a dry place. Small Rivers may 
es flow from a Fountain that 
on Rebiofe's may be ſtopt, but Chriſt 
all. 1 is the ever-flowing; Foun- 
tain that none :can 'ſtop., 

Other 
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Other Rivers may be ſtopt in time of 
Drought, but nothing ſhall ſtop the 
Grace of Chriſt. Cold Weather may 
freez up Rivers, but the coldeſt, dead- 
eſt Heart that is, ſhall not freez 
Chriſt's Grace 3 he will be Rivers of 
Water in dry places. Other Rivers 
may dry of themſelves, but all our 
Unworthineſs ſhall not bar Chriſt's 
Grace from the Soul. 

Chriſt is ſet forth excellently by that 
Rock our Fathers drank 'vf, and: the 
Rock followed them, ard that Rock 
was Chriſt, 1 Cor. 20. 4. How did the 
Rock follow them 2 The Water :that 
was in the Rock followed them by 
ſome Channels or little Rivers in the 
Wilderneſs: So doth the Lord Jeſas 
Chriſt his poor bewildered people; he 
not only is ready to give-them Grace, 


but follows them with Grace, and fol-- 


lows them with Mercy. Goodbreſs and 
Mercy ſhall follow me all the days of my 
Life, Pfal. 23.6. Alas, if we ſhould 
ſtand by the Rock never ſo long, 


could we by ſimiting cauſe the water. 


| to guſh forth? But this Water is ſo 
free, that it flows to the Believer? 
Chriſt follows the Believer with his 
es = Grace 
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Grace; .fol lowsthem with his comforts, 


follows / them with ſupports, follows 
them with new. refreſhments. If. this 


Rock did not follow us, it would be 


lope. enoug} belſory we ſhould go to 


©& &; 
. 


of_it-;, The Rock ſmitten by. Mole ſap- 
plied: the. Iſraclites,:and Chriſt ſmitten 
by the Curſe of the Law ſupplies the 
Church, not with Earthly Water, but 
with; Heavenly Rivers of Grace and 
Comtort , following .Believers not for 
a time, but indeficiently and for ever. 
Chriſt told the Woman of Samaria, 
He that drinketh of this water, it ſhall be 
a Well of water ſpringing up unto eternal 
Life, ;.1 am the reſurreFion ſrom the 
dead, the Refarre&ion from the Death 
of Sin, and alſo the Life of the Soul , 
co live in and upon Chriſt. He; that 
believes in me ſhall never dic, no Death 
{hall lay hold on:him. to ruine him, nor 
ſeparate him from God 3 and though 
Death come on xhe , Body, he: 18 faid 
never to. die, becauſe he ſhall. tiog for 
ever: Therefore the Saint 1n:; 4 
very. day he lives; he is.living fo bon 
Chriſt, , that he! is daily getting 9h his 
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way to Glory, arid is nearer:'to'Hea- . 


ven and Happineſs. - Chriſt, faith,  B4. 


_ cauſe 1 live, ye ſhall live alſo ;If the root 


die the branches muſt: needs. Aie:z -but 
the root cannot die, and:the:branchesi 
ſhall not diez while the rootrlives the. 
branches ſhall not Uie : [Fherefore | in} 
Jobn 15. he ſaith, That he is the Vine,. 
and the Believer is the Branch; that 1s: 
the reaſon the'Soul that: lives in Chrift; 
and . one -1n. Chriſt muſt. needs live a: 
flouriſhing and increaſing Late, becauſe: 
Chriſt is the vital Fountainbf - Lite, ta» 


keep the 'Sonl of a Believer-floutiſbings, 


and greenat'rootzit ſhall. not. be likethe. 
Barren Hypocrite or barren. Apoſtate:! 

| Secondly ,- Chriſt -1s ſaid: to come. 
down as .Ram upon: his Church and, 
People, to keep. them watered, to keep. 
them. freſh and flouriſhing... Now-you:-. 
muſt note, there muſt.be.a good rootz\ 
a living root, or otherwiſe all the ram 
that is, will do no good to: the: Soul, 
Col.1.19..1t-pleaſed the Father\that in him: 


ſhould. all fulneſs dwell; as he is the vital: 


Fountain from:whence their Life ts de-/ 
rived, fo is he manifeſting his Grace:tal7 
thetn, andiſo 1s ſaid: to;come down'tas: 


Rain onthem,: in Pſa, 72. This Pſalm) 


Sis a H 2 _VYas 


ns PC ag YH ATI ORR RS 3220 


100 Eſiilt a Chaiilkſans Life, 
was. penned: 'when David was on his 
Death 'Bed,:and he orders Solower to 
be: Crowned , he ſpeaks of Solomon, 
Give the King thy Judgment O Lord,and 
thy Righteouſneſs unto the Kings Son : 
And thei: he: fpeaks Prophetically of 
Chriſt and of his Kingdom, He ſhall 
Judge thy people with righteouſneſs, and 
thy poor with judgment ; the mountains 
ſhall bring peace to the people, and the lit- 
tle bills by righteouſneſs. He fhall judge 
the poor of the people, he (hall ſave the 
children of the needy, and ſhall break, in 
preces the oppreſſor. They ſhall fear thee 
as long as the Sun and Moon endure, 
throughout all generations. Now that 
cannot be ſpoke of Solomron, that muſt 
be of Chriſt. Then Verſe 6. He ſhalt 
eome down like rain upon the mown graſs, 
aud. as ſhowers that water the earth 5 in 
his days (hall righteouſneſs flouriſh, and a- 
bundance of peace ſo long as the Moor 
exdureth. Speaking ' of the Proſperity 
and. Glory.\of Chriſt's Kingdom under 
. the Golpe}: He ſhall come. down as vain.- 
While there: is Rain from Heaven” 
there will - be. Fruits on - the Earth 5: 
while Chriſt is Rain to a Believer, he 
ſhall never die, though there _ [be 
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ſome Limitations, and ſome D_— 
in his exerciſe of' Grace," yet he ſhall 
not die. (BY 

- Firſt, Chriſt came doin in his Th 
carnation's when he came' to tails! ofir 
Nature upon him, he-de{-* * —_—_ mo 
cended from the Boſoth | Mr. Robiijor's 

of his Father, deſcended TC ONE 
from the \Crown! to ' the Cradle, from 


the Glory of his Father to the Manger, 


from Angels and Glorified Saints to 
converſe with poor Man. 

Secondly, he came 'to Iwe here a an 
humble and debaſed Life 5hecame here 


to bare'our Infirmities , -and to take 


our Sicknefles. 
Thirdly; He:came down very low 5 
when the bleſſed Lord of Glory came 


| to the Croſs; when he' that was the 


Fountain of all Life muſt: die the curfed 
Death of the Croſs. | 

Fourthly, He comes down in del: 
cending into the Hearts'of his People 
by his Holy Spirit, in the Revelation 
of his Divine Grace ; he comes' down 
when he reveals fon Heaven his bIe- 
ſed Grace and- Confolatiort to his Pes- 
ple: The River of Life that is above, 
_ down many ſweet drops into 
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..the Soul. When a Believer: is gaſping 
and thinking, I will, hear:this Sermon 
and die ; will God ever ipeak:peace.or 
comfort ? As the Woman," ſhe would 
. bake her, Cake, eat. it, :and die 5 but 

when that was gone ſhe: bad: a. ſupply. 
The Believer. is 'ready under: Doubts 
and Fears to.fay, 'Hath. God. forgot to 
. be gracious? .,but he hath;a ſopply from 
that River that, comes:from the Throne 
of God. : Rep,21.1. And he fbewed me' a 
pure River of water of  Lifg,jclear as Cry- 
 ſtal, Pr ocegp g out of the; Thrane- of God 
and of the Lamb. He ſhewed me a pure 
_Riverz there js in Chriſt no:Impurity; 
he is the Lamb of God without :ſpot-3 
. What he gives to his People'are pure 


Mr. Durhamon, | dinances- and: Duties are 


..i , ,myxed. with: Corruption ; 
;þut [Chriſt -is the pure; Rwer ;. it is a 
River, no- ſmall Brook, but a River, 
Tunning..and always running, flowing 
.and always flowing, giving:and always 
giving. It is notonly a Riyer flowin 
but Waters of Life to the Soul - 
ar... o | Ives 
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lives on Chriſt. -. Thoſe that drink of 
this. Water of Lite ſhall never die: 
He that- deſires to drink | of theſeiWa- 
ters of Life, that thirſts for them;'1can- 
not but hve ; they:are as clear-as.Cry- 
ſtal. That 1s an Emblem of the Saints 
Life, a. Life of Grace;-! and Life of 
Glory.  ; Here we: have! theſe. Waters 
in Ordinances through: Pipes 3 here we 
ſee. them . through \a Glaſs, . but there 
you will:-ſee them.Face to Face 5. there 
the Saints ſhall folace.: themſelves: as 
Celeftial Fiſhes in that pure. River. ' In 
Ordinances we have.ſame ſweet-dfops 
and ſtreams; Pſal.;46.: the Church be- 
ing under .tr ouble;' ſpeaks of her help 
in':God,, Thongh-the Earth be removed, 
that. 1s,: though there: tsa change: of 
times.and revolutiofi of. things; though 


| - the, Mountains be carried into the:Sek, .:we 


will not. fear : : So. though we have many 
Temptations, many. Troubles 3; though 
we have - many Difconragementsiwe 
will-:not fear 3 though the - Waters 
thereot. roar and be troubled, thongh 
the Mountains ſhakg with the ſwelling 
thereaf': [There is aRyiver, the Streams 
whereof -: make | gladi;/the; City-::of 
God. : This ſhews- forth; ih the letter; 
THEM H4 the 
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the Tabernacle, where the Preſence of 
God was, and his: Glory appeared. 
Though we have ſwelling Waves, great 
Temptations, great Troubles, yer we 
have aStream that makes glad the City 
of God, for God is in the midſt of 
her : He was in the midſt of Jeruſalem 
that was called the City of .the great 
King. P/al.48.1,2.Great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praiſed in the City of our 
God, in the Monntain of his Holineſs. 

Beautiful for ſatnation, the Joy of the 
whole Earth is Monnt Sion, on the ſides of 
the North, the City of the great King. So 
that the City of Ferxjalem where the 
King of Glory had his Dwelling-place, 
where he met his People between the 
Cherabims and the Mercy-ſeat. God 
did dwell in the Tabernacle in Fer»ſa- 
kw, but Chrift is the glorious Femple 
wherein the Godhead dwells, being in 
the 'midſt of his Church by a Divine 
Union, - is theiy Life m the midſt of 
their Troubles: Here are ſweet Streams 
that flow from him. There is a River, 
and this River is in the midſt of her: 
Chriſt: is in the - midſt of his Church, 
watering of 'his Church, giving new 
Streams to it daily,that makes on the 
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Heart of his People. How does Rain re- 
Joyce the Heart of the Husbandman in 
a dry time when it comes unexpected } 
So: aiBeliever receives the Streams of 
Comfort unexpefted under the Ordi- 
nances. An Experimental Believer lon 

to' be under the Enjoyments of all 
Ordinances, - and wauld be' hindred 
fron-none, though the Heart may be 
backward to Duty. A poor Believer 
wilt 'cry to the Lord in fecret, Lord, 
let not this wicked Heart hinder me z 
it may be I may have a Stream from 
Chtift that may refreſh my thirſty Soul, 
and make it glad 3' for Chriſt is un the 
midft bf his People, and my Soul de- 
fires to enjoy. him, my Soul defires ro 
live upon him: There 18a River makes 
glad theCity. of God, the: Chatoh::of 
God. | ' And- why -may not*itny--Sout 
receive Comfort ?-- Thus: Jeſay Chriſt! 
cotnes as: Rain from Heaven to make 
Glad the City of God ; Though-there 
are ſwelling Waves of Temptation and 
Trouble, there are Streams that” make 
glad this City, The Wrath of God is 
made known from Heaven to Unbe- 
hevers, and his Love' is made known 
from Heaven to Believers a 
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deed the Believer may not always have 
the Comfort -of it. | But the Reliever 
that lives on Chriſt , whoſe-Defires, 
and. Thirſtings, and Ends and Aims are, 
that'in all he may.enjoy Chriſt: 1fay, 
when they are under Fears and Noubts, 
they ſeem to be: in a withering ſtate, 
but when Chriſt, as the Rain deſcends 
down, the Believer 15s: revived and re- 
freſhed,. As Gideon's Fleece was :wet 
when the Ground ;was dry, fo. hath a 
Behever. Heavenly Enjoyment.: and 
Communion with -Chriſt, : when all the 
World:1s barren, '.. When the Behever 


” 4.45 is, ynder fear, and faith, I fear I ama 


withered Plant, that I am not watered 3 3 
Saith;;the Lord,-He fall come , down ,45 

rai. :;: If we ask. many, where is your 
Comifarg i ?;/They will tell you, here knd 
there. But ſay ta a;Believer ,; /Where 1s 
your expeftation?; My Hope i$ jd, up 
in.Chriſt, my expetation is from him. 
To ſuch ſaith God, he ſhall come: down 
as raing,that-is, with hys Spirit; revealing 
his Love and Grace to:the Soul, as Rain 
comes: fromi the Clonds : So through 
the Clouds of Darkneſs doth Chriſt re- 
veal his Grace £0- poor dark. doubting 


Saints, - | » 43.37 "145 h 
When 
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When the Lord Jeſas'poureth*out 
his Holy Spirit: into. poor doubting 
Souls, to comfort and refreſh the wed- 
ry and heavy laden Soul, to give a 
Teſtimony of the Love of God'to your 
Souls 3 the efficacy of God's Holy Sp1- 
rit revives the Saints, and begets Life 
in dead Sinners-3 Chriſt comes down'to 
them and cauſes them to live'that'ne- 
- ver lived'. before. Indeed I confeſs 
there Chriſt is 'wonderfulty beyond all 
ſhowers of Rain ; for if we*'plant and 
ſow, Rain brings It up 3: but Chrift 
brings: up Seed', brings 'forth Fruft 
where it was never before. ''So ſaith 
the Prophet, 1/7: 32. from' the - 12th to 
the 16th. They ſhall lament for the Texts, 
| _ the pleaſant' Fields, for the freitfal 

Upon the Land of my people fhall 
Come aſe Thorns and Briefs” jet npotr all 
the Houſes of : Foy (in the joyonis City's be- 
cauſe the Palaces ſhall be for ſukevthe mitt- 
titude' of the City ſhall be left,- the Forts 
and Towers ſhall be for Dens for ever; a 
joy of wild Aſes, a' paſture of! Flocks : 
:Ontil the Spirit be poured upon us frons 
on high, and the Wilderneſs be a fruitfil 
feeld, and the: frivztful field be counted fo 
F: of ict : This indeed was literally 
ſpoken 
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ſpoken of the Captivity of the Jews ; 
ſaith he, All their pleaſant places ſhall be 
filled with deſolation, and their Palaces 
ſhall be forſaken. How long ? until the 


Spirit be poured upon us from on high. 


Bat how ſhould this be? Why,it might 
be ſuppoſed that the Spirit of the Lord 
came on Cyrae, and thoſe that gave the 
Jews Liberty to go and build the City 
of God: But ſhall we think that this 
is the whole? No, every finner that 
lives upon the face of the Earth is a 


F*% barren deſolate wretched Creature till 
+*__ . theSpiritof God is poured upon him. 


How long ſhall theſe finners conti- 
nue ſo ? Until the Spirit of the Lord 
be poured from on high. And what 
then 2 Why then this Wilderneſs ſhall 
become a fruitful Field, the Wilderneſs 
becomes a Garden or Field. The old 
Ignorant poor carnal finner becomes 
now a gracious Saint. Doth he ſtand 
ata ſtay? No: And the fruitful Field 
be counted for a Foreſt ? 

When the Spirit of the Lord comes 
down, then the Wildernefs becomes a 
fruitful Field, and the fruitful Field is 
counted for a Foreſt. Many Proteffors 
there are that hear Chriſt FRO 

| car 
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hear what it 1s to live upon Chriſt, but 
they, not knowing Chriſt, not having 
the Spirit of God poured out upon 
them, are the ſame as ever they were. 
Now how long will it be that you will 
hear of Chriſt, and not live on Chriſt? 
I can teil you, until the Spirit of the 
Lord be poured npon you from ort 
high ; until the Spirit be revealed from 
on high, it ſignifies a plentiful commu- 
nication of the Spirit; 1t hath a reſpe& 
to the times of the Goſpel 3 for altho- 
God gave his Spirit in ſome meaftre* 
before, yet he poured it not out be-? 
fore he was firſt anoynted with his Ful- . 
neſs; a larger meaſure of God's Spirit” 
1s now given then was before. Then we ' 
ſhall return and ſay, Lord, the Wilder- 
neſs is become a fruitfa} Field, and the 
fruitful Field is counted for a Foreſt ; 
but the mean time you fit uneoncern- 
ed, while you fend us home monrn- 
ing ; you fit on your Seats anconcerne 
ed, and go home 1o ; but your | 
Minifter goes with forrow to the 
Lord. | | 
How long, Lord, ſhall I preach before 


one Soul be converted by my*Mini-, 
oh ge ſtry ? 


OL 
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ETIRTS ftry? How long ſhall I teach 
he Spark NN. before one Sinner is convert- 
h <d 2 The Lord anſwers, Un- 
til my Spirit be poured ont upon them 
from on high. Many Sermons may be 
poured ont, and Hearts and Lives of 
Miniſters * poured out, before your: 
Souls are. converted, except the Spirit 
of God be poured upon you. How 
much do they err that tell you, If you 
will you. may believe ;, and that there 
is no ſuch thing as an irreſiſtable Pow- 
er put forth? But ler them that know 
Chriſt, ſpeak, whether the Arminians 
ſpeak Trath or no. You know you 
were barren before the Spirit. of God 
came 3 you that are ruſh'd into a Pro. . 
feſlion of Religion, that- are barren, 
and dead, and carnal, and live ſo {till ; 
i profeſs you are in a-miſerable. condi-- 
tion, you -never did know Chriſt. ; if 
you did, you would lead ,other kind. 
of . Lives ;- but thoſe that. have reCElV-: 
ed Chriſt, that live:upen Chriſt, and . 
thirſt for Chriſt, Chriſt comes down, 
and revives them with new ſhowers! 
from Heaven, 1/2. 44. 3, 4, 5. 1 will 
pour water upon ' him that is thirſty; aut 
flonds : upon the dry ground : I will:pour.) 


my 
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21y Spirit upox thy. Seed, and my bleſſing 
upon thine Offspring : Aud they ſball 
' ſpring up as among the graſs, as Willows 
by the Water-conrſes. One ſhall ſay, -I am 
the Lord's 5 and another ſhall call himſelf 
by the name of Jacob ; and another ſhall 
ſubſcribe. with his hand "unto the Lord, 
and ſurname himſelf by the name of. 1[- 
ras]... , Theſe Words call for your 
attention z the beginning is , Jacob 
was afraid he was forſaken of God 
Iſrael, of old was under Diſconrage- 
ments 5 and: the Evangelical Prophet 
reacheth to all the 1/raelites of God, 
Verſe 1. Yet now hear, O Jacob my Ser- 
vant, and Iſrael whom I have choſer : 
Thus ſaith the Lord that made thee, and 
formed thee from the Womb, which mill 
help thee ;, fear not, O Jacob my Servant, 
and , thou Feſurnn whow 1 have choſen. 
We ſee here plainly, that which many 
of our Age do deny, God's choofing of 
one more than another. God lates the 
Foyndztion of Iſrael's Comfort in his 
peculiar, choice of them. Iſrael whore 
1 bave choſen : If God hath not: choſen 
Iſrael, what is all Bleſſings or Mercies? 
Bur Lord, if I am choſen, yer I am un# 
der Trouble, Straits and Fears. Safth 


God 
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God, 1 will pour Water upon him that 3s 
Poorſty, and Flonds upon the dry gromd ; 


will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and 
my Bliſſerg upon thy Offspring : That is, 
all that are in Chriſt : If you are 
Chriſt's, then you are Abraham's Seed ; 
and what then ? they ſhall ſpring up as 
among the Graſs, as Willows by the 
Water-courſes ; by the Water-ſide 
they {hall grow, I ſhall ſee my people 
grow : And what then ? One ſhall fay, 
who ſhall ſay ? why the poor doubting 
Soul, that hath long cried out, O that 
I could but know Chriſt were mine ! 
O that I could but make mention. of 
him as my Lord and my Redeemer ! 
My: Soul even faints with expectation, 
for his loving-kindneſs to be revealed ! 
What, ſhall theſe flouriſh, and grow, 
and thrive? - Yes, they ſhall. One 
ſhall ſay; am the Lord's,and another ſhall 
call himſelf by the name of Jacob,and ano- 
ther ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the 
Lord, When the Spirit of the Lord is 
ponred--out, then the Soul comes to 
have the Revelation of the Loye of 
God to it. Before he was droopthy, 
hanging down hits Head, fearing -him- 
felF'a withered Soul. -Bue now 1aith 

4 E the 
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the Soul, When I read the Love of 
God, I can ſubſcribe my ſelf the Lords, 
and I can call my ſelf by the name of 
the God of Jacob. I will ſet Heart 
and Hand to it; as that good holy 
Man of God Mr. Peacock id, Let 1t 
be preach'd at my Funeral, that I am 
no Caſt-away. How comes this about? 
A poor Soul, longing for Chriſt, wait- 
ing for him, deſiring nothing more 
than to live on Chriſt, and with Chriſt, 
yet under much doubt and fear. Why ? 
the Believer wanted theſe Heavenly 
Showers to be poured out, the Teſtt- 
mony of the Spirit : But when the Spi- 
rit is poured out, ſaith the Soul, Tn 
call my ſelf by the name of Jacob, and 
ſubſcribe with my hand,l am the Lords. 
Say to a Believer, What doſt thou de- 
fire, Sonl 2 Nothing more than to live 
to Chriſt, nothing more than to enjoy 
Chriſt, nothing below him will content 
me: Where will you wait there? Where 
the Lord comes: And how long? Till 
the Spirit of the Lord is poured out 3 
and then I ſhall call my {elf by the. 
wary of the Lord, and not be MEER | 
me 
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This hath relation to the righteous 
and gracious A& of God in delivering 


_ a righteous and oppreſſed Nation from 


cruel Tyrants and Oppreflors. This 
Work ſhall be ſo great and illuftrions, 
as if God had rain d down ſhowers of 
Righteonſneſs out of Heaven. Bur 
this is notall the meaning, the Myſtery 
of the Sinners glorious Redemption 
through Chriſt is here included, and al- 
ſo God's gracious: Acts of Righteon\- 
neſs, 1/a. 45.8. Drop down ye Hea- 
wvens from above, let the Skzes pour down 
righteouſneſs, let the Earth open, and let 
them bring forth Salvation, and let Righ- 
teonſneſs ſpring up together 5 I the Lord 


have created it. Here is the Lord's 


"Command , and the Church's Prayer 


drop down ye Heavens. Let the 


Skies pour down- «righteouſneſs, the 


Lord commands 1t , the Church and 
Prophet prays for it. When a poor 


Believer is praying, fighing, looking up 


to Heaven, - O that I might have a 


glimpſe this day of the Love of God ! 


Q that I did but know that I were re- | 
deemed by thy Blood ! Saith the Lord, 
Drop down ye Heavens. For until the 


Spirit of the Lord come, there will | 


be 
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be cold hearing and praying until the 
Lord reveal himſelf to the poor ſinner. 
A poor doubting Soul in his own ima- 
ginations is undone. God's delive-: 
ring his people from Temporal Miſe- 
ries, was but a Drop in compariſon-of 
his giving Chriſt for poor ſinners to ſa- 
tisfie Divine Juſtice 3. then he poured 
down Righteouſneſs ! Saith the Lord, 


You ſhall not want a Righteouſneſs: 


I will ſend down a Righteouſneſs to 
that Soul; Drop down ye Heavens, and 
let the Skies pour down righteouſneſs : As 
the Sky when it is clear gives Light, ſo 
does the Lord by his Spirit reveal to 
the Soul his intereſt in Jeſis Chriſt, and 
his love to his Son!. That 1s a poor 
Life indeed, or Profeſſion , that-you 
hve on your ſelf, and your own per- 
formances, and not on Chriſt. You fee 
when Chriſt comes down, he comes 
with the' Power of his Spirit on the 
Hearts of ſinners in their Converſion-, 
and on Saints in their Deſertion, and 
then you ſhall go away rejoycing.' 


O with what chearfi] Hearts have we 


had many gone from an Ordinancel 


| They have been complaining in the 


Morning; and have been rejoycing in 
I 2 the 
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the Afternoon. - And how comes this ? 
Did it le in, the power of a Man ? 
Could an earthen Veſlel give this? No, 
the Heavens. dropt down; and then what 
praiſing and bleſſing God is there in 
the Soul , when, the Spirit of God in 
the Word | 1s poured out on a poor Be- 
lever that was in Fears and Doubts ? 
While the Hypocrite never queſtions 
nor fears his Condition. The Believer 
fears nothing more:;than decaying, tho 
he is eſtabliſhed that he ſhall never fall 


from Chriſt, yet he would not be bar- 


ren 2 As it is the deſire of a Believer 
to be, glorified with Chriſt, ſo- to glo- 
rifie. Chriſt while on Earth.: | Here a 
Believer hath many Fears and Doubts : 

Firſt, - he fears that God 1s. not recon- 
ciled to him 3 but the Spirit of the 
Lord comes to water the poor droop- 
ing.;Soul. Chriſt manifeſts to the Soul 
that God is reconciled: T1 amr at peace 
with. thee, ſaith the Lord, Iſa-27. 2,3, 4,5. 

I that day ſing '\unto her,>a Vinejard of 
red Wine. Truly it is red Wine muſt 
make the ſinners peace ; it is the red 
Blood of Chriſt, a bleeding Redeemer, 
muſt give Peace unto the doubting Be- 


liever. S7ng ye wnto her, a Vinegard af re 
Wine 
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Wine's Redemption thro' the Blood of 
Chriſt 1s the ſweeteſt Song that ever 
ſinners can hear ; it 1s not a Vineyard 
to work in, but a Vineyard to ſing 1n, 
a Vineyard of red Wine 5 without this 
red Wine, our red fins would undo 
our poor guilty Souls : But Lord, How 
ſhall I know that this red Wine, this 
Blood of Chriſt is made mine ?. How 
ſhall { know that I am reconciled by 
the Blood of Chriſt? Saith God, I wil 
water it, I will pour out my ſpirit to ve- 
veal it and manifeſt it. And what then 
Lord ? Shall I know Fury is z0t in me, 
who would ſet the Briers and Thorns'a- 
gainſt me in Battle 2 1 would go through 
them, I would burn thews together : ' You 
ſhall know that T am a reconciled':God 
unto you, 1am at peace with thee 3 
How ſhall I be at peace with thee? 
Saith God in the fifth Verſe, Let him 
take hold of my ſirength. that: he” may 
make. peace with me,i and he ſhall be at 
peace with me. In that day ſing ye ut- 
tother-a:Vineyard- of red:Wine: 'Saith 
the Lord, 7 ll ſing her 4 ſong; every 


Sermon you hear of theove of Chriſt _ 
chever. _ 


For, 
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When poor Souls come to have the 
Spirit of the Lord poured out' upon 
them, to reveal that God. is reconci- 
led unto them, then the Soul goes on 
in the ways of God chearfully ; before 
the Believer was doubting, and fearing, 
and queſtioning. 

But what doſt deſire, O Soul ? I de- 
fire nothing more, I crave nothing 
more; than to enjoy Chriſt. Then ſaith 
God ; 1 will ſing you a Song under the 
Goſpel, the Lord does not. come to 
call yon to Mount Szzaj7, he doth 
not ſpeak with Terror and Horror 3 
but he comes to ſing a glorious Song 
of Redemption, that is, red Wine to 
poor undone finners, and to poor 
doubting Saints : But I tell you, we 
may {ing and preach till we .come to 

the Grave, and not one Soul be con- 
verted and brought home to God, ex- 
cept-the. Spirit of. the Lord come and 
work. with us. For I durſt ſpeak it, 
if I could but:;have acquaintance with 
yaitto know your Minds, there 1s not 
any one of you that will draw near to 
God, while you think God is an Ene- 
-w nnto yoi 5 bart if any thing. draws 
. 1 to God, it muſt be the Song of red 

WH | Wine, 
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Wine, Redemption through the Blood 
of Chriſt. And then as for the droop- 
ing Saint, he 1s afraid to come be- 
fore God while he 1s under his Fear 
and Trouble; then what ſhall I do 
Lord ? Take hold of my ſtrength, that 
is, on, Chriſt, and be at 'peace with 
me. The Spirit of: the Lord reveals 
to the Soul a reconciled God,that God 
Is at peace with.,them, and hath par- 
doned all their fins. But before the 
Soul cries, What am I, an unpardoned 
Soul? I am afraid I ſhall meet my fins, 
that they will ſtare me in the face ano- 


'|" ther day. O thatI did but know that 


Chriſt was mine ! That my ſins were 
forgiven me! That I had but the Love 


of God in Chriſt ! I have been look- 


ing, ſaith the Sou], when God will come 
and fay, Thy ſins are forgiven thee, Da- 
vid , Pſal. 32. was greatly troubled, 
he ſaid, The Lord's Hand lay day and. 
night heavy upon him: And how is it 
now, 1 acknowledged my ſin nnto thee, 
and mine iniquity have Þ not hid : I ſaith; 
I will confeſs my Tranſgreſſuns unto'the 
Lord, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of 
1y ſin. 1 found great Comfort, I had 
a ſweet {hower, Chriſt came down as 
I 4 _ Ram 
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Rain upon my Soul, God revealed his 
pardoning Grace. I ſaid, [ will confeſs 
my Tranſgreſſwon unto the Lord, and thou 
forgaveſt the Iniquity of my ſin. What, 
was David's fin never forgiven before? 
Yes, all his Tranſgreſſions were done 
away,and his Soul was pure in the ſight 
of God, through the Righteouſneſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt. But David had doubts 
on his Soul, Fear on his Soul, he had a 
Summers Drought 5 would I had a 
ſhower of Mercy: I confeſs I am a poor 
wretched Creature, I am a vile ſinner. 
I will now look to the Lord; and he 
did not look in vain. Are not Be- 
lievers fins pardoned ? Yes, they ſhall 
never be' remembred more. But the 
Believer doth not know this always 3 
and when he does not know it, he be- 
gins to cry out, Is thy Mercy clear 
gone? But then he calls to mind, this 
is my Infirmity : Then he cries to the 
Lord, and in comes pardoning Mercy, 
Be of good chearhy fins are forgiven thee. 
O what a refreſhing ſhower 1s this ! It 
1s this I have looked for, longed for, 
waited for. Then next faith the Soul, I 
defire nothing more than to enjoy 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, yetT am fo. unrighteous, I que- 
ſtion whether his Righteouſneſs be 
mine : Now comes the Lord by his Spi- 
rit, and reveals to the Son], that it 
hath a righteouſneſs to ſtand before 
the Lord in. Now the Sonl can fay, 
The Lord my Righteouſneſs. Cor. 1. 3O. 
But of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Sandification,' and 
Redemption > he 1s made of- God 
to me. O now he is made the Lord 
my righteouſneſs. How ſhall I know 
this? The Spirit of the Lord reveals 
this to the Saints in the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Now I can go boldly to 
God , and ask mercy boldly of God. 
P/al.1 26.4. Turn again our Capt#vity, O 
Lord, as the Streams in the South : As 
the Streams in the South refrefh the 
dry and barren ground, ſo does the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt revealed com- 
fort my Soul. How barren -wasT mn 
Daty! I was afraid to come to God, 
] was afraid whether my Wandrings 


would not cauſe God to turn me out 


of his Preſence 3 but God hath: pre- 
pared Chriſt to be my righteovineſs, 
therefore in him I come without-Spot. 
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Indeed when I am out of frame, it is 
without Comfort to my ſelf, but I have 
always Righteouſneſs before God, I 
have always boldneſs to the Throne of 
Grace through Chriſt. Many Prayers 
that have been made when I was out 
of Frame, have been no ſmall Trouble 
to my Soul ; but when it was revealed 
to me, that Chriſt was my Righteoulſ- 
neſfs,that he was made fin for me, that 1 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. that is, tho Chriſt was 
a Man without fin in bimſelf, yet our 
ſin was imputed to him, and he was 
by God reckoned as a ſinner; and: 
then he kills him, putting our Curſe 
upon him 3 ſo that to us that are free, 
Chriſt was made ſo, that God looks on 
De. Preſton on US as if we had perform- 
Row.l.1]). ed perfe& Righteonſneſs, 
and when that is done, he faves us 
You that have- lived and not made 
Chriſt your Righteouſneſs, you will 
want a Righteouſneſs when you come 
to die : But they that have made Chriſt 
their Righteouſneſs, though their fins 
be as heaps of Sand, yet through the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt you will ſtand 
as ſpotleſs before God, as if you had 
p ; never 
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never ſinned. Now how do you know 


this to be your Righteouſneſs > Why, 


the Spirit of God reveals this to your _ 
Souls, and you can as boldly call him, 
the Lord your Righteouſneſs, as you 
can call your Houſe and Land, or any 
thing you enjoy , your own. If you 


g0 to God in Chriſt, whatever is need- 


ful for you, you ſhall as ſurely have it 
as if you had it already. Then next, 
the Spirit of Chriſt flowing from. the 
Heart of a Believer gives the Believer 
ſweet Communion with God. The Soul 
thinks it is at a diſtance from God, the 
Spirit comes down in a {weet ſhower 
and brings it near to God. O, fatththe 
Soul, that I could but enter within 
the Vail to have Communion with 
God ! But methinks God and I ſtand 
at a diſtance ;3 he is in Heaven, and I 
am (as it were) in Hell: I am as one 
forgotten 3 though 1 lay claim to him 
as my God, I would have the Know- 
ledge of him that he is my God, and 
God of my Saluatign, Pal. 83. O God 
of my Salvation Tet my Prayer come be- 
fore thee, incline thine ear to my Cry, for. 
my Soul is full of trouble. Sometimes a 
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is the next ? And wy Life draweth nieh 
unto the Grave, I am counted with them 
that go down into the Pit. That is 
dreadful, when the fear of Death and 
of Hell meet together. I am as a 
Man that hath no ſtrength to belive, 
yet I have ſome glimmerings that thou 
art the God of my Salvation : But 
Death and Kell 1s approaching to me in 
my-apprehenſion : wilt thou ſhew Won- 
ders to the dead ; ſhall the dead hve ? 
Is it not poſithle I {hould live ? Shall 
have a Shower of Mercy ? Shall thy 
loving-kindnels be declared in the 
Grave, or thy faithiulneſs 1n deſtru- 
con? Shall I have a ſhower upon my 
dying Soul ? Shall I be brought to 
have Communion with God? Thus 
when the Lord fees to ſtand at a di- 
ſtance from the Soul, he comes down 
in a ſhower by his Spirit, that he finds 
very familiar Communion with God : 
Theretore the Apoſtle, when he prays 
for the Corinthians, be prays, That the 
Grace w?” the Lord Jeſus, the love of (wad 
the Fatper, aray be communicated witto 
then by the Holy Ghop.. 2.Cor. E3,14- 
The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
love of God, and the Communion, of the 
Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt be with you all, Amen. The 
Grace of Chriſt your Life, the Love 
of God in Chriſt... communicated to 
you through the Holy Ghoſt : So when 
the Love of God is come down on 
the Soul, then the Soul comes to have 
ſweet Communion with God 3 be- 
fore the Soul was afraid to come. to 
God, but now it can fay, Lord, thou 
knoweſt me, and I know thee ; Lord, thou 
knoweſt what is in me, and what thou ha 
wrought in ze. Thus the Soul goes on - 
knowing and- being known : So. the 
Soul:1s carried on in this ſweet Frame, 
with: that familiar ſweet Communion 
with God, that the Soul wiſhes it might 
always be employed: in God's Service. 
Again, When Chriſt is revealed by 
the Spirit to the Soul, the Soul comes 
to know its Adoption, that it can and 
doth _ God toi. be his Father, 
the Spirit of the Lord poured:out;ery- 
ing Abba Father. ' Gal 4. 4. 5:6. hs 
when: the fulneſs of the time was come; 
God ſeut forth bis Son made of a Wo- 
man, made under the Law, to redeew 
them "that were. under the Law, that we 
wight receive the adoption of Sons..Chriſt 
comes: to redeem us, the Holy: Spirit 
_ -cames 
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comes to reveal to the Soul, that you 
are no more Servants, but Sons,that we 
might receive the Adoption of Sons : 
Sons of God redeemed by Chriſt's 
Blood ; but the Soul ſeems to,be doubt- 
ing whether it be ſo or no : Well, faith 
the Apoſtle,becauſe ye are ſons,God hath 
ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
Hearts, crying Abba, Father. O what 
would many a poor doubting /Sonl 
give to call God Father ! Thongh ma- 
ny a Wretch calls God Father. But a 
poor Believer, if all the World were 
wen him to be tis Portion, he would 
trample on all to call God Father in 
deed and 1n truth 3 to goto God as a 
Father, to have God for my Father, 
that glorious God that made Heaven 
and Earth, that glorious God that 
turns Men to Deſtruction, and faith, 
Come again ye Children of Men, who 
feeds the Saints above with eternal 
Pleaſare : ThisGod I can call »-y God, 
my; Father, my Portion; my Portion 
living, my Portion dying 3 a Portion 
beyond all the World. This God by the 
Spirit the Soul comes to know to be his 
Father, and the Soul is'never well but 
when he is ſpeaking to his Father,there 
is 
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is ſach a Converſe between the Father 
ind the Child. Again, "The Spirit 
when it comes with its revealing Evi- 
dence, comforts the drooping Soul, 
that Jeſus Chriſt 1s everlaſting Life to 


"him. They that live on Chriſt ſhall 


'have everlaſting Life from Chriſt. The 
Believer bath many ſweet and com- 


| fortable ſhowers, many-precious drops 


flowing into his Sou), that he can wit- 
neſs the Propheſie is come to paſs. The 
Prophet Foe! faith, Joel 3. 18. And it 
ſhall come to paſs in that day, that the 
Mountains ſhall. drop down new Wine, 
and the Hills ſhall flow with Milk, and 
all the Rivers of Judah ſhall flow with wa- 
ters, and a Fountain ſhall come forth from 
the Houſe of the Lord. The Prophet 
allades to thoſe Waters that were con- 
veyed from ſome Spring through. Con- |, 
duit Pipes towards the Altar, Ezek; 47. 
1,2,3. for the uſe of the Temple, 18 
which Water the Prieſts waſhed what 
was to be waſhed. This no doubt is. 
a ſhadow of the purifying Blood 'of 
Chriſt, and his ſanCifying Spirit and 
Word 3 and in that it 1s faid to come 
from the Lord, it intiwateth-that theſe 
glad Tidings, this ſaving Grace _ 
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..-- Hills ſhall flow with Milk 3 the glori- 
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be firſt Preach'd from Jeruſalem, and 
by the Church, which is the Houſe of 
God, ſhall be publiſhed to others. The 
Valley of Shittzzz that this Fountain 
ſhall water, the meaning is, it ſhall re- 
freſh, purge, and make fruitful all ho- 
ly, Works. It was on the Plain of 
Moab, on the Borders of 1/7ael, toward 
the South-Eaſt, Namb.33.49. Joſh. 3. I. 
not far from the Dead Sea. Theſe 
Waters ſhall flow down to the dry 
Mr. Peo's An- and thirſty, the/barren and 
notations. fruitleſs Gentiles, and make 
them fruitful. And' it ſhall come to 
paſs in that day, inthe day of the 
Goſpel, in that day that a Soul be- 
lieves in Chriſt 5 what ſball come to 
paſs? In that day the Mountains ſhall 
drop down new Wine, the new Wine 
of the Goſpel, not the old Lees of the 
Law, but Wine upon the Lees. The 
Law may fret and grind your Spirits to 
MStrong?; Trea. Powder , but what can 
- * Ciſe of the two Cov melt them but the Co- 

verants..'  '- venant of Grace? [/a. 
25. new Wine, new Comforts, new 
Peace:and Joy 3 that the Law could 
never bring , Chriſt brings ; and the 
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ous Promiſes of the. Goſpel, that ſhall 
be as Milk to the poor Soul, Milk to 
poor Babes in Chriſt. But then a poor 
Soul may objef&t, Truly I have defired 
Chriſt, if I know my own Heart I 
would fain live upon Chriſt ; but yet 
I find my Heart very barren, I do not 
find my Soul flouriſhing, nor increa- 
ſing, nor growing, but I find Comforts - 
are abſent from my Soul, that I may 
fay ſtill, the Comforter that ſhould 
relieve my Soul 1s far from me. To 
this I anſwer, Soul, yon that defire 
Chriſt, nothing in the World is like 
Chriſt to you 3- you ſhall not miſs of 
growth in Grace, - you ſhall not miſs of 
this bleſſed Life ; thongh the Lord 
may not give it to you according to 
your Meaſures, but according to his 
own good Will, Grace and Wiſdom 3 
for God hath very glorious Ends that 
you have not your Veſſels full at once. 
The Firſt Reafon is, That you may 
depend upon Jeſus Chriſt tor daily in- 
comes and ſupplies. Alas! while yon 
are in this Life your Veſſels are always. 
filling, and you are always to live ma 
way of dependence on Chriſt, not on- 
ly for that Grace you have received, 
| > K but 
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but for daily manifeſtation of Grace 
to your Souls, for the grace of Faith, 
and for the love of God to your Souls. 
You are to wait daily on the Lord for 
ſtrength. Not [ live, faith Paul ; I live, 
get not 1, but Chriſt liveth in me, and the 
life which I now live in the fleſh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, 2 Gal. 19,20, 
21, 1 depend on Chriſt for all, I live 
by the Faith of the Son of God; and 
one that lives by Faith does not live 
by Sight. There 1s ſomething abſent 
that a Man waits for 3 for what we en- 
joy what need we hope for, and what 
need we a& Faith for what we poſleſs ? 
We are to depend on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſo as to a& Faith in him for 
new ſupplies of Grace. We are to ſet 
our ſelves under thoſe golden Pipes 
that do convey the golden Oyl; you 
are to be looking to the everlaſting 
Hills from whence your help comes, as 
the P/almriſt ſaith, Pſal.123.22. Behold 
as the eyes of Servants look unto the 
hand of their Maſters, and as the eyes 
of a Maiden unto the hand of her Mi- 
ſtreſs, ſo our eyes wait upon the Lord 
our God, until that hehave mercy up- 
on us. P/al.121.1. I will liſt up my eyes 


unto 
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' unto the Hills from whence cometh my 
help. The Hills where the Temple was 
built, Sioz and Morzah, there will I 
look, from whence cometh my help : 
Now we- muſt look unto God in 
Chriſt for ſupplies of Grace, and 
Peace, and Comfort 3 we are to 
expect our Comfort from thoſe Moun- 
tains that drop down new Wane, 
and the Hills that drop down Milk 3 
the Skies that pour down Righteoul- 
neſs, and the Heavens that rain down 
Grace. Were your Comforts always 
flouriſhing and green, were you al- 
ways filled with Joy, would there be 
ſuch a dependence on Chriſt, where 
you are daily ſupplied and renewed ? 
When perſons are waiting for Rain 
they ſet their Veſſels forth day and 
night, and when they are full they 
take them in again 3 but perſons that 
turn the Cock to let it run into their 
Ciſterns, 1t fills them preſently, they 
wait no longer. Alaſs ! many run to 
their-own Ciſterns, their own Duties, 
walk by the ſparks of their own kind- 
ling, to what they can perform,which 
the Lord complains of, Fer. 2. 1. My 
people have committed two evils, they have 
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forſaken me the fountain of living water, 
and hewed to themſelves Cifterns, broken 
Ciſterns that can hold no water, Alas! 
their Ciſterns will not hold, there 1s 
brackiſh Water in all their Springs ; 
broken Ciſterns that hold no Water, 
their Veſſels will quickly be empty a- 
gain';' but the Soul that waits on Chriſt 
will be like the Husbandman that waits 
for Rain, is glad when he ſeeth the 
Clouds are gathering ; the Husband- 
man is glad, he looks on his withered 
Graſs and Corn, but , ſaith he, the 
Clonds begin to -ather, and I wait for 
Ram, and that will revive them again: 
So faith a poor Soul, I do expect, yea, 
| do wait for the Lord to come with 
new. Eight, and new Love, and new 
-eace, 'and new Comfort, and new 
atluratice of his Love, and that I may 
read my Pardon im his.Blood, and my 
Corafort in his Love. Saith the Lord, 
{ will be a dew to Iſrael, Hoſ.14. 5. In 
the myſtical and ſpiritual ſenſe it fig- 
nifies Chriſt, who doth by his Holy 
Word and Heavenly Grace drop down 
and diſti] upon the Souls of Believers 
by his Princely Fzvours and: loving 
Countenance, which is as a+Cloud of 
the 
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the latter Rain : That which Dew 1s to 
Fields, Gardens, Vineyards, Flowers, 
Fruits of the Earth after an hot and 
ſcorching day ; that the Favor, Word, 
Grace, Joving Countenance and Holy 
Spirit will be to the drooping and at- 
flicted Conſcience of his Peo- 
le. 
; A Believer hath his dependence of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is appear- 
ing before God tor him, pleading the 
Sinners Cauſe, preſenting his own 
Wounds before the Father, til} he 
pours down his Grace into the Soul, 
and drops down ſhowers 'of Grace 
into the Heart. But a Soul that feeds 
himſelf with his own Gifts and Parts, 
he does his Duty; and is gone, there- 
fore he does not wait for, nor depend 
on Chriſt. But, faith a Believer, I 
would be in a Believing Frame, though 
' I do not find Chriſt coming,l will look 
up, Pſal.5. 1,2,3. Give ear to my words, 
O Lord, conſt "5 th my meditation. Hearkgn 
unto the woice of my cry, my King and 
my God, for unto thee will I pray. M 
VOICE fhatt theu hear in the morning, F 
Lords in the morning will 1 divretf ty 
Prayer anto thee, and will look up. There 
K 3 are 
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a drop of Love, a little taſte. . Saith 
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are many go to their own Ciſterns in 
the Morning, performing Duty, ex- 
ercifſing what Gifts and Parts they 
have, or what they remember; they 
do Duty, but it may be think not on 
Chriſt one Moment more all the day : 
Theſe are poor empty Ciſterns that 
can hold no Water : But, ſaith the 
Pſalmiſt , I will pray and look up; tho 
I am come offi from my Knees, [ have 
not done looking up, expecting or be- 
Heving, for I wait for the Lord's An- 
{wer, I look for a Return of Prayer, 
TL look for ſupplies of Grace, for ſup- 


| ports of Faith, for comforts to my 


Soul. Many pray, but do you look 
up, do you believe, do yon make 
Chriſt your Life , depending on him 


for the ſhowers of his Grace to come 


into your Souls ? That. may comfort 
you, and quicken yor, and may be 
matter of praiſe, not only that you 
may quiet Conſcience, but that you 
may. enjoy God. When the Earth 1s 
dry, it a drop does but fall, our Hearts 
begin to be glad, we hope to have 
ſhowers from Heaven : - So when a 
Soul finds but a drop of Comfort, 


the 
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the Soul , Chriſt is coming, now he 
is revealing himſelf; I will depend 
upon him as long as I live; as Fob 
ſaith, Though thou kill me yet will I truſt 
zz thee 3, ſo ſaiththe Soul, I will depend 
on thee: And as Luther ſaid, Though 
Chriſt come againſt me with a drawn 
Sword, yet will I run into his Arms. 
Secondly, The ſecond Reaſon 1s, 
That as you ſhould depend on Chriſt, 
ſo you ſhould be waiting in the way of 
Duty, waiting in Ordinances. What 
Confuſions have come into the Minds 
of Perſons, throwing off Ordinances; 
pretending they had the Light within 
them, and were come to perfection; 
'and had no need of Teaching, pre- 
tending they knew more: than could 
be taught them ? But ſpeak with a Be- 
lever, he will tell you another thing, 
he will tell you he wants Comfort, he 
wants Grace, he wants teaching, and- 
that he wants new reviving, 1/a. 26. 8. 
Tea, in the way of thy Fudgments, O Lord, 
have we waited for thee 5 -the deſere of 
our Soul is to thy Name, and to the re- 
zembrance of thee. With my Soul. have 
I deſered thee in the night 5 yea, with my 
Spirit within me will I ſock, thee early; 
| & 3. 5M 
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yea, in the way of thy Judgments have we 
waited for thee : Though thy Hand 
hath been as it were againſt us, though 
thou haſt afflicted us, though thon haſt 
ſeemed to frown upon us, yet we have 
waited for thee ; though it be dark 
with us,” whether it be the Night of 
Afﬀition or the Night of Deſfertion, as 
well as in the Night -of Frouble and 
Adverſity 3 though our Souls are in an 
afflicted ftate, or a diſcomforted ſtate, 
we will watt ll thou return 3 we will 
wait for that God that hides himſelf 
trom the Houſe of Jacob: Not hike ſome 
thatare ſeeking pnrerChurches through 
the deceivings of Satan and their own 
£A. Hearts. Many there are that think 
#2 they have Knowledge enough, and 
— Peace enough ; but theſe are the De- 
WF” lufions of Satan,that they may not wait 
upon God in the way of his Appoint- 
ment 3 they think they need no more 
Teaching. But the'Lord will not leave 
his People to theſe Deluſions ; for 
they -{hail, through his Grace, be ſo 
kept 5 they ſhall - be kept waiting on 
him in his Ordinances and Appoint- 
ments 3. ſo from Ordinance to Ordi- 
Nance; from Duty to Duty, carried '6n' 
from 
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ſtrength to ſtrength. If you had a fall 
Harveſt preſently, you would be rea- 
dy for Glory ; and it your Vellel were 
filled here, you would be ready for 
an immortal Life 3 you would be rea- 
dy for your Life to be ſwallowed up- 
in Victory 3 as when you are diſtilling 
Aqua Vite, or any other Spirits, you 
ſet a Bottle nnder it, and that arops 
in drop by drop, and when it 1 full} 
you take it away; and if it had been 
filled at once yon would have took tt 
away. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt could fill 
the Veſlel at once : But what then 2? 
Could you- contath your Joy? You 
muſt enter into the Joy of your Lord. 
When the Bottle 1s full it 15 taken-2- 
way, it can hold no more; ſo when 
a Soul 1s filled with Grace, and Com- 
fort, and Aflonrance: What 1s he fit 
{or but Glory? To go to enjoy God in 
that fall meaſure that-the Saints and _ 
Angels do ? But you. have: Mercy dt- | 
ſtilled out, ſome dropsin one Sermon, 
and ſome in another, that yotr Souls 
may be ſtill filling up till you are fit for 
Glory: It you were ftll-at-once, yort - 
would not need any more Ordinances. 
Bat now the Soul faith, T blef&God for 
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his Ordinances, for I have' received 
ſome comfort by them ; O that I had 
a full Aflarance ! O that I conld ſee 
more of Chriſt! O that I were perfe& 
in Chriſt ! O that I could love him as 
the Saints do that are in Glory! It yon 
could, then you need not come any 
more to Ordinances. You ſee in a Cloud 
a bright ſide and a dark fide, in Or- 
dinances you have Peace and Joy : Ay, 
and you ' have Temptation, that you 
may long for another Ordinance, that 
you may have Peace and Comfort ; ſo 
you are led from Ordinance to Or- 


dinance, you are led from Duty to 


Duty, till you are brought to Glo- 
Ty. So when you have received ſome 
Revelations of Chriſt, you long for 
Ordinances again , that you may re- 
ceive more: I fay, a ſincere Believer 
that waits upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that waits for a ſhower from Heaven, 
he may lee, that in every Complaint he 
hath cauſe to rejoycez he muſt needs 
ſee ſomething ; though he has a dark 
Cloud, he cannot but ſay, Truly. he 
hopes to ſee a bright Cloud alſo : He 
cannot but own that he hath ſome 
Glimmerings of Hope that were never 
: © wound 
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found before. Convetfion... that was 
never found in a carnal Heart; as 
ſometimes the Lord is pleaſed in an 
Ordinance to give unto the Soul at one 
time one Promiſe, and at another time 
another. If a Man had a Field of Corn, 
and ſhould threſh and grind it at once, 
could he eat it all at once? No,but a lit- 
tle and a little at a time: So the Field of 
the Promiſes 1s a large Field, when you 
come to Glory, all the Field will be 
bound up, and all the Promiſes will be 
accompliſhed, and.you will have your 
Souls in that glorious Paradice of per- 
fect Bleſſedneſs. But now the Lord is 

pleaſed to drop in one Promiſe at one 
time, and another at another. - The 
poor Woman of Canaan defired to be 
under Chriſt's Table to be fed with 


Crumbs. They that wait on Chriſt for 


Crumbs, ſhall not miſs of having their 
fill at laſt. A poor Soul in Chriſt gets 
at one time one. Promiſe, and at 
another time another, and {ſo is car- 
ried on till the Harveſt 1s white 5 5 
when you are ripe for Glory, therexw 
| bea perfedt accpmpliſhment of all*4 
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Promiſes 3 but in: the mean time. wn 4} 
muſt wait for thoſe great and. precious -.. Ee ny! 
Promiſes, 2 Pet. I, 4+ Hlereby are groen ” ee 
ts : 
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#o us exceeding great and precious promi- 
ſes, that by theſe you might be partakers 
of the Divine Nature: exceeding great 
and precious. Promiſes, but theſe 
Promiſes drop down as you have need; 
hereby are giver to us exceeding great and 
precious promiſes. great incomparable 
Grace, Love and Mercy are wrapt up 
in them, at- one time one, and ano- 
ther time another is. dropt into the 
Soul. The Sons and Daughters of S- 
0x that wait on God in a way of Duty, 
O the ſweet and precious Promiſes 
that they have given them ! As Ruth 
followed Boaz's Reapers, and gleaned 
after them all day, and then lay down 
at Boaz's Feet at night. To ſpiritna- 
lize this, Who was Rxth but a poor 
Gentile? ſhe was a Moabitih Woman. 
O how good it is to be waiting ! Ir is 
the Believers Duty to be waiting on 
the Word, and all the means of 
Grace, and what ſhould he do at 
night 2 Lie down at Chriſt's feet, leave . 
him not till you are married to him, 
nor then, till you are . brought home 
to Glory, while you enjoy him fully : 
So'I fay, wait on him gleaning 1m his 
Field, and you ſhall have feet Di- 
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vine Comfort and Conlvlation from 

him at laſt. | 

| Secondly, As for Promiſe, 1o for 

quickening your Herts by his Spirit, 

| when you cry with David, Pal; 119. 

25. Puicken me for my Soul cleaveth t6 

the Duſt. The Lord is pleaſed ſome- 

times to come in with quickening 

Grace to your.Sonls, that. you find 

your Heart quickened and revived like 

a dry Tree or Plant afcer Rain : So the 

Soul complains, I am like a barren 

Wilderneſs, I do.not find my Heart 

aſcend up to God, my Heart is even 

cleaving to the Duſt, but he defires. 

Qaickenings 5 £xicken thon we accore- 

ing to:thy word :z, 'thow haſt promiſed 

 quickening Grace, therefore I waitifor 

Quickenings': $0 a Soul faith, 'O' that 

I had Chriſt! Conld but my Soul taſte 

him! Could my Soul experience his 

Revivings! And in waiting have you 

not found his Quickenings , when 

you have confeſſed your Soul was free 
among the Dead ? E-; 242 

Again; Have you not foyfid? new 

{trength ro 'believe: in Chriftt2-'Yow 

have gone home''ſometimes; nd Wbid 

in your Hearts, 'T' will neves: [2 
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more, I will never give way to Unbe- 
lief more, I will never to my dying 
hour misbelieve the Promiſes of God, 
for his promiſes are ſure, and his mercies 
ever” fail. I could ſing with' the Pſal- 
miſt, Praiſe the Lord, for his Mercies 
endure for ever; praiſe the Lord, for 
his goodneſs Heuer. fails : And can 
witneſs what the Pſalmiſt faith, Pſal. 
138. 2,3. 1 will worſhip towards thy 
holy Temple, and;praiſe thy Name, for thy 
loving-kindneſs and for thy truth ; for 
thou haſt magnified thy word above. all thy 
Name in the day when I cried thou an- 
ſweredſt me, and ſtrengthenedſt me with 
ſtrength in my Soul. 1[n the day that 1 
cried, that I waited upon thee, imme- 
diagely I had new ſtrength from thee : 
When my Heart was faint, when my 
Soul was in a languiſhing condition, [ 
cried unto thee,and thou ſtrengthenigd(t 
me with ſtrength in my Soul.;: T had 
ſtrength to believe, I had ſtrength to 
wait, I had ſtrength to hope, and I 
had ſtrength to live upon Chriſt for 
all. Have you not experienced this, 
that you have come weak to an Ordi- 
nance, yet have found ſtrength , as 
one that hath drank new Wine? _ 
ore 
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fore the Lord is pleaſed to give you 


ſtrength, that you may go from Duty: 


to Duty, from Mercy to Mercy, from 
Peace to Peace. O you that wait on 
Chriſt in a way of dependence for new 
Revivings, and new Manifeſtations to 
your Souls, what Comfort will it be to 
you, tho you have bnt little ſtrength, 
to go from ſtrength to ſtrength ? The 
Lord hath promiſed it, P/al. 84. They 
ſhall go from ſtrength to ſtrength till they 
appear before God in Sion. This was 
ſpoken of the willing {ſrae/ztes 3 many 
tarried at home to worſhip Feroboam's 
Gods, they would not come to Jerw- 
ſalem, the Journey was too far, and the 
coſt and pains too much 3 they would 


rather ſerve the Calves that Feroboam - 
had ſet up: But the Godly [ſraelites - 


went to Jeruſalem; and what did the 
Lord do for them ? See verſi 5. Bleſſed 


is the man whoſe ſtrength is in thee, int 


whoſe heart are the ways of them 5 whole + 


Heart is found believing and waiting 
for Chriſt, whoſe Heart is united to 
Chriſt, and found waiting in 'his ap- 
pointments : What then ? | They «go 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, every one of 
them in 970z appeareth before God-z 
2k not 
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not one ſhall faint by the way ; every 
one ſhall appear before God in $70 
1f they have never ſo far to go, as ſure 
as if they had but a Mile to go : So it 
1s in this day of our Goſpel-worſhip, 
in our waiting on Chriſt in the means 3 
the Soul ſaith, I have many Duties on 
my Hand to perform, and I do not 
know how to do them ; but if your 
Soul defires to believe in Chrit, to live 
in Chriſt, to rowl upon Chriſt, to wait 
on him in his Ordinances, you ſhall go 
from ſtrength to ſtrength 3 you ſhall 
every one come to Glory, . thongh you 
go through the Vally of Bachaz tho you 
have dark places,and barren places,you 
ſhall have Wells of Salvation, and they 
ſhall refreſh your Souls. Chriſt will be 
dropping his Comforts and Grace, that 


you ſhall be filled with Comfort; you 


ſhall go from ſtrength to ſtrength, till 
you appear before God. | 

Again, As for your Strength ſo for 
your Victory and Conquelt over Cor- 
ruption : Have not you found in your 
waiting, that the Life of Chriſt hath 
been manifeſt in the. Death of your 
Corruptions, in your Conqueſt, that 
when you have cried out;'O wretched 
Man 
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Man or Woman! O how unfit to 
wait on Chriſt ! O how dark and dead 
am I! Yet have not you through the 
Grace of Chriſt, found the Life of 
Chriſt made manifeſt, that you have 
gone away conquering and Victorious ? 
— Though you do deſire to live upon 
Chriſt, yet you are not brim full of 
him at once, but do receive your Joy 
and Comfort from him drop by-drop, 
that you may live on Chriſt in the way 
of his Appointments. 
Thirdly, The third Reaſon is, that 
your Souls ſhall not be filled as you de- 
fire, but drop by drop, becauſe. we 
are not able to bear much of God's 
Glory at once, we ſhall be over-ſet 
with the Feaſt if it be too much, we 
are not able to drink much of this 
new Wine, it 1s a Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory; therefore the 
Saints are called to enter into the Joy; 
of their Lord, becauſe this Glory i 13 un-: 


ſpeakable, and cannot” enter into them,.,,* 


as good Mr. Whelch, when he was m 
Prayer and Communion with God, 
Hold Lord, faith he, it is enough. So the 
Spouſe complains of being fick of Love, 
not for an abſent Chriſt, bur for the 
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great Enjoyment, Cant. 2.4. He brought 
re into kis banqueting Honſe, and his 
Banner over me was Love. What then ? 
Stay me mith Flagons, comfort me with 
Apples, for I am feck. of Love. But in 
the 5th Chapter ſhe was ſick of Love . 
for an abſent Chriſt, for a: withdrawn 
Chriſt ; not abſent in Union, then ſhe 
could not be fick of Love, nor for 
Communion, but over-ſet with mani- 
feſtations, not -1in that manner as ſhe 
enjoyed when ſhe fat under his Sha- 
dow in the third Chapter, that ſhe 
taſted his Fruit to be ſweet, for then 
ſhe had it by degrees, but here in 
more abundant manner, werſc 3. As the 
Apple-tree amatrg the Trees of the Wood, 
fo is my Beloved among the Sons. 1 ſat 
ander. bis ſhadow with great delight, and 
kis Fruit was ſweet to my taſte. While 
the Fruit drops: from the -Tree, the 
Spouſe conld eat it, taſte it, reliſh 1t, 
and that with delight, and was not 
over-fet with it 3 but (he wants more 
Communion. He bronoht me anto his 
Banqueting- Houſe to the Love-Feaſt, 
there his Banner. over me was Love. 
Firſt, You ſee a Believer in a ſtate of 
Grace cannot move one Foot till Chriſt 
move 
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tmove him ; how much leſs cati a Sonl 
that 1s .1n a. ſtate of Sin move after 
Chriſt 2 Chriſt brings a Soul on from 
lefſer to. greater enjoyments , 'from 
leſſer to : greater maniteſtations 5- he 


. brought me into his' banqueting houſe, 


where it was ſweet to ſit, where I had 
ah Apple, a drop of his Love, a taſte 
of his Grace : But he brought me, 1 
could not pet thither of my felf; he 
brought me to his banqueting hoxſe 5 what 
Sauce to the Feaſt? Hzs Banner over we 
was Love: What would- have been 
the Banquet withont | the Banner of 
Love? Hzis Banner over ' me was Love. 
What then? I was made 1ſo.-much of, 
filled with ſach joy, ſuch comfort; fil- 
led with ſuch aflurance, filled with ſack _ 


delight, that ſhe wasfain'to cry out, 


Stay me with Flagons, comfort me with 
Apples > my narrow Veilel will not 
hold it, I muſt have new ſtrength. Stray 
me with Flagons, new Wine, that 1s, the 
thing containing for the thing contain- 
ed in it. ByFlagons is meant the Wine 
contained in the Flagons, as we ſpeak . 
in the Lord's Supper : We ſay this Cap 
is the New Teſtament Mm his. Blood, 
that is, the Wine in the Cop. So here, 

L 2: the 
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the Spouſe, Stay me with Flagons, 1 
have ſuch a Love Feaſt, I want Flagons 
of Wine to ſtrengthen me 3 yea, and 
let me have ſome of the Apples too, 
that. before dropt from the Tree, I am 
fick of Love. Do you not wiſh ſome- 
times, O that I were filled with Chriſt! 
O that I could praiſe him, love him, 
behold his Face, and enjoy him as 
they do above ! Could our poor weak 
' Veſſels bear this > No. When the 
Lord paſled by, Moſes was to lie in 
the Clefts of the Rock ; and Fohs: fell 
down before him ; therefore he gives 
drop by drop, that we might not have 
our Hearts over-ſet, but with an Ap- 
petite long for more of him: But for 
the fall manifeſtation of him , that is 
reſerved for you in Glory, where you 
will have ſtrength for Vifion,and where 
you will have ſupport for Fruition 3 
there you will have your fill of him, 
when he brings you to the Throne of 
his Glory. 

Fourthly,. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
pleaſed not to come down with thoſe 
fall Streams, and pour in as your 
Souls, may be, would defire, becauſe 


your Souls may have a real Impreſſion 
of 


li ib 
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of his Divine Grace and Love to your 
Souls When the Soul hath longed 
and waited for manifeſtations of his 
Favour , what deep Impreſſion does 
it make ? ThenO bleſs the Lord mySoul, 
and all that is within me bleſs . his holy 
Name, Plal.103. How was the Pfalmiſt 
taken with the loving kindneſs of.God? - 
Whet deep impreſſions does it maker 


on the Heart, when the Soul hath 


been in the miry Clay, and there hath 
been dead and cold, and the Lord 
hath quickened it ? 


Fifthly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
pleaſed to give down to your Souls. 
not fuch fall lowings as you may- de« 
fire (but yet you are not barragf tft 
nothing may be loſt of his -Divine 
Grace and Love; there is Milk for: 
Babes. What, would you have all 
ſtrong Men > What then ſhould we 
do with the Milk 2 there is Milk for 
Babes, and Meat for ſtrong Men ? The 
Apoſtle writes to Children, to young . 
Men, and to Fathers; there are Chil- 
dren that can ſcarce go- muſt be car-. 
ried in Arms, there. is: the Breaſt for 
them and then there/is: young Men, 

En SS that - 
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that is the Chriſtian, that can weather 
Temptation better than ſome others. 
Alas! ſhould we preach to weak Be- 
lievers as we do to ſtrong Believers, 
they would be diſcouraged, and think 
they had no: Grace: There are ſome 
that are able to weather Temptation, 
and to conquer Corruption, and to 
overcome the Enemies of their Souls, 
and bear the hidings of God's Face 
better than others ; : but then there are 
old Men, Fathers in Chriſt, and they 
have more experience in Trials, more 
experience in Comforts: David had 
experience, Hide not thy face from me, 
thon . haſt been my help hitherto, leave me 
zot,- neither forſake me, O God of my 
Selvation. Conſider there are three 
ſorts; if every one ſhould be a Father, 
every one young Men and ſtrong, then 
there would be no Children : You that 


cry you are: barren, have you no 


Grace, :becaufe. not ſo much as others, 
and as you defire? And though you 


zavenot ſuch Divine Maniteſtation as 


vehers, therefore is not Chriſt yours ? 


Have you inot2 your: longing - Deſires 


many times :hlled up abundantly ? 
There are {mall TR and larger = 
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ſels, the Lord Jeſus would have nothing 
loſt of his Divine Grace and Love z 
and Believers that ſerve him faithfully 
and ſincerely, yet have not ſuch ma- 
nifeſtations, ſuch full ſhowers as you 
deſire: Would you have ail Love, all 
aſlurance, all comfort ? and fo paſs 4 
long : But are not you conſcious that 
many of the Children of God are not 
ſo ? But they are longing, depending 


on Chriſt for Manifeſtations 3 and 


would not you have ſome drops of 
Comfort for them ? Yes, faith the Be- 
liever, then that would go befide you 
at that timez for while you have af- 
ſarance, you need not thoſe comforts 
and ſupports as poor doubting Souls 
want 3 but you are rather for praifing 
and bleſſing God : But yet we are in 
divers Frames , and the Soul -1s {till 
thirſting or wanting, and fees 1ts want 
of Grace ; that frame -of Grace fe]- 
dom meets with diſappointment in- the 
Word, but ſomething falls to their 
ſhare. If you had your Hearts full of 
Joy, and-had full aſlarance, you would 
rather be ſeeking a place to beprailing 
God,” than to be under fach- Ordt- 
nances, where we- are\ ${ponlingand 


giving comfort to deittring Souls. 
L 4 © As 
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As a Child at the Table, give it a bit 
and a bit, and the Child will be look- 
ing up in your Face 3 but if its Belly 
were filled at once, it would be ready 
to be gone 3 ſoif you were filled with 
Comfort and Joy, and ſo were not 
living zpon the Lord ' Jeſus Chriſt for 
the manifeſtations of his Grace, you 
might not have one Sentence in ſome 
Sermons belonging to you. But the 
longing Soul is {till longing and waiting, 
becauſe they are ſenſible they want 
more Grace, more of Chriſt, more of 
the pouring out of the Spirit. When 
we have a plenty of Rain we have not 
ſo many Veſlels empty 3; but when the 
Hills are dry, and -the Vallies want 
Rain, then the Veſlels are ſet forth, if 
but -a little Rain falls: So when you 
have thoſe fall ſtreams of Mercy you 
defire, there will not be ſuch running 
to ſet out your Veſlels; as when you 


verty! Then;the:zpoo! 
O let my Veildlhave 
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that my Heart' may not miſs any © 
that comfort, that joy that drops in 
the Word ! 


Sixthly, TheLord is pleaſed to give 
us by drops, and not in ſach full mea- 
ſare as is deſired, that they may be the 
more endeared to Jeſus Chriſt : It is 
the whole Work of a Believer, though 
he uſe means, yet to live on Chriſtz 
Adam?s Nature is too much in us, we 
think we have Stock enough, like the 
Prodigal, Give wwe my Portion and I 
will be gone ; ſo we think we have e- 
nough of our own: And 1f we have 
inlarged Hearts, inlarged Deſires, we 
are apt to reſt on Ordinances more 


than Chriſt : But when the Soul ſees * 


nothing, neither Ordinances nor Duties 
can help it, then it reſts on Chriſt, 
then it lives above all upon Chriſt ; 
though they uſe all means they may to 
enjoy Chriſt, they wopld- leave no 
ſtone unturn'd ( as the Spouſe). that 
they may meet with Chriſt, Cat. 3. 2: 
I will riſe now, and go about the City in 
the Streets, and in the broad ways will T 
ſeek him whom my Soul loveth : I ſonpht 
him but I found him not. The m"— 

uſed 
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uſed all means, ſecret Duty, publick 
Daty, all ways to meet with Chriſt, 
but ſhe could not prevail till Chriſt re- 
vealed himſelf to her. 

Seventhly, The Lord is pleaſed thus 
to give to us, that we may be more 
thankful for every ſhower of Grace. 

So much for the ſecond particular ; 
the Soul muſt needs live a growing 
Life that lives on Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt 
comes\down as Rain on the Soul; and 
although the Soul does not find thoſe 
manifeſtations that 1t deſires, yet the 
Lord intends nothing but good to- 
wards them. 

Thirdly, They that live this Life of 
Faith, that deſire Chriſt in all, and live 
on him in all, Jeſus Chrift will through 
his Grace make them live a fruitful 
Life, becauſe Chriſt is to them the glo- 
rious Sun of Righteouſneſs: As he is 
Rain from Heaven, ſo he 1s the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, that the Believer lives 
under the warming. Divine Beams of 
this Glorious Sun. For we to live is 
Chriſt ; to live under his Divine Beams 
of Grace, to have my Eye fixt on 
this glorious Sun of Righteouſnels,. to 
have my Aims and Ends, and my Eye 
lingly 
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ſingly fixt upon him 3 therefore the 
Believer that by Faith lives on him 
muſt needs live a fruitful Life, Mal.4.2. 
But unto you that fear ary Name ſhall the 
Sun of righteouſneſs ariſe with healing 

under his wines 5 and you ſhall go forth 
and grow UP 4s Calves of the Stall. On- 
to you that fear my Name. 

F irſt, You have the Perſons that 
enjoy this great Priviledge, thoſe that 
fear the Lord, to wit, Believers, diſtin- 
ouiſhed from all others. 

Secondly, The Author of this Glo. 
ry, the Lord Jefus Chriſt. 

Thirdly, The Mexcy they ſhall receive 
from him. 

He ſhall ariſe *with healing under hjs 
Wings upon ſuch as fear his Name. This 
general Mercy hath three glorious Ma- 
nifeſtations : 

Firſt, He riſes with healing under his 
Wings : Chriſt makes healthfal Souls, 
the Believer hath an healthful Soul. 

Secondly, Here 1s Liberty to the 
Soul,#hey ſhall go forth; one that knows 
not Chriſt is in Bondage 3 but #hey ſhall 
go forth. 

Thirdly, Here 1s their growth, they 
ſhalt grow #D 4s Calves «4 the Stall 3 them 
taat 
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that fear the Lord the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall riſe with healing under 
his Wings. Though the Behever ſome- 
times may have his doubting Fits, his 
Diipondency many times, yet the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs will not let him periſh 
for want of Healing 3 he will riſe with 
healing under his Wings. 
Firſt, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt heals 
the Souls of Believers with his Spirit, 
when he pours out his Spirit into their 
Souls; comfort ye, comfort ye my 
People, I will fend the Comforter to 
you. Toa poor doubting, drooping, 
deſponding Believer the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt riſes with healing under his 
Wings, he ſends him-a Divine Cordial 
from Heaven, he ſends a drop from 
his own Heart; the Spirit of God 
comes and heals the Soul. When the 
Diſciples wereunder Trouble, the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt 'is promiſed, [1 will ſend you 
the Comforter : Though it is a dark 
Day, though you think you ſhall ne- 
ver bear your Burden, yet I will ſend 
the Holy Ghoſt that, ſhall be a Com- 
' forter, that ſhall lead you in all Truth, 
that ſhall be better than my Preſence : 
So when the poor Spoulg her very 
| ' -Bowels 
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Bowels were turned within, her very 
Heart was broken : Þ opened to my Be- 
loved and he was gone 5 my Soul faint- 
ed, my Heart melted: What then ? 
Did he leave any thing behind him ? 
Yes: He left Myrrh upon the handle 
of the Lock 3 he did. not only leave 
a Lock and Key, he did not leave an 
Heart without Faith, nor an Heart 
without ſome Peace, nor an Hearr- 
without Joy, nor an Heart without 
Comfort. A Soul that is under the 
Law, when he hath done a Duty, is 
dead and hard ſtill; but the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt leaves Myrrh upon the 
handle of the: Lock; though he was 
gone and left her wounded, he keft her 
Balſam to heal her. - Whenever the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt leaves his People, he 
leaves Myrrh behind him, Ca#t.5.4. My 
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| Beloved put in his hand by the hole of 
the door, and my bowels were moved for 
- him. 11394 | 
Firſt, Chriſt heals with his'Spirit. 5 
. | Secondly, Chriſt heals with his Me- 
x1ts. wn? Ri he SSR 


| When a Believer is under Trouble 
and Fear, then this precious Blood of 
Chriſt comes freſh to them, and isap- 
plied 
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plied to them 5 #hey overcame by the 
blood of the Lamb. When a poor oul 
g0es mourning, wiſhing, longing, O 
that I knew that Chriſt were mine! 
Then Chriſt comes with his glorious 
Merit , with his precious. Blood he 
comes and heals the Soul, comes and 
applies that Blood, 7 whow we have 
redemption through his blood,the remiſſion 
of ſir, Ephel. 1. 7. 

Thicdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt heals 
the Soul with his Righteouſneſs. 

When a Soul finds it ſelf in a naked 
condition, (as it were) it cannot draw 
nigh to God, it cannot look up to 
God, it cannot ſpedk chearfully of 
God, nor thank God for the riches of 
Redemption, fearing Chriſt 1s none of 
theirs; then the Lord Jeſus Chriſt re- 
veals his Grace and Redemption ; and 
then the Soul faith, The Lord xy righ- 
teonſneſs ;, the Lord Jeſas Chriſt both 
all the Faculties of the Soul. 

Firſt, He heals the Underſtanding : 
Though the Believer hath true know- 
ledge of Chriſt, yet he may be in. the 
dark : when he ſtands behind the 
Wall, the Believer cannot fee. him. 


The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is pleaſed by his 
holy 
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holy Svirit to enlighten the Under- 


ſtanding, to ſee how glorions and 
beautiful this Sun of Righteouſneſs 
is: The Sun 1s the Glory of the 
World, ſo Chriſt,.is the Glory of the 
Soul. -As the. Sun 1s Specrulun Mun- 
di, fo Chriſt is Speculuns Anime 5; all 
the-Spiritual Light that the Soul en- 
joys comes in and:throngh Chriſt. P/ab. 
36.9. For with thee is the fountain of light, 
in thy light we ſhall ſee lightz fo that 
I fay this glortous Sun of Righteoul- 
neſs heals the Underſtanding he opens 
the blind Eyes, and leads the blind in 
a way they know not. 'The (glorious 
Goſpel is the Chariot that the Sun.of 
Righteouſneſs rides in, that brings -1m+ 
mortal- Lite to light through the Go- 
ſpel: Biit what would be the Goſpel 
without: the Sun of Righteanſnels;, 
2 Tim. 1.10. But js now made mauifeſt 
by the appearing - of our Savioar . Feſus 
Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed Death, and: hath 
brought life and ' immartality to light by 
the Goſpel. What would a/Gofpel be 
without a- Chriſt 2. It would be as a 
Box without a Pearl; it would be as 
a Glaſs without Quick-ſi]ver. | Nay, a 
poor Soul would have no Eyes _ 

Re tals 
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this Glaſs, were it not that Chriſt 
ſhines into the Soul : Before Chriſt 
comes every Soul is ſhut up as in a 
dark Dungeon, and can fee nothing : 
But when this glorious Sun doth ſhine 
with his glorious Beams on the Soul, 
how does the Soul ſee his Beauty and 
excellency ! Then it may be faid that 
the Light of the Lord is riſen upon 
them , 1/a. 60, 1. Ariſe, ſhine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
revealed. When a poor doubting Be- 
liever hath the revelation of this Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, when he ſhines on 
- the Soul! with the Divine Beams of his 
Grace, with the Divine Beams of his 
Love, with the Divine Beams of Com- 
fort, with Divine Beams of Peace, this 
Sun of Righteouſneſs 1s united unto a 
Believer: We cant have a dark World 
while- we have the Sun; onr Horizon 
cannot'be dark while we have the glo- 
rious Sun 1n it : ſo Chriſt 1s in the Be- 
liever the. hope of Glory, and they 
live in Chriſt, and Chriſt lives in them: 
But does he always ſhine alike in 
them? No: The Sun doth not always 
ſhine alike; thongh it is the ſame-one 
day as another, yet ſometimes the 

i= Clonds 
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Clonds keep it from us, but yet they 
are enlightned with it. "Take notice 
of this , . you can never be thriving 
Souls, while you are ignorant Souls : 
But a Believer, though he complains of 
Ignorance, hath ſuch Knowledge, that 
he can ſay, I deſire none but Chriſt, 
none in compariſon of Chriſt: The 
Soul can fay, I defire nothing but 
Chriſt; and if you ask. me, what I 
I would have, I would tell you Chriſt 
Above all. If you ask me, How came 
you to know this. glorious Lord > 
He ſhined on my Underſtanding 
in the glorious Glaſs of the Goſpel, 
changing my Soul into the ſame [- 
mage, 2 Cor.3.18. Put we all with open 
face, beholding as in a glaſs the glory of 
the Lord, are changed. into the ſame i= 
mage from glory to glory. When a Soul 
comes to ſee in the Glaſs of the Goſpel 
this glorious Lord, how glorious Chriſt 
1s, then the Soul cries out, O let me 
live in Chriſt ! Let me glorifie Chriſt! 
Surely now you are thriving Souls in 
the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſtz 1 mean, 
ſaving knowledge, ſanfified know- 
ledge, ſuch as the Sun of Righteonſ- 
neſs reveals when he rifes with healing 
M _. under 
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under his Wings. There are. ſome 
places that have not the Sun for. many 
Moriths, and  O how dark and un- 
comfortable are they then / How dark 
are Souls till Chriſt comes into them ! 
Whatever knowledg you have, though 
you could diſcourſe whole Bodies of 
Divinity, yet- you are dark and igno- 
rant call, Chriſt comes to enlighten and 
reach yott. The "weakeſt Believer is 
brought "to. this Frame to thirſt after 
ſrſts "Chriſt. and to defire him with 
is whole Soul : ; "moſt do not believe 
the Report Mmiſters give of him, 1/e. 
52.1. Who hath believed our report, and 
to whom hath the Arm of the Lord beers 
revealed 2 for he ſhall grow np as a tender 
plat, and as 4 root out of the. dry ground, 
he hath no form tor comlineſs, and. when 
we ſhall ſee bins, there is no beauty that 
we ſhould defrre him; many ce, fome- 
thing in good Dytiess they. would be 
doing ſomething for, their ; Salvation, 
and think to patch 1 up a Righteauſneſs 
thereby 3 but for to know Jeſs Chriſt 
ſo'as to live an him, they fee no de- 
firableneſs in him. How much-:did the 
Phariſees do? Yet. Jeſus Chriſt was re- 
Raped "yu them. We ſhall ſee his Glory 
as 
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as the Glory of the only begotten Son 
of God, full of Grace and Truth. O 
what a Chriſt full of Grace, and full of 
Truth, and full of Love, and full of 


_ Clory, did theſe Jews rejet ? The Sun 


of Righteouſneſs, though he was 
come, he had not riſen with his Glory 
upon them. Ah glorious Lord, that 
any ſhould be ſo blind, as not to ſee 
ſome Beauty 1n this plorious Chriſt !. 
And yet ſo blind is the moſt of the 
World, and many Profeſſors, , that 
though they have the glorious Light of 


| his Word, yet how dark are their 


Souls > We may fay as; the Prophet, 
When they ſee him there is no beauty that 
they ſee in him that they ſhould deſire hin. 


- Tell a carnal Heart of Chriſt, and 


Grace, and' Heaven, they go away, 
and have no deſire to him 3 but when 
Chriſt comes 1n his Word, and ſhines 
into the Soul, and riſes with healing 
under his Wings 3 O then, ſaith the 
Soul, let me have a Chriſt, let me live 
to Chriſt ! Before they ſaw-no Beauty _ 
in him that. they ſhoald defire Hutt; $- 
no Beauty, and yet altogether. beaiiti- 
ful. What is the moſt glorious ObjeR 
when a Man is blind > What is the glo- 
M 3 r10Us 
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r10us Sun to a Man that cannot fee ? 
So what is this glorious Chriſt, this 
lovely Chriſt, this precious Chriſt, to a 

oor blind Sinner? But for the Believer 
that hath Chriſt hisLite,he cries out for 
more Knowledge, more Grace, more 
Communication with / Chriſt : Chriſt 
doth 4aily ſhine more and more in a 
Believers Underſtanding, removing Ig- 
norance and Darkneſs. The pooreſt 
Believerin Knowledge cannot but give 
God praiſe for healing his Under- 
ſtanding 3 though I know we are ra- 
ther crying out for what we want, than 
giving thanks for what we have re- 
ceivd. The Lord Jeſus heals the groſs 
Ignorance of your Underſtanding, and 
heals it more and more : Though God 
1s pleaſed to give to every one accord- 
ing to their place and ſtation, yet eve- 
ry one (hall 'have a ſaving Knowledg. 

There is Milk for Babes, and Meat for 
ſtrong Men. 

Secondly, You ſhall proſper and 
thrive, becauſe the Sun of Righteoul- 
neſs, when he ariſes on your Souls, 
heals your AfﬀeCtions. Betore the Heart 
was as dead and as cold as a ſtone, no 
love for Chriſt 3 whatever you loved, 

| no 
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no love for this Lord of Glory : But 
now when this Sun of Righteouſneſs is 
riſen with healing under his Wings, he 
heals the AﬀeGtions of the Sori ; that 


now the Soul is let out in afteGtion to 


Jeſus Chriſt 3 now the Soul cries out, 
Flow lovely is thy dwelling-place,as David. 
did; and why is it ſo lovely, David? 
Becauſe there I enjoy God. So ſaith 
a Believer, How lovely are the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt ! Why Chriſtian, what 
makes them ſo lovely 2 Oh, ſaith the 
Chriſtian, I meet with a lovely Chriſt 
there. Saith the Spouſe, Tell thou me, 
O thou whom my Soul loveth, where thou 
feedeſt where thou makeſt thy Flock to reſt 
at noon ! Why, would you be there ?. 
I would be where the Flock is, becauſe 
Chriſt is there, Cazt.1.7. When the Soul 
feels the warm Divine Beams of the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs, then the Soul 


comes to ſee a Lovelineſs in Chriſt. 
Before you can love Chriſt, yon muſt 
ſee that Chriſt loved you firſt , he - 
firſt darts his Divine Love into yotir 
Souls. When Eljah caſt his Mantle ©-; 
ver Eliſha, faith Eliſha Let me, 1 pray. 
thee, kiſs my Father and Mother, and then, 


I will follow thee. Why 7 what have TI : 


M- g- -:*-;,. gone 


- . 
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done to thee 2 What haſt thou done ! 
Enough to draw me after thee. It 
was not any vertue in the Mantle, but 
2 Divine Power from Heaven that did 
draw his Heart after the Prophet. A- 
way he runs after him, and when he 
was taken from him, he cries out, My 
Father, my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael, 
and the Horſemen thereof. 

When the Divine Beams of the Love 
of Chriſt are caſt into the Soul, then 
the Soul cries out, For me to live 7s 
Chriſt, O that I may live to the 


| Lord! O thatT may die in the Lord! 


O that I may have upholdings, that I 
may have ſtrength in every Trial! 
Then I care not what I go through, 
that I may enjoy the Lord. Some- 
times a Believer comes with an Heart 
very cold, dead and narrow, and doth 
not Jeſus Chriſt ſend him away as a 
burning Lamp? When he riſes with 
healing under his Wings, what Divine 
Love does he draw forth in your Souls 


_ after him? The Spoule was ſo cold, 


ſhe could not ſo much as open to 
Chriſt 3 but. when Chriſt had left his 
Myrrh upon the handle of the Lock, 
ſhe runs after him, crying out, She was 


jk 
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fick, of Love. So ſometimes a Believer 
is in a very dead frame, a very cold 
frame, a very narrow frame 5 but the 
Lord Chriſt comes in the Ordinance 
with his Divine Beams, and the Sonl 
is warmed, and transformed into the 
very Image of the God of Love: As 


for Example, the Diſciples were walk- 


ing in a freezing condition, Chriſt was 


among them but a little while,and their 


Hearts were burning hot within themz 
Was it Chriſt's bodily Preſence only ? 


| No, no, that many Thouſands-enjoy- 


ed ; but he came to them with the 
healing Beams of his Divine Love tg 
their Souls ; .ke darted Divine Beams 
of his Grace into their Hearts: O then 
they talk after another. manner: With 
what fervency and delight did they 
diſcourſe of the Kingdom of Heaven , 
to what they did before * Sometimes 
when Believers meet together , how 
dead, and cold, and narrow are they ?- 
But when Chriſt ariſes with new healing. 
Beams of Divine Grace 1n their Hearts, 
how thriving is their Diſcourſe ? How: 
profitable 2 How warmly do they dit-: 
courſe of the Kingdonrof Gad 2: How: 


longing after it ? Lake 24.3 2. And they 


M 4 ſaid 
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ſaid one to another, Did not our Hearts _ 
burn within us, while he talked with us 
by the way, and while he opened to us the 
Scriptures 2 He might have talked of 
the Scriptures long enough, and open- 
ed the meaning 'of them, and no 
warmth come to their Heart, till he 
ſhined into their Souls. You that are 
united to this Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
you that live on him by Faith, you are 
under theſe thriving Beams, though 
you have not always the ſame manite- 
ſtation : But when theſe glorions Beams 
dart into your Souls, how lively are 
you in your walking, and 1D your talk- 
ing 2 Though you may have ſome 
froſty Nights, ſome cold Fits, yet while 
you are united to this Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs you ſhall have ſome warm 
Beams that ſhall make you thrive and 
grow. All means of Grace are like the 
Prophet's Staff, which will not bring 
the dead Child to Life until the Pro- 
phet comes. When the Prophet came 
and lay onthe Child, the Child was 
warm, and it breathed and ſtirred, 
_ and roſe up and walked. Poor doubt- 
ing Soul, is there Breath in rhee ? Doſt 
thou breath after Chriſt > Doft- thou 
O | delire 
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deſire no means, . mercies nor bleſſings 
but what thou mayeſt enjoy Chriſt in 


them? I ſay, Chriſt hath already 


breathed on yon,and his Divine Beams 
of Grace will cauſe .you to riſe. up 
and walk, I mean, to grow ſtronger 
and ſtronger 3 ſo that the Sun.of Righ- 
teouſneſs heals the Aﬀections. of many. 
A poor Soul cries,l cannot love Chriſt, 
it is impoſlible I ſhould ever love him. 
But if you deſire to love Chriſt with 
your whole Heart you love lim airea- 
dy. The Soul that, hath a. ſpark of 
Faith, that works by Love, ſhall be _ 
ſure to increaſe in Love : When Chriſt 
comes down, when he puts in his Fin- 
ger by the hole of the Door, ſaith the 
Soul; Draw me, I will run after thee 
his Love 1s better than Wine. Chriſt 
ſometimes gives you drops of Wine, 
ſometimes Flagons of Wine ; ſome- 
times but a Sip, and ſometimes full: 
Draughts. Draw we and Þ[ will run af- 
ter thee ;, as it ſhe had ſaid, Draw me; 
and I will commend thee to othexs: 
As MelanFhon ſaid when he was con-' 
verted, He thought that he could have 
converted all that.he converſed with 5 
but he found the old Serpent was too 
. > hard 
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hard for young MelanFhov. When the 
Soul comes to know this glorious ' 
Chriſt by Faith,*and to live upon him, 
the Soul thinks he could fo commend 
him, that he could make all about 
| him to love Chriſt. Draw we, Twill 
run after thee: Why, what is the mat- 
ter? Thy Love is better than Wine, verl: 
3. Becauſe of the ſavour of thy good Oynt- 
ments, thy Name is as Oyntments. poured 
forth, therefore do the Virgins love thee, 
verſ. 4. Draw me, we will run after thee. 
When the Lord Jeſus Chriſt witneſles 
to the Believer, by the Spirit, that he 
1s united to him, when he ſends forth 
Divine Beams from this Glorious Light, 
and Life, and Warmth, the Soul hath 
his Love drawn out abundantly. When 
Peter was freezing by the Fire in the 
High Prieſt's Hall,one look from Chriſt 
melts his Heart. Ah, my Friends, you 
may have the Fire of Ordinances kin- 
. dled, yet have an Heart as cold as a 
ſtone 3 but when Chriſt looks on you, 
then-does he melt your Souls into the 
very Image of Love, then he draws 
the Heart after him in Divine Acts of 
Love, - that what the Soul hath often 
thought of, now it comes more and 
| more 
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more to the Son], that Love is ſtronger 
than Death. When the Divine Beams 
of Divine Love are Yarted into the 
Soul, and the Soul comes to conſider, 

Firſt, What unconceivable Love the 
Love of Chriſt is: O, faith the Soul, 
Chriſt hath loved me with an uncon- 
ceivable, utſpeakable Love: So Paul 
faith , who loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me, Not 1 live, but Chriſt 
lives in me; the Soul 1s acquainted, 
this is an unſpeakable Love, Fohz 1. 2. 
Behold what manner of Love is this that 
we ſhould be called the Children of God ! 
O what unſpeakable Love is this, faith 
the Soul, that I ſhould be called a 
Child of God ! How comes it about? 
O the Wonders of this Love! O that 
I ſhould be called a Child of God ? 
What me, to be made like Chriſt 2 For 
God to be my Father in Chriſt 2 What 
manner of Love 'is this > How un- 
ſpeakable, how wonderful is this love? 

Secondly, When Chriſt comes to 
ſhine on the Soul, it comes tg ſee what 
diſtinguiſhing Love this is : Why me, 
O Lord ? Who gave himſelf for me #2 
Saith the Apoſtle, There. is:an applica- 
- tion of this Love. Why mie, Lord 2? 

| Why 
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Why not many thonſands choſen, and 1 
left out £ Why I choſen, and many 
thouſands left 2 O that Chriſt ſhould 
Jove me, redeem me, die for me! O 
my Soul, love thou the Lord, live 
to this Lord, let him be all 1n all, who 
loved me before the World was : That 
I am not among the Damned in Hell is 
a wonderful mercy : Bur that I ſhould _ 
be one of the Lords redeemed ones, 
that I ſhould be choſen out of the Kin- 
dred, and Tongues, and Nations of the 
Earth : O what Love is this ! The Ex- 
preſſiions and Impreſſions of Divine 
Love! A Believer would live with it 
all his days, and die with it, and go 
to Glory with it. Why me, Lord? 
Why haſt thou pardoned me, fanRified 
me? O that God ſhould give Chriſt 
for me! That Chriſt ſhould go through 
his Sorrows for me ! Through his 
bloody Sweat for me! That I ſhould 
have a part in Chriſt's precious Merits ! 
' What though Chriſt loved ſinners, if 
I am not the ſinner that Chriſt loves? 
But when the Beams of Divine Love 
are darted into the Soul,it cries,O that 
Chriſt hath loved me more than his 
own Life ! more than his own _ 
an 
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and love me. above others in the 
World ! O what diſtinguithing Love 
is this ! Then the Soul muſt needs have. 
an endeared Love to Chriſt. O that 
for me to hve may be Chriſt! O thatF 
may enjoy him in all my enjoyments / 
Thirdly, The Soul ſees the Love of 
Chriſt is undeſerved Love. *O wretchr 
_ that Iam, that ever Chriſt ſhonld love 
me ! It 1s an heightning our Love whert/ 
the Divine Beams of his Love ſhines 
on cur Souls, to reveal how unworthy 
we are of Chriſt's Love. This is that 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, and nothing 
more heightens our Love, . than that 
Chriſt loved us, when we were un- 
worthy of his Love, 1 T7. 1. 12, F3/ 
And I thank Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who 
hath enabled me, for that he counted me' 
faithful, putting me into the ED | 
who was before a Blaſphemer, and a Per- 
ſecutor , and injurious, 'but 1 obtained 
mercy. It is a glorious Beam of Divi- 
nity ſhines on the Soul, when the Soul 
comes to ſee its own Unworthineſs: 
Why me, Lord, ſo wretched and mi- 
ſerable a ſinner > What, Chriſt come 
from his Glorious Throne, from Hea- 
ven to Earth, to heal my Heart! To 
come 
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come here to die for me a wretched 
Soul ! O when the Sun of Righteoul- 
neſs riſes on the Soul to draw ont its 
| Love to Chriſt, then the Soul ſees its 
own unworthineſs; then a Soul loves 
Chrift really, when he ſees Chriſt loved 
him unworthy. How unworthy is my 
Soul of his Love ! This was PaxPs Cry, 
and ſo' it is every Believersz and the 
more- Chriſt ſhines on your Soul , the 
more do you fee your anworthineſs of 
his Love and Grace ; and the Soul cries 
out, Lord, haſt thou paſſed.by all my 
unworthineſs, crown'd me with Love, 
enriched me with Love, and ſhall I 
_ my fill of Love? O what Love is 
1s | 

Fourthly, The war finds it a Love 
that paſles, Eph. 3. 14. 4nd to know the 
love f Chriſt which "ſeek knowledge. 
Truly, ſaith the Soul, I cannot tell you 
wherefore Chriſt loves me, nor I can- 
- Not tell you the Depths of his Love 3 
but this I can tell, I ſhall ever ſhine 1n 

tae Ocean of his Love to all Eternity. 
The more they meditate, the more 
they conlider z the more they think of 
it, the more they wonder ; what:was 
trom Eternity 1n the Breaſt of God;that 
| was 
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was manifeſted 1n time in giving Chriſt. 
If you ask me to tell-you from whence 

it comes, it was from Eternity. 
Secondly, The Sun of Righteouf- 
neſs with his glorious Beams heals the 
affection, in giving the Soul an humble 
and contrite Heart. Many think when 
they are not ſhooting up they are not 
growing 3 but there may bea taking 
Root, though not a ſhooting up.z. the 
golden Mines are not ſeen .above' the 
Earth, they lie low : By the Influence 
of the Sun the Seed takes root in the. 
Earth , and ſprings up. Thus 1t 1s 
with the Sun of Righteonineſs,the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, in changing the Heart of 
a Believer z when he 1s increaſing in 
the inner Man, not ſkooting forth, not 
growing in the apppearance, . yet he 
takes Root, is growing in Humility. 
When once the Lord Jefas Chriſt 
comes with his Grace, and ſhines 1m- 
to the Sou], it humbles the Soul, and 
makes 1t low m its own Eyes, and then 
the Soul ſees its ſelf wanting in Grace, 
wanting in Love, . wanting 1n Enlarge- 
ments and Delights, but it grows hum- 
ble. When Chriſt appears the Saul ſees 
its own Deformity, the Soul thinks it 
= 1s 
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is decaying in Grace, when it 1s not 
acting thoſe: Graces, as we may fay, 
above ground. The Fruit-Trees do 
not: bear Fruit all the Year, yet are a- 
hve all the Year. So I ſay to the Be- 
-hever, it is the ſureſt way of Growth 
when they grow in Humility, When 
a Soul comes to fee Chriſt, the more 
he ſhines with the Divine Luſtre 
of his Grace and Righteouſneſs, the 
more the Soul 1s contrjte. Saith Paxl, 
When the Law came, ſin revived and 1 
died. Paul, was it the Law in the 
Letter that ſhewed you your fin ? 
{then why does it not teach thoſe 
poor Creatures that read it, and have 
it read to them ?) No, but it was the 
Power of Chriſt in the Law, the Spiric 
of the Law of Life in Chriſt that ſhi- 
ned into his Heart, and brought home 
the Law to him, to be a condemning 
Judge on the Bench, to give the Sen- 
tence of Death, that Chriſt might be 
there to be the Objett of Life and Sal- 
vation to his Soul. Saith he, y$7z revi- 
ved and I died. Perſons will ſtrain 
what they can to keep an even reck- 
oning with the: Law, by doing ſome 
. outward Duties. Such as the Lord Jeſs 
| | hath 
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hath not riſen upon, they are yet in 
Darkneſs, Children of the Night 5 
they walk at uncertainty, they know 
not whether they go. Alas / many a 
poor Soul thinketh he is as ſure to go 
to Heaven as he1s to die, when he 1s 
in the very Road to Hell; only ſome 
g0 in the broad trodden Path, open, 
profane, impudent ſinners 3 ſome ſteal 
thither behind the Hedg, they are go- 
ing to Hell, but in a cloſer walk, hid- 
den from others, and from many that 
are ſaid to be Children of the King- 
dom, that are Strangers 1n | 
Heart to an inward Re- Jr on. 
velation of Jeſas Chriſt. © 
But when Chriſt comes to the Soul, 
he comes to the inward part; then the. 
Soul is unhorſed of it ſelf, and laid 
low before the Lord. It was the Say- 
ing of an Holy Divine, We may ſoon- 
| er call twenty from Profaneneſs, than 
| one from his own Righteouſneſs : For 
| ſaith he, fin is a feveriſh Diſtemper ta 
| the Soul ; and when the Man hath 
ſinned, he knows he is out of order: 
But for a Man's own Righteoulſnefſs,it is 
{o born and bred with him, that he 
makes it his grand Idol; till Chriſt 
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appears to the Soul with Divine Beams 
of his Righteouſneſs and Grace; this 
lays a Soul low and humble before the 
Lord, and makes a poor Soul behold 
its own Ignorance. Saith the Soul, 
F am fooliſh, but Chriſt is my Wiſ- 
dom 3 I cannot manage my Salvation, 
nor I cannot chufe aright, but Chriſt 
is my Wiſdom to chufe for me. 

Thus a Soul 1s humbled under its 
own Ignorance 3 he beholds Chrift that 
glorious Sun that gives Light to ſee his 
Fathers Face, and to have all the glo- 
rious Wilt of God revealed to the 
Soul in him. The Sun is the Glory of 
the Heavens, but one Star difters from 
another Star m Glory, but there 1s 
none hke the Glory of the Sun. O 
the Lord hath put the Fxcellence of 
Glory on the Lord Jeſas! He is the 
erewyzope, the ſhining forth of his 
Fathers Glory. He ſpeaks here of 
Chrift as Incarnate : As the Glory of 
God did ſhine in the Face of Moſes, 
{o that the People conld not behold 
ſo now the Glory of the Lord ſhineth 
in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, -as the A- 
Poftle hath 'it, io that we cannot be- 
Hold it; 1t dazles our Eyes ſtedfaſtly to 
| | - be- 
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hold his Glory, as it doth to behold 
the Sun in its Glory. Here is the Glo- 
ry of his Grace, the Glory of his Wiſ- 
dom, of his Mercy, of his Power, and 
all in Chriſt; he is the Glory, as it 
were, of Divine Attribuites, they all 
ſhine forth in him, each with his pecu- 
liar Glory. The Temple, theGlory of 
the Lord filled it, fo that they could 
not ſtand to Miniſter before him ſome- 
times. So Brethren,now the Lord hath 
placed us 1n Jeſus Chriſt, he hath fil- 
led him with his Glory. Therefore ſaith 
the Prophet, The Glory of the Lord is 


ue on thee, la. 60. 3. that 


; Chriſt manifeſted to Mr. 2wor, | 
ak 
Secondly, The Soul ſees its ſelf un- 
righteous, therefore it is humbled -un- 
der its finfulneſs, till Chriſt is made its 
Righteouſneſs. 
Thirdly, The Soul ſees its ſelf cloath- 


_.ed with Rags 5 like a Man that works 


hard, yet cannot cloath himſelf with 
any thing but Rags. Saith a Sonl,,not- 
withſtanding all that I have done, I 
have not a Righteotſneſs to cloath me 
to ſtand with before God : But Obit 
1s Lon: Robe -of Righteouſneſs 3: there- 

N 2 fore 


Bo Chit a Chiiſtians Lite: 
fore when ihe Soul ts hnmbled, whett 
he does not grow in enlargentents, yet 
he grows humble under the fenſe of 
his own Unworthinefs, and of Chriſt's 
Excellency. Many Trees are planted 
in ſhady places, that grow up tall, tho 
they bear no Fruit. When a Soul 
knows not Chrift, there may be ſome 
external Duries performed,yet the Soul 
does not grow. When Trees are ſhort 
they bear thick. When a Soul grows 
m Humility, they bring forth much 
Fruit, though they hang down their 
Heads. When the Bunches of Grapes 
are heavy, then does the Vine hang 
down its Head : So when a Soul grows 
out of Love with its ſelf, and in love 
with Chriſt, then does the Soul he low 
before the Lord. When a Believer 
thinks there'is a ' decaying, it 1s not 
ſo 3 though it may be ſome Graces are 
not {ſo much in Exercife at one time as 
at another. But I do not underſtand 
how Grace can decay whilſt Chriſt 
Ives. The Trees are not green all tne 
year, yet you do not ſay they are 
dead, the Root is in the Earth and 
keeps alive. So a Believer groaning 
under a ſenſe of his unworthinefs, he is 
| theny 
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then beſt prepared to bring forth 
F.vit to God. The more we find our 
own unworthineſs, and the lefs we find 
the Promiſes to belong unto us, the 
more we muſt defire them, being afſu- 
red that this deſire doth greatly pleaſe 
God , who defireth and willeth- his 
Grace ſhould be earneſtly defired. 
Therefore when the glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs caſts forth its Divihe 
Beams, the Soul grows humble and 
lowly : There may be ſome dead- - 
neſs as to the exerciſe of Faith, ſome 
deadneſs as to the exerciſe of Love, 
ſome backwardneſs in heart unto Duty. 
Is the Soul now decaying? No, it is'a 
Winter Seaſon 3 and tho you do: nbt 
find Grace in preſent Exerciſe,yet your | 
Root is alive and will ſpring forth, 

Will Chrift let it «ie ? No, it is more 
to glorifie his Grace. Lazarzxs ſhall lie 
four days in the Grave, and then the 
Power of God will be more glorified 
in raiſing him up; and this we find 
moſt excellent in Peter : Did not-Pe- 
zer know Chriſt 2? Yesz but yet he munft- 
take a little better root 3 he muſt fee 
that not only his Righteouſneſs is in 
CR but his Life alſo. Petey: Was 2” 

- N 3 'brave 
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brave Man before he fell, 1 will. not 
forſake thee, though all men do, 1 will 
ſtand by thee ; if all Men forſake thee, 
I will ſtand alone. Many times when 
we are carried on {moothly and large- 
ly on Duty, we are apt to think our 
Mountain ſhall never be moved, as Da- 
vid did 5 but, faith he, Thou hidſt thy 
Face, and I was troubled. When the 
Sun is loweſt and furtheſt from us, then 
our Shadows are longeſt 5: but when 
it 1s ſhining over our Heads, and near- 
eſt us, then our Shadows are ſhorteſt ; 
then the Sun 1s to us moſt glorious : So 
It 1s, the leſs our knowledge of Chriſt 
is, the more do Men doat on their own 
Righteouſneſs : The Shadow of their 
own Righteouſneſs is longeſt when 
Chriſt and they are moſt Strangers 3 
but when Chriſt comes to dart into 
them his glorious Beams, then they 
{ce themſelves nothing. The Soul that 
hath a glorious Revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt comes to ſee himſelf all in Chriſt, 
and nothing in himſelf. Saith the A- 
polile, $52 died and I revived. Chriſt 
1s truly Omnipotent, and truly then 
T&1gns 1n our Souls, when we find our 
{clves ſo weak that we can ſcarce givea 
Groan 


Groan. Many, becauſe "they have 
not outward Marks or Signs in ating 
of Sandification, they will conclude 
they are not alivein Chriſt 3 but Faith, 
when Chrift ariſes with Glory on the 
Soul, beholds Chriſt what he 1s, in the 
Promiſes, and what he hath done for 
poor ſinners, and fo wraps it felf in 
Chriſt alone, in whom all the Promiſes 
are Nea and Amen for ever. Chrilt is 
that glorions Sun from whence a Be- 
liever hath all his Light, and that pres». 
cious Stock that a Believer receives ſap 
and nouriſhment from, to bring forth 
Fruit. A Believer may have a Winters 
ſeaſon, that he may not. exerciſe his 
Grace ; but I cannot underſtand that 
a Beitever can be faid to decay 1n 
Grace, being engrafted in Chriſt. 

Do you think Peter 1s in a worſe 
condition than before, or that he de- 
cays ? No, it is only Grace ſtopt- jn 
its exerciſe. Do you think Faith was 
in a decaying Frame ? (I know many 
conclude it was, but I cannot think it) 
Faith was only ſtopt in its exerciſe, his. 


Faith was in the hands of Chriſt ſafe. 


Sin is ſin, and will coſt the Saint dear 5 
but though ſin is evil in its ſelf, God 
_ N 4 brings 
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brings it about for good 3 and though 
there is a ſtop in the Exerciſe of Grace, 
the Root ſhall not wither, nor the 
Branch neither, but the ; Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs will ſhine on the Soul and re- 
vive it. What does poor Peter do? O 
how does he break forth into- ſorrow ? 
Luke 52.61. The Lord turned and looked 
_ vpor Peter, and Peter remembred the 
word of the Lord, how he had ſaid, Be- 
Fore the Cock, crow thou ſhalt deny me 
thrice 5 and Peter went out and wept bit- 
terly. Was Peter in a decaying Frame? 
The exerciſe of his Faith was ſtopt for 
a time, the Current of that Faith that 
works by Love, that ſhonld have been 
ſtronger than Death, that many Wa- 
ters. cannot quench that Love that 
ſhould have been in a Flame, it was for 
a while under the Aſhes,and the Flouds 
did as it were overflow it. But did 
Peter decay ? No, Peter's root was in 
the Ground, there came a glorious 
Beam from the Lord Jeſus that did re- 
vive Peter. Peter, the Devil will fift 
thee, and thy Comforts will have a 
failing time 3 thy own experience will 
fail thee of thy love to Chriſt, and con- 
fidence of thy Courage and. 'Boldnefs, 
h- There 
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There isno building on experience, we 
may take them for comfort, but it is 
Faith in Chriſt we muſt build on, be- 


cauſe experiences may fail us. Peter 


comes to a ſad experience of his own 
wretched Heart, his Love was as it 
were under Water 3 but, faith Chriſt, 
Peter, 1 have praged that thy Faith be 


20t loſt ; thy experience will fail for a 
time: When a Tree does not bear: . 


Fruit in the Summer, we ſay it fails; 
but in the Winter you cannot fay it 
fails, becauſe you cannot expect Fruit : 
So Chriſt told Peter, his Faith ſhould 
not fail ; therefore it did not decay, 
but there was a ſtop in its exerciſe; but 
his Faith being kept by Chriſt, prayed 
for by Chriſt, it did not fail. Indeed 
poor 8 Judas's decayed, Demas and 
Alexander's decayed,becauſe theirs was 
bat ſeeming, not real Crace. But 1s Pe- 
ter's decayed ? No: Helike the Flow- 
ers in Spring time, appeared. Chriſt 
looked upon Peter : The Sun of Righ- 
teouineſs, this glorious Lord, the Be- 
levers Life, when he ſees the Believer 
wants a Seaſon to bring forth Fruit, 
then he turns about the Divine Beams 
of his Grace toward the Soul 3 Jr 
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had taken Root , and now he ſhall 
bring forth Fruit. Peter remembred 
the Words of Jeſis, be remembred 
what Chriſt had ſaid, Lord, thou haſt 
told me what a deceitful heart I have. 
And what, does he boaſt 2 No, he falls. 
a weeping , he grows in Humility 
now he hath a look from Chriſt. O 
how many ſweet Looks go forth in 
thoſe Divine Beams on Peter's Soul ! 
Chriſt takes care of his own ; we have 
great Complaints trom a Believer, but 
Chriſt always when the Soul wants 
Fruit, comes with a Divine Beam, dart- 
ing into the Soul. Chriſt doth caſt 
many ſweet Looks on a ſinner, when 
he breaks his Hearrt for fin. 
Firſt, A Look of Love. Haſt thou 
dealt ſo with the Lord that loved thee? 
Ah Peter ! tho thou haſt denied me, 
'T- will not forſake thee. Oh Peter, 
though thou haſt ſwore and curſt, I 
know not the Man, yet I know thee, 
and will take notice of thee, and wall 
make known my ſelf to thee. O 
conlider what Love this was ! Chriſt 
looked with a firſt Love on Peter 5 we 
love him becauſe he firſt loved us. Ah 
Peter ! thou haſt made the Breach,but I 
will: come to make it up 3 thou haſt - 
| turned 


5 
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turned from-me, but I will follow thee 
with my Love, I will begin with thee : 
As Chriſt began our Life of Grace,ſo he 
begins all our Revivings. Take a Saint 
under an hard Heart, under Guilt, he 
- may fit under means, and it is his Du- 
ty ſo to do, bur no ſtirring till Chriſt 


' comes. When Peter was in his fin and 


rebellion, Chriſt looked on him with 
a firſt Love. | 
Secondly, Chriſt looks with a free 
Love. Peter, I will not wait till thon 
comelt to me with Legal Repentance, 
I will look on thee before thou con- 
icfleſt me. Chriſt begins firſt, he comes 
freely with his Love ; Peter had ſmote 
on his Heart, he had no preparation 
to come to Chriſt } Chriſt loves freely, 
Hoſea 14. when he heals Backſlidershe 
loves freely, Verſe 4. I will heal their 
back ſliding, 1 will love them freely, for _ 
my anger is turned away from them. Eve- | 
ry Act of Chriſt's Love to us: is free 
Love 3 there is not any moment of 
our time that we can bring any thing 
that 18 our own to Chriſt to love us. * 
Thirdly, Chriſt's Love was a very 
ſtrong Love, finners ſhall never break 
the Cords of it. Therefore have 1 drawn 
ES then 
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them with the cords of a man, with the 
bands of Love, Hol.11.4.O how ſtrong 
was Chriſt's Love to Peter! When a 
Soul laments that it cannot love Chriſt, 
then the oul 1s growing 1n the Grace 
of Love, Love then 1s ſtronger than 
| Death, and fo is Chriſt's Love to every 
one that he redeems, and ſo it was to 
Peter : The ſtrong love of Chriſt broke 
in upon him, and now he falls a weep- 
mg. Ah Peter / have I loved thee, and 
yet thou haſt forſaken me ; yet hereT_ 
am with a new look of Love, Love 
frronger than Death, that overcomes 
all our deadneſs and coldneſs; then 
the Heart breaks and melts; when 
Chriſt comes with his look of Grace, 

he will break the hardeſt Heart there. 
Fourthly, Chriſt's Love was a very 
feaſonableLove ; Ther was the time of 
love, when thou wert weltering in thy 
Blood, Ezek. 16. How feaſonably does 
the Sun ſhine on the. Flowers and 
Plants to revive and comfort them ! 
When the Soul complains, Corruption 
is ſtrong, Grace is weak 3 my Heart is 
' cold, Love dies, I find my Soul faint- 
ig, 1 fear I decay 3 Chriſt comes in 
ſeaſonably with a new Manifeſtation. 
_ of: 


oy jo wB | 


of his love to een! aid this breaks 
the very t. That which 1s ſpoke 


_ of the Sun in the Firmament, may be 
ſpoken of this glorious Sun of Righte- . 


ouſneſs; the Sun comes like a Bride- 

room out of his Chamber, ſo does the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt appear to his Bride : 
The Sun rejoyceth to run 1ts Race as a 
firong Man, and as a Bridegroom out 
of his Chamber does it appear: $o does 


Chriſt comes as a Bridegroom out of 


his Chamber, and as a ſtrong Man de- 
hghts to ran his Racez ſo does the 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt break forth into the 
Soul with his glorious Beams of Divine 
Grace. | 
Fitthly, Chriſt's love 1s a great love. 
How great is that love that can pardon 
{ſuch (ins, pardon ſuch ſinners, vifit the 
Saints under ſuch Frames of Heart ! 
This was the love of Chrift to Peter, 
he lookt on Peter (to break his Heaft) 
with a look of love. | 


Secondly, He looked with a look © | 


of Mercy. O Peter, I will pardon thee. 
Return to me,ſaith the Lord, I am married 
znto thee, Jer. 3. Ah Peter / | ary thines 


he looked upon Peter, it was Merey 


broke Peter's Heart. The Terrors: of 


the 
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the Law may make Men run diſtra&- 
ed, but their Hearts are hardned a- 
gainſt God. But when pardoning Grace 
comes, that breaks the Heart, melts 
the Heart. Peter wert out and wept bit- 
zerly; what, fhall I find mercy? ſhall I 
find favour? ſhall ſuch rich mercy be 
ſhewed in pardoning me! O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for his mercy endureth for 
ever, Pſal. 107. & Pſal.136. 

Thirdly, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
breaks in with a Divine Shine of San- 
Aification. If Chriſt is your Life, you 
ſhall never want Grace ; it is our Du- 
ty to be waiting for Grace, praying 
for Grace, but a Believer ſhall never 
want Grace 3 he gives Grace to him 
in a time of need ; if ever it wasa time 

| of need, this was a time of need with 
Peter. It is good you ſhould ſee your 
want, 1t is good you ſhould ſeek the 
Lord ; he gives the Grace of Repen- 
tance, the Grace of Humility 3 be 

gives the Grace of Godly Sorrow: 
How ſeaſonably 1s Grace given to a 

Soul that longs for it ! When there is 
no Water in their own Ciſterns, the 
Lord Jetus comes with new Springs. 
'of Grace to ſuch a Soul. A Behever 

never 
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never walks more comfortably than 


' when he walks humbly, then the Soul 


mourns before the Lord. Such Divme 
Beams of Love from Chriſt work: m 
the Soul true Contrition and Humilta- 
tion. Ah, faith the Soul, have I had 
ſo many wooings , ſo many offers of 
Grace, yet have kept Grace out of 
my Heart ? Conld I ſhut ont the re- 
membrance of him one moment 2? 
Hath his love been ſo ſoon forgotten ? 
He that wept for me, and bled for 
me, and died for me, have I kept him 
out of my Heart 2 The Spouſe tafted 


_ of this, but it was a' growing time, but 


her Soul was in great bitterneſsz Oh, 
faith ſhe, it was the voice of my Beloved, 
I knew him, yet I did not open to him, 
Cant. 5. 2. 1 ſleep but my heart waketh, 
ſaying, open to me my Siſter, my Love, my 
Dove, my Undefiled, for my Hand is fil- 
l:d with Dew, and my Locks with the 
drops of the night. Verſe. 3. I have put 
off my Coat, how ſhall I put it on 2 T have 


waſhed my feet, how ſhall I Aefile them 2 


Verſe 4. My Beloved put ir his Hand by 


the hole of the door, and my Bowels were 


2voved for bim. When 1 opened my 
Bowels , my Bowels. were movet kr 
-  —— 


192 Chit a Chiiſtians Life. 
think that I knew it was my Beloved, 
yet would not open to him. When a+ 
Soul comes to know Chriſt, it cries, O 
the many Offers I have had! O the 
many ſweet Wooings I have had ! O 
that ever I ſhould flight, and neglect, 
and refiſt as I have done! O thatT 
ſhould love ſo little, when he loves ſo 
much ! O how flight have I thought 
of him! How unkindly have I carried 
it, and how untenderly ! O now let 
Chriſt be all in all ! Now the Soul hath 
a weeping Eye ; Ilooking cannot but 
love, and loving cannot but mourn. 
O now I wonder how I could ſhut him 
out of my Admiration, of my Adora- 
tion, out of my Praiſes and Delights 
one Moment ! | 

Thus the loving-kindneſs of Chriſt 
Wes 9c Heart, when Chriſt is made 
.. our-Fife, and Chriſt ſends forth new 
glorious Beams of his Grace into the 
Soul, the Saint would not walk with a 
{lighting Thought of Chriſt, but would 
be always admiring and glorifying Di- 
vine Love. When a Soul comes to have 
a look from Chriſt, then there is the 


. +. weeping Eye. Whit doſt weep for, 


F > Soul? O, I weep for joy, yet mourn 


for 
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for ſorrow. O that I ſhould be fo un- 
kind, ſo ungratefal, as to ſlight and 
diſregard him!_O that ever Chriſt 
ſhould knock and knock again, love 
and love again | O Chriſt is my Life; 
had he not been my Life F had been 
dead and undone unto all Eternity.The 
Soul that before thought it ſelf ſome- 
thing, now ſends forth ſad Complaints; 
complaints of an iumbelieving Heart, 
that Chriſt hath been entertained” no 
more, believed no more, relied on no 
more ; now the Soul complains and 
cries out, O wretched ' Creature that 1 
am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of 
this death and ſin ? ; 

This is not a pining Unbelief z but 
Faith being raiſed up in an higher 
pitch, the Soul grows'in | Humility, 
that it hath been ſo misbelieving. If 
ever a Sonl comes to have the blef- 
ſed revelation of the excellency of 
Chriſt, the thing which” they lay” to _* 
Heart, is unbelief : Many think if they: 
can but keep touch with Duty, it 


well enough 3 but when Chriſt 6K. 

the Soul mourns that it has not believ- 
ed; the Soul comes to fee how worth- 
leſs? ts ſelf is, and how-precious Chriſt” 
| O 
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3.,, 0, faith, the Sou!, methinks, all of 
Chrilt is precious ! His Offers are pre- 
cious, his Promiſes are precious, his 
a Wage are precious. O-how unwor- 
am I of ſuch Grace ! 
hirdly; When this. Glorious Sun of 
Rook ſhines into the Heart of 
a._poor finner,the Will is ſubdued, they 
ſhal be a willing People in the day of 
my. Power : Man'hath a Will to ſet up 
ſomething of... his own , but now the 
Wall. 18 conquered. When the: Soul is 
ns ...-.., brought to this, to.havea. 
Mb pic in _ conſtant and earneſt de- 
 ffre to be reconciled ta 
God ;, to believe and. to 
repent, -if ih; 9 a touched beart, is in 
acceptetion with God, as Recanciliation; 
Feith, and Repentance it ſelf. Saith the 
Sou al, Let xy ncthing but Chriſt, 
whatever I have; without Chric it will 
do me no gogd.z;1et me.live. to Chriſt, 
let me. glonke Chriſt ; bleſſed and glo- 
TIPUs is ſuch. a. Lite : ; I would be ſwal- 
lowed. up in that Life, and ſo then the 
Will is bronght down. Lord, let me 
be any: #2149 fo that I may glorifie 
Chriſt 5 then the, Soul will trifle no, 
longer, Saith, the von. I am Iclolved: 
5 ro 
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to have a.Chriſt 3 he is offered, why 
may I not have him? God hath given 
him freely. Why not to me that am 
2 {inner ? the poor Soul preſently laies 
hold on him, preſently ſtretches out his 
hand of Faith to lay hold on him. 

Thus the Soul 1s growing, though 

not with thoſe Aﬀections as -it would 3 
yet theAfeCtions are healed in growing 
in Contrition by the Sun of Rigteoul- 
neſs ſhining on it. EE 

Secondly, A Sonl is healed. of. the 

Wounds and Guilt that-.is on  hum.. 
When a Sinner comes to have the Sun. 
of Righteouſneſs ſhine on his Soul, his. 
Guilt is healed, [/a. 53. The :Prophet. 
ſaith, by his Stripes we are healed - 
The Stripes. of Chriſt are our healing. 

Verſe 4; & 5. Surely. he hath born our 
Griefs, and carried our Sorrows 5 yet we. 
did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God; 

and afflicted. But he was wounded. for. 
our Tranſgre/ſrons, he'was bruiſed. far our 

Iniquities : the chaſtiſement of our peace: 

was upon him, and with bis ſiripes:iye 

are healed. There is no, thriving . in. 

Grace till the Wounds of the Sor ar 5 

healed 5 all our Wounds ape. inward 

Wounds 3 it 1s not an outward Prayer 

+ 'O 2 . will 
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will heal your Wounds, nor outward 
Faſting, nor outward Confeſſion 3 no, 
1t muſt be the ſtreams of the Blood of 
Chriſt running through the Veins of 
the Heart by Faith. The Soul never 
comes to have his Wounds healed, till 
Chriſt riſes with healing under his 
Wings: There 1s an inward Wound 
within the Soul, there 15 Guilt within 
that will fit as a Judge condemning 
the Soul. Now by his ſtripes we are 
healed, there muſt be an Union with 
Chriſt, the Sufferings of Chriſt to be 
made over to the Soul 3 Chriſt's Righ- 
-.. teouſneſsto be made asſarely the Soul's 
own, as if it had a perfe& Righteoul-- 
neſs of its own : Take away all iniquity, 
faith the Prophet, ſo will we render the 
Calves of onr Lips ; Take away all iniqui- © 
ty, while there is any Guilt on you, you 
are altogether guilty. Pſal. 143 2. En- 
ter not into Judgment with thy ſervant, 
for in thy ſight ſhall no man be juſtified. 
It you are called to anſwer for one 
Tranſgreſſion, you are undone; if you - 
are called to account for one, you lie 
under the condemnation of all ; but 
when Chriſt is become your Life, then 
all your Guilt is removed 3 no Juſtifi- 
cation 
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cation but by Chriſt alone. The — 
ſeaſes and Diſtempers of our Souls are 
our fins, the guilt of fin is a wound 
that is cut deep in the Soul: Now when 
a Soul is brought- under the. healing 
Wings of the Sun of Righteoufnefs, he 
heals this Wound, P/af 103. 3. Who ow 
giveth all thy iniquities, and bealeth all 
zby diſeaſes: Sin cut off a Creature from 
God, and fo maketh a Wound, which 


now 1s healed and made up: When 


they are pardoned , forgiveneſs and 
healing is all one with them in the Pro- 
phet Hoſea 14. 4. 1 will heal their back- 


ſtidings, I will love them freely ; the Ju- 


ſtification freely by his Grace, as the A- | 
poſtle calls it. Poor ſinner, thou that 
ever kneweſt what ſin was, what a 
Wound it was to thy. Soul, kneweſt 
that thy pardon was a healing i in thee3 
ſo then this ariſing 1s by his Spiritn his 
Word he conveyeth the Blood. of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the merit there of maketh it 
over to the poor Soul that believeth, 
to the doing away of all the Guilt that | 
lay on. the Soul ; it alſo taketh: away 
that Anguiſh and Trouble thattdhe 
apo the Soul : When {Mes a 
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way.,tho it may be, while ſearched and 
tented , there will be ſmart and fore, 
yet afterwardsit is taken away. Broken 
Bones arenothing to a broken Heart, 
nor the broken Fleſh any thing to a 
broken Bone, The Lord heals the broken 
Heart, he bindeth up their Wounds, Pal. 
141. 3. 1 have ſeen his ways, and I will 
heal him, ſaith the Lord. He ſpeaks to 
the conditions of a poor diſconſolare 
Soul under the ſenſe of God's Wrath, 
Iſa. 57.8,g9. He was wrath and ſmote 

im, yea, he did hide, and was wrath. 
Oh how this troubles a. poor Soul ! he 
cannot but have his Heart full of Dark- 
nefs, Terror and Trouble, that hath 
the face of God hidden from him. 
Well, faith the Lord, tho he did walk 
frowardly before me, gave me not my 
__ends in ſmiting him,yet IT will heal him; 


-- and wherein doth this healing conſiſt ? 


Alas! in reſtoring Joy and Comfort to 
him. The poor Soul was overwhelmed 
with Sorrow , his Heart was ready to 


- fink and fail within him ; and teſt it 


ſhould do fo, he will heal him : , Here 

the healmg.of bro- 
ken Bones and bri ken Hearth Lord 
Je Us was anoynted by the Father, for 
Pee 
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this very purpoſe, with the Oyl of Joy 
and :Gladneſs,above his Fellows,” that 
he might-ſpeak in due ſeaſon, that he 
might bind up the broken Spirits. The 
Lord Jeſus delighteth to do this Will 
and Work of his Father. O he loveth 
to be doing with broken Hearts ! And 
. O that we had Work for the Lord Je- 
ſus! This day he is among us now, to 
ſee if there be any Heart in this condi- . 
tion, that he may heal us, it 1s his de- 
light to doit. O how doth many a 
| poor Soul come under an Ordinance 
with an heartleſs Mind, cold and dead, - 
and his Heart doth burn within him, 
while the Lord by his Spirit hath Corn- 
- munion with him in thoſe Ordinances. 
What refreſhing doth ariſe to a poor 
weary Soul, when the Lord that crea- 
teth the Fruits. of the Lips, fpeaketh 
Peace to ſuch troubled and weary 
Souls ! He reviveth the Spirits which 
languiſh,” and are ready-to go out. 
As the poor Birds that in the Winter 
are hard put to it ; fome lie, you hard» + - 
ly know where, as if 'they were dead 
or. dying” 3 when- the Snug returneth, 
how doth it revive ie little Spitits 


p were dead before ! The Niglit 
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brings a heavineſs and burden, along 
with 1t to the Body, but in the morn- 
ing when the Sun ariſeth, how doth it 
enliven and enlighten! Oh fo it is in 
this caſe, mzny poor Souls can ſay 
by experience , when darkneſs hath 
been long on them, they have no light, 
no comfort, no refreſhment, no breath- 
ing of the Spirit to their Apprehenſi- 
ons 1n Ordinances on their Heart. O 
how have their Hands hanged down, 
and their Knees feeble and knock one 
againſt another for feebleneſs! And 
that which was within them 1n their 
own Apprehenfion ready to die ! But 
no ſooner hath the Lord Jeſus, the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, looked on 
Mr. Murccy, - them, but they have had 
|" their Ankle-bones ſtretch- 
ed, The Joy of the Lord is their ſtrength, 
-<:Neh. 8. 10. The: Saint indeed. fome- - 
times may have ſome Graces that may | 
Not be in exerciſe 3 but there are 0- 
ther Graces ſet on work, ſo that a Soul 
till- lives a fruitful Life, While you are 
-jgnorant of Chriſt, there 1s no going 
' forward whatever. ;z whatever Duties 
. we do, it 1s..all but an heap of Igno- 
.xance; Legal .Repentance is ſuch Sor- 
Tow as 15 1n Hell 3 but they that know 
7 | Chriſt 
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Chriſt, go forth of themſelves to Chriſt, 
for all. re | 

Firſt, The Soul goes forth from his 
own Righteouſneſs, aJl becomes as fil- 
thy, Rags, he goes forth from himſelf; 
you will never thrive while under the 
old Adam; no believing in Chriſt, no 
living on Chriſt, until the Soul goes 
out of himſelf; before ever you can 
ſee Chriſt glorious, you muſt go ont of 
your ſelves, Cart. 3. 11. Go forth, O ye 
Daughters of Z10n, and behold King So- 
lomon with the Crown wherewith his 
Mother crowned him in the day of bis 
Eſpouſals, and in the day of the gladneſs 
of his Heart. It is a glorious crowning 
when ' we are crowned with Chriſt's 
Crown ; but a withered Crown, when 
we are crowned with our own:Doings 
and Duties. The Phariſees never thri- 
ved under any thing they did, becauſe- 


they did not come forth of themſelves. _-.._. * 
Go forth from your fins, from-your* = 


ſelves, out of your ſelves to Chriſt for- 
your Life. A poor Man hath nothing. 
at home, and he” goes forth every day 
for: ſomething to-:live on : So a' poor: 
Believer cries, Lord, I have nothing. 
in my ſelf, I will. Jive upon Chriſt for- 
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all; it is not enough that I have made 


a Profeſſion, or can hear a Sermon, or 
have got good Books; but, faith the 
Soul that knows Chrift, I will hve eve- 
ry day on Chriſt for new experience, 
for new ſupplies every day for the ma- 
nifeſtation of his Grace, of - his Love, 
of his Peace : Tha Natural Man is 
bound up in himſelf, and is, fond of his 
Priſon. As the Prodigal, he was re- 
folved as long as he:could get Hasks, 
he would live on them, rather than go 
">to his Fathers Houſe for Bread. Many 
poor Creatures, while' they can _ but 
ſpeak to God in Daty,. {though they 
have many fears_) they will live on 
that, rather than go to Chriſt to be 
their Life... The Woman of Canaan was 
highly to be commended ; for when 
Chriſt told her, ſbe was « Dog, ſhe defi- 
red 4 Crymb., Why Woman, ſure you 
may fare better than. to live on 
Crumbs? What, have you nothing at 


- - home? Noa, ſhe muſtlive upon Chriſt, 


for he had not a' Crumb. of her own 
that. would feed her: Soul, Mat. x5.25, 
26, 2.7 '}$be came (and worſhiped himn, 
ſaying, Lord, belp me: But ho anſwered 
and ſaid, It is not wmeict to. takg the Chil: 


drens 
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drens Bread and to caſt it to Dogs : And 
ſhe ſaid, 1ruth Lord, yet the Pogs eat of 
the crumbs which fall from feir Maſter's 
Table. I ſhall never thrive ca}l I am un- 
der Chriſt's Table : A Crumb from 
Chriſt will ſatisfie me more than all my 
own. Loaves : I am ſure not a word 
drops from him, but it is Life 3 not 
any Look from him, but it is Lite; not 
any Communication from him, but it 1s 
Life. So a Sout that lives on Chriſt, 
he goes forth of himſelf. O pray how 
do you that have been fo long with- 
ont the knowledge of Chriſt, that live - 
upon. your own Duties ? A Believer 
will tell you he lives better, and fares 
better now he 1s Chriſt's Beggar,and hes 
under his Table for a Cruns: than he 
did when he lived on his own ſtock. 
There is Liberty in this Life, If the So 
dke you free, ye are free indeed : You 
are but Bond-ſlaves by Nature ; a Slave 
to the Devi), a Slave to the World, a 
Slave to your ſelves, in Bondage to the 
Law; and I believe many Profeſlors. 
m this day underſtand not thefe words, 


Tf" the' Son make you free, then are you _ 
Tree indeed. Many. will be, ready to 
tay, Make 'me free, I will, pray my 


way to Heaven, I will hear my way tu 
Heaven : Ay, but do what you will, 
while you are out of Chriſt you are 
in Bonds, it is only Chriſt can make 
you free, Joh 8.36. If the Sor make you 
free, ye ſhall be free indeed. The Servant 
abideth not in the houſe for ever, but the 
Sor: abideth ever, the Servant ſhall be caſt 
Forth. When you have done all, you 
ſhall be ſhut out of Heaven, if yon 
are not a Son. The Servant abideth 
not in the Houſe for ever, but the Son 
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abideth for ever. If you bring the beſt # 


of your Performances at ' the Great 
Day before the Lord, and hope to be 
accepted for your ſo doing; if you 
ſhould ſay, Lord, receive me into thy 
Kingdomnrof Glory, for I have prayed 
and faſted, and gave Alms, lived inof- 
fenſively to all, done hurt to none 5 
as ſure as you live now, the next word 
would be, I krow you not, depart from 
»1e : We muſt be fſanQified by the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, which is-of God 


- jnChriſt. O what a bleſled thing is it 


to, be found in him ! That was Paul's 
care and deſire, Phil. 3.9. And be found 
in him, not having mine own yighteouſ- 

neſs which is of the Lawyut that which is 
$50 9D | _ through 
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through the Faith of Chriſt the righteouſneſs 


which is of God by Faith, and be found. 


in him : Theſe words have an Emphaſis 
in them, Ad be found in him. O take 
heed every one of you that hear me 
this day, that you be found in Chriſt, 
ot having mine own righteouſneſs, ſaith 
the Apoſtle. What Paul? none of your 
Sufferings, none of your Prayers, none 
of your Duties? no, none of them 3 
theſe are good in their places, but I 

would have none of -them in point: of 
| Juſtification, but be found in Chriſt ; 
I defire the Righteouſneſs which is of 
God by Faith. 

I tell you Friends, you can never 
grow, till you come to. hve: this Life, 
till the Sun of Righteouſneſs riſes on 
your Souls, and you go forth gf: your 


ſelves, and live on Chriſt , and: then 


you grow ; why ? Becauſe then you 


are grafted into another Stock, Joby x, 


1,2. I am the true Vine, and my Father 
zs the Husbandman 5 every Branch in me 
that beareth not Fruit he taketh away 3 
4nd every Branch that beareth Fruit , he 
purgeth it, that it may bring Forth-more 
Fruit. You muſt be united and graft- 
ed into another Stock before--yourean 
. ——_ —— 


%. 
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bring forth Fruit. Tt may be 'fome 
will 1 fay; What, have I lived ſo long, 
and have not taken one {ſtep to-Hea- 
ven ? I tell you,until you know. Chriſt, 
you have not taken one ſtep Heaven- 
wargs 3 many Daties performed, and 
yet the Man be. where. he was. Can a 
blind Man ſee his way until his Eyes be 
opened ? Can adead Man walk till he 
Is raiſed from the Grave? Can a Man 
ſerve God , and pleaſe God , that is 
dead in fin, under fin > Dead God- 
wards, 'Heavenwards? Dead to the 
Lifei of /Grace > Bleſſed be God for 
every moral Man, and I wiſh we had 

more'of 'them in the World. Bur this 
is Salvation-work we are about, there 
is nothing below. the ſaving Knowledg 
of Chrift: will give-you entrance anto 

” Glory: Be under 'Ordinances. as long 


.as you will, not: one ſtep do you take | 


Heavenward till-'Chriſt comes-to be 
your Life, ther the Soul proſpers, then 
it hath liberty. Take a Soul that doth 
not know this Life:of Chriſt, the Soiul 
is Under burdens:: I will appeal 0 
your Conſciences, until you \came to. 
. know Chriſt, was there not a barden 
= Your Soul ? . If you ſhould; bave - 
TOs 
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prayed all your Life, you could not 
get the Burden removed: And canta 
Man thrive under a Burden, under 
Weights, under Preſſures? There is a 
Burden on: the Conſcience; the 
Papiſt , the poor Legaliſt.,, the poor 
Formaliſt, when they have: done all 
they can, come to.ſpeak with \them, 
the weight is {till left behind. . What 
if a Man lives'twenty.or thirty years in 
. Turky, be is ſtill 1n, Captivity, notwith- 
ſtanding all his toi]:and pains, M-.he be 
not redeemed by paying'a Ranſom for 
hirh.. There is:;great plenty of Means 
among Profeſlors, but ſtill there is a 
complaiging, I pray, and I hear, and I 
have - no comfort; ibut when -Chriſt 
comes: to riſe with healing under his + 
Wings, when a Soul beholds bis Iniqui- 
ties.laid-on Chriſt,never-to be.charged 
on-him-more,, then; he ſervesithe Lord 
. chearfully, walks ichearfully:with God 
mall,the Duties: of his Heavenly Call 
ing. While-a;Man bears his owmIni- 
quity, he..can-never walk chearkully 
never ferve- God: comfortably, . What» 
. ever a perſon, does while he/ lives: of, 
any thing below. Chriſt, -hexdives bur 
diſcomentedly. | What gives (ghe' Soil * 
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" reſt and ſatis faion muſt 


Mr. FlaweP's T rea- | 
tiſe of the Soul, p. be as durable as the Soul 


121, #s 5 for if we can poſſe- | 
bly find in this World a 
condition and ſtate of things moſt agree- 
able in all other reſpeFs to our deſires and 
wiſhes, yet if the Soul be conſcions to it 
ſelf that it ſhall and muſt over-live and 
leave them all behind it, it can' never 
reach true contentment in the greateſt afflu- 
lence and confluence of them. Man being 
an immortal, is therefore a proſpe@ing 
Creature , and can never be ſatisfied with © 
this, that its well with him at preſent, ex- 
cept he can be ſatisfied that it ſhall be ſo 
for ever. Do what you will, there is a 
diſcontentednefs,if'you have not Chriſt 
to take away the fin of your Duties. 
When the Meſlengers of Job came one 


"after another, what,will you never have 


done? 'He'mighr have ſaid , No, not 
while all 1s gon; *neither will the Law 
have done curſing you, nor Conſcience 
accuſing you, while'you are under the 
Guilt of ſin, there comes one Meſlen- 
ger. after another bringing the - bad 
News. Whatever you do while you 
are Stra®gers - to Chriſt, you have no- 


thing butill News: TheJuſtice-of God 
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meets you, the Law condemns you, 
the Devil takes all advantages againſt 
' you; becauſe you have not Chriſt to 
be your Righteouſneſs : But whatever 
a Chriſtian meets with of Croſles, Af- 
flictions, Reproaches, it he ſay, Comeſt 
thou peaceably ? the Anſwer will be, 1 
come peaceably, When Chriſt is become 
your Salvation, and hath taken away 
your Iniquity, there 1s. nothing comes 
to you but what comes peaceably. 
Where is Danze/? In the Lion's Den : 
What, among thoſe devouring Crea-. 
tures? But there 1s the Angel of the 
Lord with him to ſtop their Mouths. 
The three Children 1n the Fiery Fur- - 
nace; but there is the Lord JeſusChrift 
with them. Where is Moſes £ on Mount | 
Horeb; but there is the Angel in. the 
burning Buſh with him. Where are the- - 
Children of 1/rael in the Wilderneſs? 
In Afﬀicttion 3 but the Angel of his 
Preſence is with them, 1/a. 53.9. [n all 
their Afflitions he was affliFed, and the 
Angel of his Preſence ſaved them z, in 
bis love and in his pity be redeemed him, 
and he bare them, and carried them all 

the days of old. And where art tholy 


Son], that Chriſt is thy Life in Aﬀfliqis 
E "0 


& 
% Fo . * 
” Ol? : 
, . 
Pl $ . 6 
. 4 * 
Fd. % » 4 


210 Chifta Chiiſtians Life. 


ons? All is for good, allis in love: . 
There is not one Providence comes, 
but it 1s for thy good. How can you 
love God when you hve diſcontented- 
ly 2 How can you delight in God, 
while you fear God 1s angry with you ? 
While you think, tho I have been at 
Duty, I have not done enough : Here 
will be an Oppoſition againſt Duty ; 
a carnal Heart cannot hold out long; 
and what you do will be but with dil- 
content. What Profit have we, that 
we have faſted and prayed, and thou + 
regardeſt it not? Many Perſons look 
after large Expreſſions, and great En- 
largements 3 when they miſs of them, 
they are diſcontented ; as Jonah was, 
becauſe his Goord withered. Here 15a ' 
diſcontented Profeilor, as well as an 
humble Chriſtian : The humble Chri- 
ftian complains ; why 2 Becauſe he 
cannot believe more, nor love God 
more, nor ſerve God better : But the 
diſcontented Profeiior complains for 
want of Gifts and Enlargements. Shall 
xe bring thouſands of Rams, or ten 
thanked, of Rivers of Oyl,, or my 
firſt born for my Tranſgreſſions 3 the 
Fruit of my Body for the fin of my 
. _vouh 
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Soul, Micah 6. 7. What a proud abfurd 
Queſtion is this? A carnal Heart will 
do any thing, rather than come to 
Chriſt, and yet have no Contentment 
in what they do. Burt Soul, when 
Chriſt becomes thy Life, and the 
glorious Divine Beams of his Grace 
ſhine on your Soul, you will live a con- 
tented Life; all comes through Chriſt's 
hands 3 all your Bleſſings and Mercies 
are bought with the Blood of Chriſt, 
all your Duties ſan@ified by- Chrift : 

Surely this Soul muſt needs thrive. 

We ſay diſcontentedneſs make an un- 
thriving Perſon. Indeed it is tmpoſht- 
ble the:Sou! that 15 not united to Chriſt 
ſhould thrive, for he hath altogether 
Impoſſibilities before him : It 1s impoſ- 
fible for you to reach Heaven with 
your Duties, to get your ſins done a- 
way with all your Tears and Prayers, 

without you are waſh'd in the' Blood 
of Chriſt that cleanfeth from all Sm, 
t Jobs 1 7. If you can fulfil the Law, 

you ſhall live by the Works of -the 
Law, but it is an impoſſible thitig: If 
you can pray your way to Glory, your 
ſhall be faved 5 it is impoſſible;*Bur 
when a Man comes to Chriſt; he takes 
P 2: away 
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opens the Priſon Doors, lets the Soul 
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away all thelmpoſbibilities. To what pur- 
poſe were a Man commanded to bring 
in a Sum of Mony-of his own to ſave 
his Life,if he never had 1t,nor ever will 
have it to pay? Man fince the Fall hath 


'Not, nor never can have a Power of 


his own to obey God's Commands. 
Whatever God commands, Chriſt hath 
done it for the Believer; what ever 
Law commands, or Juſtice demands, it 
1s all done for you by Chriſt. Saith the 
Apoſtle, As for the Works of the Law, 
it you can do them, you ſhall live in 
them, Cal. 2. 6. Fer as many as are of the 
works of the Law, are under the Curſe 3 
for it 3s written, Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are 


written in the Book of the Law to do them. 


Gal. 3. 22. Byt the Scripture hath con- 
cluded all wider Sin, that the promiſe by 
Faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to 
them that believe. Verſe 23. But before 
Faith came we were kept under the Law, 
ſhut up unto the Faith which ſhould after- 
ward be revealed. But, faith he, we were 
all concluded under ſin, that the promiſe 


| by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to 


them that believe. - Chriſt comes and 


Our 
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out from Unbelief, lets the Soul ont 
from ' under the Curſe of the Law. 
How does Chriſt let the Soul from Pri- 
ſon ? Chriſt comes to the Heart, cauſeth © 

it to believe 3; the Sonl now believes © 
the Promiſes, takes hold of Chrift in 
the Promiſe; Chriſt comes to the Un- 
believer, to the Soul under the fear of 
God's Wrath and Curſe, aſliſting it » 
with a Divine Promiſe, working Faith 
in the Heart. As ſuppoſe a Soul is an- 
der the burden of his Sins, and ſhould 
ſay, I am fo great a Sinner,l fear Fſhall 
never obtain Mercy ; Chriſt comes 
with this Promiſe, 1: is a faithful Saying, 
and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chrift. 
Feſwe came into the World to ſave Sin- 
ers, of whom 1 am chief. The believing 
Sinner layeth hold on Chriſt in the 
Promiſes, and findeth Relief. The Soul 
hes burdened with the'ſenſe of God's 
Wrath for ſin, Chriſt comes in with 
that Promiſe, Come to me all ye that are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſs. 
Saith the Sonl, Is it ſo indeed 2 Whar, 
reſt in Chriſt for me? What,will Chrift 
give me reſt ? The Soul cloſes with 
the Promiſe, makes Chriſt his Life and 
Reſt to. live upon, -"As- ſuppeſing a 
© 34243 P 43. Man 
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Man ſhould be in a Crowd among 
Pikes, and Guns, and Halberts, among 
miſchievous Men ; he 1s afraid ohe 

- Will wound him, another kill him ; but 
comes a Friend of his, and a ſtrong 
Man, and carries him through all. So 
does Chriſt, when a poor Soul is under 
fear 1n himſelf he is afraid of every 
Frown, of every Trouble 3 Chriſt 
comes and carries him through all, 
from the Curſes of the Law, from the 
Wrath of God , from ſinking Fears, 
by applying: himſelt a ſuitable Reme- - 
dy, who died for their ſins, 'and roſe 
again for their Juſtification. Now the 
Soul goes out and 1s at Liberty. Unul 
you know this Lite, you are but poor 
Priſoners, Slaves and Servants, and: you 
do Daty but in Servitude,till you come 
_ :to know Chriſt. TheSoul that knows 
Chriſt ſhall grow-3 many do not grow, 
and they think it is for want of fuch a 
_.Grace, or:for want of Gifts.and En- 
- largements,. But here is the fault, It is 
m not living .upon Chriſt, and making 
him your Lite: "As you know. theFlow- 
ers and Roots that are in; the Earth 
peep tip their Heads in Spring, / as if 
they were rejoycing to ſee at RF So © 
oes$ 
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does a-Soul that hath been tugging 
under the Law, that hath not known 
Chriſt. When Chriſt comes to ſhine 
on the Soul, the Soul comes to look 
up and to breath in a new Air. Now 
Chriſt appears to his -Soul , he as it 
were hears a new Voice, Come away 
my Beloved.the Winter is paſt, the nging 
of Birds is come, Cant.2.10. My beloved 
ſpake, and ſaid unto me, riſe up my Love; 
mey fair one, and come away. Verl. 11. 
For Io the Winter 3s paſt, the Kain 3s aver 
and gone, Verſ. i2. The Flowers ap- 
pear, that 1s, when the glorious Spring 
comes the Sun ſhines warm and glort-': 
ouſly ; and what then.? The Spring is 
come, the Flowers appear on the 
Farth , the time of the ſinging of 
Birds 1s. come, and the voice of the 
Turtle is heard in our Land, the Fig- 
Tree putteth forth her green Figs. 
When the Soul comes to live by Fanth  Þ 
in Chriſt, and grow up in Chriſt, it... Þ 
puts forth green Leaves. They are © il 
all withered Duties that are performed +, _ 
out of Chriſt. Perſons may make a % 
great Diſcourſe of Religion , and. be 
divided into Parties, and they: will 
all pretend to own Chriſt; whereas if 
P 4 they 
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they are examined, they deny Chriſt. 

But the Sonls that do [ive on Chriſt, 

they do bring forth Fruit. What 1s 
the Law but the Winter to the Soul ? 
Ariſe, ſaith Chriſt, 2y Love, my fair one, 
and come away, for lo the Winter is paſt, 
the Rain is over. A Man you know 
can't travel in Rain, becauſe of the 
Floods. The Floods of God's Wrath 
aredryed up when you come to know 
Chriſt. The Rain is ſweet and plea-. 
fant when it comes down moderately ; 
| but when it comes down haſtily and 
in abundant manner. it cauſes Floods. 
Whatever a Soul does, until it knows 
God in Chriſt, there are Flouds of 
Wrath between God and them. But 
when a Soul comes to know Chriſt, all 
God's Dealings are like moderateRain. 

Riſe up my Love and come away, for 
lo the Winter 1spaſt, the. Rain 1s over; 
no Rain to hinder you from God, no 
Rain to keep you from the enjoyment 
of 'him: Mild all, your Mercies are as 
Rain 3 ay,and all your Aftictions too : 
Then you may. go through all Trials 
. *chearfully to Heaven ; you my meet 
God ſmiling on you in every Trouble . 
and Aﬀiction, After a great Rain, 
how 
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how doubtingly does a Man go on his 
Journey ? there are great Floods of 
Water 3 I cannot go on with comfort, 
I fear deep Gulfs in the way ; but when 
-the Flouds are dried up he goes for- 
ward comfortably. So does a Soul 
when he comes to Jive-on Chriſt, he 
goes forward with Joy. We may ſay to 
a Chriſtian, you have great Aflictions, 
and great Temptations 3 but it is 
all ſweet; there is no fear of God's 
Anger,Chriſt hath taken all that away, 
The more I pray, faith the Believer, 
the more I am encouraged to: pray, 
the more I do a& Faith, the ſtronger I 
find my Faith; but till you come to 
believe 1n this Chriſt, to make him 
your Life, you go on very feebly,- ve- 
ry.:doubtingly 3 and the Soul -many 
times cries out, I faint, I fear I ſhall 
not come to Glory when I have done 
all : And many under Convictions -go. 
back again , and -caſt off Religton. 
What 1s the matter ? - Truly, I fear 
ſhall not hold out, I ſhall not reach 
Heaven at laſt. But when you come 
to know Chriſt, ſaith the Soul, I know 
_ whatever I meet withT ſhall be brought; 
home ſafe to Glory. O then-what 
BEL miſerable - 
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miſerable DoCrin is that of falling 
from Grace ! As if Chriſt would bring 
Believers half way to Heaven,and then 
:- feave them. Hath this glorious Re- | 
deemer undertaken this for the: Be- 
Hever, and at laſt will he leave -him? 
No,no ; if you have made Chriſt your 
Life, you ſhall certainly be brought 
home ſafe to Glory. 
Seconldy, if it be fo that a Believer's 
Life is wrapt up in Chriſt's Life, then a- 
Believer lives a happy Life. 
E ſhall branch theſe forth into ſeve- - 
ral particulars, to ſhew wherein this ; 
Happineſs conſiſts. : 
Firſt, He that lives on Chrift lives ar} 4 
happy Life, becauſe 1 itis a ſuitable Life to. © 
an immortal Soul ; . while perſons live: 
upon any thing below Chrift, it 1s nq- 
thing but a little Duſt, a little Earth. 
What is Gold, or Silver, or Honour, 
or Life, or Liberty without Chriſt ? 
Such is the nature of the Soul, that it 
is not fitted to live upon groſs, material 
. and periſhing things, as the Body doth. 
.. Fhe Food of every Creature is agree- 
able to its Nature. One cannot ſabſift 
upon that which another doth, as'we 
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g What is food: to one, 1s none to ano- 
, ther.  -In the ſame place there 1s found 
n 2 Root which 1s fit for. Swine, a Stalk 
- which -is Food for Sheep, a Flower * 
= which feeds the Bee, and'a Seed on 
> which the Birds Live. The Sheep:can- 
r not live on the Root as the: Swine 
t doth, nor. the Bird on the Flower as 


the Bee doth; but .every.one feeds up- 
on thePlants, which are agreeable to 
4ts nature 3 'o. 'tis here, our Bodies be- 
0g. of an earthly. material nature, 
- WH -can live upon things earthly and mate- 
zrial, as moſt agreeable to him.chat 
reliſh and fuck ſweetneſs - anyaſetns 
things : But the Soul can. fmdcinoan 
therein ſuitable to its nature 3; ct 
-;and appetite, it .muſt. have a4 FLO 
ſpiritual Food, or periſh. 

Now to live Chriſt is the only ſuit- 
able Life to an immortal Soul. A 
precious Soul muſt have ſomething pre- 
-cious to livenponz there is nothing 
ican purchaſe the redemption of . the 
:Sout: No - one. can redeem” his: Bro- 
thers Soul,that is too precious; P/al:49. 

748. None of them can by any means re- 
bo bis Brother; nor give-to God 'a'van- 
Joan oy him 3 'for-the redemption of the 
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Soul is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever. 
Every thing 1s below this immortal 
Soul 3 none can redeem his Brothers 
.Soul ; no, not by his Riches, nor by his 
Prayers or Duties, without Chriſt be- 
come his Life. The redemption of the 
Soul is too precious to be bought by 
any Daties that can be donez Prayers, 
or Tears, or Faſting cannot buy a 
Soul; therefore it muſt be a precious 
Chriſt that muſt be the Life of the 
Soul; for he 1s ſuitable to an immortal 
Soul, as we ſpeak concerning our natu- 
ral Conſtitutions. When Health is 
wanted, we fay the perſon muſt have 
that which 1s ſuitable 3 if they give 
him Food, we tell him he wants Phy- 
fick 3 if he have Phyſick, we tell him 
he wants Air; if he have this, we tell 
him\he wants Contentment ; and ſo 
if they do not -hit of that which is 
fuitable, the Man is loſt: A Man may 
| be killed with Food as well as for want 
of itz and likewiſe with Phyfick as well 
as for want of it : So if. we do not 
hit of that which is ſuitable, it is the 
deſtruction of the Body. So-if we 'do 
: * not hit of that which 1s ſuitable to the 
-Sonl, it 1s the Death -of the” Soul. 
Ne | Wn Suppoſe- 
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Suppoſe a great many perſons endea- 
voured to make a Cure, but they mils 
of that which is ſuitable, then there 
can be no Cure wrought. The poor 
Papiſts think to ſave their Souls by tru- 
ſting to their own Merits, and their 
feigned Purgatory 3 but alas ! they miſs 
the mark. So ſome carnal Proteſtants, | 
they will do many things, and think _ 
to gain eternal Life. When they are 
convinced of fin, they will run to Du- 
ty 3 they do well ; butif they make 
= their Saviour, there they mils the 
ſuitable Good. Some they go to Re- 
formation, they do well; but that will 
not do, if reſted onz or to truſt to 
their own endeavours,or own purpoſes, 
they ſettle on a- falſe bottom, all miſs' 
the Mark of this glorious high Calling 
in Chriſt Jeſas. /t were therefore too bruit- 
iſh and unreaſonable,of a man that under- 
ſtood the nature of his own 
Soul, to chear it up with the 
ſtores of earthly Proviſions her ypaba me 
made for it, as he did, Luke 
I2. 20. I will fay to my Soul, Sonl,; 
thou haſt laid: up. Goods for . many 
years, eat, drink; and be merry. -A4- 
les ! the Soul can no more eat, drink;and 
4% : be 
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be merry with carnal things,than the Body 
with ſpiritual and immaterial things ; it 
cannot feed upon the Bread that periſheth, 
it can reliſh no more in the beſt and dain- 
tieſt fare of an earthly growth, than in the 
White of an Egg 3 but bring it to a re- 
conciled God in Chriſt, to the Covenant 
of Grace, and the ſweet promiſes of the 
Goſpel ; ſet before it the Joys, Comforts 
and Earneſts of the Spirit ; and if it be 
a ſanFified, renewed Soul, it can make 4,/ 
rich Feaſt upon theſe. Theſe make a Feaſt 
of fat things full of marrow, as is ex- 
preſſed, Ila. 25. 6. Spiritual things are 
proper for a ſpiritual and immaterial Soul. 
If a Phyſician gives a thouſand Medi- 
cines, and miſs of the right, the Man 
dies. Every Man walks in the Name 
of his God, but how many are igno- 
rant of Chriſt, who 1s the Life of the 
Soul ?2 Now notwithſtanding all Duties 
and Performances,, they want a prect- 
ous Chriſt for a precious Soul. At firſt 
Man lived on. his own Works, but when 
he ſmnned, the Sonl 'had an immortal. 
ſtroke, that can never be healed by 
. all his Works : It muſt be: Chrift that: 
muſt redeem his immortal Sonl.. When 
Adam'had finned, God ſaid, : T how oc 
s | ze, 
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die, that is, in dying thou ſhalt die a 
double Death ; while he lived, he lived 
a dying Life. To live Chriſt, it is a 
ſuitable Life 3 a precions Chriſt for a 
precious Soul is ſuitable. For 

Firſt, The Redemption of the Soul 
1s precious 3 they are not redeemed 
with corruplible. things, as Silver and 
Gold, but with the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, 1 Pex. 1.18, 19, & Eph. r. 7. Is 
whom we have redemption through his 
Blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins, according 
fo the riches of his Grace. Now this 
Redemption becomes not the Soul, 
till a Soul lives on Chriſt ; but this Re- 
demption 1s ſtitable to a Soul under 
the wrath of God, under fin, and un- 
der Guilt. | 

Secondly, Pardoning Grace is very 
precious : And it is in Chriſt alone 
that the Soul can be pardoned. Pardon 
1s a precious Jewel to animmortal Soul. 
It 1s only living by Chriſt, laying holdq 
on Chriſt, that this pardoning Grace is 
conveyed to the Soul. Bleſſed is the 
man whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiuen-hine, 
whoſe iniquity is covered. Bleſfed ' is the 
man to whone the Lord will. not impute 
fin, Roms. 32. P/al. 1, : NO 
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Soul 1s precions 1n 1ts being ; yet for 
want of a pardon 1s miſerable to all 
Eternity, becanſe of its precious Ex- 
cellency and Nature, that wants the 
higheſt perfection to live upon him 
alone ; and not having him to be their 
Life, their Death 1s more miſerable 
than any Creature ; becauſe other 
Creatures, when they die, there is an 
end of their Miſery. If a Man be con- 
demned to die, that is a MalefaQor, if 
under the ſenſe of his miſerable end, 
looks upon himſelf better never to 
have been born, better never to have 
lived on Earth, than to make ſuch 
an end. A Soul out of Chriſt is the 
molt miſerable Creature that can be; 
for the excellency of the immortal Soul 
is caſt down to the greateſt miſery, be- 
cauſe it wants that, which alone is the 
Soul's cure and happineſs. 

Thirdly, Chriſt 1s ſuitable to the 
Soul,- in that there is a righteouſneſs 
ſuitable -to cover the Soul. All the Gold 
and Silver, and Jewels in the World, 
will not be of any account to an im- 
mortal Soul, when it ſtands naked be- 
fore God. But Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
1a precions Garment, that —_— 
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the Soul that is naked in ſin. Buy of 
me white raiment, thou art poor miſera- 
ble and naked 3 but I counſel you to 
buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, that 
thou. mayeſt be rich 5 and white Rai- 
ment, that thou mayeſt be cloathed, 
and that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs 
may not appear. Here 1s a cloathing 
for the Soal, or elſe it will remain na- 
ked for ever, and have nothing to . 
keep off the Wrath of God. When 
| a Soul is convinced and awakened, 
/ and affeted* with the Love of Chriſt, 
when the Beams of hisDivine Love and 
Grace break into the Soul embracing 
Chriſt, what a quick ſight and ſenſe 
hath a Soul of Divine Comforts and 
Bleſſings? And on the other hand,what 
a.quick ſight and ſenſe hath a Soul of 
- the Wrath of God, that 1s awakened 
© under the ſenſe of its Guilt and Miſe- 
ry. Many have ſtifled their Convicti- 
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fo on, being ſwallowed up in Senfa- | 
ls ality, and are apt to forget the awake- .. 
d MM nings of Conſcience by reaſon of the | 
J, WM bardneſs'of their Hearts, and blindneſs _ 
1- of their Minds; but when God. comes - 
e- to awaken them thoroughly , that ye _ 
{s ſhall not fleep again, then'the Soul hath 
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a deep ſenſe of the Wrath of God. If 
we could have ſpoken with Judas be- 
fore he hanged himſelf, he would have 
told you , he had Hell begun here. 
If you could have ſpoke with Caiz, he 
would te!l you, he found the Terrors 
of Hell while here on Earth. Were we 
to ſpeak to deſpairing Souls yet out 
of Hell, they will tell you their Souls 
are naked to Divine Vengeance 3 apply 
to them what Comforts you will, there 
is nothing will do them good, without 
an Application of Chriſt to their Souls; 
and as they are awakened here, ſo they 
will feel ariother Day what they now 
fear, Pſal, 90. 11. What 1sſaitable to 
the Soul but Chriſt > Have not many 
gone with all their Gifts,and Parts, and 
Duties to Hell? What will ſerve this 
Immortal Soul but the Robes of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs? That alone will fave 
from the Wrath of God,and will alone 
bring the Soul in the favour and love 
of” God : Therefore to know and be- 
hold Chriſt, 1s the only ſuitable good 
for an Immortal Soul. We ſay, when 
we ſee a Man raiſed from ſickneſs or 
Death, by the uſe of means, How hap- 
Py it was he wasdirected to that means 
oo | Or 
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or Phyſician. Ah! but thrice happy, 
yea, a thouſand times happy, yea, e- 
verlaſtingly happy art thou, if thou art 
dire&ed to know Chriſt, for his is the 
only Righteouſneſs that can cloath ' 
you to ſtand in God's Preſence, and ' 
be ſaved from the Wrath to come. Then 
further, as there is in Chriſt's precious 
Pardon-and precious Righteouſneſs to - 
cover the Soul : So there is precious 
Peace ſuitable. When a Man hath'not 
Peace 'with God , he is a miſerable 
/ wretched Man. For a Man to be fol- 
S lowed up and down where-ever he. 
goes with the Wrath of a f1n-revenging 

God, that he cannot come to God 3 
| But whereever he goes he is afraid Di- f 
| vine Vengeance will ' ſeize him. What'a a © 
dreadful ſtare is it ! po 
Fiithly, To have Chriſt our Life is * 
ſuitable, becauſe Chrift lives for ever, 
and your Soul lives'for ever, and you 
muſt. have ſomething to uphold them: | 
for i ever. - All the” Saints' in Heaven,” 
{ though they hve for ever ; and' allthe” 
Angels, thotigh they live for ever, they © 
canhot help you,if your haye not The” _ 

for yours, If ene 'who'i No -< ; 
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will your immortal Souls fink! How hap- 
Y 1 it to be provided for an Immor- 
ral Life ! Thy 1 hroze, O Ged, 3s for ever 
and ever : I be Scepter of thy Kingdom is 
a right Scepter , Pſal. 45. 6. The Soul 
liveth for ever, and therefore a ſhort 
good tho never ſo full,zs not 

= -Srgs = commenſurate to it. There 
Virgins. muſt be certitudo xternz 
| fruitionis. There muſt 
be a never-dying Life, and that muſt 
be a Life wrapt up min Chriſt. Your Lite 
is hid with Chriſt in God ; ere long 
you will all go out of this World, and 
muſt appear before God ; and if you 
have not Chriſt for your Life, what 
will you do? What a Folly 1s it to 
make any thing your Hope below 
Chriſt ; be it Riches, or Honours, or 
Daties:? alas ! theſe will all fail you. 
\ Saith Johathe Baptiſt, I live a decreafing 
Life. He muſt increaſe , but I muſt 
decreaſe, John ,3. 20. but he 1s ye- 
\ ſterday and to day the fame for ever; 
but all other things will wither and 
die. Therefore how good 1s it to live 
in Chriſt ! Take a Soul naked out of 
the Body, and ſhew ir all the Riches, 
and. Honours, and Bleflings of the 
Ry World ; 
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World ; Alas ! they can do it nogood. 
Saith the .Man, my Soul that lives for - 
ever, that never dies. It 1s immortal 
Life that my Soul muſt be bound. up in; 
ſo that ſay, to Lve Chriſt 1s a ſuitable 
Life, in that it 1s ſuitable to a Soul that 
lives for ever. We ſee Perſons are 
careful that they may lay up ſomething 
to help them when they cannot work, 


 \and are careful to lay up ſomething for 


their Children; and alas! will you 
provide for a mortal Life, for a poar 
dying Body, and will you not provide 
for your immortal, ever-living, never- 
dying Souls? O lay hold on Chriſt 
now, that you may live for ever! E're 
long you muſt be gone from hence, and 
then no more praying, nor hearing. 


And you that reſt on Duties, e're long 


you can reſt no more on them; and 
you that are careleſs and formal in 
Duties, or negligent of them, e're long 
you will haveno more Opportunities : - 
And you that are careleſs of getting 
Chriſt,e're long you will have no more 
Offers of Chriſt. There are two ſorts 
of Fools I have minded, mentioned m 
the Holy Scriptures. Firſt, The Fool 
that laid up much on Earth, bur did 
Q 3 not. 
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not live to ſpend it. And the next, 
The Fool that laid up ſo little, and lhiv- 
ed beyond it. In Lyke 12. 29. we have 
an account of the Fool that laid up a 
great deal on Farth.z he thought he | 
had a long time to live; ſaith he, Sol, 
take thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up 
or many years. This was a Fool in- 
"deed, for he had not provided for, 
nor thought what would become of 
his Immortal Soul. Thou Fool, haſt 
thop, not thought of thy immortal 
Soul ? Of thy eternal ſtate ? Thou haſt 
laid up for thy. Body for a long time, | 
-but #his night ſhall thy Soul be required of 
"thee; thou ſhalt: live -no longer here. 
What, take thought for Barns, for 
Riches, 2nd no thought for an immor- 
tal Soul ! No thoughts of a Chriſt to 
faye thee to all Eternity 2 Many will 
take great thought about the things of 
"this World, byt no thought for a 
Chriſt, for their immortal Souls. Yau 
have enough laid up for many years as 
| You think, bur it may be nor for many 
moments. .If you have npt; a Chriſt 
you are not fafe for one moment, 
And what will you do if theLord lay 
to phos, ths vigh ſhall thy Saul :he requi- 


re 
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red of thee > O Fool,haſt thou not ſome- 
thing Jaid up for time to come, when 
thou haſt not an hour to live > Haſt 
thou had thoughts for the things of this 
Life, when thou haſt not ſpent one 
thought for the things of another Life? 
This mad Fool, he laid up Goods for 
longer than he had time to enjoy them. 
Conſidered for a great while to come, 
and yet laid not up any thing for his 
Immortal Soul, that was to live for 
ever, this night ſhall thy Soul be required 
of thee 3 thou ſhalt have no more time 
in this World,and haſt thou not laid up 
for Eternity 2 O Man or Woman,what 
a Fool art thou, that doſt not look af- 
ter Chriſt ! That doſt not ſeek in good * 
earneſt for thy immortal Soul to be 
happy to all Eternity! The ſecond 
Fools that are menrionied, are, They 
that out-lived their Eſtate, they had 
not enough to keep them, - I war- 
rant, you will ſay, they wanted care 
in this World ; and you ſhall hear ma- 
ny worldly Men fay, That will not,I 
do, 1 will take care to lay up fome- 
thing for a ſpending time; ' but it 1s not 
worldly Riches we are concerned a- 
bout, but higher tmatters, it is Spiritual 
Fe '*£ Vo things 
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not live to ſpend it. And the next, 
The Fool that laid up ſo little, and hiv- 
ed beyond it. In Lxke 12. 29. we have 
an account of the Fool that laid up a | 
great deal on Earth; he thought he | 
had a long time to live; ſaith he, Sol, 
take thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up 
for many years. This was a. Fool in- 
deed, for he had not provided for, 
nor thought what would become of 
his Immortal Soul. Thou Fool, haſt 
thon, not thought of thy immortal 
Soul ? Of thy eternal ſtate ? Thou haſt 
1aid up for thy. Body for ,a long time, 
but +bis night ſhall thy Soul be required of 
"thee; thou ſhalt- live -no longer here: 
What, take thought for Barns, for | 
"Riches, and no thought for an immor- 
tal Soul ! No thoughts of a Chriſt to 
fave thee to all Eternity > Many will 
take great thought about the. things of 
this World , byt no thought for a 
Chriſt, for their immortal Souls. Yau | 
haye enough laid up for many years as 
you think, but it may be nor for many | 
moments. .If you have npt; a Chriſt 
you are not ſafe for one moment. 
And what will you do if theLord lay 

to 2s, this right ſhall thy Sar be requi- 


re 
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red of thee 2 O Fool,haſt thou not ſome- 
thing laid up for time to come, when 
thou haſt not an hour to live ? Haſt 
thon had thoughts for the things of this 
Life, when thou haſt not ſpent one 
thought for the things of another Life? 
This mad Fool, he laid up Goods for 
longer than he had time to enjoy them. 
Conſidered for a great while to come, 
and yet laid not up any thing for his 
Immortal Soul, that was to live for 
ever, this zight ſhall thy Soul be required 
of thee 3 thou ſhalt have no more time 
in this World,and haſt thou not laid up 
for Eternity 2 O Man or Woman,what 
a Fool art thon, that doſt not look af- 
ter Chriſt ! That doſt not ſeek in good * 
earneſt for thy immortal Soul to be 
happy to all Eternity! The ſecond 
Fools that are menrioned, are, They 
that out-lived their Eſtate, they had 
not enough to keep them, - I war- 
rant, you will ſay, they wanted care 
in this World ; and you ſhall hear ma- 
ny worldly Men fay, That will not.I 
do, I will take care to lay up ſome- 
thing for a ſpending timez but it 15 not 
worldly Riches we are concerned a- 
bout, but higher matters, it is Spiritual 
I Q 4 things 
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things. The Fooliſh Virgins outlived 
their Eſtates, they ſarvived them, they 
had not enough to maintain them my 
meaning is, they wanted ſaving Grace, 
they took much pains in outward 
Truths, yet wanted Grace to carry 
them ſafe to Glory. . You may live on 
Duties and Performances, and the out- 
{ide of Religion ; and I tell you your 
Immortal Souls will ont-live your Du- 
ties, and be undone for not having a 
Chriſt. Your Souls will not our-live 
all external Duties and Ordinances,and 
if you have not lived on Chriſt, you are 
undone. The fooliſh Virgins thought 
they had done very well, and had 
got enough to keep them to all Ecerni- 
ty 3 they ſet out with the wiſe, and 
kept along with them 3 but here was 
the difference, the one had Chriſt in 
them, and the other was without him 5; 
the one had Chriſt in their Hearts, and 
the other had only the Notions of 
Chriſt in their Heads; the one lived 
on Chriſt in their Duties, and the. 0- 
ther lived on their Duties without 
"Chriſt ; the wiſe Virgins Lamps kept 
burning, becauſe they had Oyl of Grace, 
and Chriſt was in them, the hope of 
| Glory ; 
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Glory 3 but the fooliſh Virgins they 
wanted Oyl in their Lamps; yet what 


confidence bad they that their Condi- 


tion was good, which did appear by . 
their Coutidence to the very laſt, Mat. 
25-10. Afterward came alſo the other Vir- 
gins, and ſaid, Lord, Lord, open to us 5, 
{are we have ſome part in thee,fure we 
have ſome Treaſure here: No , faith 
Chriſt, yon have none at all, 1 know 


you not. They bgged Oyl of the wile, 


Go #s of your Ol, for our Lamps are 
gone out ; They out-lived all their Du- 
ties and Gifts, and were miſerably poor 
for want of Grace. My Friends, be 
you never ſo outwardly religious, if 
you have not Chriſt in yon; you will 
out live all your Duties and Righteouſ- 
neſs, Fravers and Tears, and all Du-- 


ties will be over 5 and if you have not 


Chriſt to be your Righteouſneſs, you 
will. be very poor at laſt: Noneſo 
poor as thoſe who lie down in the 
Grave without a. Chriſt. Give us of 


your Oyl, for our Lamps are gone out - 


We 'have no Oyl. What have' you 
been | doing all this: while ?- *Whart;- fo 
long a praying. People ? + So Jong 
Hearers? So longProfeſlors, and have 
T7 you 
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you not a Chriſt for your Souls? They 
thought they had Oyl enough in their 
Lamps, but were miſerably miſtaken. 
Many think certainly if they pray and 
hear, they ſhall go to Heaven ; if they 
come to the Lord's Supper, and are 
baptized, and have other Ordinances, 
they ſhall go to Heaven. Why 
Friends,the fooliſhVirgins were all this, 
yea, and more than-thisz for many 


| Perſons may have ſcandalous Lives 


outwardly, but theſe were called Vir- 


' gins; they walked ſo uprightly, none 


could charge them with Hypocriſie 3 
none could ſay,black was their Eye, till 
at laſt they ſlept when the others ſlum- 
bred. The fooliſh ſet their faces Heaven. 
ward, as well as the wiſe ; only the Hy- 
pocrites they have their Faces one way,and 
row another, as Water-men do. But what 
was. the difference ? The wiſe Virgins 
made Chriſt their Life, and the fooliſh 
lived upon their own Duties without 
Chriſt... Many think: themſelves very 
well,, becauſe-they do perform Daties, 
and- attend on Ordinances ,, and can 
diſcourſe /of Chriſt 2 'But do you know 
what it 1s to.'have Chriſt: your Life ? 
When the fooliſh Virgins found Chriſt 

Was 
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was come, they cried, Alas! we are 
undone 3-.we :have lived -on ouriown 
ſtock, and we:want a Lite beyond ' all 
that we have.lvved : And the fooliſh ſaidl 
to the wiſe, give us of your Oyl : 'Have 
you no Oyl ito [ſpare us? No, none: 
AY the Angels an Heaven, nor Saints in_ 
Heaven cannot help a poor finner, that 
hath not made Chriſt his Life. He that 
hath moſt of :Chrift cannot part with 
any of Chrift z | he that hath moſt 
Grace cannot part' with any when he 
comes-to de." O;' faith the gracelefs 
Soul 'when he comes to. die, give me 
of: your Oyl, have 'not you fome' to 
ſpare? The : ungodly Husband will 
wiſh bimſelt in! the condition' of ' the 
Gadly Wite, the Ungodly Parent' of 
their GodlyChild,theUngodly Children 
m.the condition of the godly Parent. 
It the ungodly Child ſhould cry to the 
Godly. Parent,” Oh for ſome of your 


Grace! Oh ſpare me ſome of your 


Grace |: The' Anſwer will be, No. no, 
we have little \ enough for our ſelves; 


. would we had 'more Grace, pray go 


and buy for your ſelves : But alas'!/*tis 


too -late, we trifled/ with Chriſt 'and 
with Grace'; b coutd go home ' after I 


heard 
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heard a Sermon and be content, and 
thought it was well enough, though [ 
never minded it any more: I was told, 
if I had not Chriſt I was undone : It 
was preach'd to me.if I had not Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, I ſhould be found na- 
ked ; but I did not mind 1t, nor re- 
eard it 3 but now it 15 too late. I in- 
deed performed ſome Duties, becaufe 
I was afraid of Hell, and becauſe Con- 
ſcience would not let me alone. I kept 
to hearing and praying, but to make 
Chriſt my Life, that'I was ignorant of. 
Whatever was preach'd to me of him, 
to make him my Life 3: whatever was 
preach'd to me of him to make ſure of 
him for my own, I thought I could 
ſpare him well enough, I thought I 
could live on my own Duties. Alas! 
you may be full of Duties,and yet have 
an Heart empty of Chriſt: You may 
keep a Sabbath outwardly, and yet 
have no enjoyment of God inwardly ; 


you may perform Duty, but it you 


have not Chriſt your Life, you will ſur- 
vive all you have, you will live to 
ſpend all. | 
AnHypocrite may go very far,hisPro- 
feſhon may carry him very. far,and = 
| a 
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fall ſhortat laſt. God doth not plack 
away the Vizard at firſt , bur letteth 
them proceed. The fooliſh Virgins 
took their Lamps, and went boldly out 
to meet Chriſt along with the Wile. 
More then will be perſwaded too, 
that will hardly now ſtir a Foot for 
Chriſt z they continued ſo, until the 
Bridegroom tarried ſo long beyond 
their expectation, that they fell aſleep. 

What a dreadful thing 1s it for Pro- 


I fcſlors to have nothing but what they 


may live to ſpend, and be undone 
when they come to die? -Your Immor- 
tal Souls will ſurvive all your Prayers, 
and all your Sabbaths; and if Chriſt is 
not your Life, you are undone for _. 
ever. This was the caſe of thoſe 
foooliſh Virgins: The Fool in the 
Goſpel provides for many years to 
come , and lives but a ſhort time. 
And the other, they pretended to get 
ſomething tor their Souls, and lived to 
ſpend all. You may be undone for 
living on your Profeſſion, as well as 


| thoſe who are Enemies to it. Many . 


will ſay,. they have not time to look 
after the things of another World 3, no 
time to nund Chriſt, nor [ſeriouſly to . 
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think of their latter' end: Alas! it 1s 
not being on your Knees in a morning, 
and remember (the: Lord no 'more all 
the Day; then to go hurrying or in the 
World, never minding Chriſt nor your 
precious Souls. On the other ' hand, 
there are fooliſh Profeſſors, that make 
their own Duties their Righteouſneſs, 
and-\ ſor think- they have' no need of 
Chriſt. The one laies up more for himſelf 
than he hves to-ſpend. The other is ſo 
fooliſh, he lays up fo little, (not having 
Chriſt _) that he ſpetids all, and ſo is 
miſerable 3 but lter- us have. a care-we 
are- not thoſe Fools. You that are 
Profeſlors, have a care you do not-die 
poor, that you do not live upot your 
Duties, and not -get *Chriſt 'for your 
Souls to live upon. The fooliſh ſaid 
to/ the -wiſe, Grve ns of your Oy! : But 
the wiſe anſwered-and' ſaid, Not 0, 
leſt there be not enough for: ns and' you ; 
bitt go rather to themthat/ſell, and buy for 


your ſelves. Ah! how fain would e- 


very one of you ' have *a' Chriſt when 
you come to'die{ How fain would” e- 
very-one of -you have Grace © when 
you' come to die! ' Yon will 'go home, 
it may'be, this day,' and *a f&ew''days 

more, 
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more, and ſet quietly - at your Tables 


g without Chriſt 3 but when you come 
A to die, you will cry out,. O that I had 
1 a Chriſt! It 1s hard venturing your 
E Immortal Souls on this Line of time, 
r thinking it will reach out longer 3 and 
L you do not know how ſoon this thred 
e of your Life may be cut aſunder 5 


and when you come to-die, and are 
ff without Chriſt, you will wiſh, Othat 
if WW had cloſed with Chriſt when I was per- 


( ſwaded to do it. You are always rea- 
g dy that know Chriſt, but never ready, 
1s whatever you do, without Chriſty, if / 
'E you have performed ten thouſand - 
re Duties, and keep a thouſand: Faſts, 
1e without Chriſt, you are undone. Ard 
ur when they came, the. door was: ſhut 5 the 


aur Door of the Kingdom , the -Door of 
td Grace, the Door of: Mercy, the Door 
ut of Happineſs, of Comfort. What,the 
ſo, Door ſhut ? What, the Door of Heaven 
45 ſhut againſt me! O. where 

for ſhall I go? What ſhall I 7h perſonsrhar |. 


E- do ? Iam ſhutout ; with. pda 2-2 
en out the Kingdom, with- Grace, they-will 
e- out God, without Chriſt, #194 when jr i 

: . . roo late for. ens. -, 
en in everlaſting - Burnings. 


trance into glory. 


ne, Afterwards came alſo the : 
other 
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other Virgins, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open 
to as. Thus ready wyll they be to call 
Chriſt Lord, that never took him to be 
their tusband. Lord, Lord, open to us, 
we are come, we are come, we knock 
now. O how earneſtly do they knock | 
now ! You that coldly defire Chriſt 
now, that indiffcremly ſeek after 
Chriſt now, you will at laft knock and 
call earneſtly when it is too late. 

There are three dreadful Outcries 
in this World, but there will be three 
dreadfuller Cries which a Perſon that 
dies without Chriſt will ſend forth in 
the other World. 

The. firſt dreadful Cry in this World 
is, a Malefactor that .1s ſenſible of his 
Miſery when he is condemned. What 
an Outcry, when it is ſaid, Thou maſt 
die? O how dothhe cry out for mercy ! 

The ſecond dreadful Outcry is; 
When a Ship ſuffers Shipwrack, and 
the Mariners or Paſſengers are finking 
into the Sea, then what a dreadful 
Outcry is there with them, that before 
were curſing and ſwearing ! 

The third dreadful Outcry is, When 
Soldiers or Rebels befiege a. City, and 
put Men's, Women and Children ww: 
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the Sword; but a Perſon that lives 


and dies without Chriſt, there are 
three dreadfuller Cries. 


Firſt, A Soul that 1s awakened depart- 
ing this Life, takes a view of his miſe- 
rable ſtate 1in the other World, when - 
Conſcience drags him beioreGod's Tri- 
bunal, and there is condemned by the 
Law of God ; the Soul cries out, Lord, 
muſt I be ſhut up-under thy eternal 
Wrath for ever? There he ſees the 
Judge condemning him, the Law con- 
demning him, Conſcience condemning 
him 3 he can look no way but he 1s a- 
mazed 5 above him a ſin-revenging 
God, below him everlaſting Flames, O 
what a dreadful Outcry will a con- 
demned Soul make ! You may know 
by theſe fooliſh Virgins, Lord, Lord, o- 
per to us, what a dreadful Outcry will 
there be for a condemned ſinner to ap- 
pear before a {in-revenging: God. You 
are all condemned in Adam and if you 
have not a Chriſt you will be condem- 
ned to all Eternity z when the laſt 


Moment comes, what an , Outcry 


will there be, Lord, Lord, muſt I 
to Hell for ever ! Muſt I be damned 
| _ R TD Bon | 
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for ever! Yea, Soul, for thou haſt no 
part nor portion im Chriſt. | 
Secondly, As Seatnen or Mariners 
when they ſuffer Shipwrack, and are 
ſinking, make a dreadful Cry 3 ſo a Soul | 
that's out of the Body, that hath not ſþ 
Chriſt 3 all your Duties, and Profeſli. | 
on, and Comforts , all your Righte- 
ouſneſs,and your Souls ſinking together. þ 
O what a dreadful Cry will there be! 
my hope is periſhed, my Righteoul- 
neſs is periſhed, my Duties abhorred, 
Wo 1s me, I am undone for ever ! 
Thirdly, What a dreadful Outcry 
is there, when a City 1s beſieged and 
plundered , and all the Men, Wo-| 
men and Children put to Fire andþ 
Sword ! So when Chriſtleſs Per 
ſons muſt appear before God's Trt 
bunal, the Sword of Divine Ju: 
ſtice meets the Soul. The Ange 
that ſtood at the Gate of Paradic: 
had a flaming Sword in his Hand 3 the 
Juſtice of God, that flaming Sword 
will - meet you at Heaven Gate : Soul, 
no entrance here, you muſt for eve 
le in the Priſon of Hell, till you 
Debts are paid; you have no Suret}, 
you have no Chriſt, yon have no _ ; 
: Tae 
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then you muſt for ever depart into e- 
verlaſting Burnings, now too late, 
when Juſtice hath took hold of them 3; 
Legions of Devils halling them down 
to the bottomleſs Pit : They cry,Lord, 
Lord, open to us , when their Lamps 
are gone out. Now Lord we ſee our 
Sparks dying before they reach Hea- 
ven. 'O pardon this our Hypocriſie! 
And O giwe of thy Oyl ! Thou art 
the Olive-tree, pour out thy Oyl into 
our Veſſels. Had they. with the wiſe 
Virgins Oyl in their Lamps, ſaving 
Grace 1n their Hearts, they had been 
ready, and entred with Chriſt : No, 
but they would not come to Chriſt ; 
and fee now the Gate was ſhnt upon 
them 3 now they cry, Lord open to 
us 3 they would not come to him for 
a Wedding Garment, but they would 
be beholden to him to let them enter 
into the Feaſt without one ; 

tho Heaven would have jj. 1c 
held them but a little | 
while, if they had centred in that con- 

dition. h 7 
Next, This Life is a ſuitable Life, be- 
cauſe it is a glorious Life. Alas ! you 
ive a miſerable Life till .you :know 
R 3 . CR 
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Chriſt : A Profeſſor without Chriſt is 
_ a poor empty Perſon. You read of a 
new Heaven and a new Earth, where- 
in dwells Righteouſnels. 
| What was the Earth? A dark Chaos 
before the glorious Sun, that glorious 
Light, came. What 1s a poor Soul 
in this poor Houſe of Clay , till 
you. come to know Jeſus Chriſt, till 
you come to live Chriſt 2 We have a 
dark Chaos, but when you come to 
live Chriſt, this 1s a new Heaven 1n the 
Soul, and a new Earth ; every part of 
the Soul , every Member of the Body 
1s put into a new Frame. O faith 
the Soul, let me not aC& but for Chriſt, 
let me not walk but with Chriſt , 
let me not be employed but for Chriſt, Þ 
let me not live but to Chriſt; it may be | 
you will give us the hearing of a Ser- 
mon on the Lords Day, but what 
Mould are: you caſt in all the Week ? 
Alas! what Folly and Madnels 1s it for 
to be ſeeking, looking, waiting and 
- watching for what 1s not, for what 
will not do you good? Our Eye 1s 
fixed, our Thoughts are fixed , our 
: Hands are employed , but -1s it for 
Chriſt? Can you ſay you deſire no- 
Þy T1: | thing 


Fi euingy 
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thing in compariſon of Chriſt > Or are 
your Thoughts ſwallowed up in the” 
World ? Where you have had one for 
Chriſt, it may be you have had many. 
thouſands for the World. . To be a 
Profeſlor, and not live on Chriſt, it is 
as if a dead Man ſhould be drefs'd 
with the Cloaths of a living Man, and 
ſhould have Meat diſh'd out and ſet 
before him tq eat, who yet remains 


| Dead, and the Meat untaſted. 


Perſons may make external Profeſſi- 
on, and have Ordinances adminiſtred 
to them , but it you do not know 
Chriſt, and live Chriſt .,..'what-Profit 
will you have in all?. - What is the 
Chafi to the Wheat? Moſt of the Ser- 


'& mons you hear you may have the Noti- 
q ons of Religion;butit Chriſt isnot made 


maniteſt to your Souls, yon have but 
the Shell without the Kernel, the Chaff 
without the Wheat. He that knows 
Chriſt, he that lives Chriſt., is above 
that Soul, let him live never ſo noble/a 
Life, that knows not Chriſt. Therefore 
the Prophet faith, That a wiſe Child 3s 


better than an old and fooliſh King,Ecclel. 


4. 13. 
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- A wiſe Chriſtian ( though he ts ne- 
ver ſo little in Grace and Knowledge ) 
that knows Chriſt, is better than the 
greateſt Perſon in knowledg that doth 
not know Chriſt : Better ts the pooreſt, 
loweſt Chriſtian , than the greateſt 
Noble in the Land that doth not know 
Chriſt. $4 
- Now I ſhall ſhew in fome particulars 
the Glory of this Life. To live Chriſt 
firſt. If ,you come to hve Chriſt, it 
is 2a glorious Life, for there 1s the be- 
ginning of Glory : Whatever you do, 
you never come to have Glory begun, 
till you come to live on Chriſt by 
Faith, Phil. 1.6, He that hath begun 
the good Work in you, will perform| 
it until the day of Jeſas Chriſt 3 hef 

' that juſtifies, he glorifies. We are 
called to eternal Glory by Jeſus. Chriſt, 

1 Pet. 5.10, If we have. not Chriſt 
ours; eternal Life will never be ours, 
Col.1.27. Chriſt in you the hope of Glo- 
ry. All the Pearls of a Chriſtians 
Crown of . Glory are the purchaſe 
of Chriſt's. Blood. As ſoon as a 
Soul begins to know Chriſt, he begins 
an Heaven on Earth. Let Earth and 
Hell do what they will, Glory is be- 

| gull, 
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guns. the World, and Dev], and: Tem- 
ptations, may toſs you.,- bur they are 
come too late to deſtroy you , there is 
immortal Life andGlory-begun The im- 
mortal Seed is owed inthe Sort; Grace 
in the Soul 1s Glory. the: Believer : 
Chriſt dwelling in the Soul, is the be- 
ginning of Glory 3 you never come to 
know the Lite of Glory, till you know 
Chriſt 3 and when you come to live-on 
Chriſt, you are in the way to Glory, 
and ſhall as ſure come there, as the 
Saints and Angels now 1n Glory. . This 
is the comfort and ſtay of a Reliever, 
when he comes to know Chriſt, he is 
certainly linked to eternal Glory. ..:.. 

Secondly,To live Chriſt is a glorious 
Life 3 fox you are changed from Glory 
to Glory into the ſame Image; for 
there is a glorious. Union between 
Chriſt and a Believer ;there is the na- 
tural Faculties, there 1s the ſame ratio- 
nal Soul: But the Soul hath new Qua- 
lities,being changed by Chriſt dwelling 
in the Soul ; they are changed in their 
Lnderſtandings, their Aﬀections , their 
Wills. -It. may be compared to Iron 
put into the Fire; while Iron remains 


red hot, and the Fire is in it, if you. 
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beat the Iron to pieces, you cannot ſe- 


 Parate it from the Firez knock but the 


leaſt piece of Jron,.Fire is 1n every 
piece, yet uh EIrofy is not the, Fire, 
nor the Fire theo yet theIron is in 
the likeneſs of Fire?” So the Soul 1s not 
ſo changed into'the Image of Chriſt, 
as not to retain its own natural Fa- 
culties,but by reaſon of Chriſt dwelling 
in it, is changed in its Qualities from 
Evil to good So there 1s the Glory 
of Chriſt appearing in all the Actions 


- of a Chriſtian, tho' they have many In- 


firmities, yet all that they principally 
deſign, is the Glory of God. When Fire 
1s in the Iron, you cannot ſeparate tt 3 
you cannot ſay, that Iron is without 
Fire, nor Fire without Iron : So in this 
Life you may ſee a Saint hath' many 
Imperfecions,but yet Chriſt js in him, 
ſwaying his Heart and Life, with the 
Scepter of his Righteouſneſs : Though 
there are the ſame. Faculties, yet the 
Qualities are all made new : So though. 
there 1s corruption in Prayer; -and 
weakneſs in Faith, and weakneſs in 
Love; yet there is true Love. and true 
Faith & Repentance;,there is ſomething 

| ſeen 
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ſeen of Chriſt 1n all his 


Infirmities, in every Fa- 
culty of the Soul. What 
a glorious change to De 
changed into the Image 
of Chriſt! The Beams 
of the Sun have ſeveral 
effets, ſome things it withers, ſome 
things it revives. The Goſpel of Chriſt 
and the goodneſs of God, that melt 
the Heart of a Saint, hardens the Heart 
of an impenitent Sinner 5 but the 


2 Cor.6. 18. We are 
changed from Glory 
to Glory, am nvets 
TveUuaTCr, by the 
Lord, the Spirit, or 
the Spirit of the 
Lord. Dr. Owen on 
the Spirit. 


Soul that hath Union with Chriſt, that 


Chriſt 1s his Life, the Love of Chriſt 
conforms the Soul to Chriſt. There 1s 
the meekneſs of Chriſt, though not in 
PerfeCtion there is the Love of Chriſt, 
the Humility of Chriſt, though not in 


perfeCtion, the ſelf-denyal of Chriſt 5 


there is the Patience of Chriſt, though 
not in perfection, but through .Chriſt 
you are pardoned. The Soul that 1s 
changed into the Glory of Chriſt, hath 
natural corruption, natural backward- 
neſs ; but Chriſt being their perfe& 
Head and ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs, they 
are pure and lovely: in God's Eye. 
Jeſus Chriſt, God Man, hath all the glo- 
rious Idea's of God's - Image and Grace 


ſhining 
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ſhining in him, as in a Glaſs, he refleFs 
the ſame in and by the Glaſs of the Goſpel 
zn the Hearts of Believers, who by Faith 
contemplating, are by the efficacious work- 
ing of the Spirit of Grace transformed 
into the ſame glorious Image, even from 
Glory to Glory, from one degree of glori- 
ons Grace unto another. Thus the belieu- 
ing Soul by Faith contemplating the Wiſ- 
dom , Meekneſs , Patience , Kindneſs , 
Juſtice, &c. of God ſhining in Chriſt, is 
by the effeFual concurrence of the Spirit 
of Chriſt transformed into a wiſe, meek, 
patient, kind and juſt Spirit. Faith, by 
contemplating the Glory of God in Chriſt 
brings into the Soul Spiritual Ideas of the 
fame glorious Image, a Divine Light and 
Life bearing ſome reſemblance to the Life 
of God, or Divine Nature; ſo that Chriſt 
the eſſential Glaſs of God, hath not on- 


Mr. Gals Treatiſe of b 6 waniſe ft yer, bu 
the Saints Amity 41ſo.” transformative , 
with Chriſt. changing Glory ſhining 
#2 them, 

Beloved, have yon not all immortal 
Sonls > What wonld you have ,your 
Souls be like when you come to, die ? 
Would you bave them like the Devil ? 


Would you have the Pride and Eovy 
__ 0 
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of Hell, the Covetouſneſs of Hell ? 
Or would yon have the Image of 
Chriſt ſtamped on you, that you may 


live Chriſt, and lead an humble Life, a 


meek Life, a ſelf-denying Life, an holy 
Godly Life ? What likeneſs would you 
have your Souls appear in out of your 
Body ? Whoſe Image and Stamp would 
you have them bear 2 Moſt Men live 
to themſelves, and make proviſion for 
the Fleſh, ro fulfil the Luſts thereof: 
And ſome hrvve to be revenged of o- 
thers to get the World of their fide. 
The Lufſts Perfons ſeek to fulfil are in- 


 numerable to fpeak 3 but how would 


you. have your Souls appear ?' What 
condition would yon have them in ? 
Would you have them in Chrift> © 


| then. beg Chriſt may be your Life! 
| Beg you may be changed from Glory 


to Glory, into his Image; every day 
of a Believers Life he is going from 
Glory to Glory. T5; 
Poor , wretched, ignorant ' Profeſ- 
ſors! What do you think will become 
of you ee long, if Chriſt is not your 
Life? Eternal' Death will - be your 
Portion. You ſee many Imperfefions 
in a Believer, yet he is perfect in Chriſt, 
being 
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being changed into the Image and 
Glory of Chriſt. A Believer, all his 
works are works of Grace, all his 
walking, walks of Grace ; all his Acti- 
ons, Actions of Grace; and in all that 
he doth, there 15a Glory. on it,through 
Chriſt his glorious Lord. They that 
live on external Duties, they will give 
you the hearing of a Sermon,and away; 
they ſeek not to know Chriſt, but they 
will be found as dreadfully miſerable 
as the Turk or Heathen that never 
heard of Chriſt ; for notwithſtanding 
their Profeſſion, they are ſwallowed 
up im the World. Take a covetous 
Man, his Heart 1s on this World. Take 
a gluttonous Man, his Heart 1s ſet. to 
make his Belly his God. Take a:Man 
that lives on Chriſt, his Heart 1s:knit 
there, he cleaves to the Lord with full 
purpoſe of Heart. 

Thirdly, It is a glorious Life, becauſc 
you have the hope of Glory : You ne- 
ver will havethe hope of Glory.till you 
have Chriſt living in you, Chriſt in you 
the hope of Glory, 1 Iz. 1.8. It a 

erſon- be 'withont Chriſt, he 1s with- 
out all true'hope of Salvation 3 there 
3s neither hope of the Glory of God, 
. nor 
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nor rejoycing in the Hope, while a per- 
ſon is withont Chriſt. What, have 
you hope of Glory ? But have you a 
good Hope? It you come to hve 
Chriſt, then you heve a good hope ; 


A ic you have Chriſt in you, then as ſure 


as Chriſt is in you, you {ſhall come to 
Glory. Who is in you 2 Who hives 1n 
you 2 We know our next Neighbour, 
we know our familiar Friend or Ac- 
quaintance. Who do you converſe 
with 2 Who is your near Neighbour ? 
Chriſt or the World, Chriſt or vain 
Thoughts,Chriſt or Carnality ? Is Chriſt - 
in you? If Chriſt 1s 1n you, then he 
reigns In you, and you converſe moſt 
with him. What is your daily Food, 


' Four Livelyhood ? Miſtake me not, I 


wouid not have you neglect your dai- - 
ly Calling, I hope you underſtand me 
better : But what do yon make the 
chiet of your Aims and Ends ? What 
takes up your Heart moſt ? Does the 
Love of Chriſt, the Mercy of Chriſt, 
the Peace of Chriſt affect you moſt ? 
If fo, I tell yon, you live a glorious 
Lite, I warrant you think thag” they 
that converſed with Chriſt vn Earth 
were happy; I tell you, there were 
| thouſands 
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thouſands ſaw Chriſts Face on Earth, 
that ſhall never ſee his Face in Glory. 
It may be you think if you come and 
hear a Sermon, you have converſed 
enough with Chriſt for all the Week, Þ 
though you never had one precious Þ 
thought of Chriſt 3 but to have Chriſt Þ 
your Lite, you have a Glortous Life. 
Soul, is thy Heart wrapt upin Chriſt ? 
Do hat would you deſire, if you were | 
to have your Wiſhes granted ? Is it F 
Chriſt ? More of Chriſt ? To live more | 
to Chriſt ? To enjoy more of Chriſt ? 
It itis fo, you live a gforious Life ; 
there 1s more Glory in one Believer, 
than 1n all Creatures on Earth beſide. Þ 
When Chry/oſtoz: was put to filence, | 
faid ſome, Better the whole World 
were left in darkneſs, than ſuch a glo- 
rions Light ſhould be put out. Now 
if the preaching of Chriſt be ſo glori- 
ous, what is the Life of Chriſt 1 in the 
Believer ? 

Fourthly, To live Chriſt 1s a glori- 
ous Lite, for there comes a glorious 
Train 'with Chriſt., all the Graces of 
the Spirit 


Believers: 
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” <t . bes 
Believers are God's Habitations , 


Eph. 2. 22. You are the Terreſtrial 
wherein the King of Glory keeps his 
Abode, till you be removed to abide 
with him in Heaven. If we did but 
confider, and our Eyes were opened 
to ſee what a Train of Helliſh Luſts 
dwell in us before Chriſt is in us, we 
(ſhould be amazed ; the Apoſtle tells 
you of many of them: While you 
are fleſhly, and not know C:ift, I tell 
you, whatever you are in Profeffion, 
you are what the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Gal.s. 
9. Now the works of the Fliſh are mani- 
feſt, which are theſe, Atultery , Fornica- 
t10N, COncleanneſs, [ aſciviouſneſs, Ido- 
latry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, E- 
mulation , *''rath, Strife, Sedition, He- 
reſies, Enuyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 
Revellings, and . ſuch like 5, as if he 
ſhould ſay, I will not foul my mouth 
with what dwells in a carnal Heart. 
May be you may fay, Many 


that have no Grac* abhor many of 
theſe things. I anſier, It may be the 
Devil may not lead Perſons into all 
at once z but 'the Works of the Fleſh 
are mamtfeft in unconverted Perſons. 
What Man 


IS there that knows not 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, but loves ſomething below 
Chriſt , and that 1s Idolatry, though 
you do not worſhip a ſtrange God. Do 
you love a ſtrange God ? Is God firſt 
and laſt? Higheſt and beſt > Moſt 
prized and loved? Is all well when 
Chriſt is enjoyed? Do you not com- 
plain more for other things than for 
Chriſt 2 Hatred is a very reigning ſin 
Variance , Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
many {ins dwell 1n the Heart, all in is 
rooted in corrupt Nature 3 but what 
1s meet for Sale he brings forth, like a 
Shop-keeper, he brings forth Goods. 
that are fit for Sale, he hath all ſorts, 
but he doth not ſell all forts at once. 
So the (inner hath all fin in him to be 
brought forth; Satan tempts him 
ſometimes to one fin, ſometimes to 
another. When the Devil comes to 
buy, the Sinner 1s furniſhed with - all 
forts of ſins for him, and ſells what 
the Devil pleaſes to buy. But when 
Chriſt comes, what Train does he 
bring. with him? He brings a glorious 
- Train, Perſe 22. But the fruit of the 
Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering , Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs , Temperance 5 againſt _ 
there 


WF Jaft Day Chriſt 
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there is no Law; the Law hath no-. 


thing to ſay againſt them, for Chriſt 


is formed upon their Heart. O what a 
glorious Train does Chriſt bring! When 
Chriſt is your Lite, you come to Chriſt, 
and walk with Chriſt, what a glorious 


$ Train of Graces pofle(s the Soul ! Now 
$ the angry Man, the wrathfnl Perſon 


is a meek, an humble Perſon 3 the 
worldly Man is come to love Chriſt, 
and God, and the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and the Saints, and Holineſs ; he 
1s come to have the Fruit of the Spirit. 
Q. what a glorious Life is it to live 
Chrift 1 It ſets Chriſt on the Throne ; 
and unthrones Ungodlinets, and at the 
wiil fct you on his 
Throne, and crown you with Glory. 
Chriſt and the Believer are all one, he 
dwells in you, and you live on him. 
Alas! to be a Profeflor, and walk at 
random, to walk in the Suburbs of 
Hell, while we Profteſs to be Citizens 
of Heaven. I profeſs it 1s a ſhame 
ſome Proteſlors ſhould protefs Religt- 


g on: Bleſied be God that magy are 
$ walting on God ; but till yoa know 


Chriſt, there is: a black Train in the+. 


Soul. The Hearts of many ſwell, 5 -: ©. & | 


they 
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they know but a little of the Letter, 
if they can but ſpeak or diſcourſe; 
but when Chriſt comes, there 1s a new 
frame of Heart 3 not new in Faculties, 
but in Qualities. O what a glorious Þ 
Life it 1s to live Chriſt 1 This Life is 
not to be paralleld. If I had theſÞ 
Tongue of an Angel, I could not ſet | 
forth the Life of a Soul that lives on Þ 
lives Chriſt 3 it is ſo far beyond thef 
Life of the carnal Profeflor,that makes 
me repeat it over and over: There isþ 
fo much difference between this Life Þþ 
and the Life of carnal Profeſſors, that 
they do not deferve to be once na-| 
med in the day the Believer that lives 
on Chriſt 1s ſpoke of. What, for Chriſt 
to have Union with the Believer 2 For 
| the Believer to have Union with Chriſt?Þ 
It 1s ſach a Myſtery, that the Angels de- 
fire to look into the Myſtery of it. 
Thoſe that live not this Life , tho they 
make a Profeſſion, they are cold Pro- 
teſfors, ignorant Profeſſors, and indeed 
nothing but Profeſſors. | 
Fiffaly, It 1s a glorious Life, becauſe 
it 15 the richeſt Life you can live : You 
. never hve richly till you live holy ; 


+ and you never live holy, till you come 
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to live on Chriſt. Of his fulneſs have 


we all received Qrace for Grace. There 


is not only in Chriſt a fulneſs of Abun- 
dance, but alſo fulneſs of Redundance ;; 
there is an everflowing fulneſs in Chriſt, 
as a Fountain overflows, and yet remains 
Full, Grace for Grace , or Grace wport 
Grace, abundance of Grace, and the in- 
creaſes of Grace one by another ; there is 
all good in Chriſt that poor Sinners want. 
_ bonum in __ Mr. Proves Un. 

no, all good is in the fearchable Riches 
chiefeſt good. Gas 

You may ſee Corn that 1s ſcattered 
on a thatch*'d Houſe ſpring up, but it 
ſoon withers ; -it 1s not hke Corn ſown 
in its natural Soyl. You may ſee ſome 
new Profeſſors under ſome Convittio- 
ons, how hor and zealous they are, 
but it ſoon withers, there being no 
root: But when a Soul is planted in 
Chriſt, it is got in good ground, it is 
not thorny ground, or ſtony ground. 
Many Perſons are very unhappy 5 


- 
* 
va# 


they are very diligent to do ſomething 


to attain Happineſs, yet miſs of Hap-- 


pineſs at laſt, Many  Profeflors aze 
very unkappy , they. make." yred 


noiſe of Religion, yet never come 't&@ 


S 2 know 
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know Chriſt, ſo never thrive in Reli- 
gion. You never thrive, nor lead a 
rich Life, till you know Chriſt; al! 
Treaſures of Wiſdom dwell in him | 
that is the true Wiſdom 3, and the Lord | 
humble this Generation, becauſe they Þ 
.exalt Chriſt no more, live Chriſt no Þ 
more : It may be you pray, and hear, 
and perform Duty ; but alas ! all this s 
nothing till we come to know Chriſt. Þ 
The Lord humble us,l ſay,you, and me, | 
and all of us, for we are all Fools till F 
we know Chriſt. I do not condemn 
'Arts and Sctences, but yet I fay it is 
allnothing to the knowledge of Chriſt, | 
-in whom are hid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge,Col.2.3. Soul, | 
.would you know God ? It muſt be in 
Chriſt: Would you be -wiſe ? It muſt 
be 1n Chriſt: Would you have true 
Learning? It muſt be in Jeſus Chriſt: 
Would you know the Glorious, the. 
Myſtery of the Goſpel, it muſt be in 
_ Chriſt: What is all Learning, all Know- 
ledge, all Underſtanding? ( though all 
this is good in its place.) If you can 
tell the Name of God in all Tongues, 
what doth this ſignifie? If you do not 
know God in Chriſt, you are but a. 
2 poor 
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poor Creature, the treaſiire of all 


ei W Wiſdom is in Chriſt, and Chriſt will 
a Ml lead you to the Father the Fountain of 
ow > pan this isa rich Life to live 
riſt. 
_ | Firſt, You are enriched with the 
wm Preſence of God. When you know 
Tous Chriſt, then you dwell in the Preſence 
wk . of God ; the Devils dwell in his wrath- 
\riſt, | fil Preſence 3 all of us this day dwell 
| me, I 12 God's general Preſence, the Saints 
« 31] | only dwell in God's gracious Preſence, 
Wee, When you come to know Chriſt, you 

+ is AY Ovell in the ſpecial Preſence of God. 
briſk, MY 2/41 140.#lh, ver. The upright ſhall dwell 
= of : 7H thy P reſence. None 5a fit before thy 
con), I vpright but in Chriſt ; fcc, or awed w17# 

» | 5 Zhy face, that is; i*# 
e in | one perte&t but thro" 5, rence. Ainſ: 
muſt MY Cbrile. Surely the righ- worth. 

m_ LOL thanks to thy Name, the 
riſk: upright ſhall dwell in thy preſence, There 
* the (15 20 Man upon Earth' that hath Righ- 
hy ho teouſneſs in himſelf 5 no, not one: 
mow. Bl i bereis no Man upright but in Chriſt. 
þ aj 0 hen Chriſt is become yours, then 
; God takes up his Dwelling with you : 
1 £3 Wl When Chriſt dwells in you, then the 
wo great God takes up his Abode with” 
nike a yon; then. you have.the gracious Pre-+ | 
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fence of God go where you will. 
Secondly, When you come to live 
Chriſt, you are enriched with the 
glorious Benefits of Chriſt ; all that 
Chriſt died for is yours, Redemption, 
Juſtification, SanCtification, the Riches 
of Grace, and Riches of Glory is all 
yours. What, a Soul in Chriſt , and 
poor? It was never found, and can ne- 
ver be found : A Soul in Chriſt cannot 
be poor, all the Riches of Heaven, the 
Riches of the Mercies, Bleflings and 
Comforts of this Life, and that to 
come, | 
Thirdly, All the Promiſes are yours : 
There 1s no condition you can be in, 
' but there is a Promiſe to ſupply you : 
:Truly that is a rich Man that hath a 
profniſe of Supplies whatever ſtate he 


15 in. Though you have a great many 


Afﬀitions, you have abundance of 
Promiſes; you have a great many Tri- 
als, and you have great Promiſes, free 
Promiles, glorious Promiſes , you are 
rich ; for go with the Key of Faith, 
and you may open the Promiſes. And 
whatever you take out, there is never 
the leſs left behind: That Promiſe that 
ſupplied you ſome years ago, it is as full 
: now, 
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now as it was then. 
out of his Bags or Coffers, the more he 
takes out, the leſs he leaves behind ; 
but the Promiſes are always full ; go 
to a promiſe in Temptation, go to a 
promiſe in Deſertion, go to a promiſe 


 1n Afﬀidtion, yet they are till fall ; 


indeed ſometimes Faith not being live- 
ly to ſuck out the Comfort, we think 
the promiſe is dry 3 but the pro- 
miſe 1s full. We are like a poor weak 
Child to a full Breaſt, that cannot 
draw out the Milk. When Faith is 
weak, we leave the comfort of the pro- 
miſe behind, and cannot draw it forth. 
Now how come you to be enriched 
with theſe promiſes? Do they not flow 
in & through Chriſt? all the Curſes be- 
long to them that are ont of Chriſt;but 
in Chriſt all the promiſes are Tea and 

Amen, 2 Cor.1.20. For all the promiſes of 
God in him are Yea, and in him Amen, 
unto the Glory of God by ps in Chriſt. 
All the promiſes are Yea, that 1s, cer- 
tainly true, and in him Amen ; 7o #be 
Glory of God, Amen. I know it is the * 
deſire of moſt to be rich, then beg of 
God that you may know Chrift, beg 
of God that you may live Chriſt: 1s 
S 4 Bin 


If a Man take... 
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him all the Promiſes are Yea and Amen. 
What , art thou not in Chriſt? O 
wretched, poor , 'miſerable Man or 
Woman ! In Chriſt only are Promiſes, 
and true Riches, Yea and Amen for 
ever. Whatever you do, goto Chriſt, 
for in him they are Yea, and in him 
they are Amen 3 ſee that by Faith you 
g0 to Chriſt, he 1s the way. What 
rich and precious Promiſes are in him |! 
To take a promiſe, and not take Chrift 
to be your way to the promile, 1s to 
g0 a wrong way to receive comfort 
from the promiſes. If ever you have 
a promiſe, it muſt come in by Chriſt : 
if you make Chriſt your Lite, wrap up 
your Life in Chriſt, as hath been dil- 
courſed and all the Promiſes are yours. 
There 1s not a Soul of you ſo full of 
comfort, but you have need of a pro- 
miſe 3 not one of you ſo well in the 
World, but you have need of a pro- 
miſe, 1/2. 33g6. By theſe men live. Go 
to the promiſes, and then living or 
dying, you are rich Men. Ah, Sirs! 


if the promiſes in Chriſt are not yours, 


I would not givea Farthing for your 
Profeſtion; and when you come to 
die; you will wilh you never had made 
a 
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a Profeſſion. But the Soul that lives 
on Chriſt is happy. Bleſſed Souls, are 
you tempted ? Are you afflicted? Are 
you tropbled ? The promiſes in Chriſt, 
will yield you ſweet Relief. 
Fourthly, If you have Chriſt, you 
have all the Bleſſings of Ordinances: I 
tell yon, though you may not enjoy 
that comfort as you defire, yet there 1s 
not a Sermon you hear ' but you are 
enriched by it; for it thy Soul break 
and mourn, and long: after Chriſt, 
thou art enriched 3; for a broken Heart 
is worth ten thouſand Worlds. A Bro- 
ken Heart, through Chriſt, 1s accepted 
of God. FPſal. 3.8. Salvation belongeth 
z»nto the Lord. The means of Salvati- 
on, the preaching of the Goſpel, and 
all other Ordinances 3 Salvation belongs 
fo the Lord, compared with Eph. r. 3. 
where it is ſaid, We are bleſſed with all 
Spiritual Bleſſungs in Chriſt Jeſus in Hea- 
venly places : ( pray mind it_) Bleſſed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Te- 


ſas 5 what then, who hath bleſſed us? 


how? With all ſpiritual Bleſſangs 5 all 
the means of Grace are made: Blef- 
ſings. What abundance of rich Seed 
of Grace is ſown upon ſtony ground, : 
Fl 22 20.” where 
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where Chriſt is not known ? But the 
Bleiling is upon the people of God 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us 
with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt Je- 
ſ#s > who hath bleſſed us with the 
Bleflings of Faith, with the Bleſſings of 
Hope, Bleflings of Love, Bleſſings of 
Patience, Bleſſings of the Sacrament, 
and all the means of Grace we en- 


Sow that live Chriſt, though you go 
mourning from a Sermon, this may 
encourage you to wait for the Bleffing 
of the means of Grace. It may be a 
Soul may obje&t and ſay, Iam a poor 
{orrowtul Soul ;am TI bleſſed ?Soul,thou 
art bleſſed. Bleſſed are they that mourn, 
The contrite Heart is am acceptable Sacri- 
fice to God, Bleſſed are they that mourn, 
This is your caſe,ſometimes you mourn, 
at other times you rejoyce in God, 
and joy in the God of your Salvation. 
You are rich in Bleflings 3 all Sermons 
that you hear do your Souls good, and 
all Ordinances do your Souls good ; 
you are bleſled when you are humbled, 
when you mourn, when you thirſt, as 
well as when you rejoyce, Theſe are 

| Spiritual 
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Spiritual Bleſtings in Chriſt. O Chrift- 
leſs Sonl, till you know Chriſt, there is 
not one of theſe belongs to you. 
O Sinners, yon have innumerable 
Curſes hang over your Heads, that are 
out of Chriſt, you have a Book tull 
of Wo and Lamentation written with- 
out and within, Ezek. 9. 10. Many ſor- 
rows are to the wicked, but he that tru- 


ſteth to the Lord, mercy compaſſeth hint 


about, Pfal.32,10. Innumerable are the 
Bleſſings that Believers are compaſſed 
about with. When you come to ann 
Ordinance, and think you do not meet 
with God, you complain, and go a- 
way mourning, you are bleſſed ; if you 
g0 away in the dark you are bleſſed : 
How ſo? I blefled, that cannot fee 
Chriſt ! Yes; blefled are - they that 
truſt in him, and ſtay themſelves 
upon him, though they walk in Dark- 
neſs, and ſee no Light. O what 'z 


*Fich Soul art thou that liveſt this. Life 


of Faith! You are bleſſed in all Ordi« 
nances, all Opportunities : I tell you; 
whatever comes, God will bleſs his 
people ; God's Providence is to all the 
World, he takes care of the whole 
Creation, he is wonderfill in Goodneſs 
5:98 and 
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and Mercy ; yet. as a rich Man that 
gives to many, yet iN an eſpecial man- 
ner, ſaith he, I muſt remember my 
Children at home, my dying Child, 
my weak Child, this Child, that Child, 
every Child. So God gives liberally 
to all, but gives his ſpecial Bleſtings to 
his Children, his choice Blefiings are 
reſerved for his redeemed ones. O 
what arich Lite it 1s to live Chriſt ! The 
Saint 1s rich in Faith, rich in Love, rich 
in Peace, rich in all Blefhings. Then 
the Soul admires, What, am I bleſſed 
in every condition 2 What, with all 
ſpiritual Bleihngs? O Lord, not long a- 
go I was crying out, Sure -God hath 
forſaken me! But this was your infir- 
mity and lin. But 1s n»t Chriſc more 
precious to you than ever? Do not you 
long for Chriſt, thirſt for Chriſt 2 Then 
you are bleſſed. lefſed are they that 
bunger and thirſt after righteonſneſs, for 
they ſhall be filled. Under Darkneſs, 
under Temptation, under every Afit- 
ion you are bleſied, and every Ser- 
mon, and every Sacrament, and every 
Ordinance you have, you are bleſſed 
though you cannot rejoyce in Godin 
all, yet you are bleed in all; though 

you 
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you g0 away hanging down your 
Head. OT have not met with GodT1-. 
E tell-you,you are bleſſed: For itisfaid, 
Bleſſed are they that mourn , and Bleſſed 
are the poor in Spirit. 

Fourthly, You are enriched with the 
Love of God. I do not know what 
you can have more to enrich you: If 
the love of God doth not make you 
rich,' I am ſure nothing can 3 and you 
can never be rich if you have not the 
love of God, and be ſure God loves 
you 3 if you know Chriſt, he looks on 
you in Chriſt, loves you in Chriſt, de- 
Iights-in you in Chriſt, John 16. 27. 
For the Father himſelf loveth you, be- 
cauſe /you have loved me, and have 
believed that I came-out from God : 
God's favour maketh rich thoſe whom 
God favours ; he hath grace that heals 
his Son), which is that that makes his 
Happineſs, and is that which is the in+ 
ward faſhioning of every Man's appre- 
henſion that makes*him happy, that 
brings comfort to him. Pray mind, 
the Lord Jeſus ſpeaks with an Emphaſis, 
for the Father himſelf loveth. you: You 
have my Father's love, a choice Love 
indeea ; And how comes this Love a- 

| bout? 
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bout ? becauſe you have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from 
God: becauſe you have believed in 
me, and made me your life: God 
loves yon: What, God love me! [ 
confeſs it would make a Chriſtian go 
comfortably through all the Tryals in 
the World, the very ardency and ap- 
plication of that : the Heart of God is 
the Ocean, the firſt riſe of all Love 
to the Creature : Chriſt is the Spring 
Dr.Crifs that firſt receives from him and 
then throngh him all Love is 


diffuſed to the Creature : God loves 


me, for the Father himſelf loveth you : 
What , God love me! I pray how | 
comes it about? becauſe you have lo- | 
ved me, and believed that I came out | 
-ffom God : You have made me your 
Life 3 you have Faith in me 3 and now | 
God loves you: God never loved you, | 
whatever you did without Chriſt: God | 
abhors all out of Chriſt z God elected | 
you. all in Chriſt, chuſes you allin Chriſt, Þþ 
ardons you all in Chriſt: and then, 
what Immenſe Love is this! God 
loves you in Chriſt: O unſpeakable 
Love ! © infinite Love! this Love is 


Love that paſſes Knowledge 3 Love 
that 


Chiiſt a Chiſffans Life. 27x 


that paſſes Bounds; O highth and 
depth of Love; you that live in Chriſt, 
and believe in Chriſt, are rich Souls : 


We uſe to fay, when we feeMen thrive 


and proſper in theWorld, This will bea- 
rich Man: And what may you ſay of 
the Saints ? O they will be rich indeed, 
they will have a rich portion, becauſe 
they believe that Chriſt came out from 
God. O Soul! haſt thou with thy Heart 


_ choſe Chriſt, with thy Heart lived to 


Chriſt,with thy Heart wrapt up thy ſelf , 
in Chriſt? 1s it the out-cry of thy Soul, 
none but Chriſt,none but Chriſt? thou 
att a rich Soul; for thou art already 
poſleſt of the preſence of God, &it will . 
be thy portion to live in the Houſe of 
God for ever : For Brethren to dwell 
together in love and unity, how ſweet 
is it ! O the harmony of it ! but what 
a divine Harmony is there in that Soul 
where the Love of God dwells? Tarn 
about your Thoughts, tarn about your - 
Ears : Hear, I beſeech you, for Chriſt's - 
fake; accept of Chriſt, that you may 
have God's love: God indeed loved 
the Elect with Everlaſting Love 'in 
Chriſt but God's Love is not mani- 
felted to you, until you beheve in 
Chriſt s 
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Chriſt 3 then all the things of this life 
are yours; there are many things which 
we cannot reach here, the price is too 
great: Is not that rare which coſts. 
dear ? there is not A bit of Bread you 
have (you that are Saints) but 1t coſt 
the Blond of Chriſt 3 all your Mercies 
are in a way of redemption ; all is 
- yours: Paul and Apollos, and Cephas, 

and life, and death, and things preſent, 
and things to come ; for Je are Chriſts, 
and Chriſt is Gods. May it not be ſaid 
of them that know not Chriſt, Nothing 
zs theirs 8 Is not the Miniſter yours, as 
well as others? Is not your Bread yours, 
and your Meat yours, and your Drink 
-yours, and Cloaths yours? No, Sol, 
they are borrowed Mercies, ſtoln Mer- 
cies, and you will be damned for them 
 withont Chriſt has paid for them, for 
you : but the Soul that loves Chriſt, his 
Mercies are all bought : the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, thoſe Ambaſladors of Peace, 
are all yours in Chriſt : Paul is yours, 
Apollos 18 yours, and Lite and Death is 
yours. You that art out of Chriſt, it 
makes my Heart tremble to conſi der 
that your Mercies are all to be pay- 
ed for, to be reckoned for 3 and you 
that 
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that are' in Chriſt, you may leap and 
rejoyce at a drop of cold water and a 
bit of bread : O ! it isa'rich Merey, it. 
is bought with the Blond of Chriſt 3 and 
then at laſt you will be mnriched; you 
| will fit hke Kings in Glory with'your 
| Lord and Redeemer for ever and 
| ever. | 1247 ' 7G0"} 
| Fifthly, It is a happy life, becauſe 
| it 1s a Soul-atisfying lite, the Son] can- 

' not be ſatisfied with any-thing below 
Chriſt 3 whatever a-perſon does enjoy, 
whatever a perſon does'in away-of dt 
ty, he cannot be ſatisfied if he hath/nhot 
Chriſt :- Take who. you Will, whether 

they be Formaliſts, or Legaliſts 4 whe- 
| ther Moral men, or Profane-mett5 whe- 
ther Rich men, or Poor men ; or Pro- 
fefſors, that have not made Chrift their 
Life, they will tell you they want" fatis-. 
fattion-z there is a complaifit of this 
thing, - or that thmg wanting tb-/-give 
contentment 3 if they have Golder-du- 
ties ,/ if they do not bring'the Water'of : 
life ; they cannot ſatisfie their 'Souls': 
but this lite of living- pon Chriſt doth 
fatisfie the Soul, -I ſhall Thew im theſe 
following: Partictlars, *- fe 


Me The 


% 


The Lord will fatisfie her Poor with 
Bread : the pooreſt Man that lives up- 
on Chriſt,lives more plentifully than the 
richeſt Man that knows not Chriſt, 
P/alm 132. 5. I will abundantly bleſs 
her proviſion; I will fatisfie her Poor 
with Bread: Who 1s the Poor ? the 
Poor is a longing perſon, a craving 
perſon: the poor deſire ſomething they 
ftand tn need of, faith the Lord : I will 
bleſs 870x's provilion: it is a great Mer- 
cy to have our proviſion bleſſed: we 
way. be fed high, and yet not have 
healthy bodies : Many may fare high 
in means of Grace, but not having a 
Bleſling with it, they do not proſper : 
Many have been long under the means 
of Grace, and yet do not thrive nor. 
grow in Grace : faith God, 1 will ſatis- 
fie her poor with bread : The Poor are 
craving, and deſiring, and longing 3 ſo 
the longing Soul in Chriſt ſhall be ſa- 
tisfied 3 they ſhall not want : the Pro- 
phet 1/2iah ſpeaks of ſpending their 
Money for that which 1s not bread ; 
which will not fatisfie: but the Lord 
Jeſus ſatisfies the Soul, fills up the De- 
fires, whatſoever they be: Take one 
which js under the Law, and _ 

FT tne 
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the greateſt Gifts and Parts, but is a 
ſtranger to Chriſt, and one that is the 
pooreſt in gifts/and parts yet in Chriſt 5 
he hath more ſatisfaction than the other 
with all his great Gifts and Parts: the 
pooreſt and meaneſt in Grace that is in 
Chriſt, lives a higher life than the rich- 
eſt in Gifts and Parts, or in worldly 
things,. that does not know Chriſt ; ſo 
that it is a ſatisfying life to live Chriſt: 
Here is enough for this preſent life, e- 
nough for hereafter : there is enough - 
in Chriſt to fill up all the Faculties of - 
the Soul, Johr 6. 35. 1 am the bread of 
life he that cometh to me ſhall never hun- 
ger 5 he that believeth on me ſhall never 
thirſt: Coming and Believing is the 
ſame 3 he that comes or believes in me 
ſhall never hunger : What, doth not a 
Soul in Chriſt hunger? doth he not long 
for Chriſt ? yes, but as he hungers and 


thirſts for Chriſt, he (ball be filled, 


his wants ſhall be ſupplied : we ſay 
in our outward things, Morey anſwers all 
things : but Money will not fatisfe the 
Son! : But. faith Chriſt, he that comes to 
2, I will ſatisfie all bis defires : he ſhall 
have Contentment, Supplies, Satisfatt- 
on; he ſhall want nothing: 1 am the 
; 4 bread 


276” Chaift a Thaſkians Life. 
bread of life, I will ſatisfie his hunger * 
Tam the water" of | Bfez be tht tomes to 
re, fhall neverhirſt : they ſhall never 
cry I periſh for hunger, or T periſh for 
thirft.. The Prodiga), when he came to 
his Fathers houſe, he did hunger, but 
he had bread to fatisfte his hunger : A. 
Soul believing in Chriſt, making 
bis life,” there 1s enough in' Chriſt , 
F1t up alt-the' defires of the Sol], Gt 
to heal all the Wonnds of the' contrite 
Heart. Whatever the Soul defires, in 
Ghrift are Eterbal Springs 'to' fill up 
the 'Soul 3 every thing that 1s below 
Chriſt, is too ''empty to © fatisfie 
an. ſmmorti} Sout: they are not 
Springs, they are but Ciſterns ; ' take' 
Qrdinances, take away Chrift, what 
can the Ordinances do ? will not the 
Soul wither imhediarely > - Ordinances 
are but Cifterns, and not Springs: the 
P/almift faith, All my Springs are in thee, 
Pal. 87. 7. Doth a Soul defire to love 
Cod ? hath the Soul a defire to be fa- 
uisfied with Love; with Beauty, with: 
the Glory of Chrift > there' are divine 
Springs from Chriſt, who. is an over- 
flowing and ever- flowin Fountain to 
the'Souls of Believers to fatisfie all their 
deſires $0 that a Believer, let him "a 
irc 


» 5 wF "6 as. ld og 


: = 3.5 2 oo OD ORE oo oh EE oOGS | oa be thats CE dl nt SY 


Chaift a Chaiffians Life, 277 
fire as munch as he will, he ſhall have 
his defires ſatisfied, P/al, 17. 15. As for 
mel will behold thy face.in righteouſueſs : 

T ſhall be ſatisfied when 1 awake with thy 
likeneſs. The longing Soul (hall not mit 
of being filled with: Wiſdom in Chriſt, 
with Redemption in-Chriſt, with Santi- 
fication, wirh Salvation: Let the Sonl 
crave for Holineſs, there is enough in 
Chriſt to fill it: let it cravefor Love,there 
is enough in Chriſt : let it crave'for 
Peace and Joy,there 1s enough 1n Chriſt 
to fill it : Chriſt beidg ſach an inexhau- 
ſtible Fountain, 1s {till flowing into the 
Soul to give it daily, ſatisfaftion : the 
Soul may -weary it ſelf in other things, 
ands not: be the better. Believers, 
that can but experience the leaſt true 
Lonpings after . Jeſus Chriſt, tho with 
a weak Faith, need not doubt but that 
they have true Faith, .. and (ball-not 
miſs of a true and fall fatisfa&ion; -; : 

A weak Faith ſhews it ſelf by: this 

Grace of God, namely,' an unfeigned 
Deſire, not only of Salvation, for that 

the Wicked and Graceleſs Man 'may 

havez' but of Reconciliation with God 


in Chriſt: This: is:a fare fign 6f 'Faith 


in n every touched: and: hambled heart, | 
| 3 an 
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and it is peculiar to the 
Perkins on Ele&. What a Mercy and 
the Creed. Bleſling it 1s to have the 
leaſt true Deſires after Je- 
fus Chriſt, ſince ſach Souls are aſſured 
in Gods Word, that their longing 
Sonls ſhall be ſatisfied. Saith Holy 
Bernard, He that Thirſts, let him Thirſt 
more, and he that Deſires, let him De- 
fre more abundantly 5 becauſe ſo much 
as he can Deſire , ſo much he ſhall Re- 
CETVE, | 
Perſons will be weary of their 
Pleaſures, weary of their Trea- 
ſures, and weary of their Duties : that 
Soul which hath made Chriſt his 'reſt 
hath the trueſt ſatisfaQtionz when aSoul 
comes toknow Chriſt, it may ſay with 
the Plalmiſt, P/al. 116. Return unto thy 
reſt, O my Soul ; for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully. with thee. What Reſt hath 
the Soul 2 There 1s a great many reſt- 
leſs Enemies 3 there is Satan purſuing, 
the Law condemning, Guilt purſuing, 
the poor Soul hath no ſafe Refuge 
to flee unto bat the Lord Jeſus. The Soul 
that hath Chriſt his Life, can fay the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath purchaſed eter- 
nal Salvation for me; he became a 
Curſe 
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Curſe for me, and Redeemed me from 
the Curſe of the Law ; and Jet Satan 
and Conſcience fay what they will, 
Jeſus Chriſt hath pad my Debts, ſatis- 
fied Juſtice, given me reft to my Soul. 
Take up thou thy quiet Reſt in him 


- O my Soul, for what ever the Law 


faith , It ſpeaks to them that are nn- 
der the Law: But I am Redeemed 
by Chriſt, he is become my Rock, and 


| my Salvation; my Soul return thou 


to thy Reſt. Gal. 3. 10. For as many 
4s are of the works of the Law, are un- 
der the Curſe : for it is written, Curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the Book of 
the Law to do them. Be ſure you do 


{ all, or you do nothing 3 there was 
| nevera Man ſince the fall of Adam, that 


could do all things, nor the leaſt thin 
as he ought. But Chriſt falfille 
the Law, and hath delivered -ns from 


! the Curſe of the Law; for the Juſt 


ſhall live by Faith in Chriſt. Till a 
Soul cotnes to center in Chriſt, the 
Soul can never have reſt and quiet: 
Indeed you may forget .the day of 
your Death; if you are wrapt up m 
Carnal ſecurities, that is not Reſts the 
T'$: Soul 
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Soul will be moleſted again, when 
Conſcience 1s awakened , to confider 
what the ſtate of the Soul is. But it the 
Law and 'Sin accuſes, the Soul that can 
truly experience the Lord. Jeſas Chriſt 
ts his Life, hath Redeemed him from 
the 'Curſe of the Law, hath Died , 
and Riſen for him, and is at Gods right 
hand interceding withDivineJuſtice,and 
hath payed the whole Price and Ran- 
ſom ; the Law condemns them that are 
under the Law ; but Chriſt hath deli- 
vered a Believer from all its" Accuſa- 
tions.z who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of Gods Ele& ? What Chriſt 
hath done. 1s a Believers own 3 he is 
Righteouſneſs to every one that truly 
applies hun. 'My Friends, till you know 
there is fatisfaftion made to the Juſtice 
af God, you can never take up your 
reſtz3'do as much as you can,” until you 
come to center 1n this Glorious Re- 
demption, that Chriſt hath purcha- 
ſed.; to ſee Inm. Sanaification and 
Redemption''z "that he hath ſatis- 
fied for you; .that you live on him for 
all 3 then ithe”Soul can 'take-np his 
quiet Reft.”! But till it 'is this; do' as 
much as you' witl', . there's ſomething 
[1:92 "OM wanting 
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wanting (till: ' Not a word 'of Peace 
to be had from God, bnr inand through 
Chriſt. Do as much as you will in a 
way of Duty , without Chriſt , you 
cannot have Reft and'Quier. If yau 
have been a Praying Perſon this Ten, 
Twenty or Thirty Years, this will all 
be ſwallowed up in this one thing , 
God js not fatisfizd, the Gnilt'of Sin 
follows me, my Conſcience accuſes 
Saith Lather, I am not able to indure my 
Conſcience , neither am I quieted by my 
own Works , or by the Righteouſneſs of 


Gods Laws; much leſs have I any com-- 


fort by my ſanity, which out of my own 


Devotion and good Opinion Imake choice 
of 3 yea, the Devil through my Sin, ſo 
nteth me in ſuch ſort, that T think, the 
World is too narrow for me 5. only the. ac- 
knowledgment of Chriſt lifteth me #Þ,, and 

ſetteth my Conſcience in Peace. '*\ *. 
Therefore I look not what I am in : 
my ſelf, but what Chriſt hath done; 
he hath bore the Curſe, therefore [ 
ſhall never bear it. God bath laid 
on him the Iniquity of us all, there- 
fore my Soul 'return . thou to thy-reſt. 
Alf” the Debt' is diſcharged , now 
by. Soul can live a quiet LY if Chriſt. 
O 


_ 
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© what a Soul-ſatisfying life it 1s, to 
live Chriſt ! and till then there will bes 
complaining 53 when you have done all 
that you can do, when you . have 
done the beſt you can, you want a 
Righteouſneſs to ſtand before God. 
The Soul in Chriſt is cloathed with a 
Garment ſufficient for to cover its Na- 
kedneſs. Here is a Righteouſneſs ts 
- as broad and Jong as the Wounds and 
Nakedneſs of the Soul; and that your 
own Duties can never be. If a Man 
could ſtand bemoaning his Sins from 
Morning till Night , there would be 
ſomething in that that he would need 
a Pardon for; but now Chriſt was 
awade Sin for us , that we might be made 
ihe Righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 
5. 21. Made Sin, not only ſaid to be. 


_ * fo, but made fo ; Sin imputed to him: 


And waile our Sins lay on him, he was 
an imputed Sinner, baring our Sins. The 
| Wrath of God was poured on him, he 
bore the fault, and God laid our Sins 
. on him, that we might be the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him. His Righteoul- 
nefs is made our Perſonal Righteouſ- 
neſs, as if we had performed all things 
our ({elvesz we are made the Righte- 

| ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs of God ; not thought to be 
ſo, or ſeem to be ſo, bur really made 
ſo : here 1s a covering to cover all our 
Nakedneſs. {ſaiah faith ,. our Righte- 
ouſneſs is a Bed too ſhort for us to 
ſtretch our ſelves upon, and a Covering 
too narrow for us to wrap our ſelves 


| in: if a Man hath a Garment of Silk 


or Silver, and if it be not long enough 


| to cover him, there 1s'cauſe of ſhame z 


ſo if you have the braveſt Duties 
and Expreſſions,Carriage and outward 
Behaviour in Religion, without you 


| are wrapt up in this Righteouſneſs, 


there 1s ſtill ſomething wanting, that 


E will caufe ſhame and Confuſion to 
! all Eternity; he was: made fin for 
| us that knew no fin, that we might be 
| made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 


A Believing Soul ought to talk with our 


| Saviour in this manner, I am thy Sins, 


thou art my Righteouſneſs, therefore 1 am 
joyful, and boldly do triumph for wry Sins, 
not over ballancing thy Righteouſneſs, nei- 
ther let thy Righteouſneſs ſuffer 

Luther. ae to be or remain a Sinner : 
Bleſſed for evermore,and praiſe# 

be thy Name ſweet Jeſus. It is a glo- 
rious Expreſſion, a high Expreflion, 
a comfortable Expreſſion, and truly a 
great 
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great Myſtery; that the innocent Lamb 
of God, that knew no Sin ſhould be 
made Sin for us, and we made the 
Righteouſneſs of God in him, Col. 2. 
We are compleat m him, compleat in 
Chriit, though not compleat | in SandQ1i- 


fication yet compleat in the fight of 


God in Juſtification; he doth preſent 
you without Spot or Wrinkel before 
God. 'In'the beſt of Men the beſt 
Performances leaves a ſenſe of _ Guilt 
. upon their Souls; there is ſomething 


wanting; but in Chriſt there is com: 
pleat Righteouſneſs, compleat Wiſdom, 


.- compleat Redemption, compleat Beau- 
© ry, compleat Glory, every thing 'com- 

./.. Pleat that the Sonfis'compleat in him. 
Fifthly, To live Chriſt is a happy 


&- Life becauſe it is a fafe Life; you are 


never fafe till you are in Chrift; and 
there's no fafety any where elſe ; , 
you that 'are in Chriſt O look back 
firſt, . what not long ſince you were; 
Secondly, what now, you *are 3 Third- 
1y, what yon (hall' be, and you will 
ſee cauſe of Admiration. When you 
were out of Chriſt, what a dan- 


Bvts La were Fou In, under''the 
Eero 


: a 
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Wrath of God, ' the. Curfe of the 
Law ! Conſider. where was I when F 
knew not Chrift 2 Where was I gomg ? 
I was going to Deſtruction. and did 
not know it : Was I fo nearthe Brink 
of the Pit and did not mind ? Was 

[ ſo near ſinking and did not cry out ? 


E O how can I but admire and adore 


this God that hath done this for me fk 


He bath brought me nigh by the Blood _ 
of th& Covenant; he hath' brovghr 


me to a ſafe Condition ; ' you wete' a 


far off, but now are broughr nigh by 
the Blood of the Covenant ;*ye were 
withour Chriſt, withonr the Covenant, | 
Ppheſe 2. 13. 

Thirdly, Confider. what ere long. 
you ſhall be 5 you that: 995 Ty Chriſt 
ſhall ere long be "with Oh you ſhall 
be ſafely arrived in Glory: O the 
danger that a'Soul out of Chrift i isinl 


| Yon are under the Sword" of Divine 


Juſtice, *and how ſoon it may drop 
down on' your Head, drop down on 
your Heart, you do not know z there- 


| fore you are never fafe till-you' are in 


Chriſt, thar is i ſafe Life 5 Prov. 1., 33. 
Bat whoſo gr's ic anto me (hall anil 


ſafely ed ſhall be* quiet from ye of 


Ewil 
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evil, Whoſo hearkens ſo as to believe, 
accept and lay hold on, and cloſe with 
Chriſt, they ſhall dwell ſafely, and 
ſhall be quiet from fear of Evil, the 
Fear of Evil ſhall not hurt you : 
Prov. 3. 18. ſpeaking of Wiſdom, ſhe 
is a Tree of — to them that lay hold 
#pon her, and happy is every one that re- 
taineth her. There is in Chriſt ſafety, 
there is firſt the Life of Juſtification, ſe- 
condly of SanCtificaon, and thirdly of þþ 
Glorification. —_ 

Firſt, a Life of Juſtification, a Tree 
of Life to free from Condemnation : 
There is noCondemnation to them that are 
i: Chriſt, Rom. 1. 8. You are fafe 
from the Condemnation of the Law 3 
you are ſafe from the Condemna- | 
tion of Juſtice, you are ſafe from 
the Condemnation of Conſcience, 
you are ſafe from the Condemnation 
of the Devil, you are ſafe from the 
Condemnation of the World : Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of 
God's Ele&? there is Life laid up in 
Chriſt, Life for poor dead Sinners, Life 
for poor condemned Sinners that lay 
hold on this Tree of Lite ; there is no 


Condemnarion to them more 3 there 
ou ſhall 
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ſhall be no following them, as it was 


with Joab to the Altar to ſlay him there. 


Lay hold on the Tree of Life and you 
are ſafe fbr ever: You may ſay of the 
Thunderings of the Law, I am fafe 
from them all, the Tree of Life ſtands 
ready to give you the Life of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Juſtification that you may 
be free from Condemnation 3 there 
is no Condemnation : -: What a fafe 
caſe is a Soul in, that 1sin Chriſt ? let 
a Soul be condemned never ſo much, 
nothing ſha]l hurt him, God hath juſti- 
fied him in, through, and for Chriſt's 
ſakez though the Devil come and ac- 
cuſe, and faith this man 1s clothed with 
filthy Garmenrs 3 this Tree of Life 


ſtands ready, Zechar. 3. 1, 2. Satan 


comes and accuſes Joſhua, he was 
clothed with filthy Garments. Thou 
art a holy God, a God of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity with approba- 
tion : But here is one come with fil- 
thy Garments, here is a finfual Man 
come ; he comes to offer up Sacrifice for 
the People, but he is {inful; the Devil 
comes and accuſes him and condemns 
him. Now while there is any thing to 
condemn a Man he is not ſafe; the 
| Devil 
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Devil .comes and lays to his Charge 
that he isclothedin filthy Garments, but 
he comes not in Love to Holynefs, but 
in Envy to Joſhna,in Envy to the Saints, 
and in Envy to God, and in Ehvy to 
his Free-Grace 3 but the Lord Jelus 
Chriſt ſaid to Satan, the Lord rebuke 
thee Satan, the Lord: rebuke” thee, 
Is nat this a Brand pluckt out-of the 
Fire ?..I have choſen htm, he 1s an. Elect 
Vellel, I have redeemed him, :.I- have 
clothed him with Change of Raimetit, 
I have'put a fair Mitre on his::Head 3 
Satan'do_ thy worſt--and ſpeak! thy 
worſt, - thou canſt-not. hurt: Jaſpuzy.So 

this Tree of Lite-frees from Condem- 
nation 3 lay hold on Chriſt yon are 
quit, let -what Bills there wilt-come iti 
againſt you 5 if a Man: ſhould be tryed 
for his Life, and there-comes--11 many 
Bills of Iaditement; againſt hini, but he 
ſhews his Pardon':for all, then in vaiſn 
do they come in 3 or if there be never 


K__—__ , . _—_ —_— py 


ſo many [tems all 18 forgrven .. ſo Jet 

the Devil:come in with never fo many 
Items; and the Law come in with ne- 
ver. ſo many [texqg,the Lord Jeſus fer- ill © 
gives them all to them that lay bold , 


on him by Faith. 
4 ' Secondly, 


| he OVErcomes:; *{} 
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. Secondly, Then- it is a Life: of San- 
ification ; Where {ſin reigned before, 
fin ſhall not have Dominion over you 5 
you are not under ;the Law, but under 
Grace : Then you-'-may. ſee that the 
Law wull not kill fin: The Law. will 
tell you, you are a finner, but it will 


| not kill your ſin, Rox.6.14. For fr ſhall 


have Dominion over you.z for you are. not 


| »rder the Law, but-ander Grace.. Tho 
| fin may trouble yon, is ſhall not have 
Dominion . over ;you.3 tho it may 


grieve you, it ſhall not .undo you.,, The 
Serpent's Seed is ſentenc'd, The Seed. of 


| the Womas ſhall break the Serpent's Head. 


Rom. 8:3, For what the Law coujd not 


do, ine that it was weak;through the fleſh, 


God ſending his Son. gn-#he. likeneſs - of 
ſinful fieſh,; and fon ſin cenderned fin ine 
the fieſt...i When a 'Sovl laies not-hold. 
on Chrift, flaiis-in. bs Natare, bis'Luſts 
dogging of- him, his:Lyfts rejgning. and; 
ruljng, over. him 3. but through Chrift 
. Fhicdly,.:A; Life of: Glory. The | 
Apoſtle: 'reckons... the: Julkifed- ones 
among -the-, glorified ants: Whom: 
hecalled,them he'juſkified x and whons 
he\.zuſtified ,.. them: he glenfies..: He 
way U ſpeaks 
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fpeaks in the Preſent Tenſe, as if it 
were already done, that they that lay 
hold of this Tree of Life, are as ſare 
of eternal Life, as 'if they were alrea-_ 
dy m Glory : So that it is a very fafe 
Life to live Chriſt; and to lay hold 
on her : But mark it ſtil], this Tree of 
Life 1s.too high for carnal Reaſon to 
reach. This Free. of Life muſt drop 
Fruit into your Souls before you can 
reach up to that: We ſee fruitful Trees 
are-'bending Trees: Trees that are 
loaded with Fruit -bow down, ſo that 
even a Child - may''lic on the Ground 
and eat the Fruit:: So Jeſas Chriſt ta- 
 king- our Nature, bumbled himſelf to 
the Death of the Croſs ; he condeſ- 
cended ſo: tow; to have Union with 
us poor ſinners ; that a poor Soul 
cannot 'go to Chriſt -till Chriſt firſt 
cothesito him. - -Chrift- firſt comes to 
the 'S6ul, he bends down tothe carnal 
Heart, - and pelſleſſes' the Soul of the 
Life of Faith, and then the Soul can 
reach up to him. Come to me all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and 1 will give 
J0u reſt. But how ? Shall I come, Lord ? 
may--a'poor ſinner ſay. i Says Chriſt, 
No man 'can come to me except the _— 
Ces IFL | raw 
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draw bim. . I muſt firſt come by my 
pirit to the ſinner, before ' he can 
come to me by Faith. But faith a poor 


| Soul, I cannot lay hold of Chriſt, ] 


cannot believe, nor I cannot make 


| Chrift my Life, I am a poor undone 


finnerz but if Chriſt comes to you, and 
takes you by the Arm, as he did E- 
phraize, Hol.11.3. cannot you go along 


| with him? If be comes and gives you 


an hand. of Faith, and: takes hold of 
yon, can you not follow him? This 
fruitful Tree of Life bends down with 


his Fruit, that ſinners may-lay hold on 


him. If the Husbandman expe&s ta 
have Corn, he muſt ſow it; it a Man 
would have a fine Garden, he muſt 
plant it,for the ground naturally brings 
forth nothing but Briers and Thorns. 
The Ground was curſed when A4dam 


| had ſinned, and every Heart is curſed, 


and all the finner can bring forth by 
Nature is curſed Fraitz there may be 
ſomething like Grace, ſomething like - 
Faith, but no true ſaving Faith 3 as 
there may be Field-herbs hike Garden- 
herbs, and many other ;.things; alike, 


that are not. the ſame gs bogs | 
may (hew- like Grace..2-- Bu | 


Ti natural 
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ciatural Reaſon there is never a Man 
rior. Womany'{do the moſt they can) 
that can lay hold of Chriſt, till Chriſt 
comes and'lays hold! of them. There 
js nothing it our Hearts but Briers and 
Thorns, we canfiot believe ; but when 
Chriſt comes, and works Faith in our 
Hearts, then we lay hold on Chriſt; 
then we are fafe-for ever. When you 
are got into Chriſt, all Storms whatſoe. 
ver cannot hutt you, you are ſafe. So 
the Lord peaks, Prov.8: 35. For 
whoſoever Fete me findeth Life Who- 
ever 1s a ſtranger to Chriſt, is under 
the power of D Death, the ſentence of 
Death and Condemnation 5 - but who- 
ever findeth me findeth Life. What then? 
They {hall obtain Favour of the Lord, 
In the Favour of a. King or great Man 
they ſay is fafety 5 but that is not true 
always, nor very often 3 but they are 
certainly for ever ſafe that enjoy the 
favour of God; You muſt find Chriſt 
before you know the favour of God; 
God's favotir- is manifeſt in- Chriſt 3 
 whenhe ſhews kindneſs it is in Chriſt; 
whoſoever-finds Chriſt ſhall haveGod's 
favour , Pſal. 68. 18. 'He hath received 
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God may dwell aw0ng thens.If you would 
have the! favour of God:, ſeek after 
Chriſt 3. in. this Temple the' fulnefs of 
the Godhead dwells bodily, and when 
you come' 'to_ live in Chriſt; God lives 
in you,” he comes-and-takes tip his a- 
bode with you.3 Thou haft aſcended up 
oz high, thou haiÞ led captivity captive; 
thox haſt: received gifts for men. What 
Men ? The Rebellions. What encon- 
ragement. is:here for rebellions ſinners 
to come” to Chriſt? O ſinner, comes 
Chriſt hath received Gifts for you::; 
To what end'? That 'God may dwell 
among you... Chriſt hath received &- 
nough to .make you lovely in the fight 


of the Father for ever. How: ſhould 
Saints alſo'be encouraged by this, un- 
der all their Infirmities and //Troubles? 


If you had all the comforts of a pre- 
ſent Life,. and had not the favour of 
God, you would be undone for ever. 
He that finds Chriſt; finds Life, and. 


ſhall obtain: favour of the Lord 3 God 


will dwell among ſuch. ' As Chriſt by 
Death made : way for the Soul to came 


to God, ſo'by the Revelation of his 
"Grace a Soul comes to taſte: of the 
- Love of God... When:a:Soul comes to 


uz - know 
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know Chriſt, then the favour of God 
ſhines on him 3 and 1s not this a fafe 
Life 2 O Chriſtleſs Soul, that lives, but 
not in Chriſt 3 that knows many things 
bat not Chriſt 3 that performs Duties, 
but not by Faith in Chriſt; you are 
never ſafe, you do not know how ſoon | 
your {laughter-day will come, and it F 
will be eternal. You that have not 
Ehriſt for your Sacrifice, you muſt be F 
the Sacrifice for ever. The Lamb of | 
God was offered up once for all ; but | 
if he be not your Sacrifice, your Souls | 
muſt be a Sacrifice in Hell for ever: | 
But you that live Chriſt live an happy F 
Life, for it is a ſafe Life. As Abigail Þ 
ſpake to David when ſhe met him, the þj 
greateſt comfort that ſhe brought | 
to him, was, That his Life . ſhould be Þþ 
-bound up in the Life of his Lord, 1 Sam. Þ 
25. 28,29. I pray thee forgive the treſpaſs Þ 
of thine handmaid, for the Lord will cer- Þ 
gainly make my Lord a ſure Houſe : be-Þþ 
ade my Lord fighteth the Baitels of the 
 Lord,and evil hath not been found in thee 
all thy days, Net a man is riſen to pur- 
Fae thee, and to ſeek thy Soul. Saith ſhe, | 
Here is a mighty Man riſen to purſue Þ 
thy Life, but though he is giſen up a-| 
oainſt 
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gainſt thee, thou ſhalt be fare to be 
ſafe. Why? What is the reaſon ? The 
Soul of my Lord ſhall be bound in the 
bundle of Life with the Lord thy God. 
Whatever purſues a Sou) in Chriſt ſhall 
never hurt him. All Temptations, and 
Troubles, and Accuſations that purſae 
the Soul ſhall not hurt it. Saith ſhe, A 
Man is riſen to purſue thy Life, but how- 
ever the Soul of my Lord is bound up 
in the bundle of Life with the Lord 
thy God. Friends, you are never fafe, 
till your Souls are bound up in the 
bundle of Life with Chriſt, nll _ou 
come to take Chriſt, lay hold on. him 
as your own, you are never ſafe, you 
have Purſuers. A mar 3s riſen wp to 


purſue the life of my Lord: But one 
poor Chriſtian is purſued with Tem-. 


ptation, another with ſtrong Corrup- 
tion , another with ſtrong Fears and 
Terrors, another with great Deſertion 5 


but Chriſtians, never fear, your Liſe w 
bound up in the bundle of Life ; the: + 
Life of Righteouſneſs, the Life af. 


Grace, the Life of Comfort, the Life 
of Glory. The Soul that believes 
Chriſt is ſo bound up in him, that the 
Devil cannot ag » Temptation 
4 


cannot | 


if 6s 4 + — 
WP, ew AI EY 


296 Chyiiſt a Chiiſtians Life. 
cannot harm him, fin cannot undo 
him. Trouble cannot overcome him. | 
O what a Life is a Believers Life 1 I am '| 
not ſpeaking of a Profeſſors Life only; | 
not one that performs Duty , bat one F 
that lives on Chrift. For me to live is 
Chriſt. © it is the fafeſt of Lives! 
Whatever you have'done you will ne- 
ver be fate; whatever you have pro- 
fefled, you will never be fate till you 
are bound up with Chriſt. There is 
nothing you cari'do in outward Duty, 
but the Devil will have more to fay 
againſt you, than you have to 'fay tor 
' Your ſelves. There is no fear, O Saint, 
whatever comes againſt thee , if thou 
art. in Chriſt. _ Therefore confider it, 
every one of yon, as you would ap- 
pear at the Great Day, and your Fa- 
ces not be aſhamed, pray ſee that Chriſt 
be yours, pray ſee that you can pro- 
duce. the Seals and Witneſs of the 
Spirit of God that you are Believers, 
or all your Profefſion will leave you 
miſerable. To live Chriſt is a ſafe Life, 
John 14. 19. ſaith Chriſt, Becauſe of hine 
gon ſhall live alſo. He lives, and you 
That livez he is in Glory, and you 
ſhall be in Glory ; he is on the "_ 
an 
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and you ſhall be on the Throne; he is 
bafored of the Father, and you are 
beloved of the Father. Believing in 
Chriſt is a ſafe way. 3 no way fafe but 
by believing in Chriſt. There is a 
poor Chriſtian in Troubles and Trials, 
bur he's happy, his Life is bound up 
in his -Lords Life, which is the Life 'of 
Lives. When Facob was in his Journey 
to Padan' Aram, when he came to lie 
down at night, he had but an hard 
Pillow.. Indeed many times it.1s hard- 
eſt with the outward Man, when it is 
beft with the inward Man : He had '.2 
ſtone for his Pillow, but a cordial for 
his Soul. A Ladder that reached from 
Heaven to Earth. 

"This "Ladder hath fix glorious 
Rounds, that make x Believer to aſcend 
up to the enjoyment 'of God, hts 
Birth, his Life and 'Dottrin,, his Dezth 
and ReſurreQion , kis Aſcenſion and 
Interceſſion. Chriſt 'is that Ladder 
that reacheth from Heaven to Earth's 
the Saints Salvation is begun,” carried 
- on, and finiſhed 'in and through and 
by him ; he is the Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith, we are elected ' in; him, 
Ppheſ. i. x2. Chriſt - is Principini Y 


Capig 
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Caprt EleFionjs, he is the firſt Elec, 
m whom, and for whom all other are 
eleted. God elected Chriſt to be Head 
of the Bedy, all the Members choſen 
3n him, he is made All to the believing | 
Soul, from firſt to laſt he is made of F 
God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sandifi- F 
cation and Redemption, 1 Cor.1.30. 

It was a Figurative Diſcovery of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ,, whoſe Deity and 
nes was ſet forth by this Lad- 

— | 

This Ladder may be conſidered, either 
3. Literally, and ſo it is repreſented to 
Jacob, the Providence of God, who tho 
he dwells in Heaven, extends his Care and 
Government to the Earth, and particular- 
hy makes uſe of the Angels, as miniftring 

pirits for the good of his people 5 and 
theſe Angels domot appear idle or ſtanding 
ftill, but always in motion, either aſcend- 
ing to God, to receive his Commands ; or 
deſcending to Earth for the execution of 
them 5 which was a moſt ſeaſonable Viſion 
. For Jacob i# his ſad and ſorrowful con- 
dition, that though he was forſaken and 
perſecuted by Men, and forced to flie a- 
way ſecretly for fear of his Life, yet he 
neither was nor ſhould be negleFed pl 
.  {aker 


24 el 


> OTIS RP 7-17 OE We OLE IINY 
< - < >= NE $0” 4: oa ARE 5 LEO hd fe bears MF _ " 8 4 n 
. - OATS -. RT” FE. ORE ICEE _ "" - ” =o " 
—_— SEL S By EL = $I 
: w- EE ah eV 


Chiiſt a Chiiſtians Life, 299 


ſaken of God in his whole Journey, Or, 


Myſtically, and ſo it repreſents Jeſus 
Chiſt, by whom Heaven and Earth are 
united, who is called the way to Heaven, 
which this Ladder was, who as the Head 
of Angels,is perpetually ſend- — 

ing them forth either to God, — 


' or from God, io miniſter to 


the Heirs of Salvation. | 
And he dreamed a Dream, and be- 
hold, a Ladder ſet upon the Earth, 
and the top of it reached up to Hea- 
ven, and behold the Angels of God 
aſcending and deſcending. Gem. 28. 
11. And he lighted upon a cer- 
tain place, and tarried there all night. 
It 1s beſt tarrying, though night, when 
Chriſt is preſent, becauſe the Sun was 
ſet. When outward Comforts go down, 
and Chriſt ariſes, it is a blefſed change. 
And he took, of the ſtones of the place, 
and put them for his Pillows. It is a 
bleſſed Lodging where Chriſt is. Azd 
lay down in that place to ſleep. Well may 
a Soul ſleep quiet,when Chriſt is preſent 
with him. Ard he dreamed a Dreamand 
behold, « Ladder ſet upon the Earth, and 
the top of it reached to Heaven, "This 
muſt be Jeſus Chriſt figuratively. - p 
FFI or 
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For Firſt, His Proteftion was ready, 
though this was but a Dream : God 
did viſit his People in Dreams of old, 
before Chriſt was manifeſt in the Fleſh. 
Jefus Chriſt, whoſe Humanity was 
{ſet forth, who humbled himſelf to the 
Death of the Croſs, he came from 
Heaven to Earth, he was truly God, 
truly Man. And behold the Angels of 
God aſcending and deſcending on it. Still 
thereare always miniſtring'Spirits about 
the Heirs of Salvation, ſtill they keep 
the Rounds of the Ladder ; they are 
ready to ſerve God, if they are ſent a 
thouſand Miles, yea, Mtlhtons of Miles, 
to miniſter to the Saints, ſhewing tilt 
only, that a Soul in Chriſt hath. pro- 
*tetion, and Guardian Angels to at- 
tend npon him, he hath the Chariots 
of God ta accompany him, P/41.68. 17. 
O Believer , what are you Chriſt's? 
And have. you ſo many Angels waiting 
on you daily 2 Where is your thank- 
fulnefs > Where is your Heart-love to 
God ? Pal. 34. The Angel of the Lord 
encamps round about thoſe that ſear binr. 
Have you Angels waiting and attend- 
ing on you? Angels aſcendiffgand dei- 
cending for your Good ? you are mo 
afe 
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fafe condition. Believing Souls, have 

you not found this Ladder many times 

when you have been in Trouble and 

under Deſertion; have you not found - 
your Hearts hard,your Comforts dead, 
your Souls caſt down 3 have not you 
found Jeſus Chriſt the Ladder, by which 
you have aſcended up to the Father ? 

Hath he not brought you out of that 
Wilderneſs condition ? | 


Wholoever thou art that feareſt the 
Lord, be of good courage, take thou 
no care, neither be faint-hearted, nor 
make any doubt of the Angels waking, 
watching and Prote&ion, for moſt cer- - 
tainly they 'are' about, and by thee, 
and do carry thee upon their hands. 
But how, or in-what manner > Take 
thou no care. God faith it, ,, 
therefore 1t muſt be fure-and'*  * 
certain. BY ab; : HC 6a 

Although+ now adays they appear 
not'vilibly, 'tior afford ſuch outward 
help, yet are'theſe-Heavenly- Meſlen- 
gers employed-for the ſafeguard and 
benefit-6t - tha Saints. As Embroidered 
TCherubitns effvironed the 'Ta- 
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ly Soldiers guard God's true Taber- 
nacle, the Church. 


Cant.3.6. Who is this that comes out of 


the Wilderneſs £ Who 1s this? From 
whence doth ſhe come ? From the Wil- 
derneſs 3 a Wilderneſs of Trials, Tem- 
ptations and Deſertions ; ſhe turns her 
Back on them, and her Face on Chriſt. 
And how doth ſhe come ? She aſcends 
like Pillars of ſmoke. What Incenſe 
hath ſhe ? She hath perfumed Incenſe, 
Myrrh and Frankincenſe, with all 
Powders of the Merchant, with the 
ſweet ſayour of Chriſt, with the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt : It aſcends, being 
drawn up by the Spirit of God ; it is 
perfumed, having Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs. No Powder of the Merchant 
can be ſweeter than the Prayers of a 
Saint to God in Chriſt; but they 
would not aſcend, if it were not for 
the Spirit of God. While Perſons 
employ their Gifts and Parts out. of 
Chriſt, they deſcend 3 t though they do 
perform Duty in the exaceſt manner, 
yet there is Evil enough in them for 
God to abhor it ; they axe as ſmoak 
in the Noſtrils of a puce God : But 


when they are perfumed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, they are a ſweet ſavour. There- 
fore be not afraid of thoſe weak Pray- 
ers, ſmoky Prayers, they are perfu- 
med with Chriſts Righteouſneſs. It may: 
be the poor Soul complains, I have been 
at: Prayer, but I have prayed with 
ſuch wandrings , and ſuch deadneſs, 
and ſuch coldneſs,' that I fear God 
will abhor me: But Soul, haſt thou 
breathed after Chriſt in them 2? Then 
Sonl, they are perfumed , they will be 
accepted in Chriſt: Therefore by Faith 
in Chriſt your Prayers are ſafe. O ble{- 
ſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt, bleſſed be 
God for the Perfume, and bleſſed be 
God for this aſcending; for you never 
would have aſcended, if it were not 
for the Spirit of God 3 nor have your 
Prayers perfumed , were it not for 
the ſweet Odour. of Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs. There are two things a carnal 
Heart is ready to do; if they do a 
Duty to their mind, then they are 
apt to be proud of it, and reſt on 
it 3 and if they do not do it to their 
Mind, then they are caſt down and 
complain, I cannot pray, I cannot pro- 


me. 
The 


fit by hearing, God hath forgotten ' 
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The: humble Godly believing Son, 
that hath made Chriſt his Life, he can 
truly ſay, Though I am poor in my 
ſel6,-yet I am rich in Chriſt ; Iamin- 
different and cold in Prayer, but Chriſt 
is my Offering and Altar, and there- 
_ foreinhim I put up all to God. There- 

fore you {ee how ſafe a Soul is that is 
in Chriſt. 

Firſt, Your Souls are ſafe, none can 
rob you of them 3 go where you will, 
your Souls are fafe in the hands of 
Chriſt; you that live Chriſt, know 
Chriſt, believe in Chriſt , lay hold on 
Chriſt, your Souls are ae indeed, he 
will keep you : Saith the Apoſile,2Tim. 
1.12. What I have committed to him, 
he will keepz my All I have left with 
him ; he that hath bought me, ;that 
hath paid the price, I have committed 
all to him : As you know, it -a;,Man 
hath purchaſed a rich Jewel, and leaves 
16 1n the hand of a truſty Friend 3-faith 
he, I have left it with one that. ;15 an 
able Man ; but 1s he faithfal ? Yes, . he 
. 18 4 very honeſt Man. O how much 
more - may we ſpeak of Chriſt ? Haſt 
thou committed thy Soul to Chriſt? 
Why 2 Becauſe he is able to pay what- 
ever 
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Jaſtice can demand : He hath paid it 
all : Whatever Troubles or TrialsI go 
through, Chriſt can bareme up. But is 


| Chriſt faithful? He is a faithful High 
| Prieft, faith Paxl, I have committed 
| my All to him. You do not know what 


you loſe by not committing your ſelves 


| to Chriſt : We commit onr ſelves to 
|. our ſelves, and that is our great loſs. 
| If you believe Chriſt to be faithful, 
| commit your Souls to him, it is ſafe to 
| leave your All with Chriſt. 


Sometimes a Man will not leave the 


worth of fix pence in another Mans 
| hand 3 why ? Becauſe he is in debr, 
| and ſo he thinks it is not ſafe. Chriſt 
@ 1s not in debt,he hath paid all that God 
{ hath demanded, therefore do you 
S commit your Souls to him; the Apo- 
J ſtle had committed his All to himz and 

truly Pau! had learnd very much of 
| the knowledg of Chriſt : For the which 


cauſe 1 alſo ſuffer theſe things 3 neverthe- 
leſs I am not aſhamed, for 1 know whom 
I have believed. Many times a perſon + 


E ſays, | am aſhamed, I.was fuch a Fool 


to believe ſuch a Perſon. : Many times. 


| you truſt to your own Heart 3 :ay, the 


more Fool you. Many .tunes you " 
= | 
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I truſt to my own Duties 3 ay,the more 
Fool you : But I have committed . my 
All to Chriſt: Why ? Becauſe I know 
him, I have left all with him, and1am: 
perſwaded:when I meet the great God, 
I ſhall not be a Farthing .in debt, for 
Chriſt hath paid all. I am perſwaded 
my Comforts will be ſafe; -I -am per- 
{waded my Hopes, my Faith, my Soul, 
my Body, my Treaſure, . are all fafe; 
when the poor. Hypocrite will be a- 
ſhamed, when the carnal Profeſlor 
will be aſhamed. Whatever Denomi- 
Nation Believers go under by a .re- 
proaching World, let them do all they 
Can , you that have committed your 
Souls to. Chriſt ſhall not. be aſhamed. 
Nevertheleſs I am not aſhamed, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, for I know whom I have believ- 
ed, and I am perſwaded that he is able to 
keep that which 1 have committed unto 
him againſt that day. Look to that 
day, that great day of accounts 1s com- 
ing, that day that you muſt meet God 
» at the Judgment-ſeat.' It Chriſt doth 
not then prefent his ſatisfaQtion for you 
to God, you muſt lie by it to all E- 
ternity : Burt if you are in Chriſt, your 
Souls are ſafe. Pax! was as ſure of 
, Glory, 
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Glory, as if he were in Heaven ; he 
was as certain of a Crown of Righte- 
ouſneſs, as 1f poſſeſs'd of it, 2 Tim. 4. 7, 
8. 1 have fought a good fight, I have fi- 
niſhed my courſe, [ have kept the Faith 
henceforward there is laid up for me a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
the righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that. 
day, and not to me only, but unto them al- 


| ſo that love his appearing. Friends,look 


to your Crown, look to your Souls, 
look to your Glory, ay, and.that you 
may ſecure them 3 look that”'you tay 
hold on Chriſt. Methinks.to-coriftder 
how many Millions of Souls will ſtand 


| 'at the great Day ſtrangers to. Chriſt, 


that have made a great Profeſſion 
of Religion, but have reſted upon 
their own Duties for Salvation, ſhould 
awaken us to throw our ſelves upon 
Chriſt alone in all we do for accep- 
tance before God. Do as many Du- 
ties as can be performed, if Chriſt be 
not yours at that day, you will be con- 
founded ; but if Chriſt is yours, your 
Souls are ſafe. 
But Chriſtians, are your Souls in the 

hands of Chriſt? Bought with the Blood 
of Chriſt? Have you committed your 

2 - Souls, 
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Souls to Chriſt > Do you live on him ? 
Pſal.37.5. Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
truſt alſo in bim, and he ſhall bring it to 
paſs 3 he will never fail them that 
commit themſelves unto him, Heb.r 2.8. 
Teſterday and to day the ſame for ever. 
It the World” be turned upſide down, 
he 1s the ſame for ever. 


Secondly, The Soul that lives Chriſt, 
his Soul 1s ſafe, none can rob him of his 
Comforts. 

Firſt, Aﬀictions ſhall not rob you 
of your Comforts. Truly I tell you, 
Friends, there are many, we hope they 
are Believers, but for want of a real 
demonſtration of Faith in Chriſt, and 
living on Chriſt, they are afraid in e- 
very Trouble, that God 1s coming to 
deſtroy them. But if Chriſt is your 
Life, who can deſtroy you 2 Mai, 10. 
28. And fear not them which kill the 
Body, but are not able to kill the Soul; but 
rather fear him which 3s able to deſtroy 
both Body and Soul in Hell. What hurt 
can all Aﬀiction do, when God 1s your 
God ? There 1s not one Aﬀicion 
comes but it is m Love. You may 
write Love upon all your bitter Por- 
tions, 
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tions, they are all ſafe, you have them 
from a kind and tender Phyſician that 
underſtands his PraQtice,*:ang loves his 
Patients, If it is a bitter Portion, yet 
Love and Care may be writ upon all. 
Many are apt to cry, God is againſt 
me, he is deſtroying me, he hath found 
me out 3 but when Chriſt 1s become 

your Life,it is all in Love from God. If 
a Child be running in a pl-aiant way, 
to the Rivers ſide, where :many Chil- 
dren have been drown<4d , and one 
pulls this Child away, it cries out, O 
let me go this pleaſant way 3; but 
the Perſon or Parent that pulls it a- 
way, knows the Danger that the Child 
doth not, therefore he plucks it away, 
tho againſt the Childs Will. So many 
times, when a Saint cries out, God is 
dealing with me in Anger, when God. - 
1s dealing with him in Love ; and tho 
it is a green and plealant way, the 
Lord prevents you by Afﬀictions front 
the Evil that otherwiſe you would fall 
into. My Sor, deſpiſe not thou the 
| chaſtning of the Lord, neither faint when 
thou art rebuked of him. It may be 
you will ſay,Do any deſpiſe the Lord ? 
Yes, when you murmur. Truly God _ 
RX 3 might 
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might have prevented this Afﬀiition, 
I cannot bear it, I ſhould have done 
well enough , had not theſe Troubles 
come upon me. But God is not wrath 
with a Believer,the Flame of his Juſtice 
hath taken hold of Chriſt.The Phyſician 
does not intend any hurt in. a bitter 
Portion. Chriſt hath paid dear for 
your Afﬀictions, that they might be 
ſanaified, Heb. 11. 6. Whom the Lord 
loveth he chaſtneth, and ſcourgeth every 
Sor whom he receiveth. It ye endure 
chaſtening, God dealeth with you as 
with Sons; for what Son 1s he whom 
the Father chaſteneth not ? But while 
a Soul is out of Chriſt, every. Preſſure 
1s a Laſh of Divine Juſtice : But a Soul 
in Chriſt may ſay, by his ſtripes am I 
healed, my Iniquities are laid upon 
him, God hath nothing againſt me, 
Chriſt hath paid all for me. 

When God calls his Children aſide, 
& correds them,they may ſay,l will go 
to my Father,and hear what he ſpeaks; 
for Chriſt hath paid all, bought all, 
and whatever the Cup 1s, though bit- 
ter, I will drink it up; though a Cup 
of Afﬀiiction, it is a bleſſed Cup. But 
Souls out ofChriſt,every thing robs _ 
O 
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of their comfort ; while they can do 
any thing,, and proſper in the World 
they go on bravely ; but let God touch 
them, and they are filled with Amaze- 
ment. Bur take Saints, rhat God is 
their God, Chriſt their Life, they can 
g0-0n comfortably. Lord, whatever 
bitter Portion I have, it 1s in Love. 
That God 1n.- anger chaſtiſes his Saints, 

is. impoſſible, for Chriſt hath born the 
Wrath of God, and hath ſatisfied Di- 

vine Juſtice, that God hath ;not one 
drop to pour out npon; you. that are: 
Chriſts. Your Afﬀictions'are- to keep. 
you from ſin, to ſubdue fin, to ſanctifie 
your courſe of Lite, . that you. may be; 
weaned from the World,. and. live to' 
God.. Many Perſons. bring a falſe. 
Charge againſt the Saints of: God in. 
their Affiictions,. as Job's Friends did a-: 
gainſt him : You will fay to the Godly, 
when they are afflicted,” The Hand of 
God is againſt yon, the Curſe of God. 

is upon you, the Devil and our cor-: 

rupt Hearts are very apt to make bad 

conſtructions of God's Dealings , and. 

to cloſe in with ſach conjectures. It 

Chriſt hath not paid all, there is fome-. 

thing for you to pay 3 but it youare 
% © Chriſt's, 
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Chriſt's, Chriſt hath paid all z there- 
fore Affliction cannot rob you of your 
comiort. 

Secondly, Juſtice cannot rob you: 
The Juſtice of God is fatisfed, you 
thay look Divine Juſtice in the Face 
boldly. There are two Men that 
walk very fearfully, the Man that 
borrows what he hath, and the other 
that ſteals that he hath. The one is 
afraid of an Arreſt, the other of hang- 
ing. So 1t 1s with poor Sinners z The 
ungodly Man. that calls not upon God 
at all, ſteals all, for he never asksGods 
leave 3 hefſteals the Mercies of God 
without asking God's leave whether he 
{hall have them or no. There 1s ano- 
ther, that is the Profeſlor that knows 
not Chriſt ; he indeed will ask God 
for Mercies and doth perform Duties 3 
he will pray, he will give thanks, and 
he will faſt,and, in his own conceit, do 
whatever God requires, but he refts 
here ; but notwithſtanding all this, Ju- 
ſtice 15 not ſatisfyed. It is your Duty to 
give thanks for Mercies, and your Duty 
to pray.,and your Duty to faſt. But do 
you think your Duties are Payments to 
God for what you receive.? And do 
you 
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you think, becauſe you perform Daty, 
you ſatisfie God? No, there will come 
a day of Reckoning, and you muſt 
le m Prifon till yon have paid the laſt 
Mite, if your Mercies are not bought 
with Chriſt's Blood ; but if pe Chriſt 
is become your Life, then all is paid 5 
for you have all your Mercies i a wa 
of Redemption. So the Pſalmiſt, P/a/. 
107.1. O give thanks unto the Lord , for 
he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever. 
Will giving Thanks entitle to theſe mer- 
cies? No, let the redeemed of the 
Lord ſay ſo : You that are Chriſts, all 
God's Mercies are yours, made over to 
you, every Mercy is bought and paid 
for. But an Unbeliever, every comfort 
he hath he muſt pay dear for, his Mer- 
' | cies and Talents are but borrowed; 
| but all the Mercies you have that are 
HK inChriſt, are bought with the Blood of 
| Chriſt, What you have is your own 
| in Chriſt Jeſus, therefore none can 
| take it from you. 
= | Thirdly , Satan cannot rob you of 
| your comfort, if you are in Chriſt; 
| he may caſt Floods after you, but 
| he cannot rob you 3 he may waſh you, 
| but ſha!l! not drown you. QUpor this 
Rock will I build my Church, and the 


Gates 
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Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

You are not. built on this Rock, that. 
have not Chriſt to be yours, do what 
you will; but taking hold on Chriſt, 

you are built on a Rock, Maz.16. And 
1 ſay alſo unto thee, that thou art Peter, 
and upon this Rock will I build my Church, 
* and the Gates of Hell ſhall not ld a- 
gainſt her. Chriſt 1s not only a Rock 
to uphold you, but he is Life:to keep 
yon, that all the Flouds that the Devil 
caſts after you ſhall not drown you 
Satan's Temptations may: come, and. 
may try you; the Saint-may ſee a great: 
Cloud arifing, but it ſhall nor drown 
him. David complains, That Deep. 
celteth unto Deep, and that the Waves 
and Billows were gone over him. Tho? 

there may be great Waves, great Tri- 

als, great Temptations, they ſhall not 
overcome you. I tell you, the Devil 
ſhall never drown you . that are in. 
Chriſt ; the Ship may be toſled,thepoor 
Saints may cry out, Lord, ſave, or we 
periſh ; but if. Chriſt is in the Ship, no 
fear, if Chriſt 1s yours ; if you are 
' tofled with Temptations, and perplex- 
ed with great Troubles, all the De- 


vil can do againſt you ſhall but ſtir 
you 


yo, 
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you up to awaken Chriſt, though he 
intends the undoing of your Souls. 
Have you Temptations or. Wand rings 
in Prayer? Does it not make you to 
cry to Chriſt more vehemently, to run 
to Chriſt more conſtantly, to rely on 
Chriſt more heartily? The -Devil's 
Temptations do but waſh away your 
Filth,you are kept ſtill upon the Rock, 
you ſhall not be drown'd : The loving- 
kindneſſes of the Lord are ſtill the 
tame to you, the Devil robs moſt of 
the World, he. robs them of their 
Time, and their Souls and Comforts, 
and they will certainly. be undone : 
But now though Satan does trouble 
you with Temptations and Corrupti- 
ons, you that are Believers, he ſhall 
not rob you of your comfort, becauſe 
you live on Chriſt. . 

_ Fourthly, Death ſhall 'not rob you 
of your. comfort. It Chriſt 1s yours, 
Death in and through Chriſt is conque- _ 
red, If a Lion or Bear did lie dead in 
the ſtreet, every little Boy would be 
ready to ſtand on them, and make no- 
thing of them 5 but if they were a- 
live, they would be afraid of them, 


and not dare to come near them : So 
Death 
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Death being conquered by Chriſt, the 
Sting being taken away, the weakeſt 
Believer in Chriſt may inſult over 
Death. Death comes peaceably.to tell 
you, God would have you come home 
to your Manſions of Glory. But a car- 
nal Man out . of Chriſt, Death nndoes 
him ; he may cry out, I am undone, 
loſt and damned for ever; I ſhall ne- 
ver breath on Earth more, I ſhall never 
hear a Sermon, I ſhall never have an 
Otter of Chriſt more, I am going to 
everlaſting Deſtruction : But to a Be- 
hever the Sting is taken out. Sin was 
the Inſtrument that bronght Death 1n- 
to the World, and the Death of Chriſt 
1s the Death of fin. A Believer, when 
he dies, may fay , I ſhall change my 
Life for a better. it doth not rob him 
of his Joys Enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord. When Chriſt, who ts your 
Life, ſhall appear, you ſhall alſo appear 
with him; I am going to hve a better 
Life, I am going to live with him that 
F hive to. Death is conquered to a Be- 
' Hever,it cannot rob you. 

Firſt, It cannot rob you of your 
Joy, for you are going to a better 
Life. A Believer may ſay, I am gotng 
where 
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where I ſhall never grieve God more, 
where I ſhall never cry more. Why 
hideſt thou thy Face ? I am going to 
that Chriſt I live to; my very Heart 
longs for him, whoſe Preſence I ſhall 
ere long enjoy: Youare but going out 
of the lower Room into the upper 5 
you are but going from the Church 
Militant below. to the Church Trmum- 
phant above 3 you are going up to him 
that came down to you : That Life is 
ſafeſt that Death cannot rob us of. O 
what a lamentable Outcry will there 

be with many at their Death ! There 
would be more Outeries with Sinners 
than there are when Death comes, but 
that the Devil ſtupifies them, that they 
do not cry. out till they are m Hell : 
But if Men were ſet on the brink of 
Hell, and could ſee the miſery they are 
going to, Chriſt not being theirs, O 
what a dreadful Outcry would there 
be ! But now a Soul in Chriſt may chal- 
lenge Death,O Death, where is thy ſling? 
O Grave,where is thy ViFory £ O Death, 
what haſt thou againſt me ? Chriſt” 
hath took away thy Sting. O you that 
have Chriſt your Life,how ſweet ſhould 
every Sermon be ? How {ſweet ſhonld 
Every 
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every Sabbath be ? How ſweet ſhoutd 
every Word be 2 Methinks your Souls 
ſhould be bound up in Love, Grace, 
Glory, and the Comforts and Bleſ- 
ſings of the Covenant of Grace; and 
when Death approaches, you ſhould 
think of Chriſts ſweet Words to you, 
Exter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. O 
what a joyful Day will the day of Death 
be to a Believer ! 

Secondly,Death cannot takeaway the 
comfort of a Believers Company. We 
are ſorry toleave our Relations and 
Friends and Company that we delight 
in here 3 but never was your Heart fo 
taken up with Delight in the Saints, in 
the beſt Frame that ever you were in, 
to the thouſandth part, to what you 
will be in Glory : But the Wicked will 
be rob'd of the comfort of their Com- 
pany 3 they will then curſe the Day 
that ever they ſaw each others Face 3 
but the Saints will meet all the glorious 
Saints, Patriarchs and Prophets: God 
1s yours, Chriſt is yours, and you will 
come to a glorious Aſſembly 3 the 
Company that you delighted in on 
Earth you will come to after Death, 


Heb. 1 2. 22,23. But je are come unto 
Mount 
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Mount Sion, and unto the City of the Jiu- 
ing God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem 3 and 
to an innumerable company of An- 
gels, to the General Aſſembly and 
Church of the firſt born , which are 
written in Heaven, and to God the+ 
Judge of all, and the Spirits of Jaſt. 
Men made perfeq&. What a glorious 
company are theſe! O how many glo- 
rious Suns will you ſee in one day? 
The very firſt moment you enter into 
Glory what a glorious fight will you 
ſee! O how will you admire that blet- 
ſed Face that was ſpit on for you! O 
how will you admire thoſe bleſſed 
Wounds in. his Arms, Legs, Side and 
Heart, that was made for your heal- 
ing ! Satan cannot rob you of. your 
company 3 you Joved the People of 
God on Earth, and you are going to 
them. So the Apoſtle comforts the 
Theſſalonians, that at the Death of their 
Relations they ſhould not complain, 
1 Theſ.4. 13, 14. But 1 would not have 
ou to be ignorant, Brethren, concerning 
them which are aſleep , that they ſorrow 
20t even as others that have 10 hope 5 for 
if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo which ſicep in 


eſus 
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Feſus, will God bring with him. Do not 
you fear, Death ſhall not rob yon of 
your company, Chriſt will bring them 
. with him. For this we ſay unto you, by 
the word of the Lord, that we are alive, 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord, 
Death cannot rob you of your glori- 
ous Company, the glorious Saints that 
are gone to Heaven before, and they 
that remain behind. You ſhall never 
loſe one Friend by Death. 

Thirdly, Death cannot rob the Be- 
liever of : his Life, for his Life is hid 
with Chriſt 5 when Death-comes they 
do but ſleep ; that Immortal Soul that 
God breathed into the Body that 1s 
now lving, that goes immediately into 
Immortal Glory. Death does but en- 
large it, and ſet it in that place where 
it will never be confined to a finful 
Body : The Saints will never cry out 
with David,P ſ.102.2. Hide not thy face 
from me inthe day when 1 am in trouble - 
But the time will then come that all 
his Fetters will be knockt off, and he 
will then indeed come to know that 
Life that he hath long wiſhed for : So 
that Death cannot rob them of their 
Lifes" they do but fetch a Nap in the 

| Eo Grave, 
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Grave till Chriſt comes and calls for 
them. If we would live for ever, let 
us live Chriſt now ; if we would not 
have Death kill us, let ns kill fin now, 
Rom.6.23. For the wages of ſin is Death, 
but the gift of God 3s eternal Life through 
Jeſus Chrif our Lord. So that there is 
eternal Lite laid up in Chriſt. Dying,it 
1s but a going out of your dark Cham- 
bers here below, to that Glory above, 
where you will have no need of a 
Candle, or the Sun 3 for God and the 
Lamb are; the Light of that place 
there the Saints ſhall never cry out, O 
my Heart, or, O my Head, but ſhall 
be taken up in the Arms of the Lord 
of Glory. When Chriſt appears, who 
is our Life, What then ? we ſhall a 
pear with him in Glory, Col. 3.3,4. By 
ye are dead, and your Life is hid with 
Chriſt in God : When ok who is our 
life ſhall appear, ther ſhall they alſo appear 
with him in Glory. The Saints, if they 
conlider, need not be ſo afraid at the. 
approaching of Death, for it will be. 
the real happineſs of their Sonls'; for 
then you, ſhall enjo} Y:that perfect Com- 
munion and Bleſſedneſs. that you;lang- 


tor bere on this ſide the GravegrgWe ; 
2 are 
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are willing to have reſt, but are loath 
to go to bed 3 we are willing to be 
releaſed of our fins and traubles, but 


we are unwilling to die, and we ſhall 


never be wholly freed from them till 
then. How lingring are we, as if our 
Defires were, that Chriſt's Chariot- 
wheels ſhould ſtay a little longer! But 
ſure were the Joy of this glorious Life 
more cleared up to us, we ſhould long 


to put off our Mortality, and to put 


on Immortality, 2 Cor.5. 1,2,3,4+ You 
that have Chrift for your Life are very 
iate, Death ſhall rob you of nothing 3 
for the Apoſtle faith, For hizz to live is 
Chriſt, and to die is gain. Death does 
but take away that clod that we carry 
about us, that we tnay fee the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs more glorious, and en- 
joy bum more perfealy in immortal 
Lite-and Glory. Death robs moſt, but 
ſhall nat. rob the Believer; you ſhall 
but make an exchange of Heaven for 


Earth, Glory for your Shame, Joy for 


Sorrow; for your crying and weeping 
here, praiſe and Hallelujahs above. 

© Fotrthly, Death ſhall not'rob you 
of your Treafure. Iadeed the Damned 
live, but it is a miſerable Life , living 
” | 
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Death in everlaſting chains. WhenDeath 
comes, the Treaſure of the Saint is per- 
fetly enjoyed : What they had an 
earneſt of before, now they have in 
poſſeſſion 3 now they ſhall put on the 
glorious Robe, and the Royal Crown 
on their Head 3 they ſhall put on the 
Crown of Glory and of Righteouſ- 
neſs; Henceforth is laid up for me a 
Crown of righteouſneſs. O what a lay- 
ing up 1s here! When the Apoſtle was 
ready to be offered np, ſaith he, I am 
ready to be offered up, but I ſhall loſe 
nothing by it, for I cannot have my 
Crown till I die, 2 Tz2z. 4. 7, 8. 1 have 
fought the good fight, 1 have finiſhed my 
courſe, 1 have kept the faith, henceforth is 
laid up for me a Crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge ſhall 
give me at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all that love his appearing. I am 
ready to go, I do not repent my going, 
I know very well the time .of my de- - 
parture is at hand : But what then ? 
| Though it be, 1 have fought the good 
frebt, 1 have kept the Farth, I have ved 
Chriſt, I have made him the hope of 
my Life, and now I ſhall receive my 
Crown : I have been in Tronbles and 
TE 1 T rials, 


, 
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Trials, and .in my Lords Battles, but 
now I am going to receive a Crown of 
Righteonſneſs: Why ſo? Had Paxl de- 
ſerved it by his Works? No, but as 
God is a righteous God, and had pro- 
miſed , Henceforth 3s laid up for me « 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous Judge ſhall give me at that 
day ; I ſhall haveit, when I am offer- 
ed up, when I am put to Death, and 
then ſhall I wear a Crown.an Immortal 
Crown on my Head for ever; and this 
1s not only tor me,but for all that love 
his appearing; they muſt needs love his 
appearing that have him for their Life. 
O the glorious Crowns that the Saints 
ſhall be crown'd with at that day ! a 
Crown of . Life that never withers. 
Herz our Comforts wither while we 
hoid them 1n' our Hand ; they wither 
like a Beautiful Flower, in the Morning 
it holds up its Head, but by Evening it 
is withered. A Crown of Glory that 
never fades away. O what treaſures 
will the Saints bave when Death comes, 
that have made Chriſt their Life ! The 
Worldling will loje his Treaſure, the 
Hypocrite will :loſe his hope, he will 
pever hope more; Job.-27.8, For what 

TL 5 A 75 
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is the hopes of the Hypocrite, though he 
hath gained, when God taketh away his 
Soul £ Tho he hath gained applauſe of 
Men, he ſhall loſe tt, Daz. 12. 3. And 
they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the bright- 
neſs of the Firmament,and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs as the Stars for 
ever and ever. What is the Hope of a 
Hypocrite , of a Chriftleſs Sou}, when 
he hath breathed his. Laſt, when his 
Soul fits quivering on his Lips? Alas} 
I have made a Profeſſion of Religion, 
I thought I had ſomething laid up, but 
all is loſt for ever. O that I ſhould 
hope in vain, and now the end of my 
hope is come, and not the Salvation 
but Damnation of -my Soul! Though I 
have done many things, and made'/ a 
clutter in the World,and eat and drunk 
in Chriſt's Preſence, it is all in vain that 
I have hoped, my ſtrength and my? 
hope is periſhed for ever 3 and: ther 
all his Peace 1s loſt ; No Peace, 1ſaith- 
my God, to the wicked. Then the 
Storm of Divine Vengeance will come* 
and awaken the falſe ' hope of the 
Hypocrite 3 then the Worldling will 
loſe all his Riches. The-Young Man 


was ſorrowful to leave all and follow 
CE "4 Chriſt. 
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Chriſt. Perſons are afraid to do any 
thing for Religion, for fear of wanting. 
But. whether the Young Man will part 
with all to follow Chriſt or no,he muſt 
leave all at Death , Death does ſpoil 
them of all their Treaſure : But it 1s 
not ſo with the Saint. The poor Chriſt- 
leſs Soul may ſay, when he conſiders 
his ſtate, Whatever I have, e're long it 
will be taken from me 3 if I have trea- 
ſured up the Worlds Goods, and have 
not made Chriſt my Life, I am like for 
ever to be undone; to uſe this World 
to God's Glory, will be our Mercy 3 
but to over-love it, it will be our un- 
doing 3 but Death to the Saint will be 
the year of Jubile, they ſhall have 
double for all their Trials, Troubles 
and Sorrows ; when Death comes they- 
ſhall have all reſtored to them; what- 
ever they have loſt for Chriſt, it will 
be gain then 5 they have Jaid up for 
themſelves a , good Foundation for 
time to come , as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
x 1719.6. 17,18,19. Charge them that are 
rich in this world, that they be not high- 
 aninded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, Th 
in the liviog ed, who giveth us richly all 
wg to enjoy 5 that they do good, that 


they 
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they be rich in good works, ready to diſtri- 
Bute, willing to communicate, laying up 
zn ſtore for themſelves a good foundation 
againſt the times to come, that they may 
lay hold on eternal Life. A good Foun- 
dation againſt the time to come 3; the 
Saints have their Treafure in ſtore 
when they go hence, Mat.6.20. Lay up 
for your ſelves treaſures in Heaven, where 
either moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and 
where Thieves do not break through nor 
ſteal. In Heaven there his Heart was, 
there his Hope was, there his Deſire 
was, there his Longing was, and now 
he comes to die his Treaſure is ſafe for 
him 3 then a Saint, while he lives, he 
_ need not fear Death, he lives a certain 
Life. 

Secondly, He may live comfortably. 
Firft, He may live certainly on com- 
forts. I am Chriſt's, and I know no- 
thing (hall pluck me from Chriſt. Iam. 
perſwaded: What are. you perſwaded 
of, Paul? IT am perſwaded that neither 
Life nor Death, nor Angels nor Prin- 
cipalities, nor Powers, nor things. pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other Creattire, 
ſhall be-able to ſeparate us fromthe 
ST & Love 
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Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus | 


our Lord. May not ſome Temptation, 


ſome Corruption over-fet you? No, \i 


faith he, they ſball not, I ſhall be a 
Conqueror through Chriſt, nothing 
ſhall ſeparate me from him, I am per- 
ſwaded Death ſhall not ; ifT live I live 
Chriſt, if I die ſhall live with Chriſt. 
Nor Angels; Good Angels will not, 
if they would they ſhonld not 3 nor 
bad Angels ſhall not, nor Principalities, 
nor Powers, nor things preſent 3 Buf- 
fitings, Reproaches, Scornings, Impri- 
ſonment , Sufferingsz what if you 
' £0 through all this, and are not ſepa- 
rate from Chriſt? Yet 1s there not 
ſomething to come ?. Do you not 
fear Death and Judgment that will 
be a Terror to moſt of the Sons 
and Daughters of Men. Whatever 
comes I ſtill am Chriſts, neither height 
nor depth ſhall ſeparate me from Chriſt. 
Let mine Iniquities reach up as high as 
Heaven, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
{t1]] higher. Nor Depths: It ſhall 
Not ſwallow a Believer up, he is held 
. fafe in the everlaſting Arms of infalli- 
ble Grace and Mercy. What a certain 
Life does a Saint live, that is ſure ne- 
Ver 
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ver to be ſeparated from Chriſt ? things 
'} preſent cannot do it, nor things to 
# come ſhall not. What a blefled Life, 
' an happy Life, a ſafe Life is this] © 
poor Chriſtleis Soul, how uncertain 
doſt thou live! You are not ſure of 
abiding here one moment. The World 
is ike an handful of Sand running 
through your Fingers, like the Air 
that you breath in, that you cannot 
hold a moment in your Fiſt. But the 
Believer hath a certainty, he can afſure_ 
himſelf he ſhall never be poor and mi- 
ſerable, nor deprived of true Happi- 
nefs, but ſhall be ſafe for ever in the 
Hands of Chriſt : As for this World, it 
1s uncertain 3 how long we ſhall enjoy 
Life, Liberty, or any Mercy we know 
not. . But the beſt Counſel I can give 
you, 1s to get Chriſt, and then you will 
be ſafe : Things, may have a good 
Aſpe& one day, and another day as 
bad, but yet in Chriſt you are ſafe 
for ever, 1n Lite, in Death, and to all 
Eternity. Here you are certain of no- 
thing, Favour of Men,or high. or low, 
rich or poor, is unconſtant 3: the Wheel 
turns in a moment. . But if you have 
Chriſt you have a certalp Lite.. O how 
COM» 
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comfortably may a Saint live in all 
troubles and changes whatſoever, that 
hath Chriſt for his Life. We uſe tq ſay, 
It is an ill Wind blows no body good. 
But I fay, let the Wind blow as ill as * 
will, it blows the Saint always good : 
that the Soul may fay, Let what will 
come live well. We may compare a | 
Saint that is troubled for ontward | 
things, to a Man that hath an" Orchard 
full of Trees laden with Fruit, but be- 
cauſe the Wind has blown off the 
Leaves, fits down and weeps. If one 
ſhould ask, What do you weep for ? 
Why, my Apple-tree Leaves are gone. 
Why, you have your Apples, have you 
Not? Yes; then what a fooliſh Man 
are you to weep for a few Leaves, that 
might hinder both ſight and ripening of 
your Fruit 2 The comforts of this 
World are but Leaves: Why do' you 
weep for the Leaves, while you have 
the-Fruit 2 Glorious Promiſes, Glorious 
Peace', Glorious Pardon , Riches of 
Grace, Hope of Glory, and fet down 
'to weep' or be caſt down for the Loſs 

of .a few worldly comforts. And the 
truth of it is, ſo narrow are our Spirits, - 
ſo unbelieving are our Hearts, that we 
| many 
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many times weep for Loſles here, as if 
we had no better Portion. What,weep- 
ing while the Boughs hang full of Fruit? 
What, weep while your Souls have the 
glorious Promiſes, and glorious Peace, 
and glorious Pardon, and a glorious 
Chriſt, and hopes of Life Eternal 
through him? Will you weep for a few 
outward Loſles and Croſſes, while 
your Souls are filled with Fruit 2 While 
your Souls are as Trees bringing forth 
Twins ? This 1s much to be lamented, 
that the Saints do thus mourn for out- 
ward comforts 3 let the Wind blow 
which way it will, it cannot take a- 
way your Life: Yon may eat of the 
Fruit of the Tree of Life in the midſt 
of Paradice, that you may leave your 
Drops below, and come to the full 
Fountains above. If a Man hath e- 
nough, he may afford to loſe a little. 
Saith the Pſalmuſt, I have a goodly He- 
ritage, the Lord is my Portion,P/al.16. 
5,6. The Lord is the portion of mine In- 
heritance and of my cup 5 thou maintaineſt 
#2y lot 5 the lines are fallen to mein 4 
pleaſant place, yea, 1 have a goodly Heri- 
tage. While Chriſt is my Lite,my Glo- 
ry, my Portion, I have a goodly Por- 

| _ 
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tion: May be the Winds may ariſe, 
Storms of Afﬀiction, Storms of Trou- 
ble, the Lord. knows what may be; 
bat make ſure of Chriſt; let the Wind 
blow what way it will, it can but blow 
off the Leaves, it cannot take away 
the Fruit. The Church faith in Lav. 3. 
24. The Lord was her portion , ſhe would 
bope in him. Is it fo, that a Believers 
Life is bound up in Chriſt? There is 
a great deal of difference between a 
Believer and another Man at Death : 

What are the thoughts of a carnal 
Man at Death? What if they were 
known to the Standers-by! My Life 1s 
done, and my Miſery ts come, O that 
- I were to live in the World, and never 
die. But what is a Believers thought ? 
O, ſaith he, that my Heart may be 
ſetled on Chriſt,that I may know Chriſt 
to be my Life, and God mine, I would 
bleſs his Name for ever. There is'a 

difference between a moral Man and 
a Believer : How is it? I have Jiv- 
ed honeftly, I have done no body any 
harm, God deal with me as I have 
done with others. Now a Believer 
wilt diſcourſe of things in another 


manner, 1 have nothing in my ſelf, 'I 
am 
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am fin and ſinful, but Chriſt is my 
Life, therefore I defire not to ſtand m 
one of my good Works in Judgment, 
but wrap up my felt wholly in Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs. Come to a Legal Man, 
one under the Law, O I would pray 
more; faſt more, if I were to live 
longer. Thus he would do a great 
deal of Work 1n a little time, not con- 
ſideringit he lives longer he carries the 
ſame Heart about him. But a Believer 
ſaith, If I am to live it ſhall be by 
Faith. I, would believe more, know 
Chriſt more, I would live upon Chriſt 
more, and when I die I would die in 
him, and be found 1n him at the great 
day. 

3 Lafer. Is it fo that a Ecliever” 3 Lite 15 
bound up in Chrift 2 What bonndlels 
Love was this in God to poor Sinners, 
that he unboſoms himſelf to them, 
that he ſhould grve Chrilt to be their 
Life ! When they were carnal, wicked 
and ſinful, that then Jeſus Chriit ſhould 
be toveated nnto them 3 that the Lord 
ſhould beſtow on dead Sinners ſuch a 
prectous Lite , who were by Nature 
poor, dead, heavy Lumps of 'Hell ? 
Whar infinite inrpaſhng Love' is this, 
that 
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that ſhould give ſuch a Life to raiſe up 
Lumps of Hell to Heavenly Glory! 
Chriſt cloathed himſelf with Human 
Fleſh and Blood, that ſo he might be- 
come an Infinit Maſs and boundleſs Sea 
of viſible ſpeaking, breathing, weeping, 
bleeding, living, dying Grace: All the 
glorified Saints and Angels are but liv- 
ing Monuments, and ever-living Te- 
nants of this Free Grace ; this Grace 
of Chriſt perfumeth Heaven and 
. Earth: All the Grace which God doth, 
or can put forth' for the Salvation of 
Sinners, 1s laid up and exhibited by 
Chriſt ; he has broad and ſtrong Shoul- 
ders, Which can bear to Heaven the 
moſt heavy Lumps of Hell. There 1s 
more Force and Omnipotence 1n 
Chriſt's Infirmity and Sufferings, than 
in all the ſtrength and efficacy of Men 
and Angels. There 1s more Life in 
 Chrifts Death, more Riches in his Po- 
verty, more Victory in his hanging on 
the Croſs, than in all the World be- 
ſides; yea, Chriſt's very Sighs, Tears, 
Sweat, Stripes, Reproaches and Faint- 
 Ings have a Sovereign Efficacy in 
them for the procuring and conferring 
Grace on his redeemed ones. Thence 
| we 
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we receive of Chriſts Fulnefs Grace for 
Grace. Look as the Child receiveth 
from his Parent Limb for Limb, Mem- 
ber for Member ; as the Sons of Adam 
receive all of his Fulneſs, Sin for Sin. 
Luſt for Luſt, ſo Chriſts regenerated 
ones receive of his Fulneſs, Grace for 
Grace 3 there 1s not any Grace in the 
Heart of Chriſt, but his Members have 
an Impartment and Reſemblance there- 
of, Now this infinite Plenitude of 
Grace in Chriſt, which renders him fo 
glorious, proceeds origmally from the 
Election of God the Father; for all 
the Treaſures of Grace are originally 
lodged in the Sovereign good pleaſure 
_ or Heart of God the Father, who has 
ordained Chriſt as Mediator, through 
whom all are to be conveighed to the 
Ele&. This ought greatly to be re- 
marked or heeded \ i the Friends of. 
Chriſt, that albeit the: Divine Eflence 
and Sovereign Will of God be the 
Original, Fountain of -all Grace, yet he 
has determin'd that not one drop of 
this Grace (hall be derived unto Sui- 
ners, but through Chriſt a Mediator. 
This'1s the gret Myſtery of the Goſpel, 
the great Wonder of Heaven and Earth, 
on hs ' "that 
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that the bleſſed God, who is the Foun- 
tain of all Grace ſhould 
—_—— condeſcend to 
aints Amity wich : 
God in Chrift. Sinners, as to aſſume 
Human Nature, and to 
make it a Receptacle and Vehicle to 
convey all Grace unto them. 

4 Infer. Is Chriſt a Believers Life, 
and ſuch a Life as hath been diſcoutſed: 
How ſhould Behevers be endeared to 
Jeſus Chriſt 2 What a thriving, happy, 
bleſſed, glorions, ſurpaſſing Life do 
Believers live ! It 1s natural to Perſons 
to love their Lives more than all En- 
Joyments. What Coſtand Pains will 
Perſons be at to preſerve their natural 
Lives ? but what are all the Lives that 
have been fince Adam to the end of 
the World, if compared with Chrift, 
who 1s. a Believers Life ? all their pre- 

{fent and future Bleſſings are bound up 
' In this Life : What cauſe hath every 
every Believer to mourn, that they 
love Chriſt ſo little, that hath loved 
them ſo much ! His Love to them paſ\- 
ſeth Knowledge, the Depths of it can 

| Never be fathomed. With what pur- 
ofe of Heart ſhould every Believer 
cleaveto Chriſt ! Chriſt loved with his 
whole 
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whole Heart,as it doth appear by what 
he hath ſiffered for his redeemed ones. 
Methinks I ſhould hear a Believer fay 
with Peter, Lord, thou knoweſt I love 
_ #hee, It 1s much to be lamented, Chriſt 
hath many profetled Friends, but few 
real Lovers; as a Learned Author faith, 
Multi ofculantur Ghriſtum, panci vero a- 
mant, Many kiſs Chriſt, but few love 
him. 

Many do as Orpha did to her Mo- 
ther Naomz, Kiſs and take their leave. 
And many with FJzdas, Kiſs and be- 
tray : But Oh with what an hearty and 
fervent Love ſhould every Believer 
love Chriſt ! 

5 [xfer.ls Chriſt a Believers Life? Then 
what Life ſhould there be 1n a Believ- 
ers Love towards each other ! They 
that are bound up in the fame bundle 
of Lite, ſhould be bound up in a 
bundle of Love. How can our Love 
be hid from them, in whom we ſee the 
Love of Chriſt appear? How can thoſe 
pretend to be made partakers of the 
Life of Chriſt, that are Strangers to 
the Love of Chriſt? Rivers of Waters 
ran down David's Eyes, becauſe Men 
kept not God's. Law. Have we not 
Z caule 
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caſe in our days to ſhed a Flood of 
Tears, that Chriſtians break Chriſt's 
' new Commandment, who hath com- 
manded his Diſciples to love one ano- 
ther. There are many that -pretend to 
be paſſed from Death to Life, but few 
there are that love the Brethren. Are 
not many ſo bound up in their own 
Opinion,as if their whole Salvation lay 
therein, laying ſuch weight and ſtreſs 
thereon, as if none could be faved, 
but them that jump in with them in 
their Opinion, while 1t may be all the 
while they are groſly miſtaken ? But if 
their Form and way of Worſhip be 
right, they miſtake the Mark, that reſi 
there for Salvation. How do uch 
deſpife Perſons holier and ſound- 
er in the Principles of Religion than 
themſelves? and while they profeſs 
themſelves to be Chriſtians of the 


bigheſt Rank, they deny an Article of 


our Chriſtian Faith, that all that own 
themſelves Chriſtians profeſs to be- 
heve, vis. the Communion of Saints, de- 
nying Fellowſhip with them that have 
Fellowſhip with the Father, and his Son 
Chriſt Jeſusz ſuch as are bound up in 
nailer things,asTith of Mint, Annis arid 
| Cumran:, 
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Cummin, neglect the weightier mat- 
ters, Judgment, Mercy and Faith ; 
not but that it is good to be zealous for 
every Truth of Chriſt ; but not to let 
our Zeal run out more in the Form 
than the Power of Godlineſs, as the 
Phariſees of old did. Where Love is 
wanting, the life and power of Godli- 
neſs is abſent from ſach Perſons. If 
Love to the Brethren is a mark of 
Grace , I believe many that account 
themſelves very good Chriſtians fail of 
that mark , except none are their Bre- 
thren but thoſe of their own Opinion 3 
then Papiſts, and Quakers, and all ſuch 
Perſons that hold together in a curſed 
Unity to uphold damnable Hereſics, 
may be ſaid to love the Brethren, as 
well as ſuch; for they love not for 
Chriſt's ſake,nor as they bare the Image 
of God, but for Opinions ſake. They 
that love the Brethren, that love ſuch 
as have the Lord Jeſus formed upon 
their Hearts, will love every perſon 
that 1s ſound in the Faith, and holy in 
. Life, though he differ in Jadgment in 
ſome outward Forms. Perſons being 
great in their own Eyes, makes.them 


look fo loftily upon their Brethren, as 
£2 2 Luther 
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I ather ſaith of himſelf, Tantus eram 
ſanFus ut puriſſemus fuerim omnes ſi po- 
tuiſſem occidere, T was ſo great a Saint 


in my own eſteem, that I was ready to 
ſlay all ifT could 3 and this he did out 


of a blind Zeal. The Pride of Men's 


Hearts, together with their blind Zeal, 
cauſe perſons to exalt themſelves, and 
ſtrive to mak= the DoGrin and Life of 
others odious to the People,altho they 
are ſuch as God has given his Orim 
and Thummim to. While Perſons are 
contending about Words, and diftra- 
Qing their Hearcrs with things that 
concern not their Salvation,and endea- 


vouring to beget a Prejudice in their 


Hearts againſt Godly Miniſters, they in 
the mean time negle& to preach down 
Herefies and falſe Dofrins, that ſtrike 
at the Principles of Faith, and welfare 
of immortal Sonls. Surely all thoſe that 
are begotten from the Dead unto a 
lively hope by Chriſt Jeſus, will love 
all thoſe that are made partakers of 
the ſame Life, and will not ceaſe daily 
to mourn for their Deficiency therein. 

6 Infer. 1s Chriſt a Believers Life, 
and ſuch a Lite as you have heard? then 
what a miſerable ſtate is a Chriſtleſs 
Soul 
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Soul in! A ſtate of Darkneſs while 
they live, a ſtate of miſery, when 
they die; the Cup of Wrath without 
mixture, eternal miſery will be the 
portion of the wick ed. Oh what a ſtate 
of blindneſs and darkneſs do they live 
on Earth ? And what a ſtate of miſe- 
ry will they be in in the other World? 
But you may ſay, How ſhall I know 
that Chriſt 1s mine? I ſhall lay down 
a few Characters 3 but I ſhall 


Firſt, Shew who they are that 
have not Chriſt for their Life. 


Secondly, Who they are that have 
Chriſt for their Life. I ſhall begin with 
the Negative. 


Firſt, That Soul that was never fick 


| unto Death for Chriſt, never yet had 


Chriſt for its Life 3 that Soul that ne- 
ver ſaw himſelf undone without Chriſt, 
that Soul never made Chriſt his Life: 
They that never groan under the bo- 
dy of Sin and Death, that never cried 
out, Wo is me, I am undone, what 
ſha)l I do to be ſaved ? they are dead 
in Treſpaſles and Sins.: They that never 
L 3 ſaw 
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ſaw the Sentence of Death in them- 
ſelves, never made Chriſt their Life, 
2 Cor.1.9. But we had the Sentence of 
Death in our ſelves, but in God wiich 
raiſeth the dead. 


When a Soul comes to ſay, Alaſs, I 
have gone as far as I can, but I cannot 
get peace nor comfort by all I do, 
therefore I muſt lie down and periſh 
if I have not Chriſt to be mine ; I 
have nothing of my own to cover me, 
I ſhall be naked ; if I have not his 
Blood to waſh me, I ſhall die in my 
fins. If you believe not in me, ſaith 
Chriſt, you ſhall die in your fins. Bet- 
ter die on a Dunghil, better die in a 
Priſon, better die in a Fiery Furnace 
in Chriſt, than in a Palace out of him. 
But what remedy ſhall there be to ſave 
us from our ſins? Why, Chriſt doth 
not ſet them to work for Life, - but 
to believe in him, who 1s the believin 
Sinners Life. Let a Legaliſt or Forma- 
liſt, they that never were pained at 
| the Heart with a ſenſe of their undon 
ſtatez they that have not Chriſt for 
their life 3 what 2 deal of difference is 
between a Bcliever and them, as much 
as 
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as thereis between a perſon that 1s {ick, 
and another that is dead: He thar is 
dead.,it he be laid on the ground, there - 
is all quiet,and lay a Weight on him he 
is quiet 3 but go and lay your Ear at 
the ſick Man's Bed, and there is groan- 
ing and crying, O my Head, O my 
Heart ! What is it you want ? I want 
Breath, I want a Phyſician, I want Lite. 
We preach Chriſt to you peor finners, 
What 1s the reaſon? You do not groan 
for this Chriſt : Why ? You are dead 
in your fins: You go away,and it may 
be ſome particular things we tell you 
of, you can repeat them when you: go 
home. Some particular Duties you 
performybut are your Souls awakened ? 
Do you groan for Chriſt? Do you go 
home pained at the Heart ? Was Chriſt 
ever your Life ? Do you cry out, I am 
dead and undon without Chrift be my 
Life ? If you were fick at Heart, and 
were pained for Chriſt, we ſhould hear 
of you : It may be you go to hear as 
your fancy leads yon, but not with a 
ſenſe of your wants. You fancy ſomtimes 
this Man, ſometimes that Man, but were 
your Souls ever fick for Chriſt 2 Did 
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your Hearts ever break .within you : 
Did your Souls ever mourn in ſecret, 
Lord give me a Chriſt? I am afraid of 
this little number, many that are dead, 
that Chriſt was never your Life. When 
perſons are in a Swound,put Spirits or 
any thing into their Noſe they do not 
miad itz but when they come to them- 
ſelves, they cry aut, I am fick, O give 
me ſomething. Saith our bleſſed Lord 
Jeſus, Fobr 5.25. Verily, Verily I ſay un- 
fo you, the hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the 
Sor of God 5 and they that hear ſhall 
live, When Chriſt comes with an et- 
tecual Call by his Spirit to the Heart 
in his Word, it raifes up the dead Man. 
If there be a whole Family dead,there 
1s not one Groan heard 3 but it one 
that is alive be fick or in pain, he fills 
the place with Groans. Talk of any 
thing rather than Chriſt 3 any preach- 
ing is for ſome Men rather than Chriſt, 
that is fooliſhneſs to ſome : Ay but 
Soul, whether thou wilt have Chriſt or 
no, we mult preach Chriit, and then 
we can give up our account with Joy. 
It 15 the whole Work of a Miniſter to 
preach Chriſt 3 whatever Duties are 

\_ Spiritual, 
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Spiritual, they all flow from Chriſt 5 
but where Chriſt is not dwelling in the 
Soul, all they perform is dead and for- 
mal. Silent Profeſſor , quiet Profel- 
ſor, quiet with outward Duties, with 
a Form of Religion, and ſo reſt un- 
til you are undone. It once God calls 
you, and awakens you by the effeCtual 
working of his$Spirit, then your Souls 
will cry out, O give me a Chriſt ! If 
I have not the Blood of Chriſt I am 
undone ! If I have not the Righteouſ- 
ne of Chriſt I am undone : It I have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt I am none of 
his: And whoſe are you then ? The 
Devils, Ro-r.8.9. Now if any man have 
20t the ſpirit of Chriſt he is none of his. 
There is no middle ſtate, you are the 
Devils that are not Chriſts ; you are 
dead in ſin under Bondage, if you have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt : Be what you 
- will, a Profeſſor, a Perſon in Commu- 
nion, or-out of Communion, be rich 
or poor, a perſon of Gifts, a perſon 
that can hear, read and pray, it you 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, you are 
none of his. When the dead perſons 
were raiſed up by Chriſt, ſomething 
was called for them to eat. O, 
faith 
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faith the Sou], when he is awakened 
by Grace, give me a Chriſt or I periſh. 
O that I had a Cordial of his Blood ! 
I want his Blood, I want his Righte- 
ouſneſs, his Promiſes ; they ſhall hear 
the Voice of the Son of God and hve. 

It is called a Vivification. We are by 
Nature dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, in 
onr deliverance from them we are ſaid to 
be quickened, Eph.5. 5. Though dead, we 
hear the woice of the Son o God and 
live, beings made alive unto God through 
Jeſus Chri/?, Rom. 6, 11. Now no ſuch 
Works can be wrought in us, but by an ef- 
feFnal Communication of a Principle of 
Spiritual Life, and nothing will deliver 
#s. Some think to evade the power of 
this Areument, by ſaying , that all theſe 
Expreſſions are metaphorical, and arguing 
from them are but fulſom Metaphors 5 and 
it is well if the whole Goſpel be not a 
Metaphor to them : But if there be not ar 
Impotency in us by Nature unto all As 
of Spiritual Life, like that which is in a 
dead Man unto the AG of Life natural, 
if there be not a like power of God re- 
quired unto our Deliverance from their 
condition, and they work in us a Princi- 
ple of Spiritual Obedience, as it is _ 
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ved nnto the raiſing of- him that is dead. 
They may as well ſay, that the Scripture 
ſpeaks not truly , as that it ſpeaks meta- 
phorically , and that the almighty Power, 
the exceeding Greatneſs of God's Power 
that is put forth, are exerciſed herein, 
Eph.1.18. Col. 2. 12, 18. 2 Thefl.1.11. 
2 Pet. 1. 3. And what do theſe Men intend 
by this quickning , this raiſing from the 
Dead by the power of God 2 A perſwaſion 
of our minds by rational motives taken 
from the Word, and the things contained 
init, But was there ever heard of ſuch 
'a monſtrous Expreſſion 2 If there be no- 
thing elſe in it, what could the Holy Wri- 
ters intend,by calling ſuch a Work as this, 
a quickning of them who were dead 
in treſpaſſes and ſins through the mighty 
power of God, unleſs it were by a noiſe 
and inſignificant Words to | 
draw us off from a right Dr. Owen on the 
underſtanding of what is _ 95" 
intended, and it is well 

if ſome are not of that mind. 

Do you hear the Voice of Chriſt 
continually in theWord preached ? but 
you muſt hear another Voice, or you 
are undone for ever. If the Voice of 
the Miniſtration of the Word, without 

the 
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, the Power of the Spirit, would awa- 
ken Men,there would be fewer in Hell, 
and more in Heaven than there are. 
This is the external means ; but yet 
there muſt be the pouring out ofthe 
Spirit, or elſe this will do no good.. 

And here I ſhall ſhew how the Spi- 
rit of God works on the Heart. 

Firſt, The Spirit of God works ef- 
fefually, that 1s, the Voice of the Son 
of God. How long may we preach 
the Reſurrection' of the Dead to a 
dead Man before he riſes? but that 
Reſurrection that is preached when 
Chriſt comes with the Sound of the 
Trumpet, and faith, Ye dead ariſe; 
preſently the Dead ariſe. We may 
come and found the Trumpet in the 
Ears of Sinners, but they will not 
hearken, till Chriſt come by the ef- 
fecual working of his Holy Spirit ; 
then it works indeed, AZs 16.14. ſpeak- 
ing of Lydia, whoſe Heart the Lord 
opened, and then ſhe attended to the 
things of the Kingdom of God, Ard a 
certain Woman named Lydu, a veller of 
: Purple of the City Thyatira, which wor- 
ſhipped God, heard us, whoſe Heart the 
Lord opened, that ſhe attended unto the 
: | things 
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things that were ſpoken of Paul. She 
attended as one whoſe Heart was 0- 
pened, and was ſick for Chriſt, and 
rejoyced to hear Chriſt preached. 
Secondly, The Spirit of God comes 
and perſwades the Heart to cloſe with 
Chriſt. Saith a ſick perſon, I am per- 
ſwaded if I could but have ſich a Phy- 
ſician I ſhonld be cared, healed of my 
{ſickneſs : So poor Souls lie complaining, 
but not in Deſpair ; they are ſick un- 
to Death, but yet ſhall not die 3 they 
ſee themſelves loſt without Chriſt, yet 
ſhall not die for want of Chriſt: The 
Spirit perſwades them to embrace 
Chriſt, John 6. 45. It is written, they 
ſhall be taught of God ;, every man there- 
fore that hath heard and learnd of the 
Father cometh unto me. It 1s written in 
the Prophet, they ſhall be all taught 
of God : Is this ro leave oft all teach- 
ing? No, they ſhall be all taught of 
God: How 2 Why God ſhall teach 
them by the Power of his Sptrit in the 
Word : And how then ? Every Man 
therefore that hath heard and learned 
of the Father cometh to me : God 
teacheth them by the Word, and the 
Spuit perſwades them there is Life in 
> Chriſt 
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Chriſt : The Soul is perſwaded to cloſe 
with Chriſt ; for the Soul that is ſick 
for Chriſt ſhall never die. Saith Chriſt, 
He that believeth on me ſhall never die. 
But the ſick Sinner is perſwaded that 
Chriſt can heal him, and will heal 
him ; he groans, but not in Deſpair; 
he ſighs, but not as a Perſon that is 
out of hopes, but does believe that 
Teſis Chriſt will be his Salvation, and 
1s his Life ; he ſhall hear the Voice of 
the Son of God : The preaching of 
the Word is the means, but it muſt be 
the Spirit of God that muſt work and 
make 1t effecual 3 and then the Soul 
makes no delay, no confideration of 
this or that,but cloſes with Jeſus Chriſt, 
as a dying perſon cloſes with a Medi- 

cine that may cure him. 
- Thirdly, The Voice of Chriſt is a 
Voice that engrafts it ſelf with power 
in the Heart. The Apoſtle ſaith, Jam. 
1.21. Receive with meekneſs the engraffed 
word, which is able to ſave your Souls. 
They are peſwaded that Jeſus Chriſt 
1s their Life, the Promiſes of Chriſt 
are become theirsz though they are 
ſick of Love to Chriſt, they ſhall not 
die for want of Chriſt. Ask Believers 
what 
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what it 1s they want; they will tell 
you , they want more ſtrength from 
Chriſt, more knowledge of Chriſt, 
more Communion with Chriſt: Now 
they that have not had thele Symptoms 
of Life, lie yet in the Grave of fin, and 
the Worm of Conſcience feeds on them, 
and they feel it not : Millions feel not 
the Worm of Conſcience till they come 
to Hell. Saith Chriſt, ] came not to call the 
righteous, but ſinners to repentance. The 
whole need ns Phyſician, but they that are 
- fick, The Second Character of ſuch 
that never made Chriſt their Life, are 
thoſe that never ſee themſelves poorand 
undone without Chriſt. Thou ſayeſt 
thou art high, and increaſed in Goods, 
and haſt need of nothing, and knoweft 
not that thou art wretched and miſe- 
rable, and poor, and blind, and na- 
ked, Rev. 3. 17. What, withour Chriſt; 
and not cry out, thou art poor, miſera- 
ble and undone ! They that. never ſee 
themſelves poor, miſerable and un- 
done, are yet without Chriſt. What, 
without Chriſt,and well enough! What 
hath enrich'd you? Need of nothing! 
What, are you well enough withour 
Chrift2 Thou fayeſt, I am encreaſcd : 
| Vaat, 


What, can you patch up with any Du- 
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ties, with any Hopes, with any thing 
below Chriſt ? But, faith Chriſt, thou 
art poor, and wretched, and miſerable, 
and blind ,and naked. 3lz. They never 


made Chriſt their Life, that never pri- - 


zed that glorious Goſpel that brings 
them T:dings of this Life. If a Man 
be ſick unto Dearth, as he thinks, bring 
him ridings of Lite, 1t 1s the beſt News 
he can hear of; bring him Tidings that 
his Will 1s made, his Eſtate 1s ſetled, 
very well 3 but how 1s 1t with you ? 
IT am a dead Man: OSir, but I have 
bronght one with me, that ſaith, he 
can certeiniy cure you : This ts the beſt 
News, faith he, that you have brought 
me: So 1s Jeſus Chriſt come to 
fave poor Sinners, of whom I am the 
chief, ſaith a poor Soul. This is a Say- 
ing worthy of all Acceptation. They 
that-do not prize the Goſpel, and find 
it the ſweeteſt thing in the World, yet 
have not Chriſt for their Life : There 1s 
that in Nature that perſons muſt be 
doing ſomething, that they may obtain 
Blefledneſs. The 1/raelites ſtriptthem- 
ſelves for to make them a God : So do 
formal Profeſlers, they will be at much 
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Coſt and Charge for an outward Pro- 
feſſion., and then fall down and adore 
their own Doing; but to prize this 
Goſpel, that brings them News of a 
Redeerner, it 1s very rare to find one 
among many. But now the Soul that 
longs for Chriſt, is ſick for Chriſt, re- 
Jjoyces to hear theſe glad Tidings. Saith 
Paul, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is 4 faithful 
ſaying, and worthy all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Feſus came into the World to ſave 
feuners, of whom I am chief. It is the 
beſt News that ever I heard: If the 
Goſpel is not joyful News to you, 
if it doth not affe& you, you never 
had Chriſt, When a Soul comes to 
cloſe with Chriſt, he faith, And is 
there hope for me, and did Chriſt die 
for me? And did Chriſt come to be 
Life for me ? O welcom News,the beſt 
that ever I heard in my Life! 2 Tiz..1. 
10. But now is made manifeſt by the ap- 
pearing of our Saviour Feſns Chriſt , who 
hath aboliſhed Death, and bronght Life 
and Immortality to Light through the 
Goſpel. Life is brought through the 
Goſpel : What Life? Immortal Life, 
Immortal Grace, Immortal Satvation, 
to a poor undone Smmner. If this 

Aa Goſpel 
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Goſpel is not prized, but as a thing 
indifferent, as many make their calling 
and bufineſs their main end ; but the 

Goſpel is a thing they can beſt < ipare.”. 
Such never made Chriſt their Life. In 
ver.9. the Apoſtle ſaith,Chriſt hath called 
#s with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own pur- 
poſe and Grace, which was given us in 
Chriſt before the World began, who 
bath aboliſhed Death. The Death of 
immortal Souls under the Curſe of the 
Law and Wrath of God. Chriſt takes 
Death away: And what hath he 
brought 2 Life and Immortality to 
light through the Goſpel : Were you 
but ſenfible of the Worth of this Life, 
now would you love the Wells of Sal- 
vation, irom whence 1s drawn the Wa- 
ters of Life ? Love the Pot that holds 
the Manna that preſerves this Life ? 
Love the Meſſenger that brings you 
Tidings, You ſhall live and not die ? 
How would a condemned MalefaQor 
love that Perſon that ſhould bring him 
a cardon; yea, the Meſlenger that 
Gould bring him News of it? So it is 
with the condemned Sinner, the Sen- 
tence is pals'd, He that believes not, 1s 
Damned. 
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Damned. O what Joy. is it to hear of 
Salvation by Chriſt, when the Sinner 

hath a ſenſe of his mifery ! This im- 
mortal Lite comes through the Goſpel : 
When a Sermon of Chriſt is preached, 
News from Heaven 1s brought to Sin- 
ners 3 and what News 1s it 2 O, that 
there 1s mercy and pardon for poor 
Sinners! Saith the believing Soul, ſhall my 
Soul live.is Chriſt become mySalvation? 
O what bleſled Goſpel is this ! What 
precious News 1s this ! Now Soul, do 
you look on the Goſpel glad Ti- 
dings, and the Feet of them that bring 
it beautiful ? 1f not, be ſare Chriſt 1s 
not your Lite. 

Fourthly, They never had Chriſt 
for their Life that live 1n themſelves, 
that centre in themſelves, on them- 
ſelves, and not above themſelves : As 
thus, Takea dead Man,. and wrap him: . 
ap in Silk and Silver , with the bet 
Perfames you can, it centres all in 
Putrifation, Rottenneſs and Death zall 
the ſweet Smells and»>Perfumes will not 
keep him from corfuption. But take a 
living Man, he lives on ſomething to 
preſerve Lite : It would be improper -. 
to fay a Man lives on nothing-3.a living 
ASF +} Man 
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Man muſt have ſomething to ſubſift 
with. A dead ſinner centres in him- 


ſelf, what Duty he performs he takes | 


to be his Life. But a Soul in Chriſt 
lives on Chriſt, and not on his Per- 
formances, tho he pertorms Duty. So 
much for the Negative,now follows the 
Affirmative. What are the Characters 

of them that have Chriſt their Life, 
Firſt, If Chriſt is your Life, you will 
love the Word of God, and look upon 
it to be very precious, that hath been 
the means of .begetting and nouriſhing 
this Life in you As new born babes deſire 
the ſincere milk of the word, that you may 
go thereby, 1 Pet. 2.2. It you have taſt- 
ed that the Lord is gracious, you will 
love the Food that the Lord gives you. 
The Prodigal, when he returned home 
to his Fathers Houſe, then he thought 
his Food preciouss The Word of 
Chriſt 1s that which 1s very precious to 
the Soul ; if you do not taſte that the 
Lord 1s gracious, you can never fall in 
love with Chriſt : . There may be ſome 
Convictions under the Word, but they 
will wear oft again; there may be 
_ ſomething that may delight , but 
Souls that Chriſt is theis Life, they 
| come 
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come to reliſh the inward ſweetneſs 
and power of the Word of Chriſt, if 
you have taſted that the Lord is gra- 
ciOus. 

Firſt, They will long for it. 

Secondly, They will make it their 
Meat and Drink. 

Firſt, They will long for it. If a 
Child be crying for the Breaſt, if you 
give it a Rattle, or any other thing, it 
will not pleaſe it, or (till it without the 
Breaſt: It is not any thing of this. 
World, nor the Glory of it , will ſtil! 
a Believer without Chriſt, P/al.84. See 
how the Pfalmiſt praiſes the Courts of 
God, how lovely it is, Orme day in thy 
Courts is better than a thouſand: 1 had 
rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe 
of God, than to dwell in the Tents of 
wickedneſs. Why, would you be a 
Door-keeper in the Houſe of God ? 
Truly there Beggars fare well: Hungry 
Souls would be firſt in, and laſt our, 
they would be ſerved more than once. - 
Saith a longing Soul, I would not have 
a Word drop before I come, that I 
may loſe nothing; I would be one of 
the firſt in and laſt out; TI would not 
have a Word drop, nor a Crum fall, 
Aa 3 I 
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I would hear all that is ſpoken of Chriſt : 
- How ſweet 1s every Word of Chriſt ! 
The Law of the Lord is perfe@, convert- 
ing th: Soul. More are they to be deſired 
ther G (old, yo « thes much frue (old ;, ſweet- 
er Fa an t: the Hom: ' Or the Honey-comb, Pſ. 
I9. And faith 7 1b] prize thy Word more 
os 13 werefd 'y 4 "004, Soul, thou 
that longcli tor nÞ Word of Chriſt, 
certainly thou art 4s in Chriſt. Sure- 
ly thou that longeſt for the Food of 
Chriſt, liveſt on Chriſt. I believe there 
are many poor doubting Souls among 
you. It you were asked, when you 
are an hungry.it you were invited to a 
great Feaſt, would you not leave that to 
go and hearChriſt preached,would you 
 notleave yourMeal to hearChriſt's 
ous Word ? Saith Fob, Chap. 23. 12. , 
have eſteemed the words of bis mouth more 
than my neceſſary Food. Then if thy 
Soul longs for the Word of Grace, it 1s 
a ſign that your Souls are made alive 
by Chriſt. Whoever can' ſay of the 
Word of Chriſt, My Soul longs for it, 
I long for the Courts of God, I long 
for the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
I long for. the Pot of Manna, that I may 
taſte of the: Golden Manna 1 _ 
or 
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for the day when Manna comes down 
from Heaven 3 if it 1s ſo, I ſay, from 
God's Word, thongh you may have 
many caſtings PL EY are made 
alive by Chriſt, and be 1s hecome your 
Salvation. A $2int | HAKES Religion his 
Meat and Drink. It is one tningage be 
waiting on God in an Orc CALSRER and. 
another thing to 14% E it 7017 Meatand 
Drink. An Hypu-c cit perform 
many things, and bd alley it « Dit y, and 
yet 20t make it his Meat and Drink. 
John 4.31,32. His Diſciples prayed him, 


ſaying, Maſter, eat : But he ſaid* unto 


them, I have meat to eat that you know 
20t of, Alas, his Meat-was to do his 
Fathers Will : The Word of Chriſt his 
Ordinances and Duties are Meat and 
Drink ,to the Believer ; I live a Life 
that you do not know of, I have Meat 
and Drink that you do not know of, 
[ live in doing my Fathers Will. Saith 
2 Believer, I live on Chriſt and his 
Word, and of all Mercies-I enjoy no- 
thing ſo ſiveet to me as Chriſt and his: 
Ward, who is better to me than” all 
outward Mercies : If it be fo with you, . 
you may take comfort in this, that 
Chriſt is become your Life ; where the 
Aa 4 - Word 
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Word of Grace and means of Grace 
is become as Meat and Drink to your 
Souls. 

Secondly, A Soul that lives Chriſt, 
and hath made Chriſt his Life, he lives 
above the World: He may have ſome 
Fears and Doubts : But 1t 1s the De- 
fire of a Saint to hve above the things 

of the World , If ze 
Saith a Reverend Jhez be riſen with Chriſt, 
Author, Amor mew CE thoſe things that are 


pondus meum, Every | 
Man goes where his above, where Chriſt ſot- 


Love carries him. zotþ oz the right hand of 
God 3 ſet your a ffeGions 0 things above, 
and not on things on the Earth, Col.3.1,2. 
When I was 1n my natural ſtate, faith 
a Believer, when the World went well 
with me, I was mightily content 3 but 
now I am riſen with Chriſt, made a- 
live with Chriſt, now my Heart is ſet 
on ſeeking things above ; had I but 
Communion with Chriſt, could | but 
walk with Chriſt, live upon Chriſt, let 
the World go which way it will, tho I 
have many Fears and Diſcouragements, 
When I have Communion with Chriſt , 
my Heart 1s above them all.O my Soul, 
what a good Day it is when thou canſt 
enjoyCommunion with Chriſt 2 The Be- 
lever 
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lever lives above : Though many times 
a Soul hath his gloomy days in the 
World, when Fears ſurround his Faith ; 
but he gets above 1t again. 

When they look above, where 
their Glory and Comfort is: Set your 
affetions on things above , and not on 
things below. There is an Exhortation 
and Dehortation. Set your afe&ions 
or things above, there 1s the Exhorta- 
tion : Ard not on things below, there is 
the Dehortation. Chriſtians are often 
forbid, That they ſhould not love the 
World.and commanded poſitively, that 
they ſhould ſet their Hearts on things 
above. Tho a Believer 1s many times 
complaining,that his Heart is too much 
on this preſent World 3 baut,ſaith a Be- 
hever,l defire my Heart may be above. 
O that it might never be below again ! 
O were it my Duty, I would wiſh to be 
always in the Houſe of God. There- 
fore when your Heart 1s carried up a- 
bove the World, you have an Intereſt 
In a better Life than this is below. 

Thirdly, To perform Duty, and to 
live on ChKiſt above all Duties, 1s an- 
other Charadqer of one that makes 
Chriſt his Life. They are carried up 
above 
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above Duty 3 they pray, and yet live 
on Chriſt by Faith 3; they hear, yet live 
on Chrilt for Righteouſneſs. Paul was 
a Man prizing Duty, and loving Duty 
as much as any Saint 3 preaching all 
night, praying night and day, preach- 
ing in ſeaſon and out of Seaſon; he was 
much in praying and faſting, yet, faith 
he, I connt all my own righteouſneſs but 
dung and droſs without Chriſt. . It 1s rare 
Wiſdom to be a Student in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt. An exa& walking 
Chriſtian, and yet to live above Duty 
upon Chriſt. For one to neglect Duty, 
and yet profeſs Chriſt, that is a Deln- 
ſion : To profeſs Chriſt, and live upon 
any thing below Chriſt, is Confuſion 3 
but to walk circumſpedtly in our, Duty, 
and yet to live above al] upon Chrilt, 
is a CharaGer of atrueBeliever. 
Fourthly, If Chriſt 1s become your 
Life, you wil} be diligent under all 
means of Grace, under thoſe means 
where Lite is begotten and preſerved. 
The Impotent Folks lay at the Pool of 
 Betbeſda, waiting for the moving of the 
Waters; if ever they had healing it muſt 
be there. A Soul muſt be diligent about 
Chriſt's Table , where Crums wy © 
ce 
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feed their 5011is / Hh? fg find Simon 
anſwering . yy auto vim, ajrer, we 
have foiled al the #ight and have taken 
nothing . ne vertheleſs at thy word I will 
let down the Net. A diligent waiting at 
Wiſdom's Gate, a diligent hearkning 
when Chriſt will ſpeak peace. We will 
hear what the Lord will ſpeak, are the- 
Words of gracions Soul. 

Fifthly, They that have Chriſt their 
Life, Chriſt 1s very precious unto 
them. O how precious is a Mans Life! 
- TheDevil could tell God, Behold, -5kin 
| for shin, and all that a man hath will he 
give for his Life. A Man would give 
any thing for his Life : So a Believer 
would give any thing for a Chriſt, 
= Devil appears before God, What, 

ob alrve? Tho he is robbed of all, 
hs haſt ſpared his - Lite 3 z a Man 
will give all that he hath: for tis Life. 
Saith Paxl, 1 count al! but dung ana droſs 
that I may win Chriſt, convince ed Sinne TS 
will do any thing for a Chriſt, par 
with any thing, that they might bo 
know Chriſt to be theirs. When a Man 
is ſet on by Thieves, ſaith he, Take all, 
ſo you fave my Life, Fob 2. 4. And $a- 
tan anſwered the Lord and ſaid, " z {= 


chin, 
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skin, all that a man hath will he give for 
his Life. If Job had'a thouſand Trea- 
fares, all that he had ſhould go for his 
Life. How willingly doth the Mariner 
unlade his Ship, and caſt all his rich 
Wares over-board, that he may pre- 
ſerve that precious Jewel his Life> A 
Man will giveSkin upon Skin, Gold up- 
on Gold, Treaſure upon Treaſure, that 
he may ſave his own Life. Let Life be 
at ſtake, and a Man will give all the 
things he hath in the World for it, and 
think he hath a good bargain. Life is 
the moſt precious, the moſt excellent 
thing in Nature. Heſter's Speech to 
the King 1n her Petition, imports, that 
all other Loſles might have been born, 
but the lofs of Lite : She 

thought Liberty not worth p*) GoreTen 
the asking for, compared : 

with Lite. 

A Chriſtian values Chriſt above all 
things, Phil.3. 7. What was gain to me Þ 
count loſs, that I may have Chrift; I 
count all but dung and droſs for the ex- 
cellency of the knowleglge of Chriſt : For 
Chriſt is precious, his Love 1s precious, 
his Offices precious, his Perſon preci- 
ous, his Promiles are precious. I would 
g1Ve 
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oive all, ſo I might have Chriſt to be 
mine : Where Chriſt is your Lite, you 
will prize him above all. O let me 
have Chriſt, know Chriſt, that is the 
Sum of my Life. The Spouſe told the 
Daughters, He was the chief among ten 
thouſand. Did you ever fee Chriſt 
precious? Is his Blood precious 2 Do 
you long for his Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 
7. To them that believe he is precious, 

Fifthly, , It Chriſt is your. Lite, you 
will ſtndy Chriſt more and more.Many 
we ſay, are their own Phyſicians, they 
will ſtudy Phyſick, that they may be 
their own DoGors, and know how to 
apply. Medicines to themſelves. Thoſe 
Souls that know Chriſt to be their Life, 
they will ſtudy to know Chnſt more, 
that they may have a Remedy for eve- 
ry Diſeaſe of their Souls ready at hand, 
and not be ſtrangers to that Grace and 
Mercy that helps in time of need. 

I ſhall now come to wind up with 
a Word of Exhortation. Is it fo, that 
the Life of a Believer 1s ſuch a glorious 
Lite? O then you Chriſtleſs Souls, ery 
day and night till Chriſt, s become. 
your Life 3 it 1s a Life above all Lives; 
it once you come to jlive Chriſt, you 
will 
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will ſay with David, One day'in thy 
Conrt is better than a thouſand 5 and 1 
had rather be a door-keeper in the Houſe 
of God, than to dwell in the Tents of 
wickedneſs. I would rather enjoy one 
moments-time with Chriſt, than all the 
 Pleaſfares of the World : It is a Life 
_ above all Lives. The Happineſs of this 

World is mixt -with Sorrow: You 
have your dead Flies m your ſweet 
Oyntment : The beſt of your outward 
Mercies are mingled with Trials and 
Troubles and Fears; and when you 
have Gain you are afraid of loſing it: 
When you have great Mercies, you 
have great Care comes in with it : But 
to live Chriſt, it is a pure Life. It is 
ſaid of Wiſdom, All her ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
are paths of Peace. Now the Soul 
that lives on Chriſt, what a ſweet Lite, 
what a pure Life,.-what a gloriousLite 
does he live ! But, ſaith the Sinner, 
What ſhall I do? Ah Sinner , Chriſt 
hath done all, that thon mayeſt have 
all given freely; for in thy doing thou 
mayeſt be undone. But what may 
you do to make Chriſt your Life? No- 


thing that we do can move God to 
ove 
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oive Chriſt : If we think we deſerve 
any thing at God's hand for our do- 
ings, it is the way>to be undone : But 
though we cannot work for Life, we 
are taught to beg for Mercy; God 
will be enquired of for thoſe things 
he freely gives. 

Firſt, Go to God, and beg of him 
to convince 'thee of the neceſlity of 
Chriſt : Go and tell the Lord what an 
undone and miſerableWretch thou art; 
thou art poor and canſt not fee it : 
Cry, Lord, I am poor, butI am-blind, 
and miſerable : O Lord, convince me 
what need I have of Chriſt Jeſus ! Beg 
of God to open thy eyes to ſee the 
worth and want of Chriſt. 

Secondly, Beg the Lord to awaken 
thy Soul to ſee how ſuitable Chriſt is 
to thy Soul : If the Lord would ſpeak 
from Heaven this day, and ſay to an 
awakened Sinner, What wilt thou have 
Sinner 2 Riches and Honours ? Wilt 
thou have long Life ? The Sinner a- 
wakened would anſwer, No Lord, that 
is not ſuitable, give me thy ſelf, or I 
am undone 3 Oh how ſuitable is Cariſt 
to an undone Soul! 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Beg God to perfwade thy 
Heart how ready and willing Chriſt is 
to entertain. thee z when all 1s done, 
yon ſtill: fink under your Burden, if 
you do not believe the willingneſs and 
reaidnels of Chriſt to receive you. Ah 
poorSinner, thou: canſt not long more 
for Lite and SaJvation.,than Chriſt longs 
to fave thee. Al. that. the Father giu- 
eth me ſhall come to me, and him that com- 
eth to me I will in no wiſe caſt out, Joh. 

Fourthly, What can you do, Sinner ? 
Nothing to work in ahy way to pur- 
chaſe the Favour of God ; but this you 
may do, Wait 'upon the means -of 
Grace, wait at Wiſdoms Gate : You 
do not know, Sinner, how ſoon it 
may. be your Call, how ſoon Chriſt 
may: come, and you may hear -the 
Voice of the Son of God. Though a 
carnal natural Man can do nothing in 
matter of his Salvation, he may wait 
on Go in the-way of his Divine Ap- 
pointraents. Though Zacchens was a 
camai ”ublican, he could get up mto 
the: ©vcamore-Tree to ſee Chrift. - A 
poc: ©4:nal Heart may come, wait and | 
hear. be at Wiſdoms Gate: Come, 
ger 
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pet into the Sycamore Tree,and it may 

pleaſe the Lord to fpeak a Word to 
re this day, or next day, Salvation 
71ay come to thy Houſe, to thy Soul. 
May not :we liken many perſons that 
come to hear the Goſpel, to Zaccheas's 
getting up the Tree to get a ſight of . 


Chriſt ? they come to ſee and be ſeen, - 
and think not what they ſhall meer © 


with 3 they never ſee their need of 
Chriſt, . but Chriſt comes and calls the 
Soul, awakens it. Sinner, where art 
thou ? Where art thou going, undon 
finner ?. I will become thy Salvation, 
| Lake 1 9.3., Zaccheus had , only a mind 

to ſee C brit as other perſons had ; And 
he ſought to ſee Jeſus who he was, but 
could :not,. for ' he was , low of Stature ; 5 


| Sycamore Tree to ſee Chriſt. _ And when 
eſus came to the place, he looked up and 
ſaw hizz. Chriſt muſt look upon us 
firſt; he ſaw a poor ignorant People 
running to ſee his, Perſon, but not to 
believe in. him for Salvation. Chriſt. 
ſaid unto him, Zaccheas, make haſte and 
come down, for to day I muſt abide at thy. 
Houſe: Come to the Ordinances .of 


Godattend there: Then, Poor Sinner, 
B b thou 


and he ran before, and climbed up into @ + 
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thou art in the way, though thou haſt 
no Intereſt in Chriſt,nor never heardſt 
this Salvation ſounding in thy Soul, fo 
as to give thee comfort, though thou 
art looking and beholding there, ſee- 
ing and hearing out of cuſtom. Jeſus 
ſaid unto him, Make haſte and come 
down, for to day I muſt abide at thy 
Houſe. Make haſte, if Chriſt would 
give thy poor dark Soul a call this day, 
what haſte would you make to cloſe 
with Chriſt? there would be no delibe- 
ration. Zacchens delays not, but comes 
down preſently 3 and the Lord may 
fpeak ina Word of Grace, ſinner, This 
day I will rake up my Abode in thy 
Heart for ever. O how good it is to 
be under the means of Grace! Tho 
many come but to take a Nap, as Biſh- 
op Latimer -latth, God may catch thee 
napping. The Lord may ſpeak to thy 
Sou), This day I will be thy Salvation : 
O what joytul News would it be to a 
poor dead carnal ſinner! If the Lord 
ſhould this day fpeak to thee, and ſay, 
Sinner, I am thy Salvation. Azd he 
came down and received him joyfully 3 
he was the beſt Gueſt that ever he en- 
tertained. If you had asked Zacchews 

a 


Chit a Chaiſttans Life. 37x. 
a little before, when he fat at the Re- 
ceipt of: Caſtom, whether he would 
have parted with any thing for Chriſt, 
he would not have hearkned to you; 
now all ſhall go for a Chriſt 5 now, 
faith he, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor, I will take Vengeance 
on my Iniquity and if I have taken 
any thing from any Man by falſe Accu- 
ſation, I reſtore him four-fold. He came 
down and received him joyfully ; Thou 
art welcom to me; if I had a thouſand 
Worlds I could part with thern all for 
Chriſt. Be fare wait at Wiſdoms Gate, 
you may- hear Chriſts Voice, ſaying, I 
am become thy Salvation. | 

Fifthly, When you are waiting,O fend 
up Cries, as ithe poor blind Men did 
when they heard that Chriſt was com- 
ing: You have heard Chriſt-preacht this 
day, can you be ſtill, and not ſend up 
one Prayer and Cry to Chriſt, Lord, 
come into my Soul : Will you go home 
with your cold Prayers, and cold 
Hearts, and cold Aﬀections 3 and ſhall 
Chriſt ſtand aloof off, and you ſtand 
afar from Chriſt, Mat. 20. 30. And be- 
hold two blind ſetting. by the way ſide, 
when they heard that Joſie paſſed by, cr 4 
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ed. out , ſaying , Have mercy on us, O. 
Lord thay Son of David, and the mul-. 
titude rebuked them. So a Soul may fay,; 
I have a multitude, within  me/bids me 
hold my Peace ; I haye.a multitude of. 
anbelieving Thoughts tell.me it is too 
late for me to. come.to Chriſt 3. now I 
have a multitude” of Thoughts, Chriſt, 
will not have ;mercy on me; I have a 
multitude of Temptations never to 
pray more, I have a multitude rebu-. 
king my Soul; but the more.the multi- 
tude rebuke me;the more,1I will cry.to 
Chriſt; the more my unbelieving Heart 
_ cries,Chriſt will not ſave thee,the more 
\ T'will cry to Chriſt to fave me; the 


£-*, 5 more my Temptations bid me I ſhould 


i Th. not Pray, I will pray the more ; A wh S[1 


> the Devil tells. me, it is in vain to ſeek 
- 4ax:Mercy, I will ſeek the more earn- 
My. And they cryed, Have mercy on 
.9@ 5 it was mercy they wanted. Saith 
the Soul, *Unbelief tells me Chriſt will 
not look on ſuch a Sinner asI am ; and 
my Heart tells me, I am fo vile there 
is no hope for me, but I will cry the 
more, Have mercy Lord, help me 3 
I will tell' the Lord, I have need of 
a Chriſt ; [ muſt have him, or.l 

am 
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"Im undone.” The 'more Temptati- 
ons” befet me; the thore Unbelief be- 
ſers me, the'more T will cry to Chriſt 
to remove it 3 the more I am tempted, 
the more I will pray, the more I will 
cry, the faſter I will cleave to Chriſt. 
Sinners,.. ſend up Cries to: Heaven for ; 
Chriſt and Grace, that your Sonls may * * 
live and not- die. How. would the ; 
Devit Baffie poor ignorant Souls out. 
of all | He would baffle them out 
of Duties, and Ordinances, and Sab- 
baths: But a Believer 'will not be 
baffled by himz and though the 
Devil, and the World, and his own 
Heart oppoſe him, he ſaith, I will make 
my Prayer to the God of. my Life, let 
them ſay what they will, I will cry to 
Chriſt for Life. And O you thit are 
Strangers to Chriſt, and are convinced 
of your undone condition, beg of them 
that have an Intereſt in Chriſt to c 

for you. O you that have Chriſt, con- 
fider what a ſafe, a bleſſed, a comforts 
able Life you live. You that are yet 
Strangers, what will you do when 5 
you come todie, if Chriſt is not your - 
Life? | kf 


There- 
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. Therefore let me beg of you to ſer 
your reſolution to cry to the Lord,and 
reſolve that you will not be put off 
without Jeſas Chriſt, that you may not 

die in your fins, and ſo periſh for eyer;. 
for the Wages of Sin is eternal Death, 

but the Gift of God is eternal Life 

through Jeſns Chriſt our Lord. 


Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt. 


ERRATA 
. Chriſtian Reader, 


Notwithſtanding the Care that hath been taken to pre 
went Errors, yet upon a farther perujal of this Tratf, 

. 4 have found many have eſcaped the Preſs :* I hope." 
what I have marked you will mind, and whatel 
have overlooked, if you find them, you will candidly 
paſs them over, minding the Senſe, and nat charge 
the Author with the Printer's Faults, 


P*e r3:line 24. for-zs he, read would he be.p.29.1. 4. 
' for his Fewels r. hey Fewels. p.25. 1. 10. for enjoys 
x. deſires to enjoy. p. 96.1. 5 & 6. for a Child in Chriſt 
r. Children of God. for hu rt. their. p.245. 1.4, for to be 
r. is it tobe. pÞ.2 51.1. 14. for ſpeakr. ſpeak of. p. 258. 
Lg, for /ives.on t. lives Chriſt. p. 2601.22, for the glo- 
rious the Myſtery r;,#he glorious Myſtery. p.262. 1. 28. for 
# Soul r.Saints. p.263.1.9. for Soul r. Souls. P.175. I17. 
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and its Government, wherein theſe 5 
following Particulars are diitin&ly handled : y 
I. The Subje#-matter of the Ghurch. EY 
. The formal Cauſe of a particular Ghurch. © -# 
III. Of the Polity, Rule or Diſcipline of the — * 
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Another Book of the ſame Authors late- © '--- © 
ly Printed, left is Manuſcript, Entituled,, A 
Treatiſe of the Dominion of Sin andGrace, 
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